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NRPCA Year in Review
NRPCA 2009 Year in Review
Something for Everyone
Tom Lyons
What a year it has been. NRPCA was really busy in 2009 and offered up something for
everyone whether your interests lie in racing, car shows or one of the many social events.
So how do you summarize a full year? According to Glenda the Good Witch, “…it’s
always good to start at the beginning”.

JANUARY:
January was a month of change. One of the biggest changes was in club leadership
with the election of new officers. Jim Arendt took the lead as president, Rich DeAsis as
veep, Mike Cohn as secretary and Bill Schicker as treasurer. One of the first things attended to by this new administration was to issue a survey asking club members what they
want from their club. The survey would be the guide for the entire year’s worth of projects and events.
One of the changes pointed out in the survey was near and dear to my heart. The members wanted changes in Flatout. Our members wanted more technical articles, more local
content and they wanted to know more about our members and their cars. To that end I
started Technically Speaking!, Member BIOS and started including more local content
(going after members with a vengeance for their story and photo contributions). I’d like to
think I met the requirements but then only you guys can answer that. Thank you to all that
submitted material. Flatout could not have survived without you.
Another major change for the club was a new and improved web page. The new page
is very pleasing to the eye, easy to navigate, has lots of pertinent information including a
special location for event photos and videos and probably most important, everything is
updated in a timely manor. A special thanks to our webmaster Jim Arendt for heading up
the web project.

FEBRUARY:
Feb 8th: We had our annual planning meeting at Terry Hills golf course in Batavia.
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The planning meeting set the groundwork for much of what would happen in the upcoming
NRPCA year. Later in the year, Terry Hills would become the NRPCA standard bearer for
future member meetings.
Feb 28th: The Zone 1 tech tactics session in Danbury CT was sold out.

MARCH:
Mar. 3rd: Registration for the Porsche Parade opened up.
Mar 9th: Registration for the Spring DE at Watkins Glen International opened.

APRIL:

Advertising Rates for FLATOUT
Full Year

Single Issue
Full page—$125

Full page—$350

1/2 Page—$100

1/2 Page—$275

1/4 Page—$80

1/4 Page—$225

1/8 Page—$65

1/8 Page—$175
Business Card—$115

To place an ad please contact Sue Juby at:
Tel#:

(585) 321-0304

Address:

95 Alton Way
W Henrietta, NY 14586

e-mail:

sreesen1@yahoo.com

Apr 5th: The BMW club beat us to the first driving event of the year with their breakfast
run to Cartwright’s Maple Tree restaurant in Angelica NY (near Swain ski area for those not
familiar with the area). Art Kriesen was the lone NRPCA participant. As Art reported in his
Breakfast Run – BMW Club article in the April issue of Flatout, in a time of the year not
associated with warm weather, they hit it just right that day with soaring temperatures and
plenty of sunshine. Not too many BMWs showed up and no Porsches but there were a few
Minis (BMWs sort of).
Apr 19th: Street Survival for Kids was held at Monroe Community College with Stu
Sacks as our chair.
Apr 25th: The annual Hershey’s Swap Meet took place in Hershey PA. Jim Gaylord and
Mark Pelkey described their experience in the May issue of Flatout. This was yet another
early spring day where the weather was really good to them. Mark and Jim had a successful
shopping trip.
Apr 26th: Opening Day at WGI is an event that Babs and I really enjoy. It is the first
driving event for NRPCA. We had a large crowd join us (25 cars) so we decided to split the
group in half with Bill Schicker leading half and leaving a little earlier and Babs and I taking
the other half and following 15 minutes later. This almost worked. The two groups caught
up crossing paths and it got a little confusing which car was in which group. In the end,
everyone got where they needed to.
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Waiting for our turn on the track
Opening Day is really a two part event. Part 1 is the ride down through the Finger
Lakes on some of the best Porsche roads I know of. Babs always finds a great route with
plenty of places to stretch the legs of the car while also provide stunning scenery. Part 2
of the event is at WGI where we get in line for our three laps of the track. This year because of the huge crowds we had to wait an extremely long time to get on the track. We
also had to share our track time with John Q. Public which meant we were not able to
open the cars up very much. I hope they fix this problem before opening day 2010. It
seems like weather is a major component of all our driving events and this event was no
different. We had a frigid start at Eastview mall but things turned absolutely balmy when
we got to the track. You can read the details in the April issue of Flatout.

MAY:
May 2nd: Tech inspection day at Ekstens is when and where the spring DE participants go and get their cars inspected for track worthiness.
May 9th: Porsche Design Eye Wear show was at the Eye Site opticians in Penfield
NY.
May 15th to 17th: Zone 1 Concours and Rally happened in Parsippany NJ
May 16th: The first autocross took place in Batavia. NRPCA teams up with the BMW
club to make autocross happen.
May 25th & 26th: NRPCA Spring DE at WGI was the first of three DE events this
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year. It should be noted that each of these events made money that was used to fund many
of the other events through the year. Congrats to the whole DE team. This event brought
in 145 drivers and 170+guests according to Jim Arendt in his article in the May issue of
Flatout.

On track at the spring DE
May 29th to 31st: The Porsche Clash took place at WGI with several NRPCA members
racing in various classes. Fran Cosentino wrote an article that was in the June issue of
Flatout. I also published the results of those races and highlighted all the NRPCA drivers.

Sometimes cars break
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May 31st: The first NRPCA breakfast run led by Bill Schicker, our club chairperson
for social events, was to a new venue, the Glen Iris Inn in Letchworht State Park. Dave
Irish reported in the June issue of Flatout that 35 people participated in the stunning drive
and delicious breakfast buffet. Babs and I look forward to doing this event again next
year.

Table full of Toys
Looking ahead to next year always makes me giddy. There are so many fun things we
could do with the club. I can’t wait to get started.
This is a club made up of members, that’s you. With your input and support we can
probably come up with even more, maybe better events to try. Does anyone know how to
run a Poker Run?

Enjoying breakfast at the Glen Iris Inn

See you all at the planning meeting in February 2010.

JUNE:
June 5th & 6th: Sahlens 6 Hours of the Glen took place at WGI.
June 5th to 7th: 944 Fest was featured in Nelsons Ledges in Garrettsville OH.
June 7th: Autocross #2 took place at Seneca Army Depot. As far as I know, nobody
hit a white deer.
June 12th & 13th: The Stoddard Porsche Swap Meet happened in Willoughby OH.
Mark Pelkey again provided a story and pictures of this event for the June issue of Flatout.
June 13th: The Classic Car Collection & Picnic was a totally new event organized by
Bill Schicker and hosted by Norm and Barb Oliver at their home in Lewiston NY and their
warehouse in Niagara Falls NY. Bob Politi’s story and photos can only give you a taste of
what we saw. This was truly a jaw dropping experience. Norm has some really rare, one
of a kind cars. This would have been event enough just seeing all those cars but we were

Read Flatout Online
View this and every monthly issue of Flatout online at www.NiagaraPCA.org. The regular monthly issues are full of event notices and recaps, club member bios, tech articles,
and much, much more!

Receiving Club Emails?
Are you receiving our club’s bimonthly broadcast emails? If not, send an email to
Email@NiagaraPCA.org to get on the email list so you can receive all the latest club
news. We promise not to flood your inbox with emails or share your email address with
anyone else.

Page 14

FLATOUT - DECEMBER 2009

NRPCA Year in Review

Page 7

FLATOUT - DECEMBER 2009

NRPCA Year in Review
also treated to a picnic at their home. This was one of my favorite events in all of 2009.
Thank you again Norm and Barb for showing us such hospitality.

NOVEMBER:
Nov 21st: This was the day of the Annual Fall Banquet. While I tend to be a jeans
and t-shirt kind of guy, it was nice seeing people dress up a little for this event. I loved
showing off the hand painted tie Babs made for me, the one with the picture of my car. I
want to try and get the design on a t-shirt. The banquet was a real success no matter how
you measure it. We set a record of 103 attendees, the most ever for a NRPCA social
event. Several awards were passed out including Curt Hinchcliffe for the Deegan Award.
Sue Reesen, Bob Politi and Chad Comeau beat out Babs and me for best photo. Wait until
next year. The club was able to award $6,000 to four local charities.

Norm Oliver showing off his collection
June 14th: The 14th was Euro Car Day at the Rose Garden in Williamsville. Both
Mark Pelkey and Russ D’Alba contributed to the article in the June issue of Flatout.
Based on their description I am going to try and make it in 2010.
June 19th to 21st: Zone 1 48 Hours at the Glen.
June 21st: The Sonnenberg Gardens Car Show was in session in Canandaigua NY.

Nice Tie

DECEMBER:
th

Dec 8 : The final members meeting in Batavia was also the annual toy drive for kids.
We filled the table with toys that will be distributed to kids in need.

June 24th & 25th: The second DE of the year, the Advanced DE, took place at WGI.
This event was intended for the more experienced driver. Rich DeAsis’s story in the July
issue of Flatout captured the flavor of the event. In his article Rich caught half the club
napping on the job!
June 27th: The third autocross of the year commenced at Cherry Valley in Lafayette
NY.
June 27th: Bill Schicker led another breakfast run. This time we went to Naples NY
for breakfast at Bob’s and Ruth’s. Along with the hot run through the Finger Lakes hills
and a detour or two because of loose stone, we all enjoyed the breakfast in Naples. As an
added bonus, Fran Cosentino invited everyone to stop at his cottage on the west side of
Canandaigua Lake. His cottage turned out to be a three building complex of three separate buildings including a main house, guest house and my favorite, a kids cottage. One of
the cutest features of the kids cottage was the three tier bunk bed where you had to climb a
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tree to get to the top bunk. How cool is that. You can read the whole story in the July
issue of Flatout.
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took it pretty hot. It was just the thing for Porsches. We visited several wineries and one
brewery before stopping for lunch in Hammondsport NY at the south end of Keuka Lake.
To read about the entire event, see the October issue of Flatout.

Sampling the best of the Finger Lakes

The Kids Cottage on the Cosentino compound
th

th

June 28 : Our fellow PCA region, Finger Lakes, hosted their annual Show and Concours at the Ramada Inn in Geneva NY.
June 29th: The Porsche Parade opened in Keystone CO.

th

Oct 12 & 13 : The Fall DE was on these two days. This would be the last for the
year as the weather was getting much colder. I swear I saw an Eskimo in the paddock.
Bert Xander’s article in the October issue of Flatout attests to how well things went. The
feedback from participants, also found in the same issue of Flatout, was all positive. I was
given backstage passes for Babs and I and we made the most of them, getting to places on
the track we had never been before and snapping some great pictures. I should have entered a few of these in the NRPCA photo contest.

JULY:
July 4th: The Porsche Parade wrapped up in Colorado.
July 5th: The Indy Racing League visited WGI.
July 11th: Autocross # 4 “flooded” into Batavia NY. In Jim Arendt’s article in the
July issue of Flatout tells us, “It was a dark and stormy night…” with the foul weather
closing in fast and threatening the entire event. Because it was PCA day, any PCA drivers
that showed up had their participation fees paid by the club. This increased participation
from the normal 2 or 3 Porsches to 10.
July 12th: Another breakfast run took place. This time the destination was Papa Joes
in Sodus NY with Bill Schicker and Jane Fairchild in the lead. Sue Reesen told us in her
article in the July issue of Flatout how 10 cars made the trip and how beautiful the scenery
along Lake Ontario was.

Rich DeAsis approaches the NASCAR straight
During the Fall DE
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July 18th: The Gimmick Rally and Picnic was the focus today. Babs Lyons outdid
herself in picking a route starting in Batavia (half way between the Buffalo and Rochester
contingents) and developing the clues in what has become a club favorite. The club provided prizes for both driver and navigator to be awarded to those with the most right answers to the clues. While the intent was to drive normal safe speeds I forgot one key component. If people are looking for answers to clues they will be driving MUCH slower.
While it shouldn’t really matter how long the drive takes as long as everyone is safe it did
impact part two of the day. We were late arriving for the picnic at Tony Frandina’s house
on Lake Erie. Tony and Diane laid out a real spread. With the views of Buffalo and Canada off in the distance it made for a magical setting. I hope Babs and I along with Tony
and Diane can team up again in 2010 to do another gimmick rally and picnic. We will
have to make the clues much harder this year. The story of the rally and picnic along with
pictures of the prize winners can be found in the July issue of Flatout.

Jerry Zack helping to launch
a hot air balloon
Sept 11th to Sept 13th: Vintage Weekend in Watkins Glen is always a great event.
Between all the driving events for the “stone bridge drivers” and the reenactments on the
streets of Watkins Glen to the hospitality tent on the esses at the track to having Lyn St.
James talk with our group. What’s not to love about that?
Sept 19th: The day of the 6th autocross for the season in Batavia.
Sept 19th: The Ski Round Top Swap Meet was today. Mark Pelkey’s article in the
September Flatout mentions that several NRPCA members were in attendance.
Sept 19th: The Hamburg Oktoberfest looked like it was a lot of fun. I really enjoyed
the photos sent in by Jerry and Lynette Zack. They can be found in the September issue of
Flatout.
Gimmick Rally First Place winners,

OCTOBER:

Sue Reesen and Chad Juby
st

rd

Oct 1 to 3 : Porsche Escape in Dayton OH.
rd

Oct 3 : The Fall Grape Harvest was our wine tour around Keuka Lake. Bill and
Jane were again our event leaders. 10 cars made this wine trip (maybe our LAST wine
trip because of changing PCA rules). Bill had a great route through the Italy valley and

nd

rd

July 22 & 23 : The CNY region of the PCA held their DE at WGI.
July 25th: The Porsches to Oxford casual Porsche party happened in Oxford OH.
July 27th & 28th: The BMW Club hosted a DE at Mosport Ontario, Canada.
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July 31st to Aug 2nd: The PCA Club Race took place at Mosport.

AUGUST:
Aug 1st: This was Euro Cruise Day at West Herr Jaguar dealership in Getzville NY.
For a small donation of a non food item to Catholic Charities you could participate in a no
judging car show. Did I mention there was free food? Bob Bijak was our point man for
this event.
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Aug 30th: Today was the day of the Akron Family Picnic. As Mark Pelkey said in
his article about the picnic in the September issue of Flatout, “We all appreciate the warm
up soiree that Bill Schicker hosts in Ellicottville, but I’m sure this event is what everyone
really looks forward to in August.” I am sure Mark meant that tongue in cheek ;-). These
annual picnics always start with a Rob Dean breakfast run. Rob’s runs are not for those
faint of heart. The picnic after was a real family style treat starting with coffee and Danish
and ending with your typical hots and hams plus people bringing something to share.
There were a lot of very tasty desserts. And since it was August, the bees decided to join
us.

Aug 7th to Aug 9th: NRPCA Summer Picnic in Ellicottville. And we all gathered in
Ellicottville. And it was good. This was for the annual Summer Picnic hosted by Bill
Schicker and Jane Fairchild. This is a great event in a beautiful venue. Bob Politi’s story
in the August issue of Flatout painted a wonderful picture of what the event was all about.
What fun it was watching Bill Schicker zip around in a golf cart with his bullhorn. It felt
like I was at summer camp.

Keith Dabb flipping burgers in Akron

SEPTEMBER:

Bill Schicker and his bull horn
Aug 16th: Autocross # 5 took place today with a second appearance at the Seneca
Army Depot venue.
Aug 29th: The Zone 1 Autocross happened at Moore Field in Ayer MA.
Aug 29th: The Car Display and Jazz Festival was a key happening on this day.
Those who participated in the Euro Car Cruise Day earlier in the month were invited
back for this event. Bob Bijak was again our local contact who managed to snag free
lunch again. Way to go Bob!

Sept 5th: This was the day of the second Tech Inspection at Ekstens. This was to get
cars ready for the fall DE that was coming in October.
Sept 5th: This was the second year for the Dansville Balloon Fest at the Dansville
airport. The event started at Lowes in Henrietta NY and followed a special route, hand
picked by Babs Lyons, down to Dansville. NRPCA was treated to special parking for an
impromptu car show. The crowds were very appreciative of the cars. Later in the day we
saw over 50 hot air balloons lunge into the sky. It was very inspiring. NRPCA members
were allowed to step out on the field and help launch a balloon. This is another favorite
event for Babs and me. I would definitely put this one on your calendar for next year.

