
If you’re gonna dream, dream big. 

Bill tries a GT on for size. 
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Message from your President….. 

See you at the Fall Dinner. 

Rob 

________________________________________________ 

Welcome to Our New Members! 

Jason Culbertson 

John Dunn 

Michael DeLaney 

Joseph Giaimo 

Jeff Jones 

Chad & Sue Juby 

Beverly Newell 

Wesley Salter 

Tom See 

Mary Braun 

Steven McDonald 

 

Transfer In: 

Daniel Keshler 

 
Please support the businesses that support us: 

• John Holtz Porsche 

• Autoplace Porsche 

• Eksten Autoworks 

• Hawthorne’s 

• Rose Garten 

• Seneca Lodge 

• T-Shirt Express 

• Towne Mini 

• Watkins Glen International 

Page 2 NOVEMBER 2008 



December 9th NRPCA Monthly Meeting—Rochester 

7:00 pm at Hawthornes restaurant 

3500 East Avenue 

Rochester NY 14618 

(585) 385-4959 

Contact Rob Dean 

December 16th NRPCA Monthly Meeting—Buffalo 

7:00pm at the Rose Garden restaurant 

2753 Wehrle Drive 

Buffalo NY 14221 

(716) 632-9871 

Contact Rob Dean 

November 15th NRPCA Fall Dinner 

5:30 pm Salvatores, 6461 Transit Rd, Depew NY 14043 

Contact Michelle Dean 

NRPCA Election Results 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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Mark Pelkey 

The NRPCA election results are in.  103 ballots 

were counted.   

 

Election winners are: 

 

• Jim Arendt -President 

• Rich DeAsis - VP 

• Mike Cohen - Secretary 

• Bill Schicker- Treasurer 

Congratulations to our new 
NRPCA club officers. 



Tom & Babs Lyons 

 

     Zippo is out.  Hot Wheels is in.  Even though the Grand 
Prix Festival has a new sponsor, the event is the same as it 
has been in previous years.  For those not familiar with the 
Grand Prix Festival, it is held on the Friday after Labor Day 
every year coincident with the Vintage racing event at Wat-
kins Glen International Raceway.  The basic premise for 
the day is sports cars rule.  The main street of Watkins 
Glen is shut down to make room for various groups of cars 
taking tour laps of the original road racing course in Amer-
ica.  Those that take their laps are  called “Stone Bridge 
Drivers”, in reference to the stone bridge you drive over in 
part of Watkins Glen State Park.  Participants in the various 
events are given special display parking in several loca-
tions on or near Franklin Street.  Participants and tourists 
alike spend the rest of the day wandering up and down the 
street looking at sports cars.  Late in the afternoon the race 
cars that are at WGI for the vintage races come down from 
the track to the town and line Franklin Street.  At about 
6:00pm the race cars do their race reenactment, two laps 
of the old course, and then head back to the track.  It is a 
rare combination of old and new.  As far as car events go, 
this is my favorite event every year.  Babs and I have been 
going for over 10 years. 

     To give you a quick overview of the event, there are 
several options for drivers and navigators to participate in. 

     Tour De Marque is an opportunity for owners of the fea-
tured car of each year's event to participate in the Watkins 
Glen Grand Prix Festival and enjoy the U.S. Vintage Grand 
Prix at Watkins Glen International. The featured marque 
this year was Triumph.  Next year the marque will be Mor-
gan.  Those that signed up met at The Wings of Eagles 
Air Museum where they participated in a terrific ride to 
WGI for a few laps of the track ;then a drive down into town 
for a few laps of the old course.  Then they are treated to 
special display parking in Lafayette Park. 

     The Chemung Canal Trust Concours d’Elegance is 
where some of the prettiest sports cars around are judged 
and displayed in the Watkins Glen State Park parking lot. 

     The Glenora Run Road Rallye is open to cars 25 years 
old or older.  The event starts at Glenora winery and fea-
tures a meal followed by a road rally, two laps of the old 
course and ending with display parking on Franklin Street 
in downtown Watkins Glen. 

     The Knapp Vineyard Sporting Roadster Tour is, as the 
name implies, open to roadsters further defined as “two 
seater” convertibles.  Similar to the Glenora Run, the 
Knapp event features a meal followed by a road rally, two 
laps of the old course and ending with display parking in 
Watkins Glen State Park. 

     The Red Newt Founder’s Tour is open to any 
vehicle.  Participants receive a box lunch that 

they can 
enjoy as 
part of their 
road rally at 
either 
Taughan-
nock Falls 
State Park 
or at the 
South en-
trance of 
Watkins 
Glen State 
Park while 
they wait 
for their 
two laps of 
the old 
course 
and finish 
with dis-
play park-
ing off 
Franklin 
Street in 
downtown 

Watkins Glen. 

     The Hot Wheels Glenkhana is the final driv-
ing event.  This is a mini autocross with a slant 
towards humorous.  Small cars tend to do better 
than large cars because of the tight course but 
sometimes someone breaks the mold.  This 
year one participant did it in a minivan. 

     With several different driving events involv-
ing rallies and laps of the old course you can 
imagine the choreography involved.  Factor in 
the huge crowds and the potential for chaos is 
evident.  With all this potential chaos looming 
the organizers pull it off year after year.  My hat 
is off to them. 

     Continued on page 5 

 

Hotwheels GP Festival  
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Red Newt Winery 

Gathering at Red Newt 



     The Founders Tour Rally left Red Newt Winery about 
11:00am for an hour long trip around the hills on the east 
side of Seneca Lake.  There were two routes in play with 
drivers passing each other going different directions, add-

ing to the confusion 
and the fun.  All the 
roads were in good 
shape and offered 
beautiful scenery as 
well as great driving 
fun.  Babs was at 
her best using paper 
map and GPS to 
keep us on course.  
We stopped at 
Taughannock Falls 
State Park to have 
our picnic lunch then 

finished the rally at the south end of Watkins Glen State 
Park where we 
waited for our turn 
on the old road 
course.  You’d think 
sitting around wait-
ing to go would be 
boring (well it was) 
but it really built our 
anticipation when 
hearing the other 
run groups out on 
the course with 

their engines roaring.  How could you not like this event? 

     It was finally our turn to go.  Since we were leaving from 
the park just up the hill from the official starting line we 
were going to get almost three laps of the old course.  In 
years past Babs and I have gotten stuck behind some 
smoking, underpowered car that had trouble keeping up.  
Not this year.  We followed a BMW M3 who was as anxious 
as we were to push it a little.  This made the laps more 
exciting.  A little too exciting at one point.  One of my favor-
ite parts of the old course is the right turn off the stone 
bridge and up through the esses.  I usually lay into it as 

circumstances, and the 
car ahead of me, will 
allow.  Much to my 
surprise, I hit the gas 
just before the end of 
the bridge and found 
my self on the bumper 
of the BMW.  Gasping 
could be heard.  White 
knuckles could be 
seen.  “What the!@$!$
%” could also be 
heard.  Traffic almost 
stopped.  As we crept 

along bumper to bumper I was thinking, yeah 
some an-
cient MG 
died on 
course.  
That was 
not the 
case how-
ever.  What 
did hap-
pen? A tree 
had fallen 
across the 
road, com-

pletely blocking our lane.  Once we cleared the 
tree things 
started 
moving 
along 
again.  On 
our next 
pass the 
tree had 
been 
moved by 
one of the 
event vol-
unteers.  

Those guys are really on top of things.  The rest 
of our 2+ laps were just a joy.  Cruising along, 
enjoying the road and the view.  Did I tell you 
this is my favorite event of the year? 

     Once into town we were led to our parking 
area on the former site of Pudgies Pizza.  Not 
the best location so Babs and I moved the car 
to one of the side streets so we would be able 
to “get out of town” once the race cars left for 
the track. 

      

…..Continued on page 6 

 

Hotwheels GP Festival con’t  
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Picnic lunch 

Waiting for our laps 

Driving the old course 

Tree across the road 

The Stone Bridge 



     After we were parked we became tourists too.  It almost 
overwhelms the 
senses seeing that 
many sports cars 
parked in such 
close proximity.  
We stopped by 
several different 
vantage points and 
met up with several 
other NRPCA 
members who were 
down for the Grand 
Prix Festival and 

the Vintage Weekend.  Babs and I spent the next few hours 
wandering up and 
down Franklin 
street, admiring the 
cars and enjoying 
the like minded 
crowd.  We waited 
with the Keatings 
and the Veltzs at 
Millikens Corner for 
the race cars to 
show up. 

 

     Well, my knee fi-
nally gave out and I 
needed to find a place 
to sit for a while.  We 
ran into the Deans, 
Friedhabers and the 
Starskys across the 
street from the park 
entrance and they in-
vited us to join them.  
We moved our chairs 
into position to get 
ready for the race cars 
trip back to the track.  
We heard all the 
speeches by local dig-
nitaries including Brian 
Redmon, Porsche 
Driver extraordinaire. 

     Around 6:00pm the 
race reenactment 
started.  The historic 
cars from yesteryear 
started rolling down 
Franklin Street and 
heading for turn one 

that would lead them up the hill and towards the stone 
bridge.  Being this close to the race cars is the most excit-

ing part of the weekend.  The roar of the en-
gines as 
they 
scream up 
the hill is 
almost 
overwhelm-
ing.  I love 
it.  It’s hard 
to believe 
that the 
racing hard-
ware we 
were look-
ing at, 
several 
historically 
significant 
cars, 
would be 
on the 
track the 
next day 
tradin’ 
paint. 

     The 
festivities 

would continue, ending with fireworks around 
9:00pm.  Babs and I were pooped and ready to 
call it a day.  We headed to our friend’s house 
about 11 miles up Seneca Lake where we 
would be staying the night.  There we had din-
ner, sat around the campfire, talked about the 
day’s events and almost fell asleep in our 
chairs.  I guess we are getting too old for this 
stuff ;-) 

 

 

Hotwheels GP Festival con’t 
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Franklin Street 

Familiar faces in the crowd 

“3FIFTY6” 

Vintage Porsches 

Hi there  

Brian Redmon 

www.niagarapca.com 



from Porsche Motorsport 

Submitted by Jill Beck 

 

          MIXED RESULTS IN DETROIT KEEP PORSCHE CHAS-
SIS, ENGINE IN FRONT IN ALMS POINTS;FLYING LIZARD GT2 
PORSCHES ONE-TWO; RS SPYDERS OFF THE PODIUM FOR 
FIRST TIME 

          ATLANTA – August 30 – In what has turned out to be the 
hardest-fought two class championship points battles in the history 
of the American Le Mans Series, Porsche cars and drivers edged 
closer to the GT2 championship with the Flying Lizard Motorsports 
Porsche 911 GT3 RSRs finishing first and second in class, while 
an Acura win in LMP2 gives them afour point lead in the manufac-
turers championship while Porsche drivers maintain a slight lead in 
drivers points after today’s Detroit Sports Car Challenge Presented 
by Bosch. 

     In the LMP2 class for prototypes, points leaders and defending 
champions Timo Bern-
hard (Germany) and 
Romain Dumas 
(France) positioned 
themselves well for a 
class victory with good 
pit strategy and fast lap 
times when a contro-
versial, late race pen-
alty for avoidable con-
tact cost the #7 Penske 
Porsche RS Spyder car 
not only a victory, but a 
spot on the podium. 

     “We were running second with a good chance to pass the lead-
ing Acura when a GT2 carmoved into the path of Timo’s car as he 
was trying to position himself for a pass,” said Tim Cindric, presi-
dent of Penske Racing. 

    “Unfortunately, the final results of the race were decided by the 
officials, not on the track. The fans, the other competitors, and 
manufacturers would have preferred to see the finishing order 
decided   
by the racers, not the officials,” said Cindric. 

     With 55 points left to be earned at the last two races, Bernhard/ 
Dumas, who ended up fourth in LMP2, lead the Brabham/Sharp 
Acura drivers by four points, 159-155.  With the top three positions 
in the class in today’s race, Acura now leads Porsche 170 – 
166.  In team points, the Penske Racing Porsche RS Spyder team 
leads the Patron Highcroft Acura team 166-155. 

 

     The Patrick Long/Ryan Briscoe #6 Penske Porsche RS Spyder 
finished fifth in LMP2, while the Dyson Racing Porsche RS Spyder 
of Chris Dyson/ Guy Smith was sixth and the Dyson team Porsche 
of Marino Franchitti/ Butch Leitzinger eighth. 

     For the thousands of Porsche owners, including a sold-out 
special Porsche parking area (the Porscheplatz), the results for the 
Porsche 911 GT3 RSRs in the GT2 class provided a much happier 
outcome. 

     The class points leaders Wolf Henzler and Joerg 
Bergmeis-
ter (both 
from Ger-
many) 
scored 
their fourth 
win of the 
season in 
their #45 
Flying 
Lizard 
Mo-
torsports 
Porsche 
911 GT3 

RSR. Henzler, who started the race from the pole, led 
the first part of the race before turning thecar over to 
Bergmeister, and only felt competition from the Flying 
Lizard teammates as the Sonoma, California-based 
team finished the race first, second and fourth in 
class. 

     The Johannes van Overbeek/Patrick Pilet  #46 
Flying Lizard Porsche was second in class, and the 
#44 Lonnie Pechnik/Martin Ragginger Flying Lizard 
Porsche was fourth. For Ragginger, the UPS Porsche 
Junior driver from Austria, it was his first American Le 
Mans Series race. 

     “It was a very tight race at the beginning, with two 
of our cars and the two leading Ferraris nose-to-tail 
around the track.  But then our main rival, the Tafel 
Farnbacher/Mueller Ferrari, broke a starter motor in 
the pits, and the Melo/Salo Ferrari had trouble with a 
door that wouldn’t latch, and all of a sudden, the three 
Lizard Porsches were in the lead.  Also, with an early 
fuel stop strategy, we were able to maintain our lead 
late in the race because we didn’tneed a full tank of 
fuel on the second stop,” said Henzler. 

     With the Tafel car finishing ninth, Henzler/
Bergmeister now lead the Ferrari drivers in the GT2 
class by 27 points, 155 – 128.  Porsche leads Ferrari 
in the manufacturers chase 176 –160, while the Flying 
Lizard Motorsports team leads Tafel Racing 172 - 
137. When asked what his favorite part of the Detroit 
street circuit was, Henzler replied that he liked the 
start-finish line the best, especially when the check-
ered flag flew. 

 

 

Porsche Racing Report 
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Flying Lizrard GT2 

Long—Briscoe 



Tom Lyons 

     The driving season is quickly winding down.  In about a 
month I’ll be putting my car in storage and will start thinking 
about spring of 2009.  I’m glad Bill Schicker is going kicking 
and screaming into winter.  He isn’t ready to concede the 
driving season to ol’ man winter just yet. 

     We had a pretty small group that left Lowes parking lot 
in Rochester on Saturday morning, October 5th.  Only four 
cars made it.  The four that did really enjoyed the day. 

     This was a typical fall day in Western NY.  The sun was 
out, large puffy clouds rolled across the sky, and the tem-
perature was crisp; perfect Porsche driving weather. 

     The plan was to take a leisurely, scenic trip to Ellicott-
ville, meet up with some NRPCA folks from Buffalo, have 
lunch, and then head back to our respective home bases.  
Most was accomplished.  The trip down was beautiful.  The 

closer we got to Elli-
cottville, the more 
the falls colors came 
out.  This was the 
perfect ride in the 
country…except for 
one small detail.  
When we got as far 
as Franklinville, my 
back teeth were 
floating ;-) and I des-
perately needed a 
biology break.  After 

the break I was able to concentrate on the fall color a little 
better. 

     Bill’s choice of routes was terrific.  There were lots of 
roads made just for Porsches.  Babs made some notes 
along the way and we hope to start publishing members 
“My Favorite Routes” in a future edition of Flatout.  Give 
this some thought. If you’ve taken a ride that you especially 
enjoyed and think others would enjoy it too, write down the 

instructions and 
we’ll get it out to the 
membership. 

     When we got to 
Ellicottville we took 
the short walk over 
to Dina’s where we 
were hoping to 
meet some NRPCA 
folks from the Buf-
falo area.  We got 
excited when we 

saw three Porsches other than our own in town.  Alas, it 
was not to be.  We were alone on this trip. 

     Everyone enjoyed their lunch and the banter between 
Bill and our waitress, Debbie. 

     We took a 45 minute shopping break and 
enjoyed walking around in the village of Ellicott-
ville then loaded up and headed back to Roch-
ester. 

     This time we took a different route.  This one 
took us very close to Buffalo.  We went up route 
16 to East Aurora, then headed east from there. 

     This could have been a terrific route to share 
with the Buffalo contingent.  Well, maybe next 
time. 

 

 

 

Back to Ellicottville  
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Beautiful fall color 

Lunch at Dina’s 

Porsches in the village 

North on Route 16 



Bob Politi 

     “From My Vantage point, the day was Vintage…”, said 
Bob.  

     For anyone that has never made it to the vintage car 
race in early September, you honestly do not know what 
you are missing.  Every year in early September, Watkins 
Glen comes alive with vintage cars of all types and sizes 
and people come from all over North America to either race 
or watch the races.  It is a site to see and a wonderful way 
to spend either one day or the entire weekend. 

     My first year to attend this event was in 2007, and I must 
say, it is one of the best and reasonably priced events that 
the Porsche Club sponsors.  For $85, you get a two-day 
pass at the Glen and admission into the Porsche Club suite 
where there is a light breakfast every morning and lunch 
served.  In fact, for this price, you would think this is 

enough but above it 
all, you also get a 
Porsche Club/
Vintage Car Week-
end T-Shirt thrown 
in. 

     This year, we all 
had a wonderful 
time.  Many people 
actually drive to the 
Glen on Friday after-
noon to watch the 
parade of cars 

march through town and then find a place to have dinner 
together.  The weather was absolutely beautiful this year 
and the town was jam packed with people and activities.  
Watching and listening to the variety of cars rolling through 
town is always a thrill and spending time with all our friends 
from the Porsche Club makes it even more special. 

     Bryan and Terri Starsky do a wonderful job coordinating 
the event and do everything in their power to make sure 

that everyone is 
taken care of and 
have a good time.  
Bryan and Terri 
always set up a 
goodie store in the 
suite so that you 
can shop and buy 
your favorite Por-
sche items.  The 
suite that they get 
every year is posi-
tioned perfectly 

right after turn one and the large glass windows allow you 
to sit in comfort and watch the races while you enjoy some-
thing to eat or a drink.  This suite is in easy access to the 
pits and the grand stand so that you can walk over to either 

to get a closer look of the track or even go and 
talk to the drivers and their crew in the pits.  
Everyone is always friendly and more than will-
ing to talk about their cars.  Another thing I per-
sonally like about the suite is that you can go 
upstairs onto the roof and get a great view of 
the races and the beautiful hilly landscapes in 
the distance while enjoying the weather and the 
fun. 

     So all of this for $85?  Not quite!  We also get 
to run the track for a few laps to get a feel for 
the track, which is always a thrill.  And, on Sun-
day, the Porsche club always has a concours in 
front of the suite so that everyone can look at 
and enjoy each others beautiful cars. 

     This year was absolutely beautiful and every-
one had a wonderful time at the Vintage from 

my van-
tage point.  
Thanks 
Bryan, 
Terri, 
Holtz Por-
sche, and 
Niagara 
PCA. 

 

 

 

Editor’s 
Note:  
NRPCA 
was un-
able to 
reach an 
agree-
ment with 
WGI so 
we won’t 
have the 
suite next 

year. 

 

Vintage Weekend @ WGI 
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Members enjoying the view 

One of the cars on display 

Bryan Starsky & Brian 
Redmon 

John Holtz is our sponsor 

Bryan & Terri Starsky 



Bob Politi 

     On September 27th the Niagara PCA held a Tech In-
spection at Ekstons 
Auto Shop.  A tech 
inspection is a re-
quirement for any-
one that is planning 
to participate in a 
Drivers Education 
event.  The Niagara 
PCA is holding such 
an event on October 
13th and 14th.  Safety 
is absolutely the 
number 1 priority 

and the Tech Inspection is the means to have your car 
checked for the key 
areas; Tires, 
Brakes Pads and 
Rotors, and Sus-
pension.  It is also a 
great way to just 
get your car up on 
the lift to check all 
of the other items 
under your car that 
you usually do not 
see. 

     This Tech Inspection is free and also a great way for 
any PCA member to 
come and have their 
car checked out by our 
PCA experts and the 
Ekstons crew.  Our 
PCA members volun-
teer their time to help 
out to get every car 
that shows up onto the 
lift and reviewed thor-
oughly.  It is also a 
great way to learn 
something about your 
car and just hang out 
with other members.  
Donuts and coffee are 
always served and 
everyone has a lot of 
fun. 

     Niagara PCA usu-
ally holds two Drivers 
Education events a 
year and usually sev-
eral weeks before the 
event a Free Tech 
Inspection is coordi-

nated.  So while it may be late to come to one 
this year.  
Check out 
our calen-
dar and 
plan to 
bring your 
car over 
next 
spring in 
prepara-
tion for the 
May Driv-
ers Educa-

tion event at Watkins Glen. 

 

 

Blonde Porsche Jokes 

      Q. Why did the blonde try and steal a police 
car?  

      A. She saw “911” on the back and thought it 
was a Porsche. 

 

      Q. Why do blondes drive VW’s? 

      A. Because they can’t spell Porsche. 

 

      Q. What’s the difference between a blonde 
and a Porsche?  

      A. You don’t lend your Porsche out to your 
friends. 

 

 

Fall Tech Inspection 
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Bert Xander 

Curt Hinchcliffe 

Bob Veltz 

Car being inspected 

Dave Hostetter 



Russ D’Alba 

 

     The subject ConvD has been in my family since it was 
purchased from the 
original owner in 
1964. 

My cousin, the sec-
ond owner, drove it 
for 2 years and then 
started a "minor" 
restoration at 35k 
miles, which then 
became a full resto-
ration taking from 
1966 to 2008 to fi-

nally complete! 

So, the car still has 
35k original miles, 
and has not been 
on the road since 
1966. 

It is not a "barn-
find" since techni-
cally it has been in 
various relatives' 
"garages" all along, 
but is a quite amaz-
ing numbers-

matching beauty none-the-less. Jim Hohensee has had the 
car in his shop for the last 11 years, storing it for the first 

few years, and then 
beginning the very 
thorough final long-
term restoration there-
after. Plans are for the 
mechanical work to be 
completed in a few 
weeks, followed by a 
trip to the upholstery 
shop, and concluding 
with the long-awaited 
drive home and formal 
celebration. 

     Jim has done a remarkable job in bringing this car up to 
"better than new" standards. 

Various local PCA members have seen the remarkable 
transformation take place in Jim's very capable hands.  

 

 

40 Years of Restoration 
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Russ’s 356 

Trying to finish 

Still trying to finish 

On the road again! 

Ready for a road test 

How to avoid a ticket:  

     There was a middle aged guy who 
bought a brand new Porsche convertible. 
He took off down the road at 80 mph and 
enjoying the wind blowing through what 
little hair he had left on his head. “This is 
great,” he thought. “Just what I need.”  

     He looked in his rearview mirror and 
there was a Pennsylvania state trooper 
behind him, red and blue lights flashing and 
siren blasting. “I can get away from him 
with no problem,” thought the man. He 
floored it and flew down the road at over 
100mph. Then he thought, “What am I do-
ing? I’m too old for this kind of thing.” He 
pulled over to the side of the road and 
waited for the trooper to catch up with him.  

     The trooper pulled in behind the Por-
sche and walked up to the man. “Sir,” he 
said, looking at his watch, “my shift ends in 
30 minutes and today is Friday the 13th. If 
you can give me a reason why you were 
speeding that I’ve never heard before, I'll 
let you go.”  The man looked back at the 
Trooper and said, “Last week my wife       
ran off with a State Trooper, and I thought 
you were bringing her back.”  The trooper 
said, “Have a nice day!”  



Bryan & Terri Starsky 

     It’s hard to imagine Terri and I have been doing this 
event for nine years.  As I think back we had seven cars in 

year one and have 
had as many as 50.  
The 2008 event had 
38 cars with a lot of 
new faces and of 
course wonderful 
Porsches. 

     The event could 
only be accom-
plished with the hard 
work of Terri.  How-
ever we have many 
to thank as well such 

as John Holtz Porsche, Inge Pinkney, Michelle Dean, David 
Jacobs, all our friends from the Upper Canada region who 
brought pizza and Mike Cohen. 

     As promised “I” created a beautiful day weather wise.  
The success of the event happened only because of all the 
great people that attended.  It was especially nice having 
some children along. 

     Terri and I hope everyone enjoyed themselves and will 
join us again in the future. 

 

A New Member’s Perspective 

Sue Reesen 

     My husband, Chad Juby, and I recently purchased our 
first Porsche, a 2002 Carrera Cabriolet. We decided to join 
the PCA thinking it would be helpful for technical and driv-
ing instruction. We were pleasantly surprised to find the 
Niagara Region also has a great social schedule. The 
Letchworth Chili Run was our first event and we had a 
blast. We were absolutely wowed by how well done the 

event was and how 
friendly everyone 
is. 

     The event be-
gan at John Holtz 
Porsche on West 
Henrietta road. 
They had some 
coffee, donuts and 
bagels available as 
people signed in 
and socialized be-

fore the trip. Everyone we met was very friendly and we 
were immediately comfortable with the group. From what 
we overheard, this was perhaps the largest turnout for the 
Letchworth Chili Run, somewhere around 40 cars. The 
Porsches ranged from an older 914 up to new 911 turbos. 

The most unique was probably the 356. 

     The trip was well organized with traffic assis-
tance in 
some towns 
from local 
police. For 
us, there 
was some-
thing really 
exciting 
about being 
in a line of 
Porsches 
traveling 
down some 
beautiful 

back roads at the height of fall foliage. We did 
end up in a small subset of cars that managed 
to get separated from the main group after tak-
ing a wrong first turn in the park. Our group 
eventually met up with the rest of the crew by 
the falls.  Apparently, that seems to happen to 
someone every year. In spite of being in a lost 
pack of Porches, we had a great time (how bad 
can that possibly be anyway?) 

     After the trip most of the folks met at Kings 
Bend park 
in Pittsford 
for a very 
nice dish-
to-pass 
picnic. 
Apparently 
this was 
the first 
time it was 
held at this 
venue and 
it was a 

hit. The food was excellent and there were lots 
of deserts. We had such a good time, we went 
on the Grape Harvest run the following week-
end. A big thanks to the organizers and partici-
pants of the Chili Run, it was a great experi-
ence! 

 

 

Chili Run #9  
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And the winner is…. 

On the road to Letchworth 

Letchworth State Park 

King’s Bend Park 



Bert Xander 

     The sun shown brightly off the multi-colored leaves and 
the Seneca Lake water reflected the clear blue sky as I 
drove to Watkins Glen for the Niagara Region PCA Fall 
Drivers Education (DE) event held on October 13 & 14.  It 
was a beautiful 70 degree day that Sunday and I was ex-
cited to know I would be spending the next two days at the 
event in equally perfect weather! 

     Upon arriving that at the Seneca Lodge bar for event 
check in, I was greeted by the other Niagara Region DE 

committee members, 
Jim Arendt (Safety & 
Tech. Chair), Rich 
DeAsis, (Chief In-
structor), Curt Hinch-
cliffe (Registrar), and 
Bob Velz (Track 
Steward) and partici-
pants soon began 
arriving.  In only its 
second year, this 
event has attracted a 
loyal following and it 

was great to begin greeting some of the 120 participants – 
many of whom are old friends that have come to our events 

for several years.  
Seneca Lodge has 
become the official 
hotel (and unofficial 
hang out) for the 
NPCA events at the 
Glen as they al-
ways make us feel 
welcome and keep 
the beverages flow-
ing. 

     We began a new tradition this year by holding an 
“orientation meeting” 
for first time partici-
pants on Sunday eve-
ning before the event.  
Designed to take the 
edge off the newcom-
ers’ experience, Rich 
hosted the meeting for 
13 participants and it 
was warm enough to 
hold the meeting out-
side on the deck! 

     Clear skies greeted 
us on Monday morning as we arrived to the track at 6:00 
am.  Late arrival check in and final tech inspections went 
smoothly and after the drivers meeting, the first group took 
to the track.  Both days’ activities were safe and relatively 

event free.  Students also benefited from class-
room instruction by Chief Classroom Instructor 
Jim Tulloch, who again did an excellent job of 
communicating the finer points of performance 

driving.  In 
addition, Ed 
Lopresti 
from Race-
Pro Engi-
neering 
presented a 
three-part 
clinic on 
“Preparing 
Your Por-
sche for the 
Track” and 
several 

participants took advantage of these sessions. 

     On Monday evening, we hosted the partici-
pants at a “garage party” held in the bar at Se-
neca Lodge.  The gathering was popular and 
allowed us to exchange stories of the day’s 
achievements.  We also presented the Mike 
Bohan Drivers Education scholarship (in mem-
ory of the former Niagara Region President) to a 
first time NPCA student.  Russell Deliberto won 
the award through a drawing of eligible partici-
pants and is now entitled to attend an upcoming 
NPCA Drivers Education event free of charge. 

     In its second year the Fall DE has become a 
fitting way 
to close 
out the 
driving 
season.  It 
helps keep 
us moti-
vated as 
we await 
the Spring 
DE – mark 
your cal-
endars for 

May 25 & 26, 2009!  Special thanks goes to the 
DE Committee members, Jim, Rich, Curt, Bob 
(and his wife Karen), Jim Tulloch, Seneca 
Lodge and the staff at Watkins Glen for a great 
event! 

 

 

Fall DE 
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Bert, Jim, Rich 

Curt 

Jim 

Coming to turn 11 

Bob and Karen 



White Helmet, White Car, Lead Foot  

Peggy Zotter 

     Just over a year ago, my husband Michael suggested 

that if we were to get a more powerful car in the future, I 

should participate in a driver’s ED at WGI.  Of course, I 

said ok, maybe, not 

really believing that I 

would actually do it.  

But, Michael is per-

sistent and kept after 

me, in addition he 

kept telling people 

that I was going to, 

in fact, do this in the 

fall.  So, I started 

thinking that I better 

get used to the idea 

of driving in a DE.  Over the years I have watched our two 

sons participate in dangerous, fast, and some would say 

“crazy” sports.  Growing up, I was never exposed to any-

thing related to racing, but after meeting Michael, I had to 

get used to the idea.  Then, as our children were a little 

older, there came BMX, downhill ski racing, mountain bik-

ing and road cycling.  I have seen many accidents, heart-

ache and happiness over the years with these sports.   

Racing in any format, is unforgiving but very rewarding.  

     Last spring I actually decided that I was going to do the 

DE in October.  So, here I am, sharing my thoughts and 

experience with you.  I was nervous with anticipation, wor-

ried about a complete stranger in the car with me, afraid I 

would do something really silly.  Thankfully, my instructor, 

Sam from Pennsylvania, was a perfect match for me.  He 

was only 26 yrs old, but had been doing this for a while, 

along with his dad.  

He said what he 

had to, at the right 

time.  I wouldn’t 

have done well with 

someone that gave 

too many direc-

tions.  That would 

have been too 

much stimulation 

and distraction.  As 

I found out quickly driving at WGI is no easy task.  Watch-

ing what was in front of me, looking in my rear and side 

view mirrors and listening to Sam was enough for me.  This 

is the reason that my husband suggested I use his VW-GTI 

with its DSG transmission.  The last thing I 

needed to think about was shifting a manual 

transmission and giving point byes.  I think it 

worked out quite well, even though my car had 

only 200 hp, I did manage to pass a few cars 

here and there.  The classroom experience was 

also very interesting and had valuable informa-

tion for a newbie like myself.   

     So in retrospect, if you are contemplating 

doing a DE 

in the fu-

ture, there 

are a cou-

ple of 

things you 

need to 

think about.  

First of all, 

you need to 

ask yourself 

a couple of 

questions.  Are you a competitive person by 

nature, are you a decisive person that can multi 

task and listen to directions also?  Do you want 

to learn better car control in your daily driving?  

Do you want to have fun? If so a DE program 

would be a good suggestion for you.   Secondly, 

you need 

to find out 

if your car 

is track 

worthy.  

The best 

way would 

be to 

speak with 

someone 

on the DE 

committee. 

     Finally, if you think you may want to partici-

pate in a DE, just remember to have fun, listen 

to your instructor and be safe.  Good luck and 

hope to see you at the next DE. 

Fall DE, a Woman’s View 
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White Helmet, White Car 

Peggy and Sam 

Ready to go again 

Lead foot 



2008 Final Drive! 

NRPCA Fall Grape Harvest Run 

Saturday, October 18, 2008  

Jane Fairchild 

     It was a crisp clear 
morning at Eastview Mall 
where we met-there had 
been threats of rain (it 
WAS raining in Webster 
that morning), but we 
prevailed and had a 
glorious, gorgeous, au-
tumn scene in the beauti-
ful rolling hills. Ten cars 
set out for final organized 
drive of the year - the 
event was the grape 
harvest tasting. Bill 
Schicker led us along 
some back roads with 
vibrant red, orange and 
gold foliage and pictur-
esque views all the way 

to Keuka Lake.   

     Our first stop was at 
Hunt Country Winery for 
a quick potty break and 
shopping spree in their 
beautiful store.  Then it 
was on to Dr. Frank and 
Heron Hill Wineries for 
some grape harvest 
tasting and (you guessed 

it) more shopping!  

     Our final destination 
was Bully Hill where we 
parked overlooking the 
lake.  Bully Hill is quite 
large with several build-
ings so we had needed a 

guide to the visitor center.  

     We broke up into several 
groups and took our time 
wandering around the prop-
erty and then had a deli-
cious lunch in the restau-
rant.  We all said goodbye 
as each car drove off into 
the still lovely fall afternoon, 
dreaming of spring when we 

can start all over again! 

 

More shots from a picture perfect day 

Grape Harvest 
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Bill leads driver’s meeting 

Beautiful fall color 

This way guys!! 

Overlooking Keuka Lake 

Fall in the Finger Lakes 

All lined up 

Heron Hill 



Porsche  
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FLATOUT Criss-Cross Puzzle 

Across 

2. After Labor Day in Watkins Glen 

4. Number of years for the Chili Run 

8. Is north of Seneca Lake 

10. Autumn social event 

14. Competition car shows 

15. Porsche dealer in Rochester 

16. Where tech inspection takes place 

17. Week after Labor Day at WGI 

18. Top team in GT2 

19. Our newsletter 

21. Parking lot competition 

23. Wine country output 

24. Our favorite car 

25. Ski area in the finger lakes 

Down 

1. Where the Grand Prix Festival is 

3. Watkins Glen south of this lake 

5. Driving and food 

6. Drive in North Carolina 

7. Annual NRPCA event 

9. Top team in LMP2 

11. Acronym for our region 

12. Country of origin for Porsche 

13. What we do in our cars 

18. Fall event at wgi 

20. Naples NY fall event 

22. on the original WG road course 

To view the answers print this page and hold up to a mirror 



So, if you gonna dream, dream 
big. 

 

Bill Schicker found a seat in a 
GT. 

 

Look at that smile.  Jane must 
have had to pry him out of there 
with a crow bar. 

N E W S L E T T E R    O F    T H E   N I A G A R A    R E G I O N    P O R S C H E   

C L U B   O F    A M E R I C A 

Drive it like you stole it !! 

www.niagarapca.com 


