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President’s Message  
2017 6/2              Zone 1 Porsche Clash @ WGI

6/6           Members Meeting @ Terry Hills

6/10                       Cars & Coffee

6/14        Advanced DE @ WGI Watkins Glen 

6/18        Breakfast run to Naples FLPA show

6/18               GVC Auto Cross @ MCC*

6/24           Niagara PCA 55th Anniversary

6/24   Joel Ajavon Memorial Auto Cross  @ * MCC

6/30      Sahlems six Hours of the Glen * WGI
 

7/2        Sahlems six Hours of the Glen * WGI

7/4      Grand Island Independence Day Parade

7/8                        Cars & Coffee  

7/9       2017 Porsche Parade, Spokane Wash.

7/11          Members Meeting @ Terry Hills 

7/16      Pistons & Pigs @ Granger Mansion 

7/22                      Cars & Caves

7/22        Tire Rack Street Survival @ ECC

7/23               GVC Auto Cross @ ECC *

7/30               GVC Auto Cross @ MCC *

8/1         Members Meeting @  Terry Hills

8/4   Ellicottville Summer Picnic @ Holiday Valley 

8/12                    Cars @ Coffee 

8/16     Advanced HPDE by GVC BMW @ WGI * 

8/20      Akron Summer Picnic @ Akron Park 

8/26         Cars & Jet Boats, Lewiston, NY

 

8/27              GVC Auto Cross @ MCC *

*  DENOTES NON PCA EVENT

Dear Members, 
 
 
Summer is fast approaching and we've had a nice variety of 
events so far despite the less than ideal weather.  I hope you've 
taken advantage of an event that fits your interests.  As I write this 
note, our first HPDE of the season, the Mike Bohan Memorial, is 
about to take place.  It's a great time to pause and remember Mike 
and his many contributions to our club including holding the office 
of President and playing a major role in the development of our 
DE program.  I always have fond memories of Mike while I'm at 
this event.  As we enter June we have our regular monthly meet-
ing and our special celebration of our 55th Anniversary on Satur-
day June 24th.  Many thanks to the planning committee for their 
work on the event.  I hope you'll be able to come and join in the 
festivities.  Please check the Events Calendar regularly for new 
events and I hope to see you at an event soon. 
 
Dave 
 
 

Warm Greetings to all Niagara Region Members! 
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Up Coming Events 

 

June 
 

6/2              Zone 1 Porsche Clash @ WGI 

6/6           Members Meeting @ Terry Hills 

6/10                       Cars & Coffee 

6/14        Advanced DE @ WGI Watkins Glen  

6/18        Breakfast run to Naples FLPA show 

6/18               GVC Auto Cross @ MCC* 

6/24           Niagara PCA 55th Anniversary 

6/24   Joel Ajavon Memorial Auto Cross  @ * MCC 

6/30      Sahlems six Hours of the Glen * WGI 
 

July 
 

7/2        Sahlems six Hours of the Glen * WGI 

7/4      Grand Island Independence Day Parade 

7/8                        Cars & Coffee   

7/9       2017 Porsche Parade, Spokane Wash. 

7/11          Members Meeting @ Terry Hills  

7/16      Pistons & Pigs @ Granger Mansion  

7/22                      Cars & Caves 

7/22        Tire Rack Street Survival @ ECC 

7/23               GVC Auto Cross @ ECC * 

7/30               GVC Auto Cross @ MCC * 
 

August 
 

8/1         Members Meeting @  Terry Hills 

8/4   Ellicottville Summer Picnic @ Holiday Valley  

8/12                    Cars @ Coffee  

8/16     Advanced HPDE by GVC BMW @ WGI *  

8/20      Akron Summer Picnic @ Akron Park  

8/26         Cars & Jet Boats, Lewiston, NY 

 

8/27              GVC Auto Cross @ MCC * 

*  DENOTES NON PCA EVENT 
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  Rich De Asi

Past President

    (585) 750

          
            rdeasis911@gmail.com

                 

 
Dave Hostetter 

Niagara President  
 

  585 381 8535  
 

president@niagarapca.org          

 
 

Joe Prinzback 
 

Treasurer 
 
 

 
 

treasurer@niagarapca.org 
 

 
Curt Hinchcliffe 

 

Membership 
 

(585)-314– 8506  
          

Driver Ed Registrar 
         membership@niagarapca.org 

  
Bert Xander 

DE Chairperson              

(585)-388-1431 
              

dechair@niagarapca.org 

Chairpersons 

Don’t miss out, join us on  

Mike  Zotter 
 

DE Tech & Safety 
 

zottermike@gmail.com 

Executive 
Board

  Mike Bryan                   

    Zone 1 Rep 

                         
mike@brycorp.ca        

Zone 1 Rep 

   
  Melvin Dillon 

  Auto Cross Chair 
gvcmel@gmail.com 

 
Chad Comeau 

Club Historian 
ctcomeau@yahoo.com 

 
Ken Buschner 

Instructor 

 Development  
Program Chair 

 
Ken@studio-2B.com 

http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLE_LTA7rkhN1-m2kRZlA-Q
http://www.facebook.com/groups/112563753345/
mailto:rdeasis911@gmail.com
mailto:president@niagarapca.org
mailto:treasurer@niagarapca.org
mailto:membership@niagarapca.org
mailto:dechair@niagarapca.org
https://twitter.com/NiagaraRegionPC
mailto:zottermike@gmail.com
mailto:mike@brycorp.ca
mailto:gvcmel@gmail.com
mailto:ctcomeau@yahoo.com
mailto:Ken@studio-2B.com
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  Rich De Asis   
 

Past President  
  

    (585) 750-4231 
           

rdeasis911@gmail.com  

 
Rich De Asis   

Chief HPDE  

Instructor   

 
             rdeasis911@gmail.com   

 
Henry Beamer 

Secretary 
 

(585) 735 3341 
          

  secretary@niagarapca.org             

 
Renee Sliwinski 

Webmaster  
(716) 440 9489 

 
       

webmaster@niagarapca.org 
 

Club E Mail Coordinator 
rwsliwinski@aol.com 
Social Events 

 
Dan Sliwinski 

 

Newsletter Editor 
 

(716) 937 7197         
 

dsliwinski@niagarapca.org 

 
 

Henry Beamer  
Flatout  

Advertising 
 

              secretary@niagarapca.org             

 
 

Mark Gardone 

 

Ombudsman 
 

 

                  ombudsman@niagarapca.org 

 

Don’t Miss Any NRPCA Social Events 
Sign up for E-mail notifications by clicking the Subscribe button: 

Flatout News  
Letter 

Web Master 

Executive 
Board 

Ombudsman 

 
Renee Sliwinski 

 
 

Vice President 
 
 

(716) 440 9489 
 

vicepresident@niaarapca.org 
 

mailto:rdeasis911@gmail.com
mailto:rdeasis911@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@niagarapca.org
mailto:webmaster@niagarapca.org
mailto:rwsliwinski@aol.com?subject=Email%20Coordinator
mailto:dsliwinski@niagarapca.org
mailto:secretary@niagarapca.org
mailto:ombudsman@niagarapca.com
http://niagarapca.org/pages/club-emails/
http://niagarapca.org/pages/region-resources/club-emails/
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Editors Page 

NRPCA Member Badges If you are one of our newer mem-
bers, or if you never attended an event during which we gave out 
badges, you can now order one for yourself or your family member. 
They are double-sided with the current NRPCA logo and your name, 
plus a lanyard. We collect names of folks who would like a badge. 
Once we hit at least 8 badges, an order will be placed. The club co-
vers the cost. Please contact secretary@niagarapca.org if you are 
interested. 

        

  

 

June has finally arrived and we have 
over 21 activities on the schedule for 

the next three months.  I am sure eve-
ryone has their cars out and prepped 

for a fun packed driving season. Hope-
fully the cold rainy weather has finally said goodbye 

so all of us can enjoy the 2017 summer months 
ahead.  I would like to  recognize all the members that 

reached out and contributed the articles and pictures 
for the June issue of Flatout.  I am absolutely elated 

to see so many taking time from their family and busy 
lives to reach out and make such a contribution for 

the reading enjoyment of our membership. There is no 
greater reward than seeing people give back for the 

benefit of others.  I can not thank you enough for 
what you have done.  As far as I am concerned this is 

the best Flatout I have been involved with because it 
is about the members that make the NRPCA the best 

car club ever.          
   

Dan 
           

mailto:secretary@niagarapca.org
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CON’T PAGE 9 

 

I’m repairing rust and some previous damage to the back edge of the front left 
fender and cowl on my Convertible D.  It’s a pretty common repair in the 356 
world.  I had to fix both sides of my red coupe.  

The  D only needs work on the driver’s side 

  

The door gaps were pretty bad when I 
picked the car up.  There was rust along 
the back edge of the fender.  There was 
significant damage towards the cowl that 
had been poorly repaired at some point 
in the past.  The first step was to melt the 
lead that had been used to bury the pre-
vious repair work and to clean the sur-
face.  

There was some rot in 
the door pocket area, 
so I addressed that 

first 
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http://rochester.porschedealer.com/
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It’s an awkward place to 
work, there isn’t much 
space for the welder or 
grinders. 

Next step was to address the top of the clos-
ing panel.  There’s a flat area that the factory 
protected with a piece of rubber hose as a 
seal.  It didn’t work well.  I’ll seal it with a 
thick bead of urethane seam sealer when I’m 
finished. 

I cut away the trailing 
edge of the fender too.  
That gave me space to 
get at the back side of 
the closing panel. 

CON’T PAGE 10 
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I replaced the rotted areas and repaired the back flange area of the 
closing panel.  Everything’s coated with epoxy primer at this point. 

The blue tape is marked to tell me where to drill the 
hole for the side spear in the replacement panel. 

I purchased a repair panel from 
Stoddard.  Most of it didn’t fit very 
well, but the edge opposite the 
leading edge of the door matched 
up reasonably well.  This is the 
first trial fitting. 

CON’T PAGE 11 
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I slowly trimmed it and eventually 
convinced it to match the curves 
of the car.  I trimmed the fender 
back so I’d have access to the 
back side of the welds once the 
repair was installed.  The three 
relief cuts allowed me to remove 
extra material and to bring the 
panel into place. 

Pinning it into place with clecos 
allowed me to work on position-
ing.  The gap needs to be correct, 
as does the overall alignment with 
the rest of the body. 

The door gap is getting 
close to being right at this 
point.  I still have the abil-
ity to work on alignment 
at this point. 

CON’T PAGE 24 
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 ith the idea of get-

ting a ride in the car this 

year it was time to get 

the body in some kind of 

paint. I did not want to 

take the time to strip the 

rest of the car to bare 

metal and do the body 

work, so I decided to just 

paint the areas that 

needed it for protection 

and stabilize any rust.  

Not wanting to waste any 

of the very expensive  

 

Glasurit red,  

 
I mixed up some lacquer 

that I had in stock and 

did a custom job on the 

front. Including nerf bars 

on the front and rear pro-

vides some protection 

and contributes to the 

outlaw look.  

1958 
Porsche Restoration 

By   Jim Hohenssee 

 

It is interesting that all 

the removable panels on 

the car are marked with 

the last 

of the chassis 

The doors have 

written in yellow marker. 

con’t Page 13 
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 fter spraying the 

lacquer it has a very flat 

look but instead of buff-

ing to a gloss, the con-

sensus was to leave it 

flat. The color is actually 

a darker shade of red 

than what appears in 

the photos. I did strip 

the doors and jambs 

so they  were painted 

with the Glasurit.  

1958 
Porsche Restoration 

By   Jim Hohenssee 

 

It is interesting that all 

the removable panels on 

the car are marked with 

the last three numbers 

of the chassis  

The doors have 601 

written in yellow marker.  

Con’t Page 14 
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Eventually the 

whole car will get 

the good paint 

but for now it will 

irritate the purists 

and I can have 

some fun driving. 

Continued Page 15 
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.  

 

 

With the small number of 

cars produced per day at 

that time it’s hard to  

imagine them getting the 

wrong doors on a car but 

after Heidi brings the 
beer cart around for 
break time anything 
could happen. 

Enjoy “Summer” driving!  

 

Till next time, 
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My friend David and I met at the 
Atlanta airport on election day 
last Fall to start a South West Civil 
War Battlefield Park tour. I am a 
retired Porsche technician and an 
owner of a 911 so I was very inter-
ested to make a side trip to the 
new Experience Center, since we 
were right next door.  

I hadn't made any prior arrange-
ments for the visit as I didn't 
know if David would enjoy it. We 
pulled up to the "Guard House" 
and were asked if we had an ap-
pointment. I explained that we just happened to be here from out  of town and that this 
was a spur of the moment visit. It 
was looking like we wouldn't be 
able to enter. The young lady at 
the gate made a phone call to 
someone and then told us to pro-
ceed into the parking garage and 
go upstairs to the reception desk. 
We were given visitor credentials 
and a very nice young man ex-

plained where everything was located and asked if we 
would like to drive a car around the track. I said that 
would be wonderful but we didn't have that much 
time. We arrived at about 8:00 AM and the driving ses-
sion started at Noon. We went to the snack bar, had a 
delicious blueberry muffin and a cup of coffee. It was 
very early in the morning. We then went to the display 
area and saw some wonderful and significant cars from 

Side trip to the Experience Center   
By Kurt Hertel 

Con’t Page 17 
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the past, both racing and 
pleasure as well as a couple of 
"one off" preproduction proto-
types; one, of which, was a 912 
Targa. Most of these cars are provided by their owners. We went from there to the resto-

ration area and watched through the windows their two 
Master Technicians working on a couple of customer cars, 
a 1972 911T and an ‘87 930. The entrance to that area is 
locked and access is generally not allowed. I spoke to an 
“in charge“ looking man as he passed by us to enter the 
restricted area and explained that the technicians were 
doing what I do and was there any way we could be ex-
cepted from denial of admission to their working area. He 
was very kind and escorted us into the workshop area 
where we were introduced to the technicians and given a 
very thorough tour of their facility. We stayed there, with 
them, for at least an hour looking around and talking 
about their projects and having them show us some of the 

things they are able to do with the earlier 
cars. It is a beautiful facility with some of 
the very nicest people I have ever met. They 
treated us as if we were the most important 
two men who had ever visited with them. If 
I ever get back to the area I will certainly 
make the time to visit again, perhaps even 
take a few laps on the track and have dinner 
at the 356 Restaurant. Also, there was a 1995 
Carrera GT in the parking garage next to the 
entrance door to the building. GA plates, a 
silver over red beauty. If you are like me, 
when you visit and I make another (longer, 
dedicated visit) be sure to bring a handker-
chief wipe the drool from your chins. 

Side trip to the Experience Center   
By Kurt Hertel 
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WOW NICE CAR 
Submit a story 

 We are always looking for a car or story  
to showcase in Flatout, to highlight our  
members & what upgrades or mods they 
have installed on them.   

 

 

 

 
 

It’s easy just drop me a note in an e-mail at 
dsliwinski@niagarapca.org  & tell me what you 

are thinking.  Hope to hear from you soon.   
 

Dan Sliwinski 
NRPCA editor 

Flatout Magazine 

mailto:dsliwinski@niagarapca.org
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The 62nd Annual Porsche Parade 

July 9 - 15, 2017 

Link to Registration Page: Phase 1 (Housing) opens 
on Tuesday, 2/21/2017 at 12:00pm (EST) Noon 

Join your fellow Porsche Club of America members at the 62nd Porsche Parade on July 9-

15, 2017. Parade is PCA’s annual, weeklong event enjoyed by several thousand of your 

fellow members, who will gather this year in Spokane, Washington. 

Parade participants will enjoy Driving Tours and a Gimmick Rally to explore eastern Wash-

ington’s mountain vistas and high desert, the Concours at Riverfront Park, an Autocross, a 

Time-Speed-Distance Rally and a Technical/Historical Quiz to test your competitive spirit. 

When you want to step away from driving, Spokane is a walkable city with award- winning 

eateries, the Cork District tasting rooms, craft breweries, and boutique shopping. Bring the 

kids, too, as they’ll be kept busy with activities such as model Porsche Concours, RC Car 

racing, and an ice cream social (well, adults can join in the ice cream, too). 

Registration Dates: Phase 1 (Housing Registration) will open on Tuesday, February 21, 2017 (12 Noon EST). Phase 2 (Banquet/Event 

Registration) will open on Monday, April 3, 2017 (12 Noon EDT). 

Porsche Parade 2017 video 

Registration 

Accomodations 

Schedule / Maps 

Welcome Tent 

Sponsors 

Photo Gallery 

Contact 

FAQs 

http://parade2017.pca.org/registration.html
http://parade2017.pca.org/registration.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JCuM0cJoCBc
http://parade2017.pca.org/registration.html
http://parade2017.pca.org/hotels.html
http://parade2017.pca.org/schedule.html
http://parade2017.pca.org/welcometent.html
http://parade2017.pca.org/sponsors.html
http://porscheparade.zenfolio.com/f800884719
http://parade2017.pca.org/contacts.html
http://parade2017.pca.org/faqs.html
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   Eksten Autoworks 

                                                                                                                             
78 Bennington Drive                                                                                
Rochester, NY 14616                                                                               

585-621-8200 

                                                                            
ekstenauto-

works@frontiernet.net 

www.ekstenautoworks.com                                                                         

 

Specialized Porsche and Im-
port maintenance,  

diagnostics, performance and 
racing services for over 40 
years 

 

 

 

Full service engine machine shop and rebuilding  

services all done in house 

Chassis Dyno and ECU tuning 

Fabrication services  

Labor  discounts to club members 

 Advertising Rates for FLATOUT 

     Quarterly         Full Year 

Full page—$100    Full page—$400 

1/2 Page—$75    1/2 Page—$300 

1/4 Page—$50    1/4 Page—$200 

1/8 Page—$25    1/8 Page—$100 

     Business Card—$75 

To place an ad please contact Hank Beamer at: 

Tel#:  (585) 735 3341 

 

e-mail:  secretary@niagarapca.org             

  

support the businesses that 
support us.  Click on the 
links  below to visit their 

websites. 

• Eksten Autoworks 

• Seneca Lodge 

• T-Shirt Express 

• The Little Speed Shop 

• Porsche of Rochester 

• Hubstands 

 

 

http://www.ekstenautoworks.com/
mailto:secretary@niagarapca.org
http://www.ekstenautoworks.com/
http://www.senecalodge.com/
http://www.tsxsport.com/
http://www.thelittlespeedshop.com
http://rochester.porschedealer.com/
http://www.hubstands.com/
http://www.hubstands.com/
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W e all have had experience’s, and I 
mostly just watched the Indy 500 

when I was younger.  But driving Wat-
kins Glen was something new and one 
of those experiences that add to the cat-
alog which comprises your sum. 

The trip’s start: auspicious.  The staging 
area was full of shiny glass and gleam-
ing metal.  The cars stood in stark con-
trast to the grey, banal mall parking lot.  
 

The way the cars were lined up re-
minded me of my Matchbox case as a 
kid, even the empty spots in between. 
 

   But my Matchbox case only had one 
Porsche—a silver 930 turbo with a red 
interior, in case you were wondering.  
There in the lot were the Porsches, of 
course, the Porsches.  Red, black, yel-
low ones.  New ones.  Old ones.   No 
one seemed to bat an eye or cast a 
sideways glance at the other makes in 
the group.  In fact, I realized that some 
of the owners of the other makes were 
also Porsche owners who simply chose 
to drive different cars, all very much  
track-worthy.  

 

 This atmosphere of inclusion is not 
what I expected when I was an outsid-
er.  Clubs can sometimes feel exclusive 
(Ausländer, anyone?), but PCA meets 
turn out to be pleasant, friendly get-
togethers of enthusiasts with a com-
mon love. 
 

Some talking, some taking pics, and 

then…we're off.  The two groups left just 
minutes apart, winding through the 
countryside, with one unfortunate break-
down on the way.  By the roadside were 
areas with a smattering of dead leaves, 
the trees mostly still barren, so it could 
easily have been the last drive in the fall 
or the first one in the spring.  This April 
day, though, couldn’t have been much 
better for driving.  With the weather firm-
ly on board, half the battle was won.  
The other half -- getting there -- was on 
the group, with staying together the fo-
cus.  The GPS has taken the mystery 
out of getting places (try finding some-
one who doesn’t have a smart phone 
these days, so getting lost is a fear 
many of us don’t have anymore), but 
this was unmistakably a course carefully 
planned with precision to enrich the ex-
perience.   
 

The route covered a nice variety of ter-
rain and undoubtedly gave the gear-
boxes (and left legs) a workout.  Half 
the fun is in getting there, after all. 
 

The miles passed quickly.  Occasionally, 
oncoming motorists’ eyes would dart 
around, trying to take in the display.  I 
wondered if that became a memorable 
experience for them, as it used to do for 
me.  As a kid, I kept a list of every Ferra-
ri I saw (sorry to use the F-word), wheth-
er it was a red Testarossa at the St Louis 
Auto Show, a grey Testarossa in New-
port Beach, the grey 328 that I got to 
ride in, and all of the other 308s I’ve for-
gotten because I stupidly lost that list.  

By Nick Spence 

Con’t Page 30 
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I tacked the panel into place, with spots roughly every inch or so.  It’s im-
portant to avoid adding too much heat since it will cause the metal to move. 

Next step is to 
connect the 
dots.  I had to 
take my time 
since the heat 
moves the met-
al all over the 
place.  It helps 
to work in a 
cold barn, the 
surfaces cool 
much faster. 

CON’T PAGE 28 
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https://www.pca.org/
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http://thelittlespeedshop.com/
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28 

 

 

The rotisserie makes it much easier 
to weld and grind the top surfaces. 

The welds were 
ground flush.  Epoxy 
primer and then a thin 
skin coat of filler will 
eventually take care of 
the grinder marks. 

CON’T PAGE 29 
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I still need to 
dress the 
back side of 
the welds, 
sandblast the 
wheel well, 
and coat the 
entire area in 
epoxy.   

It’s pretty straight at 
this point.  I need to 
spend some time with 
a hammer and dolly to 
finish the metal work.  
The top of the door 
gap is still off a bit.  
This is how it sits to-
day, in primer.  I’d be 
working on it now, and 
would shoot more 
pics, but my editor 
gave me a hard dead-
line…   
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 I never kept a list of Porsches because 
I saw so few of them.  Was one of 
these kids on the sidewalk in Canan-
daigua dreaming about the day that he 
or she would own something fun and 
exotic, even writing it down on a list 
kept by the bedside? 

A quick break at Byrne Dairy gave eve-
ryone some much needed leg stretch-
ing. 

The arrival at Watkins Glen was as un-
eventful as the departure from the mall.  
I think I expected angels to be singing 

and Hallelujah to be playing when we 
arrived, but the only noise was exhaust 
notes, which is arguably a more fitting 
welcome.  Sure enough, there it was, 
the Glen, and so were what seemed 
like a thousand other cars.  The queue 
dampened the excitement and slowed 
the adrenaline, probably necessary 
steps.  The Glen, to me is a lot like ce-
lebrities: you know that they exist.  
They have to.  You see the pictures and 
the movies, but they always look differ-
ent in person.  From where we arrived, 
we could see the esses.  I didn’t expect 
to see such elevation changes.  Tracks 
tend to look flatter in pictures. 

The hours-long wait (gentle complain-
ing here) gave everyone a chance to 
talk and look around at the cars lined 
up.  In line or driving by were an  

 

Alfa Spider, a Cobra replica, a Lola 
Mk6!? I think.  Maybe.  No, could it 
have been.  A GT40 copy?   

 

 Too far away to tell. A thousand 
Mustangs, a million Mini Coop-
ers, all of which seemed to be in line in 

front of the cooling, ticking Porsches.  

Finally, after what was surely an eterni-
ty of waiting, and after a few moves for-
ward, it was time for the Porsche Club 
to circle the track.  Never having driven 
Watkins Glen, I had studied the track 
from maps, turn-by-turn directions, and 
online videos.  My friend and I were in 
line behind the pace Corvette and Rob 
Dean’s RS America.  There are far 
worse places to be visually and aurally. 

Having had my car, an ’03 Boxster, for 
only a few months, I was unsure of its 
limits and abilities.  A pace car-led lap 
may not be the best opportunity to test 
limits, exactly, but it is a great way to 
feel out a car without worrying about 
making new friends who have guns and 
badges.  But somewhere between the 
immediacy of enjoying the right here, 
right now and wanting to preserve the 
moment to show my future uninterested 
grandchildren, there was a sweet spot 
in the experience.  I briefly considered 
attempting to video the laps with my 
cell phone.  Without a mount or a Go-
Pro, I’m not sure how that would get 
accomplished--maybe some duct tape 
and a forehead?  Common sense pre-
vailed, sort of, and my friend held his 
cell phone out the window. These situa-
tions have a dilemma attached: to wor-
ry about getting the event recorded or 
to live the experience.  If you’ve gone 

By Nick Spence 

Con’t Page 31 
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to a kids’ concert or play recently, you 
know what I mean: trying to see your kid 
by having to look around the tablet that 
the parent in front of you has hoisted in 
the air to record her kid.  I’ve been guilty 
of it, but I’ve changed my mind about it.  
I wanted to remember this experience 
by simply enjoying it and by being there. 

So, the track. Race tracks are different 
in person, just like celebrities.  Being on 
one (ahem…a race track) is a phenom-
enal experience.  It gives you an idea of 
exactly how much speed cars are taking 
into the corners and how much speed 
they’re getting on the straights, which is 
tough to judge on TV.  The pace was 
more brisk than I expected.  I tried to 
give Rob some space so 1. - I wouldn’t 
jam my frunk into his flat-six, and 2. - so 
I could go hard on the gas at the right 
times.  A much newer Boxster was in my 
mirrors.  
 

 The elevation changes in the boot 
surprised me.  More downhill and up-
hill than I expected.   
 

 The car felt like it was born for this, and 
it responded happily, like a puppy.  
Grabbing the next gear felt sublime.   

 I tried upsetting the car on purpose on 
the curbs, but it kept itself composed 
and tidy, even if its operator wasn’t.  

 

The chicane was a sea 

of apexes.   
 

It developed a worrisome tick after the 
track exit, but it’s just a loose heat 
shield).  And then it was over.   

Forgetting that I was driving my own 
car, I belike a rented mule.  at it  
 

Everything was done safely, no one got 
hurt, no one stuffed a car into a wall or 
spun out, and I think that everyone had 
a good time.  I know that we weren’t re-
ally going that fast or actually racing, but 
for those three quick laps, it was a lot of 
fun.  I can’t wait to try autocross.  I know 
a rented mule that needs some beating. 

By Nick Spence 

Www.niagarapca.
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Cooperstown in May 
By Johan Spijker 

Photos by Bob Politi and Fred Paine 

 Most of the 25 folks left from Rochester on Satur-
day morning and after a few hours on the road, 
we all met up at Brewery Ommegang for a tasting 
and a delicious lunch. Set 
in the middle of nowhere, 
the brewery looks like it 
should be in Belgium, 
where the parent compa-
ny was founded. The folks 
behind the beer handles 
gave us a wonderful tast-
ing and a lively discussion 
behind all the recipes 
used at the brewery and 
then we proceeded to the 
restaurant for lunch. The 
brewery folks had set up 3 
large tables and we or-
dered traditional bistro 
items like charcuterie 
plates, mussels in broth with frites.  I ordered a croque mad-
ame the portions were huge and very tasty. We left the 
brewery and proceeded to check in at the Otesaga Resort. 

 I'm happy to say this is 
the third trip in May that 
Maria and I have attended 
that has been organized 
by Lisa and Fred Paine. 
Okay, it's mostly Lisa but 
Fred helped out when 
asked. Mirbeau and Niag-
ara on the Lake were 
hard acts to follow but 
The Otesaga Resort and 
the Cooperstown area 
didn't disappoint. The 
weather turned out to be 
more typical early spring 
like but we got to do al-
most everything that was 
on our list. As Fred was 
fond of saying, “If you 
don't like the weather 
right now, just wait 5 
minutes.” 
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Driving in the country-
side to Cooperstown 
gives you the opportunity 
to appreciate the beauty 
of our fair state, espe-
cially in the spring when 
everything seems to be  
green and in bloom. 
Cooperstown itself is a 
picturesque and quaint 
little town with a history 
that dates back to the 
late 18th century and was 
named after James Fen-
imore Cooper's father. 
The area also hosts the 
oldest covered bridge in 
New York and I managed 
to take a few shots with 
the Politis.    

Cooperstown in May 
By Johan Spijker 

Photos by Bob Politi and Fred Paine 

Now most popular for 
the National Baseball 
Hall of Fame, it also 
hosts two world class 
museums, the Farmer's 
Museum and the Fen-
imore Art Museum. Af-
ter we checked in to 
the hotel, many of us 
walked into town to 
enjoy some shopping 
and to simply check 
out the pretty little 
stores. I think the bak-
ery did the best busi-
ness for our group  
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The Otesaga Resort is old school 
elegant and we were joined by 
two wedding parties for our 
overnight stay. The resort itself 
hosts 2 main ball rooms, an out-
door pool, a championship golf 
course and 2 restaurants, as well 
as private rooms for more inti-
mate groups. Lisa arranged for 
the Abner Doubleday Room and 
it was the perfect fit for our par-
ty of 24 PCAers. The room was a 
special touch and the food was 
beautifully prepared and dinner 
was enjoyed by all. Unfortunate-
ly, the rain had come back by 
the end of dinner and we were-
n't able to enjoy the outside 
firepit for an after-dinner adult 
beverage.  But once again, Lisa 
and Fred saved the day and gra-
ciously hosted all of us in their 
room for a scotch-tasting. This 
has now become a tradition and 
we appreciate Lisa and Fred's 
generosity for making this event 
a “can't miss date”. I only know 
some of the details that Lisa 
plans and arranges to make 
these outings seamless and en-
joyable and we all can't thank 
her enough for her efforts. Final-
ly, on Sunday morning, we en-
joyed a killer brunch in another 
private room and then were free 
to enjoy the many activities in 
the Cooperstown area. So now 
begs the question, “What's up 
for next year?” I can't wait to 
see what Lisa cooks up. 

The Otesaga Resort, lakeside 

Cooperstown in May 
By Johan Spijker 

Photos by Bob Politi and Fred Paine 

Dinner in the Abner Doubleday Room 

 View of Otesaga Lake from the porch 
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W e had our 1st Cars and Watches “SIG” on Wednesday, May 18. Four PCA mem-
bers participated and we definitely had more watches than members. The watches 
participating are all very nice along with their stories of desirability, technical fea-
tures, and style and acquisition.  

Cars and Watches 
By Rob Dean 

A couple of interesting notes 
and observations.    The Por-
sche Orfina and Seiko Sports-
man are both restored 
watches. 40 years and 52 
years old respectively. The 
Seiko is one of the few 
movement watches from 
Seiko (since most Seikos are 
now quartz electronic).   The 
Omega Moonwatch has the 
authentic Haselite crystal to 
prevent airborne glass within 
the Apollo space capsule if 
shattered in zero gravity.  
The Omegas and Panerai Lu-
minor have helium escape 
valves to prevent watch 
crystals from blowing off 
when resurfacing from deep 

ocean dives in diving bells. The diving bells are high pressure helium environments 
and when resurfacing the pressure within the watch must be equalized. (Thanks to 
US Navy submariner Art K.)The Citizens EcoDrive Chronograph “pings” the US Atomic 
clock to correct/adjust time automatically to update time for any zone, correction 
and perpetual calendar functions.  Looking forward to the next Car and Watches. If 
any members are interested drop me an email to put you on the mailing 
list. Plenty of “gear talk”, features, collectability either watches or Por-
sches for all.  

The list is generally as follows: 
 

Porsche Orfina Lamania 7100 
Technomarine Sea Pearl 
Omega Planet Ocean (2 ea) 
Omega Seamaster  Chronograph “James Bond” 
Citizens EcoDrive Chronograph with Atomic Clock Auto sync 
Seiko Sportsman 
Omega Speedmaster “Moonwatch” with Haselite crystal 

Panerai Luminor 

http://niagarapca.org/
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