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UPCOMING EVENTS

MAY 2009

NRPCA Members Report
May Members Report

Member Stats

Primary Members 335
Affiliate Members 266
Life Members 1
Transfers in 0
Transfers out 1
Renewals 3
Total Members 602

Welcome Our New members –

Roy and Sharon Barley
Sam Curran
Miles Jackson and Deanne Antholzner
Paul Mezzanini And Steve Petry
John E. Roe
Gary Sennikoff
Dr. Jerome J. Zack

MAY PCA ANNIVERSARIES

5 YEARS
Peter Frachel
1 YEAR
Peter Cummiskey
Ed Mineck
Michael Ray
Janice Wieckowski
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Baby Needs New Shoes
Baby Needs A New Pair Of Shoes
Tom Lyons

9,136 miles. That is how many miles I put on my 911
since August 4th, 2006. It’s also the last time I put new tires
on it. What makes a 911 eat tires? As many of you know,
putting new tires on a Porsche is not a cheap enterprise.
So do I skip getting that crown I need on my lower molar or
do I get new tires? My dentist is a car guy, he’ll understand. Tires it is.

I spent some time
on Tirerack trying to
figure out my options.
On a 911 for those that
might not already
know, the fronts and
the backs are different
sizes. Factor that in
with directional tires,
that eliminates tire
rotation as a tool for
Up on the lift
ongoing tire maintenance. Once the tires
are mounted they stay on that corner of the car until it’s
time to replace them. The best you can do is try not to
abuse them and watch your pressures. I tend to be religious about pressures. I check tire pressure almost every
time I take the car out.

It was time to try
something different. I
started looking on-line
on Tirerack for mileage tires rather than
performance tires.
Let’s face it; I haven’t
been to a DE in quite
a while so the requirement for performance
My new “stickers”
tires was not as critical as before. If I plan
to go on a Rob Dean breakfast run I don’t think I’ll be hampered too much by not having the performance tires. Tires
that provide higher mileage seemed like a better way to go.

I am sure that everyone would come to a different conclusion on what the best tire is but what I came up with was
Dunlop SP Sports Signatures. I got 205/55R-16s for the
front and 225/50R-16s for the rear. The mileage rating for
these tires is 60,000 miles. If I get over 25k miles I’ll feel
terrific. And since these tires are not directional I can rotate

them, sort of. Because the fronts and backs are
different sizes, I can only switch left side to right
side but that’s a bunch better than before.

I had the
tires drop
shipped to
Ekstens and
went there
today
(5/11/09)
and had
them
mounted and
balanced,
Mark Eksten
old tires disposed of and
NYSI. Mark did the job for me and had the car
ready to go in about two hours.

It felt great to leave Eksten’s with “stickers”.
The jury is still out on whether I made the right
tire choice. I’ll have to do a follow up story in
about 10,000 miles. Based on my previous
driving history I should hit 10k miles in 2012. I’ll
start saving my money now. Maybe if the tires
last as I hope, I can put off new tires and get
that crown.

The DMV
When I went to get my driver's license renewed, our local motor vehicle bureau was
packed. The line inched along for almost an
hour until the man ahead of me finally got his
license. He inspected his photo for a moment
and commented to the clerk, "I was standing in
line so long, I ended up looking pretty grouchy
in this picture."
The woman beside him peered over his
shoulder, then reassured him, "It's okay. That's
how you're going to look when the cops pull you
over anyway."
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Member Bios
This is the another issue of Flatout that includes member BIOS. I want to thank those brave souls I have contacted for allowing us to share a little bit of information about them with other members. ( I finally corrected the spelling
errors that were in that sentence for two months ;-)

I know you guys enjoy hearing about other members. Keep that in mind when I come calling on you for your BIOS.

Name:
Bob Politi (Actually, proper first name is Norbert – nice
German name.)

Wife’s/Husband’s name:
Karen

Years NRPCA
Member:

much of a car fan, but I began consulting in Detroit for a major Tier 1 supplier and began going
to the national auto show in Detroit. The first
year I remember it being interesting but I still
wasn’t much of a car guy. On the second year, I
went with my partner as he was in Detroit during
the show. As I walked over to the Porshce section of the show, this gorgeous boxster was sitting there in the most beautiful metallic blue I
have ever seen. I commented how this is the car
I would get if I got a Porsche… My partner told
me, to just take the plunge… Enough said… I
know own a metallic ocean blue Boxster…

Joined in 2003
When did you get your first Porsche?

Bob Politi and Bill Schicker

Other Family
Members:

See story above. Winter of 2000.

Son: Chris
Daughter: Marissa Both in High School at Aquinas.
Chris plays Hockey and Marissa enjoys dance.

What
Porsche
(s) do
you have
now?

What got you interested in Porsche?
I was a partner in a consulting business, and my partner was a fanatical Porsche
fan with several of them.
He is a member of the New
Jersey Region
and also a DE
Instructor. He
used to go to
the Glen, every
year and would
Bob and Michelle Dean
rave about the
experience. I
was never

I still
have the
blue BoxIn Ellicotteville
ster although I
am enticed to move to a 911, would really like the 911
cab and hope to someday ride side by side with
Dick Cott in a 911 twin turbo cab. I really like the
convertible.

Continued on next page
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Member Bios
Continued from previous page
What do you like to do in your Porsche?
Since it’s a convertible I truly enjoy dropping the top
and cruising on a beautiful summers day. Driving in
the southern tier along the Finger Lakes is just amazing. I have started just using my GPS and going down
roads I have never traveled before and always find
some incredible curves and beautiful scenery.

My second favorite thing to do is to get together with
my friends in the “Porsche Club” and do “Breakfast
Runs”, or, just cruise in tandem with our cars.

Would like to get into some of the DE’s at the Glen but
every time I try, something comes up at work and I
have had to travel.

Hang out with my dearest “Porsche Club” friends; Bill
and Jane and
Bryan and
Terri.

“BOXED”

What is your
favorite story/
event/incident
involving you
and your Porsche?

I really enjoy the Chili Run. Every year in the fall we
go to Letchworth Park. We all visit the falls and then
go through the park to see the Mt. Morris Dam. Well,
by the time the event is complete at the park, we all
want to get back to the party and have some of Terri’s
delicious chili.
I must say, the
drive back on
route 390 is
quite spirited. I
don’t think
there is another time in
the year that I
can make it
from Mt. Morris
Bob’s Boxster
to Rochester in
less than 30
minutes. And the site of 30 Porsches racing in line is
awesome. I particularly remember Bryan passing me

to my left and looking over with the kind of face
that only Bryan Starsky can make. I laughed all
the way back to the party.
What is the worst thing that has happened to
you and your Porsche?

Interesting enough, it was the weekend of the
Vintage Car Race at Watkins Glen. It was a nice
day and we ran laps on the track. It was so
much fun and in the track position I was in, I was
able to get the car moving pretty fast around the
track. All in all it was a great day. However, later
in the afternoon, on the way home, it began to
rain. I left, going north out of Watkins Glen. I
decided to visit a good friend of mine on Keuka
Lake.
As I drove north on route 14, I took the ramp that
winds around to 14A. As I rounded the corner on
the bridge over 14, my tires lost their grip and I
went into a spin. I remember having no clue
what to do as I have a mid engine car, hence, I
just went along for the ride. I went head first into
the guard rail. It was quite a scary moment and I
realized that my tires are not meant for rainy
weather. In any case, the damage was quite
minor and as every Porsche Club owner knows,
there is a member who always knows someone
that can help you. My friend Bryan set me up
with an acquaintance that fixed the minor
scratches on the front bumper for a song and
turned it around in 2 days. Thanks Bryan.

Bob’s Boxster

What
would
you
most like
to do
with
your
Porsche?

I would definitely like to do a few DE’s and I’d like
to drive cross-country on Route 66 to the Santa
Monica Pier.

Page 8

MAY 2009

Member Bios
Totaled my first one but with the insurance
money

Name:
Curt Hinchcliffe

bought a new car and was able to afford an engagement
Wife’s/Husband’s name:

ring.

Bonny

Years NRPCA Member:

What is the worst thing that has happened to
you and your Porsche?

Since 2001

Totaled my first one….

What
would
you
most like
to do
with
your
Porsche?

Other Family
Members:
Jack (2), Kegan
and Kylie (3
Months)

Curt

What got you
interested in

Bonnie and the twins

Porsche?
My father was a muscle car guy and I drove his ‘69
Firebird 350 Convertible in High School, It was fast

Nothing
to it, but
add a

collections of others around it.

But I wanted to be able to Stop and Turn Also.

When did you
get your first
Porsche?
August ’01, An
’86 928S

Kurt’s 928

What Porsche
(s) do you have
now?

Big Jack and siblings

An ’87 928 S4 5-spd with 56k original miles

What do you like to do in your Porsche?
Listen to music and cruise the back roads. And occasionally
take a spirited drive around Watkins Glen Racetrack

What is your favorite story/event/incident involving
you and your Porsche?

SAD EDITORS NOTE, Curt’s 928 is for sale.
That has to be one of the best sounding cars I
ever heard.
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Hershey PA Swap Meet
Hershey Swap Meet
Jim Gaylord
Photos by

Porsche vs. Rolls-Royce:

Mark Pelkey

It has been
on and off my
calendar for
the past 10 yrs
and after a
yearly streak of
rain and freezing temperWhat’s in here?
tures, this year
stands out as
the best-with great weather and an overly productive
result.

Cool stuff

In the past, I
have gone as a
casual buyer
with a list of
"gotta find"
items and an
eye out for a
"too good to
pass up" deal,
but this year
was different.

I have finally switched
the 85 Carrera
over to full race
(NASA GTS3)
and had many
Too many bargains
years of parts
and pieces
taken off or
added and subtracted per the state of the car's evolution.

The time
had come to
clean house
and what better place than
the HSM?

Happy shoppers

A man stops at a traffic light in his brand new
Rolls-Royce. A bright red Porsche pulls up beside him. The Porsche driver rolls down his window and excitedly entices the Rolls driver to do
the same.
“What can I do for you?” asks the Rolls
driver. “Hey, nice wheels you got there!” says
the Porsche driver, “Does that car have a TV?”
The Rolls driver replies, “Of course this car has a
TV! I paid $250,000 for this fine automobile. I can
assure you, there is not a single option missing.”
“Oh, yeah?” says the Porsche driver. “Do you
have a bar in there?”
“Naturally. In fact, I have two. One for the
driver and one in back for the passenger!”
“Sounds terrific,” says the Porsche driver,
“But I’ll bet you don’t have a bed in there, do
you?”
The light turns green and the red Porsche
speeds off. The Rolls Royce sits there while the
driver ponders that last retort. Then he drives
back to the dealership and tells the sales manager that he just had to have a bed in the back of
the car. The sales manager tells him that for a
price he can have any option he wants. They
agree on the price of the bed and the Rolls
owner leaves.
Two days later, he returns and picks up his
Rolls with the bed installed in the back. He drives
his Rolls Royce all over town in search of the red
Porsche so he can gloat about his new option.
After four hours his search ends when he finds
the Porsche in a cul-de-sac. He pulls along side
the other car and, seeing no one around, honks
his horn. When no one comes out he leans on
the horn until the driver’s window of the red Porsche opens and a naked man leans out; he is
soaking wet. He exclaims, “What’s your problem
now, bud?”
The Rolls owner says proudly, “Well I did it!
Now I have a bed in the back of my RollsRoyce!”
The naked man in the Porsche looks at him
and yells, “You got me out of my shower for
THAT?!!”
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Porsche 928
Porsche 928
Faster than anything as luxurious, more luxurious
than anything as fast.

way. But wait, remember those crazy 928’s, I
wonder what they go for? And then I began my
search on ebay and autotrader to find what options and years to look for.

Curt Hinchcliffe

Tony Lapine (head of the design house for the 928
body) said it best: “Give us credit that we learned a bit
during the 20 or so years that we built the rear engine
sports car and
we had a few
ideas how to
improve on it.
That's why 911
drivers don't
like the 928, it
doesn't feel
like it’s handling properly
Curt
because the
onset of all the
bad habits of
the 911 are pushed much higher up the overall performance curve. It is very hard to make it do the bad
things a 911 chassis will do and so it’s perceived to be
sluggish or heavy. In fact if you look at the speedo or
tach you are actually eating up the terrain at a much
higher level with more confidence. That was our goal.”

I fell in love
with the 928 as
an adolescent
watching the car
show up in movies like “Risky
Business” and
“Weird Science”.
I thought that
Kurt’s 928
the body style,
handling and
power were awesome, but the price was out of my
league.

Fast-forward about 15 years, I was just out of college looking for a sports car and all sorts of thoughts
rushed through my mind. My father was always a
muscle car guy and when I was in high school he had
a ’69 Firebird convertible, I loved its 350 V8 but I
wanted to be able to stop and turn also. So I thought
what I’m looking for should be German, (for their handling and bulletproof style) but I loved the V8’s because of my father. How about a BMW 8-series, nope
to hard to find in good condition. Mercedes SL’s, no

The 928 started design in the early ‘70’s, yes
even before the 924 came around but the fuel
crisis put it on the back burner till 1977 when
they began production on the first cars. When it
debuted in 1978 it was the first, and to this day
the only, sports car to receive the “Car of the
year” award.

Over the years they changed motors adding
HP and codes for European and US versions.
Come 1985 the US version got a 32 valve 288
HP motor while the Euro version kept the 310 HP
16 valve old style motor they had used since
1984. Then in ’86 they began design of an updated body style for the ’87 version, the S4 (4th
update of the car). During the late run of 1986
models they began to change out the old style
brakes for the 4-piston Brembo’s, and a few suspension components. So those 1986 cars with
VIN ending in 1000 or greater had what they call
the S4 brake and suspension upgrade and are
considered ’86.5 models.

In the summer of 1986 Porsche sent a 1987
S4 car with driver Al Holbert to the Bonneville
Salt Flats to see what it could run. On that day
he set a record of 171 MPH in the flying mile.
That would dub the 1987 928 S4 as the fastest
production car in the world. Being that Lamborghini and Ferrari only made a few cars they were
not considered production cars.

So the 1987 car was released. Slight body
changes updated the look of the car and it would
now have one universal motor throughout the
world, the 32 valve V8 putting out 316 HP and
315 lb-ft of torque. 0-60 MPH 5.7 sec and top
speed 165 MPH with a 2.20:1 rear differential.

Continued on next page
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Porsche 928 Continued
Porsche 928
Continued from previous page

Then in 1989 they updated the dash with digital
gauges and offered a special 5-spd option called the
GT. This option gave hotter cams and a few other
small bits to get the car 10 more HP and LB-FT. This
option was standard on all 1990 and 1991 5-spds, but
only a handful of 1989’s had this.

A final body update came in 1992 with the GTS,
although the demand dwindled and no 1992’s were
shipped to the US we did get the three final years of
the car. This car was the top dog with a price to
match. The GTS offered 345 HP and 367 LB-FT of
torque.

After my learning experience I came up with the
idea that the later the model the better. I ended up
finding one in Oklahoma a Prussian Blau 1986 Automatic (approximately 75% of all 928’s were auto.) in
my price range. I owned the car for two years and
loved every minute of it. I even drove it on the first
date with my now wife, Bonny. In September 2002 the
car was totaled in an accident but, with the insurance
money I was able to replace it with an 1987 S4 5-spd.
I had that car for about 6 months when I met its replacement. Turns out right after I bought this car a
friend of my fathers wanted to sell his 1987 5-spd with
low miles. So needless to say I sold my high mileage
car and for the exact same car with less miles.

And that brings me up to today, 8 years later, driving my 1987 928 S4 5-spd with some upgrades, shhhh
don’t tell anyone, and 58,500 miles. If there is anything you would like to know about the 928 just ask
me, if I don’t know I could point you to some guys who
would. If you’re interested in pursuing the greatest GT
car Porsche has ever designed/built check out the
forums on rennlist.com. And if you’re looking for parts
for your 928, contact one of the “Big 2” as we say, 928
Specialists, or 928 International. Just do an internet
search on the name. And this final passage sums it up
best.

"Cynics and died-in-the-wool 911 and 356 fanatics
tend to write the 928 off as a cross between a 924 and
a Corvette. They're wrong. If you approach this car
with an open mind, open the door, sit down, fire it up
and drive it away, it will quite simply blow your mind.

To get out of whatever you were driving and take
the 928 for a spin is as liberating as your first ride
on a motorcycle, your first kiss from a girl who
knew how. You may frighten yourself, in a burst
of unbridled enthusiasm, but the 928 won't. It's a
rolling womb of whispering, humming, tactile
assurances that everything on this particular road
on this particular day is going to be all right.
Dreamlike, you fly down the road like a bat out of
hell with nothing more than the blurring of the
trees and the moan of the engine to call your
attention to the speedometer. This is grand touring, folks, and whatever it costs, it's worth It." David E. Davis, Jr. April 1978

Ok, now that you’ve gotten incredibly interested in these cars, please take a look at the one
I fell in love with. It’s an ’87 (yes, same as the
one that set the production car land speed record
in mid ’86) with a rare 5-speed transmission and
limited slip differential. I’ve babied the car for 5
years now and its time for a change. The colors
are indrischrot (Indian/Guards Red) over linen
with black accent interior. Recent service includes oil change, as was the brake fluid, a new
power steering cooling line and PS reservoir,
fresh coolant and a quick detailing. Being the
caring owner I am (read fanatic) I have a garage
full of extra’s that go with the car. (2) New oil
filters, a cam cover gasket set, steering tie rod
arms, original catalytic converter and muffler, I
even have the belly pan installed, space saver
spare, an original 1987 928 brochure, all service
records back to 1989 and a handful of posters.
Old parts include an extra set of used front rotors, cruise brain, used distributors, the original
sway bar links and I'm sure a handful of other
stuff I can find in the garage. Currently installed
on the car is a Test "H" pipe, S.S. Rear Muffler
Bypass along with adjustable front sway bar
links. I’m looking to get $20,000 or best offer.
Please contact me at: hinchccb@yahoo.com or
(585) 314-8506 I can provide pictures of whatever parts you want to see and any info you may
want about the car.
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Racing at Mid Ohio
Photos by Daniel Mainzer
Reprinted with permission
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Technically Speaking!
GETTING TO KNOW YOUR PORSCHE - THE
OWNER'S MANUAL
By Dean Lewellen
reprinted from Going Places, official newsletter of the Arizona Region PCA
As the lines of that old song standard go--"Getting to
know you, getting to know all about you..."-- this month's
space is devoted to getting on more familiar and intimate
terms with the favorite Porsche in your family or home. A
comprehensive way this can be accomplished is to take
your owner's manual and go sit in the driver's seat of your
parked Porsche and point and click, and touch and feel
your way through the one hundred and forty or so pages
describing the operation and functionality of the various
controls and systems on board. If your garage is on your
home's west side like mine, this is not the best time of the
year to spend an hour or two in a 100F degree cockpit, so
your favorite recliner and quick trips to the driver's seat will
suffice. If you do not drive your Porsche on a fairly regular
basis, you should review the operation and location of the
controls at least annually and for sure before a significant
trip to insure maximum pleasure on the road.
After commending you for purchasing a Porsche sports
car, the owner's manual writer concedes that you must be
a special breed of motorist and probably are not a novice
when it comes to motor cars. This great ego buildup is then
followed by a page or two of warnings about misuse, alteration and unlawful operation of your Porsche, as well as the
obligatory reference to NHTSA for safety and fault reporting. The first few pages also contain information about fuel
quality requirements (octane rating and oxygenated fuel
usage) and tire pressure requirements--very important!
A couple of "Before Driving Off" checklists are next.
First, a list of operational items: tires and pressure, lug
nuts/bolts torque, fluid levels and leak checks, battery
charge level, doors and hoods, clear and clean windows,
wipers and washers, lights, and luggage stowage. An important note here for any Porsche with electronic fuel injection is that the battery must be near full charge to crank the
engine, pulse the injectors and fire the spark plugs to get
things underway. This is true for other modern electronic
fuel injected automobile engines as well. Infrequently
driven cars should have a battery maintainer connected to
minimize Sunday drive disappointments. Second, a checklist of items to be accomplished from the driver's seat: horn,
seat position, mirrors, seat belts, brake operation, warning/
indicator lights' functionality with the key on and the engine
off, warning displays after startup and door locks. Run
these checklists once or twice monthly and you will develop
an intimacy with your Porsche that will provide instant recognition of any item or system not up to par for travel.

There is a section covering "Break-in" of a
new car, but by the time you have purchased
your car, perhaps joined PCA, and, are reading
this article, it is just folksy news. Two good
points here which are applicable for any new or
older automobile are--never run a cold engine at
high rpms, and do not let your engine labor,
especially when driving uphill. The warning on
the break-in of your new car's tires and brakes
also applies to new replacement tires and/or
new brake pads. New tires will not develop
maximum traction during the first 200 miles.
New brake pads will not develop maximum
braking efficiency during the first 200 miles.
Please drive and stop with moderation during
the wear-in period for new tires or new brake
pads. The engine oil consumption wording has
gotten quite vague for the newer cars with Porsche stating that oil consumption may be higher
when the car is new and can vary according to
speed, climate, road conditions, oil quality, viscosity and oil dilution by unburned fuel. Porsche
used to state that one liter per 1000 kilometers
was acceptable oil consumption for the earlier
air-cooled engines but that comment has been
eliminated as of model year 1995.

The next seventy pages or so cover all the
controls, indicators and warnings for the safe
and comfortable operation of your Porsche and
describes the function and control of all the onboard systems except for the audio system
which comes with its own manual. A good point
on the starting procedure is that temperature
sensors on the engine automatically provide the
correct fuel/air ratio required for start-up, therefore, it is not necessary to depress the accelerator pedal while starting a cold or a warm engine-keep your right foot on the floor. Before stopping your engine after hard or extended driving,
let the engine run at increased idle for a minute
or two to cool down the catalytic converter and
allow the oil in the engine to return to the oil
tank on the air-cooled engines.

Continued on next page
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The next twenty pages or so cover maintenance items
owners can perform or at least be aware of which may require action to be taken by their local service center. First,
owners should be knowledgeable about the oil level in the
engine tank or sump as oil is the life blood of any Porsche
engine. Be aware that the oil level gauge on the instrument
panel is only an indicator at best. Reliable oil level readings
for the air-cooled engines can only be obtained from the oil
tank dip stick when the car is running at idle at operating
temperature (190F-210F) on a level surface for at least one
half minute (30 seconds). After you really get to know your
car intimately, you may be able to correlate the dip stick
reading with the gauge reading on the dash if all the parameters are constant--pretty iffy though. Oil viscosity
range vs. outside temperature recommendations for synthetic and non-synthetic oils are covered here as well.
Brake fluid recommendations, manual and Tiptronic transmission fluid checking and replenishment and more detailed information on fuel requirements are covered also.
Air filter cartridge maintenance and replacement as well as
windshield/headlight washer fluid checking and addition
can be found in this section of the manual. There is information on the Federally mandated emission control system
installed on your Porsche, a component description, how
the parts work and recommendations on how to maximize
component lives.
There are several pages of car care instructions covering the care and preservation of the outside as well as the
interior surfaces of your Porsche. Tips on long term storage
of your car are presented. There is a section dealing with
emergency service requirements: Proper lifting and/or jacking of the car, inflation of the collapsible spare tire, and the
proper sequence for tire/wheel removal and replacement.
The replacement of fuses, bulbs and the battery are covered as well as how to properly jump start your dead Porsche from a loaner battery. There is information on how to
adjust your car's headlights.

marvelous engineering, manufacturing precision
and exhilarating performance crafted by the
wizards of Stuttgart-Zuffenhausen. This manual
is just as important as the key to the ignition
because it provides the key to the enjoyment
and the love of and for your car. Happy reading!

You know you're from Western NY when:

You think the roads in any other state are
smooth.
Hearing horses clopping down a paved street
doesn't bring you to the window to see what's
going on outside.
You can stop along the road to buy fruits, vegetables, or crafts on the "honor system."
You consider Fredonia to be "out west," and
you know the fastest way to Rochester is the
Thruway.
When it snows they put salt on the roads instead of sand. Then you have to wait for rain to
wash the salt away to take your Porsche out.
Driving is better in the winter because the potholes are filled with snow.
You know the four seasons: Winter, Still Winter,
Almost Winter, and Construction.
Your idea of a traffic jam is ten cars waiting to
pass a tractor on the highway.
You measure distance in minutes.

The final section covers the technical data about the
engine and transmission specifications, acceleration performance numbers, fluid capacities and the geometric dimensions for your Porsche model. The horsepower, torque,
acceleration curves and transmission gear/speed diagrams
are provided here.
There is a separate maintenance book which provides
the schedules and descriptions of time and mileage required maintenance items with log sheets for recording
maintenance actions. Faithful logging of scheduled maintenance actions will provide a valuable record of your Porsche's health and history for you or a concerned future
owner.
Your Porsche owner's manual truly holds the keys to the
knowledge, confidence, satisfaction and enjoyment you
receive from ownership as well as the understanding of the

Vacancies
We had been on the road for 15 hours en route
from New York to California and were looking
for a place to spend the night. At four different
motels, however, we were told, "Sorry, no vacancies." Heading back to the car, my sevenyear-old son asked solemnly, "Daddy, are we
vacancies?"

Idiots & Maniacs
Ever notice that anyone going slower than you
is an idiot, but anyone going faster is a maniac?
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Porsche Brake Repairs
Porsche Brake Repairs:
Brake Repairs Needed? Don't Take Chances with Your
Brakes - Repair Them Now!
Brake repairs - critical? Of course! Your brakes keep your family
safe. Porsche brake parts and repairs - expensive? You bet! Porsche brake rotors, unlike domestics, are built with minimal thicknesses to save weight - meaning they can't be "turned"; they must
be replaced.
Porsche brake rotors are also more sensitive to warping from
heat, and overheated brakes are the second most common cause
of failure (first is wear-and-tear).
Save money on Porsche brake parts and repairs with these tips:
Use Your Eyes & Ears to Inspect Your Porsche Brakes
Visually inspect brakes' condition at least every six months. Here
are some things to look for:
Porsche Brake Rotors (discs) should be inspected all the way
around the surface and on both sides for any concentric scoring
(grooves) or obvious defects. If defects are found, replace your
rotors immediately. Any rotor discoloration may be a sign of
overheating and an inspection by an Porsche brake repair professional is needed.
Porsche Brake Pads will normally match rotor scoring but
should also be inspected for uneven wear, breakage or cracking
on the friction surface. Again, if defects are found, replace the
pads immediately. Many cars also have brake pad sensors to
warn of pad wear. If your Porsche uses sensors, replace these at
the same time as your pads.
Porsche Brake Drums (if equipped) should also be inspected
on a regular basis. Check for the same types of flaws as noted
above. The drums should not have excessive grooves or have a
deep "trough" dug into them where the shoes ride.
Porsche Brake Shoes (if equipped) should be worn evenly and
have no rivets protruding to the friction surface.
Porsche Additional Troubleshooting: When inspecting brakes,
check calipers, wheel cylinders, hoses and fittings for any hydraulic fluid leakage.
Inspect the master cylinder, reservoir and proportioning valve
assemblies as well. Replace or rebuild as required.
A "spongy" brake pedal or one that's gotten lower underfoot also
needs looking into. It could be caused by sticking calipers, worn
pads, low fluid or hydraulic system problems.
If you can't "pump them up", then you definitely have hydraulic
problems that need work. If you always have to pump them up, at
the very least your hydraulic fluid needs replacement.
To check brakes by sound, know how your brakes should sound
and listen for out-of-the-ordinary noises.
Most cars have a slight brushing sound from the pads lightly
touching the rotors. This is perfectly normal. Sounds to beware of
include:
Squeaking may be caused by dust or dirt on the brakes, loose
pads vibrating when applied or worn pads.
Rhythmic noise might mean you have a warped rotor. Instead of
a solid squeaking noise, it pulsates. In extreme cases, the brake
pedal will also pulsate underfoot.
Constant brake noise is never a good sound and any grinding
noise spells real trouble!
Most importantly: As soon as any problem is noticed, get it

repaired immediately. Delaying brake repairs is extremely dangerous.
Overstressed rotors and drums can break. Brakes
may be too worn or damaged to stop your Porsche in
an emergency.
Even if you manage to avoid physical harm, the
longer you delay fixing brake problems, the more
you increase the cost of doing so.
Badly worn, warped or overheated rotors can damage wheel bearings and the complete wheel hub
assembly. These parts often cost as much or more
than the brakes themselves.
Even if you like doing your own work, every few
years your Porsche brakes should be examined by an
Porsche professional. Checking brakes for "run-out",
warping, wheel bearing play, proper proportioning
balance, among others, are normally more involved
than can be accomplished in your garage. This inspection can also uncover underlying problems that
could eventually become costly or dangerous.
Important Things to Remember
Heed these tips and you're on your way to ensuring
your Porsche brakes won't fail:
Porsche Repair Tip #1: Keep the hydraulic reservoir at the proper level with the fluid type recommended by Porsche. Never substitute or mix types of
fluid. Remember also that hydraulic fluid absorbs
water. Never use old hydraulic fluid - always use a
fresh container.
Porsche Repair Tip #2: Keep brakes clean by
washing them off at the same time as your car. This
keeps squeaky dust and dirt off the pads and makes
brakes easier to inspect and work on.
Porsche Repair Tip #3: Never spray, touch or drip
any oil or lubricants on the brake friction surfaces. If
this occurs, spray immediately with brake cleaner to
remove completely.
Porsche Repair Tip #4: There are no shortcuts or
quick fixes to brake problems. They either function
properly or they don't. Know your brake system how it should work, feel and sound - before it acts up
so you'll know when something's wrong.
Continued on next page
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Porsche Brake Repairs
Porsche Brake Repairs:
Continued from previous page
Porsche Repair Tip #5: Most imports don't have serviceable
rotors. They must be replaced at the same time as the pads. The
rotors cannot be "turned" to remove imperfections. There isn't
sufficient metal thickness to safely accomplish this.
Porsche Repair Tip #6: Keep a repair log with receipts when
any service is performed on your Porsche. It helps when you
need to check if your warranty is still in effect. More importantly,
it's a great gauge of performance and an indicator of other problems.
Porsche Repair Tip #7: Whenever the pads are replaced, the
hydraulic system must be bled to remove any air bubbles. Most
Porsche specialists recommend changing the fluid with every pad
replacement. If you're unsure of the proper technique for bleeding
the hydraulic system, don't perform the job yourself. Seek help
from a Porsche professional. ABS equipped cars should be bled
only by professionals.
Porsche Repair Tip #8: Most noises are usually related to your
pads. However, whenever replacing pads, you should also replace
the sensors and seriously consider replacing the rotors at the
same time.
Porsche Repair Tip #9: After installing new pads, remember to
"set" them properly. This conditions them for maximum performance and prevents premature failure. Instructions for setting pads
are usually provided in the package with your new pads.
Porsche Brake Parts Shopping List
When shopping for Porsche brake parts, remember two important
things:
1. OEM/OES (original equipment manufactured/supplied) or
equivalent pads and rotors are not always cheap. You do, however, get what you pay for. OE parts will give you the most trouble-free driving and peace of mind. And . . . isn't that what's most
important?
2. Before requesting any brake parts for your Porsche, make sure
you have the year, exact model designation, engine size and type,
brake configuration, type of rotors (solid or vented), vehicle ID
number (VIN) and production date.
Article courtesy of Autohaus Arizona
www.autohausaz.com.

Spammer's Porsche up for grabs
AOL says the Porsche has "symbolic value".
Internet giant AOL has ratcheted up the war
against unsolicited e-mail with a publicitygrabbing coup - an online raffle of a spammer's
seized Porsche.
AOL won the car - a $47,000 Boxster S - as
part of a court settlement against an unnamed
e-mailer last year.
"We'll take cars, houses, boats - whatever
we can find and get a hold of," said AOL's Randall Boe. According to Mr Boe, the Porsche's
previous owner made more than $1m by sending junk e-mail.
Hitting them where it hurts, AOL is one of the
noisiest opponents of the evasive spam trade,
and this month joined forces with Microsoft,
Yahoo and Earthlink to sue hundreds of spammers. Seizure of property is becoming a major
tactic in these lawsuits, since guilty spammers
often protest their inability to pay large fines.
The Porsche-owning spammer, whose identity remains confidential, was one of a group
sued last year for having sent 1 billion junk messages to AOL members, pitching pornography,
college degrees, cable TV descramblers and
other products.
Mr Boe said the Porsche was seized mainly
for its symbolic value, as the obvious fruit of an
illegal trade. The Porsche sweepstake lasts until
8 April, and will be open only to those who were
AOL members when it was first announced.
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NR Speedster Part III
Niagara Region Speedster Part III
By Chad T. Comeau

Between work and the birth our baby boy (Chase) I
managed to
find some garage time to
take apart my
speedster.
Having dismantled 3914’s over the
years I had a
good idea of
Before
the job that
was in store for
me. Armed with a camera, sharpie marker and a box
of all zip lock
bags I headed to
the garage to
start the dismantling process.
The first step
was to fully
document every
thing, eventually
it all has to go
Matching numbers
back together.
Once I felt that I
had it documented I started to take the Speedster
apart piece by
piece. I knew
the speedster
had to be media blasted
which meant I
had to get the
Speedster
down to the
shell only.
Porsche logo
356’s are small
cars but they
have a lot of
parts! Once the
speedster was
completely
stripped of all
parts I started
to remove the
paint. In order
to easily access the botEngine
tom of the car I
fabricated a

rotisserie out of ¼” square tubing. I also welded
some casters on the bottom of “the rack” which
enabled
me to
easily
move the
speedster
around
the shop.

Shift Mechanism

Chassis racked

Chassis racked

Chassis
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Spring DE
SPRING DE AT WATKINS GLEN
Jim Arendt
Photos by Tom Lyons

suggestions for improvement provided by the drivers
and instructors will be implemented for future
events.

Drivers and guests arrived en masse at Watkins Glen
International on
Memorial Day
for the annual
Niagara Region
PCA spring
Driver Education
event. They
came from
Pennsylvania,
Connecticut,
Maine, New
Jersey, Florida,
Maryland,
Rhode Island,
Deegan prepping Fran
New Hampshire,
Cosentino’s car
Ohio, Indiana,
Illinois, Ontario,
and Quebec. 145 drivers and 170+ guests enjoyed the
sights and sounds that only Watkins Glen can deliver.

Many
thanks to
the entire
DE team:
Bert Xander (DE
Ready to go
Chairman)
oversees
the whole operation. Curt Hinchcliffe (Registrar)
keeps the registration and payment process sorted.
Bob and Karen Veltz (Track Stewards)do an amazing
job keeping the ebb and flow of run groups organized
in the staging area. Rich DeAsis (Chief Instructor) and
Jim Tulloch (Chief Classroom Instructor) collaborated
to bring the new passing and on-track exercises to
life. Gary Moore provided trackside support and, in
addition
to designing the
awesome
shirts, cut
our club’s
decal
costs in
Through the esses
half by
providing
an alternative car number decal. Antoinette Bushlack
provided volunteer assistance, and Tom Lyons
showed up to take photos for the club. Let’s not
forget the drivers and instructors who support our
club year
after year,
these are
the individuals
who really
make it
happen!
Many
In the garage
thanks to
all those
who make these fantastic events a complete and
total success!

In addition to
the typical fun
and excitement of
DE’s, additional
elements were
added to the mix
this year -- primarily on-track
Staging
exercises. The
initial trepidation
quickly turned to acceptance, then to praise as the all so
typical morning chaos sorted itself out. Opening up passing
zones and encouraging safe late
passes virtually
eliminated
“trains” (the
equivalent of the
highway left lane
hog keeping everyone else from
Prepping the car
enjoying their
own pace.) According to comments on many of the attendees’ evaluation forms and
subsequent emails, the Niagara Region has raised the bar
for DE’s. Of course, like any new initiative, there are bugs
to be worked out and tweaks to be made. Some terrific

In keeping with our progressive approach to valueadded member activities, we now look forward to
the June 24/25 Advanced DE at Watkins Glen, and
how that event will additionally help to set Niagara
Region PCA apart from the rest!
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NRPCA Photo Contest
Jim Arendt

Whether photography is your passion, your hobby, or just an
occasional pastime, we invite you to participate in our Niagara
PCA photo contest, celebrating the beauty, excitement, and
unique character of the Porsche automotive marque.
There will be prizes for the top three photos. Winning photos
and runner-ups will be displayed on the Niagara PCA club’s
website, and possibly published in a 2010 Niagara PCA monthly
calendar! Both amateur and professional photographers are welcome to participate. Photos must be submitted in digital format;
see contest rules for details.
OFFICIAL CONTEST RULES
Photo Eligibility
To enter, you must be a current Niagara PCA member. All photos must be taken within the last three years. The photo subject
must be relevant to the Porsche marque, and include a Porsche
vehicle or part thereof.

dent@NiagaraPCA.org. Each entry must be accompanied by the name of the photographer. Entries
must be received between October 1 and October 15,
2009.
Judging
Entries will be judged on the basis of creativity,
photographic quality, and effectiveness in conveying
the beauty, excitement, and/or unique character of
the Porsche marque. A panel will judge the entries
and all contest decisions are final. Entries that fail to
comply with the Official Contest Rules will be disqualified.
Winners
Judges will select the winning photos. Winning
photographs, along with the photographer's name,
will be displayed on the Niagara PCA website and
may be published in a Club’s 2010 monthly calendar. No financial compensation is provided to winners.

Photo Format
Entries must be digital images.
Photographer/Copyright
Entries must be submitted by the original photographer. Do not
submit a photo taken by someone other than yourself. You must
be the sole owner of the copyright of any image submitted. Your
submission of the photo is your guarantee that you are the author
and copyright holder of the photo.
Number of Entries
An individual may submit up to three (3) photos.
Photo Subject Restrictions
Photos must be appropriate for posting on a public website and
for creating a Club calendar. Obscene, provocative or otherwise
questionable content will not be considered. Niagara PCA retains sole discretion as to what constitutes inappropriate content.
Photos containing recognizable people are not eligible.
Ownership/Use Rights
Photographers retain the copyright to their photographs. By entering the contest, photographers agree to have their submitted
photograph displayed on the Niagara PCA website without any
fee or other form of compensation, and agree that Niagara PCA
may display winning photos in a "past winners" photo gallery,
and may make and retain copies of the photograph for archival
purposes. Photographers also agree to allow Niagara PCA to
publish their photo on a Club calendar which may be sold to Club
members. Photos will be credited to the photographer who submitted the entry. By participating in this contest, photographers
agree to these terms and conditions.
How to Enter
Digital photos must be submitted by email to Presi-

Continued on next page
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NRPCA Photo Contest Cont
Continued from previous page

Submitting Digital Images
Digital images should be submitted by email to President@NiagaraPCA.org between October 1 and October 15, 2009.
Images should be formatted to 300 ppi, recommended image size
is 1665 x 1325 pixels. Panoramic and vertical photos are not
eligible. Images must be submitted in JPEG (at high quality)
format. Images must be in natural color. Black and white, sepia
tone, and duotone images are not eligible. Digital images will
not be returned.
Image Modifications:
Minor digital enhancement is permitted, but images that have
been significantly modified or appear unnatural will be disqualified.
Not Permitted:

•
•

No borders or frames may be added to images.

No watermarks, signatures, or copyright notices may be
added to images. All winning images will be displayed with the
photographer's name.

•

Adding or replacing elements in an image is not permitted.
Artistic filters are not permitted.
Permitted Modifications:

• Images may be cropped and rotated as necessary as long as
the rectangular format is maintained and the size is within the
specifications above.
• Images may be resized as long as the aspect ratio is maintained.
•
•

Red-eye removal and spot editing.

One-step enhancement (such as "AutoFix", "QuickFix",
"Auto Levels", etc.)

• Use of filters to sharpen, soften, blur, despeckle, or remove
noise.
•
Use
of corrective functions to improve the natural appearance
of the image, such as levels, contrast, brightness, curves, intensity, tone, hue, saturation, lightness, value, color balance, and
tint.
Additional Terms and Conditions
Niagara PCA is not responsible for computer system, hardware,
software, or program malfunctions or other errors, failures, or
delayed computer transactions or network connections that are
human or technical in nature. Furthermore, Niagara PCA is not
responsible for: (i) lost, misdirected, misplaced, illegible, unintelligible, incomplete, or late entries or (ii) any act, failure to act, or
delay regarding the transmitting or processing of entries. Niagara PCA reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to cancel or

suspend all or any portion of this contest without
notice if factors beyond Niagara PCA’s control,
including technical difficulties, disrupt or corrupt the
fair or secure administration or operation of the contest. Niagara PCA is entitled to interpret these rules
as needed and its decisions are final. Niagara PCA
reserves the right to disqualify any entrant that Niagara PCA has reason to believe is not the original
work of entrant, or does not otherwise meet the contest rules. If a winner is disqualified or determined
to be ineligible, an alternate winner will be selected
using the same judging process/criteria described
above. Alternate winners are subject to all requirements set forth in these Official Rules.
By participating in the contest, you agree to release and hold harmless Niagara PCA and its officers
and members from any and all damages, injuries,
claims, causes of actions, or losses of any kind resulting from your participation in this contest, including infringement of intellectual property rights.
Niagara PCA and its officers and members assume
no responsibility or liability for any damages, injuries, claims, causes of actions, or losses of any kind
arising in whole or in part from this contest.
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Porsche

Picture Page

Bob Politi’s Boxster at Sunset

Who knows what evil lurks in the minds of
men….The 911 Shadow Does
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Where’s Waldo’s Porsche
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Drive it like you stole it !!

NEWSLETTER

OF THE NIAGARA REGION
CLUB OF AMERICA

PORSCHE

www.niagarapca.com

Please support the businesses that
support us:

•

John Holtz Porsche

•

Autoplace Porsche

So, if you gonna
dream,Autoworks
dream
• Eksten
big.

•

Hawthorne’s

Rose
Garden
Bill Schicker•found
a seat
in a
GT.

•

Seneca Lodge

•

T-Shirt Express

•

Eyesite Opticians

•

Niagara Hobby

Look at that smile. Jane must
Towne
have had to •pry him
outMini
of there
with a crow bar.

