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UPCOMING EVENTS
ANNUAL FALL BANQUET
Celebrate the end of the driving season in style at our annual fall banquet being
held on Saturday, November 21 at Brio, 3400 Monroe Avenue in Pittsford. $25 pp
by October 31, $30 pp by November 14. Includes hor d’oeuvres, a fantastic dinner, live music, two cocktails, and cash bar following. Entrée selections: NY Strip,
Salmon, Penne Pollo, and Stuffed Chicken Breast.
Send check today (payable to “Niagara PCA”) and meal choice(s) to Bill Schicker,
20 Edendery Circle, Fairport, NY 14450.
Questions: (585) 377-1495 or Treasurer@NiagaraPCA.org

Don’t Miss Any NRPCA Social Events
Sign up for Bill Schicker’s
E-mail notifications by sending
Bill an e-mail at:
schkfair@rochester.rr.com
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President’s Message
As we downshift into Fall, many of us are in the process of getting our cars ready for the long Winter
season. While the driving season is largely (and disappointingly) over, the Niagara Region has a couple
fantastic events lined up in the coming months. The Annual Fall Banquet on November 21 is sure to be a
crowd pleaser. Reservations are now being accepted for this event which will include a terrific dinner and
live music. The December 8 monthly meeting will feature our annual Toy Drive, collecting new unwrapped
toys to be donated to Toys For Tots. Please check our web site Event Calendar for all the details on these
great upcoming events; I hope to see you there!

Take care,

Jim Arendt
President
Niagara Region PCA

TECH ADVISORS WANTED
In an effort to provide technical assistance to our members, we are seeking a few individuals to serve as Tech Advisors for
our club.
A Tech Advisor will have a basic understanding of the technical aspects of a particular Porsche model, and be available to
answer member questions regarding that model. You needn’t be a certified master mechanic to be a Tech Advisor, but
simply possess a general understanding of a particular Porsche model. Contact information (phone number and/or email
address) for each Tech Advisor will be posted on our website for our member’s convenience. More info at http://
www.niagarapca.org/pages/23.
If you have any questions or are interested in serving as a Tech Advisor, please contact Jim Arendt at :
President@NiagaraPCA.org.

EDITOR’S NOTE:
Want to advertise your business in Flatout? Well now you can. Contact Sue Reeson
for details and cost options.
Don’t forget to send me your stories and pictures. There is no Flatout without them.
Tom Lyons
Editor Flatout
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NRPCA Members Report
October Members Report
Member Stats
Primary Members 341
Affiliate Members 261
Life Members 1
Transfers in 0
Transfers out 0
Renewals 25
Non renewals 9
Total Members 603

Welcome Our New members –

Campbell, Matthew
Meyers, Mike
.
OCTOBER PCA ANNIVERSARIES

35 YEARS
Robert Brown

1 YEAR
James Culbertson
John Dunn

8. We'd have a PinkCarNation
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Winter Storage & Maintenance Tips
WINTER STORAGE AND MAINTENANCE TIPS
By: Ken Koop—The Yellowstone Region (Old Faithful
Newsletter)

Everyone wants to keep their Porsches in the best possible shape they can. Living in this part of the country requires a little extra preparation before winter to have a car
that will be ready for the road next spring. Even though
you’re not using it, storing your car for six months can still
be hard on it. With some preparation, your Porsche will
look beautiful in the spring and be ready for the road. Here
are some suggestions before putting your cars away for the
winter.

Wash your vehicle. Be sure to thoroughly clean under
the car as well as the wheel wells. After washing, don’t
forget to open and dry door sills, sun roof sill, engine and
trunk compartment. Wax the car if needed. Clean interior
and trunk. (Never use cleaners with ammonia in them for
the windows). Treat all leather with a good leather conditioner every two years. Apply a tire treatment and clean
the rims.

Change the oil and brake fluid if needed. Check all fluids for proper levels (coolant, power steering fluid, oil and
windshield washer fluid--fill with a good fluid that will not
freeze). Check the battery fluid level. Using a flash, light
look into each cell, if the water level is above the cells, the
level is ok. If the cells are exposed then add distilled water
to bring up to the top of the cell. Connect a battery maintainer. (Especially important for 1990 cars and newer).

Top off the gas tank. Inflate tires to the maximum pressure that the side wall pressure permits. Don’t forget to
readjust to the pressure before driving next spring.

For manual cars leave gear shift lever in neutral, for
automatic cars leave in park. Block tires with 2 by 4’s or
wheel chocks. Do not set parking break! (This stretches
the cable over long periods of time).

Cover your car. If at all possible leave in a heated garage around 62 degrees with low or no humidity. Place
“Decon” in your garage to keep mice from dinning on your
rubber parts or nesting in unwanted areas. (If you have
pets do not allow them into the area with Decon.)

It is also a good idea to start the car for 10-15 minutes

every month to circulate fluids. As the car is
running, turn the air conditioner and heater on
to circulate their fluids as well. Pump the break
and clutch pedals 5-10 times to keeps those
parts functioning. With this extra care, your
Porsche should last longer and have fewer
problems in the years to come.

EDITOR’S NOTE:

I am sure some of you seasoned Porsche
guys and gals will have alternate advice about
proper winter storage. I would love to hear from
you. It would be a terrific idea to publish several
points of view and the user can select what
serves them best.

I for one store my car parked on high density
foam to try and avoid flat spots on my tires. I
also disconnect my battery completely .

What do you do and why?

Send me a note and I’ll publish it.

Send your comments to:

tomlyons911@yahoo.com

7. In a car pool
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Member Bios
READ THIS!!
…..When we did the members survey last winter one of the things many members requested was information about
other members and their cars. Starting in March we published the first set of Member BIOS starting with club leadership and me of course. I couldn’t ask you to do it if I didn’t do it. Since March I’ve published 20 member BIOS and I
have two more ready to go for November (Art Kriesen and Dave Eley). First I want to thank those that shared their
information. I have certainly enjoyed reading them and based on feedback I’ve gotten many of our readers enjoyed
them too. Also since March I have sent out 62 requests for member BIOS feedback. As you can see the return rate is
about one in three. If I have already sent you a request, and you know who you are, please take a little time to finish
your BIO and send it back to me. Without your help this column could disappear.
If anyone wants to provide me with BIO info and pictures and I have not contacted you yet please let me know
(tomlyons911@yahoo.com ) and I’ll get you the form to complete.

Name:
What is your favorite story/event involving
you and your Porsche?

Ed Hurtubis

Wife’s/Husband’s name?
Lin

Years NRPCA Member?
4 years

Other Family Members:
Daughter Amy,
her husband
Don, and two
boys Ian 5 and
Kyler 1. Our
son Brian has
two girls Juliette
12 and Cora 5.

2002 Boxster
What got you
interested in Porsche?
Over the years I have owned an Austin Healey 3000,
Triumph TR250, and a MGB. All these cars were
great, but this time the racing heritage, quality, and
style of Porsche won me over.

I retired from Kodak in 2004 and had been planning a
retirement
gift for
myself for
some
time... a
Porsche,
Boxster.
In the
Limo
Spring of
2005 I got
serious
looking for "the" car, both locally and on the internet. I found a 2002, Boxster that met most of my
"wants" on eBay and the rest is history. The car
was located in Queens, New York City, and we
made one way flight arrangements to go get the
car. The day we were to leave, my Son who
offered to drive us to the airport, showed up in a
stretch limo. The limo ride, flight to JFK, buying
the Boxster, and driving it home was truly a
memorable event.

What would you most like to do with your
Porsche?
Trade it for a Carrera GT.

What do you like to do in your Porsche?
It's a pure pleasure to drive. Lin and I enjoy taking
rides, both day trips as well as a week on the road.
This Fall we are going to Maine, Massachusetts, Vermont, and to Lake Placid.

6. I am a bridge

Continued on next page
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Member Bios
Continued from previous page

Totaled a 911 at Watkins Glen

What would you most like to do with your
Porsche?

Name:
Russ D’Alba

Continue driving and maintaining them for many
more years…
Wife’s/Husband’s name:
Marcia

Years NRPCA Member:

The Pact

19
Near the end of their racing careers, a Ferrari
and a Porsche made a pact. The first one to
reach racing heaven would let the other know if
heaven even had car racing.

Other Family Members:
2 daughters

What got you interested in Porsche?
My cousin bought a used 356a in 1964.

When did you get your first Porsche?
In 1971 I bought a 1963 356B

As luck would have it, the Porsche was demolished in a fiery wreck. A few days later, it revealed itself to the Ferrari in a vision. "I have
some good news and some bad news," the Porsche told the Ferrari. "The good news is that
heaven is crazy about auto racing. They have
everything here--NASCAR, Indy cars, Formula 1,
you name it."

What Porsche(s) do you have now?
1959 356a ConvD, 1988 911 Targa, 1989 944 Turbo
S, and a 2000 Boxster S.

What do you
like to do in
your Porsche?
Pleasure and
daily driving

Part of Russ’s Collection

What is your
favorite story/
event/incident involving you and your Porsche?
My older daughter and I drove cross country in our
Boxster S the summer after she got her driver’s license.

What is the worst thing that has happened to you
and your Porsche?

"So what's the bad news?" the Ferrari asked the
deceased Porsche.

"The bad news is that you've won the pole position for next Saturday's race."
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Fall Grape Harvest
Fall Grape Harvest
Tom Lyons

After a whole week of rain, the sun came out in all
its glory for the NRPCA’s Fall Grape Harvest tour. The
sun was so bright it hurt your eyes just looking around.
Believe me, that is NOT a complaint. It was nice to
say ‘hello” to our old friend.

Typically for touring events into the Finger Lakes,
we met at Eastview Mall in Victor, NY…VERY early.
We had ten Porsches on hand and two other vehicles.
It was nice to have a few folks from the Buffalo area
with us. As Bill Schicker, event organizer, promised,
we left promptly at 9:00am and headed towards the
Lakes.

The plan Bill and Jane Fairchild mapped out was to
concentrate on the west side of Keuka Lake with a
couple of stops
in the Naples
area to check
out some art
work. Over the
course of the
day we would
visit four wineries and one
Meeting at Eastview Mall
brewery before
stopping for
lunch in Hamondsport.

The drive to Naples followed a familiar route from
Victor down towards the east side of Honeoye Lake
and turning south on Gulick road. That is when we hit
our first problem. Strike one! Gulick road had recently
been chip sealed. Chip sealing involves pouring oil on
the street followed by a layer of small chipped stones.
Over time, traffic
is expected to
smooth the road
after the sealing
so there is a lot
of loose stone to
deal with. It
was too much
for us so we had
Driving in the Finger Lakes
to turn around
and find an alternate route. Unfortunately the alternate route eliminated some of the art stops that were planned. We

continued towards Naples reaching the village for
planned stop number two. Strike two! The art
we were planning to see was not there. Damn!

Undaunted
we continued on,
south of
Naples, to
the Italy
Valley.
What a
great Porsche road!
There
were
Art...What art??
plenty of
elevation
changes,
plenty of tight turns, and little other traffic. We
got sailing along pretty good. I would put this on
the list of 10 best routes in the Finger Lakes.
Look for a copy of the route at the end of this
article.

We made our first winery stop at Hunt Hollow.
Their fall festival was in full swing, so in addition
to wine tasting there were crafts to look at and
food to try (the chocolate raspberry sample was
to die for). Bill gave us a ½ hour to frolic before
we headed out to our next venue.

The Keuka Lake Brewery was to be our next
stop, but first we had to maneuver some treacherous stony roads. Instead of a Fall Harvest
Grape Tour perhaps this should have been
called a “rock” and roll show. As we proceeded
up a very
steep road
to the entrance of
the brewery, Don
Stephans
got a
stone
stuck in
Tasting at Hunt Hollow
his rotor.
Those
closest to his car winced when they heard the
noise.
Continued on next page
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Fall Grape Harvest
Continued from previous page

As Babs and I
were towards
the back of the
line we didn’t
know what was
going on only
that we were
creeping VERY
Keuka Brewing Compan
slowly up that
very steep hill
and my clutch was in pain. When we finally got to the
parking lot and learned what had happened we understood the reason for the delay. Mike Zotter used his
mechanical prowess to remove the offending stone.
All was good, at least for the moment. We still had to
go back down that same stony road.

We didn’t run
into any additional problems
heading down
the stony road
and headed
towards our
next stop, Dr.
Frank’s. While
were waiting in
Not tasting then you get a
line for tasting at
time out
Dr. Franks, one
of the bars on
the other side of the glass window seemed ready to
serve. The bartender was trying to communicate with
us through the glass but we could not make out what
he was saying. We thought he was asking what group
we were. I
showed him the
Porsche emblem on my shirt
and he kind of
shrugged his
shoulders. A
few minutes
later he appeared at the
door and asked
us what Porsche Club reTasting at Dr. Franks
gion we were
from. I told him
Niagara. He
asked if we had ever heard the story about how the
Finger Lakes region was created by some butt head

that wanted to split from Niagara. I told him I had
heard the story. That’s when he told us that HE
was the butthead! I am sorry I didn’t get his
name as he disappeared back through the door.

After
sampling
some of
Dr.
Frank’s
best, we
moved on
to Heron
Hill winery.
Keuka Lake from Heron Hill
It was
really
crowded. The tasting bar was four to five people
deep. I decided to pass on the tasting but many
others braved the crowds and bellied up. Babs
and I decided to
wander a
little while
the rest of
our party
finished
their tasting. Out
Tasting at Heron Hill
on the
patio we
ran into fellow NRPCA members Tom and Linda
Keating who were camping with Dan Deegan
and Alice Radloff on the other side of Keuka
Lake. Small world!

Our last winery was Bully Hill. Speaking of
small world, we ran into another NRPCA member, Johan and Maria Spijker, who was visiting
the winery with a neighbor. Bully Hill is as much
famous for its floor show as it is for its wines.
The legacy of Walter Taylor still permeates the
atmosphere. A little know fact: Mary and Dick
Cott went to college with Walter Taylor. Again
the crowd was very large, so Babs and I and
several others decided to pass on the tasting and
instead went out on the porch to enjoy the view
of Keuka Lake while waiting for others who were
enjoying the show. The exuberance from inside
erupted several times, enticing us to investigate
the proceedings. The bartenders at Bully Hill
practice their routines and timing with the same
enthusiasm as a Vegas standup comic. Like I
said, the show was every bit as important as the
wine.
Continued on next page
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Fall Grape Harvest
Continued from previous page

Our original schedule has us going to the Village
Tavern in Hammondsport at 2:00 for lunch. It was now
after 2:30 and we were still at Bully Hill. We were getting so hungry
we could have
eaten the north
end of a south
bound skunk.
Bill came out on
the porch and
must have
heard our stomPorsche parking at Bully Hill
achs growling,
because he
started to get people rounded up for the trip into
Hammonsport and lunch. The restaurant was ready
for us with a table set up in the back of the restaurant
big enough for all of us. They were doing a land office
business that day which made me think we were going
to be there all afternoon. While the service was a little
slow because of the huge crowd, the waitress got our
orders for food and beverage taken and the food arrived pretty close together. The food was pretty good.
I’d go back there again.

Babs and I left when we finished lunch and started
to head back to Rochester with Art Kriesen following
us. We took Rt.
54a up the west
side of Keuka
Lake, enjoying
the scenery.
Once past the
lake we had a
spirited ride
through Gorham
Lunch at the Village Tavern
and into Canandaigua. We
took Rt. 332 to
the Thruway for the last bit of the trip and ran into a
huge traffic jam at the toll booths. Once past the toll
booth it was clear sailing the rest of the way home.

It was a really great day driving some fine cars,
enjoying the company of some really great people, and
one of the best things, not a drop of rain all day. Despite the two strikes early in our trip today, the day as
a whole was a home run.

5. 110 miles. (73037)

Two Porsche Salesmen…

Two Porsche salesmen were sitting at the bar.
One complained to the other,
"Boy, business sucks. If I don't sell more cars this
month, I'm going to
lose my @#$%@^$ butt!"

Too late - he noticed a beautiful blonde, sitting
two stools away.
Immediately, he offered apologies for his use of
bad language.

"That's okay," the blonde replied, "I have a very
similar problem ...
If I don't sell more butt this month, I'm going to
lose my @#$%@^$ car!"

What do you call a dumb blonde behind a steering wheel?

An airbag.

Why is it good to have a blonde passenger?

You can park in the handicapped spots

OCTOBER 2009
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NASA Racing
Diary of a Racer
Notes from Jim Arendt’s “Thunder at The Glen” NASA
race, October 2-4, 2009.
Green minus 12 days
Car prep begins in earnest. Complete nut & bolt check,
tensioned all belts, inspect all hoses, etc. Found two loose
caster block bolts; that explains the odd handling issues last
time out at the track. Made shop appointment for yet another alignment to ensure proper settings. Changed oil,
replaced rear brake rotors.
Green minus 11 days
Met with team mate and fellow Niagara Region PCA
member Jim Gaylord to discuss race logistics. Tech forms,
dyno certification reports, log books, and hotel reservations
are all set. Filled all fuel jugs, one less thing to think about
for next week. Checked the driver roster – 73 drivers signed
up so far, 10 in GTS3 class. This is one big race group!
Hoping they break it into two groups; 120 hp Spec Miatas
and 600 hp Super Unlimited cars don’t necessarily play well
together (see YouTube video of last year’s restart at WGI chaos).
Green minus 9
days
Race day must
be getting closer,
had my first race
dream last night.
Don’t remember
the particulars,
Jim’s 944 turbo
but I awoke with
a smile on my
face. Received
the race schedule today. Good news is they split the racers
into two groups, bad news is that GTS3 class is placed with
the fast SU and AI series so there will be fewer cars in my
lap time range to race with. I prefer to race with 944C,
944SC, and SE30 which are more my speed. No matter,
we’ll make do with what we are dealt. While starting in the
last position there is nothing to lose; only one way to go –
forward.
Green minus 6 days
Watching video from last year’s WGI race. I’ve got so
much race-craft to learn, primarily to not be so damn nice.
TAKE positions, and quit GIVING positions. Be more
(cautiously) aggressive and make others work for their pass.
Such a different mindset from Driver Education events
where we are encouraged to not slow anyone else down and
keep out of faster cars’ way. I’m still relatively new at this
game, it’ll come with time. Final car prep, ground down the
LR fender to prevent the new wider Hoosiers from rubbing.
All batteries on chargers – car, impact wrench, both in-car
video cameras, and trailer winch battery. Organized all

tools and garage gear. Friday can’t get here quick
enough, it’s going to be a long week.
Green minus 24 hours (Friday)
All packed, loaded, and on the road. The anticipation, looking forward to hanging with friends, and
forgetting about reality for a few days is priceless. All
the best songs play on the radio on the trip down
along Seneca Lake. Friday is open track day for practice/tuning. Rain on and off, never gets out of the
40’s, windy. All too familiar weather at The Glen.
Took advantage of the dreary weather to enjoy a leisurely lunch at House of Hong, then toured the International Motor Racing Research Center in town.
Today marks the 61st anniversary of the very first
Watkins Glen Grand Prix taking place on the streets
of this village in 1948. Original race organizer Cameron Argetsinger quipped after that first race, “It was
dust, and
smoke, and
thunder. It
was… completely
delightful.”
So much
has
changed in
the 61 years
since that
first race,
yet…so
Some guys get all the
much rechicks
mains the
same. We
settle in to our rooms at Seneca Lodge. Despite the
rustic surroundings, this place always feels like home.
Race Day 1 (Saturday)
Early morning fog delays the schedule half an
hour, no rain though and the sun breaks through eventually. The track is super slick during practice, but
proves promising. Perhaps I won’t come in last place
after all. I’ll keep that thought to myself for now
though so I don’t jinx myself. The Hoosiers are
hooked up, thanks to the last minute alignment, and
are much more confidence inspiring that my first laps
on them a few weeks ago. Qualified 40 out of 45.
Sitting on grid before the start of the race, I suddenly
realize that my hydration regimen has worked… too
well.
Continued on next page
Continued from previous page
80 yards to a porto potty, but I’m strapped in, helmet/
HANS/window net, do I have time to make it there
and back? What would David Murry do? I’ll bet pro

OCTOBER 2009

Page 13

NASA Racing
drivers never have this problem. Grid marshals give the two
minute warning, my “pit stop” will have to wait. Time to
focus on the task at hand. Pace car driver must be a newbie,
we’re doing 125 mph down the back straight…on the pace
lap. Get bunched up and stopped by T9. The start is uneventful and away we go. Finished 28 out of 45, 9 out of 15
in class. Turned a fast lap within .5 seconds of my personal
record, and beat the guy behind (along side) me by .1 seconds. Had the most fun ever on the track yet. This race
completes my rookie requirements, I have now obtained my
full competition license. Life is good!
Race Day 2 (Sunday)
Bleed brakes and put new front pads in. Feeling good
about yesterday, tempering my enthusiasm in an effort to
bring the car home in one piece. The weekend can easily
and quickly be ruined by becoming overly exuberant after a
fantastic first race; a lesson quite effectively demonstrated
at Mid Ohio last year, requiring a trip to the body shop. A
few rain drops while in grid for qualifying, luckily it doesn’t
last. Qualified 34 out of 39. It becomes clear that I need to
take qualifying more seriously, I have underestimated its
importance. Race start waved off due to Speedy Dry covering T10-T1, two
pace laps, start is
a huge cloud of
dust/Speedy Dry.
Five laps in and a
brand new 2010
Corvette ZR1
stuffs it into the
wall after T8
causing the race
to be called early.
Finished 29 out of
40, 10 out of 14
Car parts in a bucket, not
in class. Taking
good
the car home
unscathed, thoroughly enjoyed the company of my teammate and in-class
competitor Jim Gaylord, and had an unbelievably fantastic
weekend. It really doesn’t get any better than this. Can it
really be over already?
Green plus 24 hours
Is there a detox program for racers? I have accomplished
absolutely nothing today. Spent the day reviewing in-car
video, sharing pics/video/banter with friends, and posting
online. Went out to the car trailer to grab something and
inhaled deeply when I caught a whiff of brake dust. Can’t
seem to get this silly grin off my face. On second thought,
if there is a cure for this addiction called “racing” I will
choose to forego treatment, as I would rather live within this
ignorant blissfulness.

Of all the days I have spent at Watkins Glen for
driving schools and open track days, NONE can compare to the thrill of wheel-to-wheel racing at this historic racing circuit. All the triumphs and tragedies
that have taken place on these grounds. We are
spoiled having such a circuit so close by, and no doubt
envied by racers around the globe. We should be
mindful to never take for granted what we get to experience on a regular basis. Fittipaldi, Andretti,
Scheckter, Leffite, Ickx, Lauda, Surtees, Villeneuve,
Holbert, Mears, Unser, Sneva, Ongias, Gurney, and
thousands of other racers have turned fast laps here; it
truly is a spiritual place. Thunder at The Glen…It
was dust, and smoke, and thunder. It was…
completely delightful.
Amazing Research
Submitted by Jerry Zack
Molson School of Business study has found men's
testosterone levels spike when driving ostentatious
cars, effectively making them "sexual signaling" devices. The John Molson School of Business will be
rechristened the "School of Obviousness"
next week.
The study put 39 male volunteers into both a
1993 Toyota Camry and a Porsche 911 Carrera Cabriolet and let them drive the car around on a quiet road
and on a pedestrian dense road where women would
be looking at them. After each instance saliva was
taken and testosterone levels measured and, surprise
surprise, the Camry didn't effect levels at all. However, the Porsche caused sustained
and elevated testosterone levels, with or without
onlookers.
The results indicated men consciously or unconsciously use flashy cars as a signaling method to
prove their sexual worth, something like a mechanical
peacock tail, which in all reality didn't need to be
studied to be confirmed. It is interesting though, in
that this study is essentially the flip side of the UK
study which found women are more attracted to men
in expensive cars. Seems science is finally catching up
to what has been common knowledge for, what, sixty
years?
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Fall DE
Niagara Region Heats Up the Track One Last Time in
2009
Bert Xander
As I write this, I am still shaking off the cold conditions that drivers faced during the annual Niagara
Region Fall
Drivers Education event
at Watkins
Glen International on Monday/Tuesday,
October 12 &
13. Now in its
Boy was it cold out
third year, this
event has
garnered a loyal following as 120 participants took
advantage of one last track opportunity before putting cars away for the season.

Pre-event check in was again held at the Seneca
Lodge on Sunday afternoon/evening before the
event. It is always great to greet the loyal Niagara
DE regulars, many who come from long distances,
and newcomers to our events. Participants were
greeted by the DE Committee consisting of Rich
DeAsis (Chief Instructor), Jim Arendt (Safety & Tech
Chair), Curt Hinchcliffe (Registrar), Bob Veltz (Track
Steward) in addition to myself. We always strive to
improve our events and this time we offered final
tech inspection at the Lodge to relieve the Monday
morning rush with thirty drivers taking advantage of
this opportunity. Rich again held an orientation
meeting on Sunday evening for an anxious group of
new drivers and followed up with a pre-event instructors meeting.

Monday morning dawned early with crisp thirtydegree temperatures and a forecast that called for
cold conditions both
days. However, the savior was we
experienced
virtually no
rain either day
and the
Sole of the boot
weather did
not interrupt
any on-track activities – in fact, track conditions were
relatively good. Similar to our May event, Rich and

Chief Classroom Instructor Jim Tulloch, implemented some new passing protocols that extended the passing zones in an effort to reduce
the formation of “trains” in each run group. With
passing exercises held during on-track sessions,
any “kinks” were ironed out and the feedback
from participants was very positive. This really
enhanced the enjoyment of many and raises the
status of Niagara Region as one of the progressive high performance driving events.

On Monday evening following the day’s
events, about forty participants climbed into the
back of pickup trucks and into cars for a “track
walk” hosted by Jim Tulloch. Even though we
were cold and weary, Jim’s narrative captured
our attention and all found this informative and
worthwhile. It always amazes me how different
the track looks when you walk it instead of driving it.

On Tuesday we presented the Mike Bohan
Drivers Education scholarship (in memory of the
former Niagara Region President) to a first time
Niagara student. Joseph Prinzbach won the
award through a drawing of eligible participants
and is now entitled to attend an upcoming Niagara drivers education event free of charge. In
addition, several NRPCA and Porsche souvenirs
were raffled to lucky winners.

Tuesday was again a cold driving day; however we experienced only two very minor mishaps during the entire event despite the more
slippery track conditions. This is a testament to
the emphasis on safety we advocate during our
events. All and all, a successful, safe and fun
event was held. Several NPCA members volunteered to help and/or observe – we hope they will
become new participants soon. Special thanks
goes to the DE committee members, Jim, Rich,
Curt, Bob and Karen, Jim Tulloch, our sponsor
Seneca Lodge, and the staff at Watkins Glen for
a great event! Mark your calendars now for our
Spring drivers education next May and we will
see you at the track in 2010!

4. The letter 'a.'
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Fall DE Feedback
Here is a sampling of just some of the many emails
received by attendees of the Niagara Region Driver
Education event at Watkins Glen October 12/13,
2009. Kudos to the DE Committee for a job well
done: Bert Xander, Curt Hinchcliffe, Rich DeAsis,
Bob & Karen Veltz, and Jim Tulloch.
———————————————————————
Overall a great event. W.E.
The event was a huge improvement, especially
regarding the advanced drills. I finally
watched the
white group
catch up with
the concept
and had some
of the best
train free runs
on the second
day that I ever
In the esses
have. It was
a large help to
have food available on site. Despite the
cold, the track walk was a great experience. Love the addition of video in the
classroom. S.B.
I had a wonderful time and I'm looking forward
to next year! D.R.
Great event. You folks do a nice job and make
me feel welcome. K.H.
Great school! B.D.
Overall I thought it was a great event. I liked
the track lunches. I loved the classroom
instruction and Jim. J.I.
This is a great event because of the quality of
people that put it on. F.S.
A great time. The students as well as myself
really enjoy the passing drills that we do, it
really encourages them and teaches them
the fundamentals of learning to drive their
cars on a road racing track. Kudos to your
club for having one of the best driver eds in
the area. D.C.
I had a great time and thanks for being so flexible with my wife and I sharing a car. D.Q.

Outstanding event! One of the best of the
year. All good. M.M.
Had a great time, thanks. P.K.
It was a great event... Thank you for letting
me attend after so many attempts to join
you guys at the track. My student was
(S.J.), fantastic to work with and made
real progress. I look forward to joining
you again in the spring. C.W.
The event was terrific! J.L.
As usual, a very well run event. I especially
like the late passing exercises that
you've incorporated into the event. It
certainly keeps things interesting and
adds a great learning experience. S.N.
I had a great time at the event and everything
seemed to
work fine. I
was in the
black
group and
although I
didn't have
the fastest
Up the hill
car I still
had a
good time. Hope to attend a school next
year. R.R.
I was able to bring 3 people who had never
been to the Niagara DE and they loved
it. I had told them it was in line with DE
at Genesee Valley BMW and they totally agreed. They said they would be
there in May. J.B.
The event was a blast. A major reason why
is how well the Niagara Region PCA
runs the event. I had a great instructor
(M.M.) and I particularly liked that he
drove the same car as I do. Jim's track
walk at the end of day one was amazing
and an absolute highlight of the event. I
also liked opening up the media center
for lunch due to the cold weather. R.D.
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Photographing the Fall DE
Photographing the Fall DE
Tom Lyons

I always try and make the DEs so I have a collection of pictures to use in Flatout. In previous DEs I
was told that I was not to wander around the grounds
and I was to stay in the garage area because of insurance issues and track management orders. I always
ignored those orders and drove all over the place trying to get good pictures. Imagine my surprise when
Jim Arendt told me that track management is granting
Babs and me access to all the flag stands so we can
get better photos. I was blown away. It as like having
a backstage, all access pass to a Dave Mathews concert.

We got our back stage pass, I mean special wrist
band, from Bert Xander and wasted no time in heading
out to the first flag stand. What a feeling we had when
approaching a flag stand and being waved in. This
was quite contrary to what we had come to know in the
past. We were told that the flag stations were radioed
to expect us.
This was glorious.

Our first stop
was at the end
of the long
straight. The
flag person reThe back straight
quired that we
stayed behind
the fence for safety reasons so many of the shots from
there have a
little bit of chain
link in them. I
also noticed in
post processing
that many of the
cars are not
100% in focus.
It’s tough taking
pictures of cars
Towards the front straight
zipping by at
more than 100
MPH. From the back straight we moved to the sweeping turn after the bus stop. I would use turn numbers
but they always confuse me as different people have
different understandings of what turn is what number.
We had to wake the flag person up (not really, she had
her headset on and was watching the track so if took

us a while to get her attention). She let us in and
told us we
could go
right up to
the guard
rail. We
got some
good
shots of
cars hitting
the apex
Napping???
from about
10 feet
away.

We wandered all over and eventually got to
ALL the flag stations except the end of the front
straight. The gate was locked and I could not get
their attention. Oh well. We even got to climb
into the tower at the end of the boot coming onto
the NASCAR straight. The shots we were able
to get were from locations I had never been to or
even seen before. Imagine taking pictures leaning over the guard rail on the laces of the boot.

…..We were ecstatic. I used up two sets of batteries and
had
started on
the third. I
took 142
pictures.
After deleting the
ones
Toward the sole of the boot
where I
got a fuzzy
shot of my foot or the sky and sorting through for
some of the better shots I was able to load 58
pictures onto my shutterfly account. I also
posted the link to shutterfly on facebook. The
link should be on the NRPCA website by the time
you read this.

…..I hope this new attitude is a sign of things to
come. I look forward to going to the spring DE in
2010 and taking more pictures. Maybe I can get
the front straight too this time.

3. The black car was a hearse and was on it's
way to a funeral.
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Extreme Makeover 944 Turbo
David Grant

thing repainted, in its original black.

Photos by V. Poirier

What? Years ago, I bought a bent 1986 944Turbo to
make it into a track car. The frame shop said NO. The
interior was
flawless, and
found a new
home in my
son's 1987. Its
special engine,
transaxle,
brakes and
wheels were
A bent ‘86 944 Turbo
transplanted to
another 944. I
did not feel good about sending it off to the shredder,
so it sat.

Trauma? Too often a collision (or years of languishing
outdoors) will damage your cherished Porsche beyond
the point of practical repair. This leads to a moral dilemma. Sadly, one has to suffer the emotional trauma
of sending your
dear friend off to
the scrap metal
dealer, directly
or indirectly.
There are few
alternatives. I
know of one
crumpled, red
Modifications started
944Turbo which
was used for
rescue team jaws-of-life practice in 2004. At least its
end did some good. Most unfixable Porsches are
shredded and recycled like soup cans.

The Answer? We camp out at race tracks a lot.
Sleeping in Vicki’s van was better than in a tent, but
we had to leave all our Porsches at home. I had an
idea. A few minutes with a tape measure told me it
would work.

How? I started by slicing the parts I would be keeping
(roof, rear portion, driver's door and hinge post) from
the parts that would indeed be shredded. I then extended the original rocker panels by several feet, and
installed a new flat floor, and new front bodywork. The
original
Porsche panels had to be made prettier, and the whole

What is that? The camper as it is now configured, offers a large (55x80+") space for sleeping,
a 12v battery, 120vac inverter, ventilation system, 12v water pump and water storage tank,
large

Gimli Motorsport Park –04
12v/120vac refrigerator, screened power window,
and of course lots of storage space. The battery
is continually recharged by the tow car when on
the road. When parked overnight, the charge
circuit can be separated, so the tow car will start
even if the trailer battery runs down. The camper
weighs under 800 pounds empty, with about 100
pounds of tongue load. The original 951 rear
trailing arms and shocks were used, but the torsion bars were reset, to bring ride height to a
level matching the tow car. The tow car was
raised an inch at the rear, to accommodate the
extra tongue load. The tow car got a circuit
breaker near its battery, and a new heavy wire to
the back of the car, for charging and powering
the trailer.

Towing It is very stable on the road. Backing up
is easy. The car-trailer combination weighs a
few hundred pounds more than a fully loaded
944, so it is no drag-race winner, but it will climb
any hill in
the Rockies at any
safe
speed one
might
choose.
Fuel mileage on a
Eye catching
freeway at
75mph is
close to 25 mpg. It is able to turn about as
sharply as the 944 on its own.
Continued on next page
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Welcome to Colorado
Continued from previous page

Only really steep hills require shifting out of 5th gear
(car is a 1985 944). In really hot weather, I leave the
12v cool air system on as we drive, to keep it less like
an oven.

Roomy Anyone taking a Porsche on a long trip may
have wished for more space, especially after too much
shopping! This trailer triples your cargo space, so
these troubles would be over if you had one of these
on your next driving vacation trip.

Comments: Over the years, there have been lots of
variations on the theme of 'WHAT IS THAT?" A few "is
that a spare car, in case you need parts on your trip?"
Lots of "Did you know there is a car following you
really close?" comments. One Minnesota small-town
cop (on a break outside a convenience store) said "I
thought for a minute there I was going to have to write
up a collision report…" I do not recall buying gas and
not having another customer come over, to make a
comment or to see the camper. Best conversation
starter out there!

Picture # 3, we used duct tape and sheet
metal screws to re-attach the plastic panels.
When we
got to
Denver,
we got
some
black
paint,
black ducttape and
silicone
sealant.

‘Picture # 1
Picture
# 4, At
Keystone,
we completed our
temporary
repairs,
shown at
left.

Picture # 2
WELCOME TO COLORADO
David Grant

As we entered Colorado, we decided to visit the
State’s official Welcome Center. Very nice restroom,
and a free State Map. We were driving on the exit
road, when there was a BANG. I noticed debris on the
road behind us. An 85 year old Arizona man had put
his truck into reverse without looking for traffic. Some
of our paint had rubbed off onto his rear bumper. He
had torn the fiberglass passenger-side door from our
trailer, and caved the rear fender into the tire. We
traded insurance information.

Picture # 3

Picture #1, An Arizonan watches me work; note the
bed and contents through door opening.

Picture # 4
Picture #2, I removed the tire and used our scissors-jack to push the steel clear of where the tire
would go.

2. They all made right-hand turns.
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End of the Driving Season
End of the Driving Season
Tom Lyons

The end of the Porsche driving season hit me
square between the eyes. The weather shortened our
season canceling two events that Babs and I were
really looking forward to, The Chili Run and the drive to
Ellicottville. It’s possible that Bill Schicker or someone
else might still come up with some impromptu event
that will draw us out one last time but I think it’s
unlikely. That means its time to start thinking about
putting the car away for the season.

There is already an article in this issue of Flatout
about storing your car for the winter so I won’t go into
that here. What I will go into is thinking ahead towards
next driving season.

The Porsche driving season, for the past few years,
has always started with opening day at the Glen usually the last
weekend of
April. I hope we
can lead that
event again in
the spring.
Whether we do
lead it or not
depends on
Watkins Glen
International.
For those that
Taking a break 1/2 way to
were there for
WGI
opening day
2009, it was not
quite the event of previous years. In there defense
WGI was overwhelmed with participants waiting to
take a few laps of the track. They had never seen so
many cars for opening day before. The numbers
meant long waits and slow laps. Instead of NRPCA
going on the track as a group and having us “push” the
pace car and really opening our cars up, our group on
the track was interspersed with JQ Public and multiple
pace cars. The laps were SLOW, altogether unexciting. I spoke with some Glen employees and they said
next year (2010) they plan to have two opening days,
one for JQ Public and one for groups/clubs. If they
follow through on that plan Babs and I will again lead a
group down to the track. We already have checked
out a different route from previous years. It should be
fun.

Feedback we got from our gimmick ralley was
positive so
we will do
another
one of
those with
a different
route and
a different
set of
clues.
Based on
the results
of the
Ready to start the ralley
ralley we
did in
2009 we made our clues too easy. Beware! We
will come up with some tough ones this year.

Another event Babs and I have done the past
two years is the balloon festival in Dansville.
This is
always a
favorite.
We will
investigate
a different
route from
the previous two
years and
lead a
group from
NRPCA helps launce the
Rochester
Friendship balloon
to the airport in
Dansville. The drive down and putting our Porsches on display for the public would be reason
enough to do this event. Coupled with over 50
hot air balloons being launched this event is a
winner.

For those that have not done any of the
events mentioned about and are on the fence
about doing any of them, talk to people who have
gone and check out the pictures from these
events, and others, on our web page. We’d
really like to get more people, especially novices,
out on some of these driving events. After all
driving Porsches to fun events is one of the reasons we got these cars.
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Technically Speaking!
Brakes - An Inside Look
By Dean Lewellen
reprinted from Going Places, official newsletter of the
Arizona Region PCA
Every Porsche owner lives and drives in the complete
comfort of knowing that his or her Porsche is equipped with
the very best automotive braking system available anywhere on this planet. Everything we have ever heard or
read about Porsche brakes is always most complementary
and positive. The one I like best is—the brakes on a Porsche work as if you had driven into a lane of wet concrete—I can mentally feel that level of effectiveness. I
really appreciate the braking performance of my 993 after a
week or two of driving our 20,000 pound motor home
around the countryside and jumping on the brakes on that
beast to regain control of the laws of momentum and my
composure as well. The motor home does have a contemporary, power-boosted, 4-wheel disc brake system with
ABS, but it certainly is no Porsche.
I think we all pretty much take the braking system for
granted on all of our vehicles, Porsche or otherwise, until a
system component fails or until we mentally fail in operating
our brakes. Then it gets our attention immediately—like
when it costs $950.00 for new brake pads and rotors, or
when we suddenly see the yellow light as we approach a
busy intersection. For a moment or two, our vehicle’s
brakes become number one! To avoid these kinds of surprises, some basic understanding of your automobile’s
braking system might prove beneficial to your health as
well as your wallet.
To understand the theory of braking, ask any of your
physicist pals, and they will tell you that the brakes convert
your vehicle’s kinetic energy of motion into heat. Translation: Brakes stop the car—or more accurately, brakes stop
the wheels. There is a big difference, because the most
powerful brakes in the world will not stop your vehicle effectively if the road surface has little or no traction. Mash the
brake pedal and the wheels will stop turning sure enough,
but the vehicle will skid along happily down the road. You,
on the other hand, will be a lot less happy. Many drivers
tend to think of a skid as “brake failure”, when in fact the
situation is really a failure of the driver to understand the
driving conditions and drive accordingly.
A typical brake system is relatively simple. When you
step on the brake pedal, the force your leg exerts is applied
to a device called a master cylinder. The master cylinder
contains a piston that pressurizes a network of hydraulic
lines that lead to each of the vehicle’s wheels. At each
wheel the brake fluid pressure operates the brakes by driving pistons that force the linings or pads against a rotating
drum or disc creating frictional forces and heat. The friction
force slows the wheel, and in turn, the entire vehicle. The
heat generated by the friction force slowing the wheel is
dissipated to the surrounding air aided by wheel spoke

design and the design and materials of the rotating drum or disc hardware. All modern braking systems are many times more powerful than
the vehicle’s engine, so even at full throttle a
very powerful vehicle can be easily stopped with
the brakes.
Many engineering refinements over the history of the automobile have specifically improved the capability and reliability of braking
systems. Power brakes are now standard on
virtually all modern automobiles, using energy
supplied by the engine to help power the brakes
so your right or left leg doesn’t have to do all the
work. To eliminate the possibility of a sudden or
complete brake failure, modern vehicles actually
have two parallel brake systems with each system controlling two of the vehicle’s wheels.
A significant advancement came in the form
of all-wheel disc brakes, which are found on all
Porsches since the Model 356C. Disc brake
systems have a metal (or now an available
composite) rotor that spins along with the
wheel, and a stationary caliper that squeezes
the disc with a replaceable pad when the brakes
are applied. Additionally, the discs are usually
internally vented to allow greater air flow for
more rapid dissipation of the heat generated by
the frictional forces of stopping.
Your vehicle’s tires generate the maximum
deceleration when braking forces are brought
right up to the brink of wheel lock-up, but not
beyond that point. Once the brakes lock and
the wheels skid, the actual rate of deceleration
is reduced and any directional control from
steering is lost. Computer controlled anti-lock
braking systems (ABS) have provided great
advances in vehicle controllability and reduced
stopping distances in most situations, particularly in bad weather or when cornering. ABS
uses a combination of electronics and hydraulic
controls to allow normal braking rates right up to
the point of wheel lock-up, then the system
steps in to reduce fluid pressures to the brakes
to keep the vehicle deceleration rate at its maximum depending upon the road conditions.

Continued on next page
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Technically Speaking!
Continued from previous page

ABS systems have speed sensors at each wheel that
continuously feed back information to the ABS system
computer. The computer uses this data to determine the
overall vehicle speed and to detect when a wheel begins to
lock-up. Each wheel is independently controlled (in a fourchannel ABS on all Porsches) and the pressure is automatically limited or reduced to only the wheel that is locking
up. ABS brakes have a significant advantage over nonABS brakes. When one wheel locks up on a non-ABS car,
the only way to allow it to spin again and regain full directional control is by the driver reducing the brake pressure,
which reduces the braking force at all four wheels at once.
ABS is capable of providing shorter stopping distances in
difficult situations than non-ABS system even with an expert doing the driving.
Driving with ABS requires no special training, though
you might need to “unlearn brake pumping” a technique that
makes some sense with non-ABS brakes. With the old
style, non-ABS, drivers were taught to “pump” the brakes
when they were approaching lock up. This rule was meant
to help the average driver avoid fully locking the brakes and
skidding straight ahead without any steering control. With
ABS, you very simply push on the brake pedal as hard and
steady as possible to make the stop. If traction is marginal,
you may feel a pulsing sensation through the brake pedal
and/or hear a chattering noise, which is completely normal.
Throughout the stop you have complete steering control, so
you can swerve or turn if required to avoid an obstacle.
The superb braking performance of our everyday and our
track day Porsches can be maintained at their peak levels
by a few simple maintenance practices and routine inspections.
1.

Drain and refill the complete braking system with
fresh brake fluid every two years on your everyday
car. Do this every year on your track cars. Bleed
the brake system at each caliper port before and
after each track day. After each track day is the
most important.

2.

Inspect the brake pad thickness at least twice
yearly. Know the operational minimum pad thickness for your model. When replacing your brake
pads, replace all the pads on a common axle.

3.

Use the recommended brake fluid for your model
application—don’t skimp here.

4.

Inspect all hoses, lines and connections for evidence of brake fluid leakage when you inspect
your brake pads. Any leaking components must
be repaired or replaced immediately.

5.

Inspect pedal mechanism for smooth operation,
free travel and cleanliness of the area.

6.

Check stop lights for proper operation
at least twice yearly.

Enjoy the superb stopping power generated
by the braking system of your Porsche. Your
brakes will stop the car faster than you can think
ahead in a tight autocross situation—to use
your brakes well takes practice and finesse.
Happy braking!
1. He didn't pay a penny, he paid $150,000 for
the car!
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HPDE Insurance Program
HPDE INSURANCE PROGRAM’S POLICIES ACTUALLY PROTECT YOU WHERE
YOU NEED IT MOST: THE TRACK.
The Niagara Region PCA DE program has been approved by Lockton Affinity Insurance Program for automobile physical damage
coverage.
As any High-Performance Driver’s Education enthusiast knows, finding the single-event coverage you need to protect yourself during events is almost impossible. Over the past 5 years many auto insurers have changed their policies to exclude coverage for claims
"occurring on a surface used for racing", "at a high-performance driving event", or "use of an auto at a racetrack".
HPDE Insurance Program is pleased to offer single-event insurance without these exclusions, meaning our policy protects you
where you really need it – on the track. And you can get it FAST – our easy online system lets you get a premium indication instantly
and you can even purchase your insurance policy electronically. It’s insurance at your fingertips.
Note: This insurance policy provides physical damage coverage for your automobile while you are participating in a HighPerformance Driver Education event. This physical damage coverage will begin when you enter the grounds of a race course and end
when you leave the race course premises. Liability coverage is not included in this policy.
Participants that have more than one (1) claim with the HPDE Insurance Program in a 3-year period are not eligible for this coverage.
For information on this program, go to www.PCAHPDEins.LocktonAffinity.com.
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Porsche

Picture Page

WGI Back straight from the flag station

Very early at WGI Gate #2
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Car Riddles
1. A man was going to buy a new Porsche for $150,000 car, but he didn't pay a penny for the Porsche,
how is this possible?
----------------------------------------------------------------------------2. Four cars come to a four way stop, all coming from a different direction.
They can't decide who got there first, so they all go forward at the same time.
They do not crash into each other, but all four cars go. How is this possible?
----------------------------------------------------------------------------3. Two cars were involved in an accident in the center of town.
The man who was driving a little green car, had overtaken a big black car.
The driver had misjudged the distance between him and the on-coming traffic
and had to swerve back in, causing the black car to swerve and crash into a
shop window. When the occupants of the cars were examined everyone in the
green car was okay, but in the black car was one dead man. However, the driver
of the green car was not charged with manslaughter, why was this so?
----------------------------------------------------------------------------4. I'm always in charge, I'm never in debt. I'm known as the first amongst
all my kind. I'm found within cars, But never in buses. I'm not used in
Mexico, I'm used in Palestine. What am I?
----------------------------------------------------------------------------5. A car's odometer shows 72927 miles, a palindromic number.
What are the minimum miles you would need to travel to form another?
(a palindrome can be read both forwards and backwards, like "Kayak")
----------------------------------------------------------------------------6. I am a thing cars go under and also on top of me what am I?
----------------------------------------------------------------------------7. where does a car swim?
----------------------------------------------------------------------------8. What would happen if all the cars in the United States were pink?
----------------------------------------------------------------------------9. A man is at a construction site and has two cars and no one is with him
and he doesn't have a phone how does he bring both cars home with him?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Car Riddles Answers Are Scattered throughout this This Issue

Drive it like you stole it !!

NEWSLETTER

OF THE NIAGARA REGION
CLUB OF AMERICA

PORSCHE

www.niagarapca.org

Please support the businesses that
support us:

•

John Holtz Porsche

•

Autoplace Porsche

So, if you gonna
dream,Autoworks
dream
• Eksten
big.

•

Hawthorne’s

Rose
Garden
Bill Schicker•found
a seat
in a
GT.

Advertising Rates for FLATOUT

Single Issue

Full Year

Full page—$125

Full page—$350

1/2 Page—$100

1/2 Page—$275

1/4 Page—$80

1/4 Page—$225

1/8 Page—$65

1/8 Page—$175
Business Card—$115

Please contact Sue Reeson at sreesen1@yahoo.com

•

Seneca Lodge

•

T-Shirt Express

•

Eyesite Opticians

•

Niagara Hobby

•

Redline Coffee

Look at that smile. Jane must
Towne
have had to •pry him
outMini
of there
with a crow bar.

