
917's at the factory in 1969, ready for delivery to customers 
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Statement of Policy: FLATOUT is the official publication 
of the Niagara Region Inc., Porsche Club of America. 
Statements appearing in FLATOUT are those of the au-
thor and do not constitute an opinion of the Niagara Re-
gion Inc., Porsche Club of America, FLATOUT, or its staff. 
The editors reserve the right to edit as necessary all mate-
rials submitted for publication. Permission is granted to 
reproduce any material published in FLATOUT provided 
full credit is given to the author or photographer and to 
FLATOUT. 

Message from your President….. 

 

No president’s report this month.  Watch for next month. 

 

 Take care! 

 

Jim Arendt 
President, Niagara Region PCA 

________________________________________________ 

Welcome to Our New Autocross Chairperson! 

Tony Barbagallo 

(see Tony’s BIO later in this issue) 

________________________________________________ 

Please support the businesses that support us: 

• John Holtz Porsche  Autoplace Porsche 

• Eksten Autoworks  Hawthorne’s 

• Rose Garden  Seneca Lodge 

• T-Shirt Express  Towne Mini 

• Eyesite Opticians  Niagara Hobby 
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April 5th 

8:00am 

GVC BMW Club Breakfast Run 

Cartwright’s Maple Tree Inn 

Contact Mel Dillon 

April 7th 

7:00pm 

NRPCA Meeting Rochester 

Hawthornes, 3500 East Avenue, Rochester NY 

Contact Jim Arendt 

April 14th 

7:00pm 

NRPCA Meeting Buffalo 

Rose Garden, 2753 Wehrle Drive, Buffalo NY 

Contact Jim Arendt 

April 19th 

8:30am 

Street Survival for Teens 

Monroe Community College 

Contact Stu Sacks 

April 25th 

7:30am 

Hershey Porsche-Only Swapmeet 

Hershey PA 

April 26th 

9:00am 

Watkins Glen International Opening Day 

Eastview Mall 

Contact Tom Lyons 

May 2nd 

7:00am 

Tech Inspection 

Eksten Autoworks  

78 Bennington Drive, Rochester, NY 14616 

Contact Jim Arendt 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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Blast From The Past 

Submitted by Al Schuessler 

Introduction by Tom Lyons 

 

     As with any great organization, YOU ARE WHAT YOU WERE.  Al Schuessler was rummaging around his 
house and came across the April 1964 edition of “Niagara News”, a forerunner to Flatout.  I am very please to be 
able to present this rare find to you.  I tried the best I could to maintain the material in original form as possible so 
rather than re-typing everything, I scanned it then edited the parts that didn’t survive the scanning process.  It’s a 
little messy.  The original document was produced before computers and printers.  The type quality is certainly not 
up to today’s standards but it’s not the print quality that makes this a good read, it’s the message. 

 

     Below is the note that Al sent me along with the newsletter. 

 

“Enclosed is a reprint of the April 64 edition of the “Niagara News” which I recently found in an 
old file.   I was active in the region for a couple of years in 63-64 until marriage, children and a 
budget for VW’s intervened until I once again rejoined in 86 following the purchase of our 944. 

 

I thought you might be interested in all or some portion of it for the April 09 edition of Flatout 
some 45 years later!  There are several interesting and historically significant notes regarding 
POAC’s disconnect with Hoffman, first year of the LEI Races from Dunkirk to Nelsons Ledges, 
Porsches renaming the old Reutter body works and the pending introduction of the type 901 
(911). 

 

Just a closing note, as well to express my appreciation for the fine job the two of you are doing 
on Flatout. 

 

Regards, 

Al” 

 

     I want to thank Al for sending me this newsletter.  I plan to include all of it in Flatout spread over two issues.  
Part in the March issue and part in the April issue.  I hope you enjoy this as much as I did. 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 

Starting Your 911 After A Winter Nap 
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Starting Up Your 911 After A Long Winter Nap 

A Question submitted to PCA.ORG by Tom Lyons 

 

     As we approach the 2009 driving season, I asked this 
question on the Q&A section of PCA.ORG.  I had a pretty 
good idea what to do but thought why not be sure and not 
miss an important step.  Below are my question and the 
expert advice received from Chris Powell. 

Question: 

     What is the correct procedure for putting your car back 
on the road in the 
spring after being 
stored for the winter? 
My car has been in 
storage since early 
November. It's now 
coming up on April, 
time to drive again. I 
hope to publish your 
reply in our local news-
letter, Flatout. 

 

Answer: 

     Since you put the car away with a fresh oil change and 
full tank of fuel (you did, right?), all you need is a fully 
charged battery. To be safe, remove the DME relay or fuel 
pump fuse, and crank the engine for 30 seconds or until the 
oil pressure light goes out and/or you have some pressure 

registering on the 
gauge. Reinstall and 
start the car, let it 
warm up for a few min-
utes while you correct 
the tire pressures, and 
take it for a long drive, 
at least thirty minutes. 
You should get it up to 
operating temperature 
and drive it with spirit! 
The idea is to make 
sure there is time for 
any condensation to be 

purged from the oil.  

     If you didn't change the oil when you put it away, do it 
now after your initial warmup. For those cars that have a 
DME relay, now is the time to check the date, and replace it 
if it is more than ten years old, and buy a new spare. For 
other cars, a new fuel pump relay and fuse is a good 
thought, as these are the most common causes for failure 
to start. Happy Driving! 

Chris Powell - PCA WebSite - 3/12/2009 

 

 

ZONE 1 GIFT CERTIFICATE WINNERSZONE 1 GIFT CERTIFICATE WINNERSZONE 1 GIFT CERTIFICATE WINNERSZONE 1 GIFT CERTIFICATE WINNERS 

Two Niagara Region members who completed 
our Membership Survey were chosen at random 
during our March monthly meetings to win Zone 
1 gift certificates. The certificates are valued up 
to $100 off the admission price of a 2009 Zone 
1 event. The two winners are Mike Delaney and 
Fran Cosentino. Congratulations guys! 

 

 

 

Blonds & Porsches 

Q. Why did the blonde try and steal a police car?  

A. She saw “911” on the back and thought it was a 

Porsche. 

  

Q. Why do blondes drive VW’s? 

A. Because they can’t spell Porsche. 

  

Q. What’s the difference between a blonde and a 

Porsche?  

A. You don’t lend your Porsche out to your 

friends. 

 

     A blonde driving a Porsche sees another blonde 

with a Porsche that has broken down on the side of 

the road. She stops to ask what’s wrong.  

     The girl with the broken Porsche says, “I just had 

a look under the hood, and there’s nothing there. 

Somebody must’ve stolen the engine while I was 

driving!”  

     The first blonde says, “Oh, don’t worry, I have a 

spare in the back of my mine.”  

Hooking up the battery 

Checking the oil level 
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Tech Tactics – Saturday, February 28, 2009 

Larry Lopian 

Photos by Mark Pelkey 

     After hearing other NRPCA members say ‘very good 
things’ about the annual Tech Tactics event over the last 

two years, I decided to 
attend this year’s event 
for the first time and 
can tell you it was well 
worth it.     

 

     Travelling with fel-
low NRPCA member 
Stu Jenkins, we drove 
to Danbury, Ct. the day 
before the event ex-
periencing good 
weather (initially 58 

degrees F ) reminding us that the Spring driving season is 
just around the corner. 

 

     Saturday morning, we arrived at the Farnbacher Loles 
facility for check-in/registration and we were amazed at the 
large size and modern ‘look’ to the facility.     We also 

thought it was great to 
see some participants 
arriving for the event 
driving their P-cars and 
hearing the sounds of 
the engines for the first 
time this year.  Once 
registered, we quickly 
joined up with NRPCA 
members:  Mark 
Pelkey, Keith Dabb, 
Dan Deegan and Ray 
Buchner.    We to-

gether enjoyed the continental breakfast provided in the 
facility’s main service area and enjoyed the various P-cars 
on lifts for viewing before the program got started.  

 

     This year’s tech Tactics program was structured in an 
auditorium style format where approx. 150 participants sat 
together to hear the various topics/presentations including 
featured presenter, Norbert Singer.  The presentations 
touched on quite a variety of topics from Basic Trouble-
shooting Techniques, to Recycling, to New Porsche Tech-
nologies…..there was something for everybody.     Break 
time was included between presentations allowing atten-
dees to view the different areas of the facility including a 
separate section exclusively for race cars and support.  

    

     Late morning, the legendary Norbert Singer 
shared the first half of his  presentation:   

‘Norbert 
Singer’s 
Tales’ 
which were 
the most 
interesting 
stories with 
behind the 
scenes 
tales, the 
challenges 
and experi-
ences 
working as 

a Senior Engineer in the Porsche Race Engi-
neering Division at both Zuffenhausen and 
Weissach.   His credentials include working 
Race platforms:  917, 935, 936, 956, 962 and 
much more.   As the head of Works Support 
and Operations, he made the strategic and tac-

tical deci-
sions dur-
ing the 
races.    
Norbert 
Singer’s 
book 
“24:16” ( Le 
Mans 24 
hours: 16 
Wins with 
Porsche) 
contains 

the challenges and achievements as this Senior 
Engineer played a key role in all 16 Porsche 
victories at Le Mans.       

 

     After the main event was completed at the 
Farnbacher Loles facility, all participants gath-
ered again for dinner at the Ethan Allen Hotel.    
After dinner, Norbert Singer presented the sec-
ond half of his  presentation:   ‘Norbert Singer’s 
Tales’ covering the 956 & 962 platforms.   His 
presentation was an absolutely great finish to a 
fun-filled, Porsche-packed wonderful day. 

Tech Tactics 

Tech Tactics 

Tech Tactics 

Tech Tactics 
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The member survey sent out in January had some open ended questions posed to you about various as-
pects of how the club is being run.  Question #35 asked about our newsletter, Flatout.  Below are your  
responses.   
 
You’ll have to let me know how well we are measuring up to your requirements and expectations. 
 
35. What types of articles are you interested in reading in our newsletter? 
 

 1.Human Interest, Humorous happenings, Event results and activities 

 2.Social events, car detailing, general educational tech information 

 3.Regional Racing Information, Car Builders, Drivers, etc 

 4.tech, goings on in the pca community. 

 5.History, Stories about individual club members with interesting cars, what may be happening in the other clubs within rea-

sonable distance. 

 6.porsche stuff and club events 

 7.Past events, upcoming events, technical (how to fix, common issues and what to do), used cars or parts for sale, showcase a 

member, discount coupons. 

8.How about articles on people in club, BMW does that now 

9.I would read it on the website if I got an email when it came out 

10.Articles about region activities. 

11.Pictures of members cars, classified section, tech articles. 

12.Event notifications that are detailed plus a followup after it is over are the most helpful. 

13.Introduction of new members with model, year, color of car and hometown 

14.Hopefully more on individual members experiences with their Porsches IE membership profiles 

15.Track articles 

16.Porsche racing (club, ALMS, other). Local classifieds. Upcoming events. 

17.track days stuff 

18.Almost everything. 

19.More tech. articles 

20.anything regarding Porsche and members. 

21.tech tips, upkeep on older models, tire discussions, driving tips, driver experiences from other events they attend. 

22.Club activities. Get to know members (feature member) Technical articles from local people Avoid: race info from National 

PCA news feeds. I see this stuff from other sources. Keep the newsletter articles as local as possible. 

23.future events and details of previous 

24.on Porsche cars 

25.Local region info, not national reprints 

26.Events 

27.what is going on in the region & nationally. Pix of some of the cars. 

28.technical and Porsche news 

 

Continued on next page 



What Our Members Said—Part 2 

Page 12 MARCH 2009 

Continued from previous page 
 
35. What types of articles are you interested in reading in our newsletter? 
 

29.Tech write-ups 

30.Articles about the Niagara Region's activities or maybe adjoining regions' activities. National club stuff is covered in Pano-

rama. Articles about our members would also be interesting. 

31.anything Porsche 

32.porsche racing history 

33.Technical articles, car projects that members have ongoing 

34.Who is doing what locally with their car 

35.New car news, tech articles 

36.member activities, race summaries of members, member profiles. 

37.Tech articles 

38.region event recaps, technical information, upcoming events 

39.Classifieds, and sometimes for the DE track dates 

40.I read it from front to back. Anything to do with the club, club activities, porsches, and porsche articles are of interest. 

41.social events 

42.About our local club racers. Members past impression on different models. 

43.Pick a year/style of Porsche and get details of value, original cost, etc. 

44.The current editor is doing well. I would like to see additional tech tips, updates on fuel and oil specs, things that we can 

use to keep our older cars in good shape. 

45.Summary of events & pictures, info. about porsches i.e. maintenance products, tips on winter storage etc.  

46.1) performance driving 2) seasonal maintenance 3) car care tips 4) Porsche racing 

47.*************** 

48.Technical 

49.track, tech, perhaps member profiles. 

50.Car facts. How to, common problems, tips 

51.Car maintenance; DE articles such as car handling, both basic and advance might be of interest to readers 

52.need to have articles about our members invlolvement in track activities 

53.Cleaning, repair, maintenance, past activities... 

54.Tom and Babs Lyons is doing a terrific job!! 

55.Club past and future activities. Event results such as AutoX. Industry news, member profiles, tech articles. 

56.Driving insights: physics, mental training 

57.Technical and reports on club events 

58.Related news on club members. Technical articles Articles on upcoming events Articles on past events that let everyone 

know how much of a good time they were, to encourage more to join in. 

59.Driving, repairing, travelling. 

 

 February Members Report 

Curt Hinchcliffe 

2 New Members 

1 transferred In  

5 Non- Renewals 

329 Primary Members 

262 Affiliate Members 

1 Life member 

So 592 Total members 

MARCH PCA ANNIVERSARIESMARCH PCA ANNIVERSARIESMARCH PCA ANNIVERSARIESMARCH PCA ANNIVERSARIES  

15 YEARS 

Steve Skrzypek  

10 YEARS 

Francis Meyer, Tom Needell 

5 YEARS 

Roland Armenia, Jeremy Wolk 

1 YEAR 

Tim Carney, Bill Schmitz 



 

     One of the things our members asked about was biographical information about other members.  To try and cap-
ture some of that information I created a template with a few general questions about the member, their car(s), their 
family, what things they liked about Porsche, etc.  I have bios for myself and a few of our elected officials that you can 
read in the following pages.   

     I plan to send the bio template individually to a few people each month then run a least one bio each month so 
members can get a better feel for the rest of the club members. 

     So here are the first couple of member bios. 
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Name: Jim Arendt 

 

Wife’s/Husband’s name: Karen 

 

Years NRPCA Member: Since 1999 

 

Other Family 

Members?:  

Son Justin, 
Daughter Emily 

 

What got you 
interested in 

Porsche? 

Always liked the marquee.  Fell in love with the 944 
while attending the 1988 

Rothman’s Cup race on the streets of  Niagara Falls. 

 

When did you get your first Porsche? 

1998 or 99, purchased a 1985 944.  Immediately got 
involved in Autocross, then 

track events.  I took a couple laps in a friend’s 944 
turbo at Watkins Glen, got addicted to the boost, and 
within three months I had one in the garage. 

 

What Porsche(s) do you have now? 

1988 944 turbo, completely transformed from bone 
stock to race car. 

What do you like to do in your Porsche? 

No secret here, take it to the track!  The best is the 

anticipation while towing 

the car to the track, looking forward to a couple 
days of getting stupid with  

friends away from the real world. 

 

What is your favorite story/event/incident 

involving you and your Porsche? 

Fixing something on the car, and having it actu-
ally work!  There is nothing more 

satisfying than successfully completing a repair 
yourself. 

 

What is the worst thing that has happened to 

you and your Porsche? 

My first 
ever on-
track 
“incident” 
at Mid 
Ohio in 
2008 
during 
my first 

race 
weekend.  

After 100+ days on track I was due, but that was 
a tough one 

to get past. 

What would you most like to do with your 

Porsche? 

I can’t imagine doing anything more fun than 
what I am currently doing with 

Continued on next page 

Jim’s 944 

Jim’s 944’s engine 
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Name:  Rich de Asis 

 

Wife’s/
Husband’s 

name: NA 

 

Years NRPCA 

Member: 7 

 

Other Family 
Members?: 

NA 

 

What got you interested in Porsche? 

 

Its an iconic brand that has a rich racing heritage. The 
cars are awesome and are about as much as I care 
for. Cars are a great blend of performance, style, repu-
tation, mystique and they are great to look at. 

 

When did you get your first Porsche?    2001 

 

What Porsche(s) do you have now?   2004 996 GT3  

 

What do you 
like to do in 
your Por-

sche? 

 

I love taking 
my car to the 
track.  

 

What is your favorite story/event/incident involving 

you and your Porsche? 

 

My favorite recollection about my current car is when I 
first picked it up from the dealer. That was as special 
day. I also recall getting my very first Porsche which 
also felt pretty special. That day was the beginning of 
many, many special and fun days. 

 

What is the worst thing that has happened to 

you and your Porsche? 

 

I done 
blew her 
up. Liter-
ally. I 
experi-
enced 
catastro-
phic en-
gine fail-
ure while 

at the track. That was a big bummer. 

 

What would you most like to do with your 

Porsche? 

 

I would like to keep tweaking it slowly...after a 
fresh engine rebuild, I would probably look at 
upgrading a few suspension items then maybe 
intake and exhaust then maybe I should stop. 
Can’t really think much more beyond that. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on next page 

Rich DeAsis 

Porsche Concours 

Rich’s 2004 996 GT3 

Rich with Bobby Rahal 

Cover of Fortune Magazine? 
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Name: Tony Barbagallo  

Wife’s/Husband’s name: Christa Barbagallo  

Years NRPCA Member: 1 Year with NRPCA, 23 year 
with BMW club and 25 years with SCCA  

 

Other Family 
Members: 
Isabella Barba-
gallo 8 years 
old and into 
karting  

What got you 
interested in 

Porsche? 

As a car nut I have always been interested in Porsche. 
I happen to be the president of the “more cars than 
brains” club. It’s an addiction and fortunately my family 
is supportive  

When did you get your first Porsche? 

In 1985 my father bought a new 928S. That is a car we 
continue to share. The car currently has 10,100 miles 
and is in original condition.  

What Porsche(s) do you have now? 

996 Twin 
Turbo . 

What do you 
like to do in 
your Por-

sche? 

I just love to 
drive the car. I 
have never 
taken it to a 
drivers school 

but I have taken it to a few AutoX. It can be a handful 
on the AutoX track but what FUN! I also like to look at 

it. 

 

What is your favorite story/event/incident involving 

you and your Porsche? 

In regards to the 966TT, my favorite story so far was 
finding the car itself. I bought it used. I had been 
searching (the entire country) for a late model, low 
mileage, pristine 911 Twin Turbo. Finally after 6 
months and countless hours of searching, I found a 
beautiful car in Connecticut. I made arrangements to 
buy the car and to take delivery. The day before I was 

set to leave to pickup the car I happen to call Tim 
Carney from Holtz Porsche. Tim mentioned that 
he knew of a beautiful 911 Twin Turbo that was 
for sale by a customers estate, the owner had 
recently passed away. Tim assured me this was 
a very nice 911 Turbo. I IMMEDIATELY made 
plans to see the car. When I first saw the car I 
could not believe my eyes. It was the most per-
fect black on black 996TT you have ever seen. 
No scratches, no stone chips, the paint was bet-
ter than new, concourse!   The first thing I no-
ticed was the GT2 style rear wing and roof 
spoiler that was imported directly from 9ff in Ger-
many. When I opened the door and looked at the 
instrument cluster it showed a little over 9,000 
miles. As I looked even further I kept finding 
more surprises. The car had a Fabspeed Ex-
haust, EVO K16 Ceramic Coated Headers, EVO 
V-Flow Air Box, EVO Silicone Boost Hose Kit, 
Bailey Diverter Valves and a GIAC flashload 
ECU download and switcher. The switcher, when 
connected to the OBD2 connection allows the 
driver to choose from “stock dealer mode”, 
“street pump gas mode” and “race fuel mode”.  
All of these performance enhancements increase 
the HP to around 600. As I looked around the 
garage, neatly stacked in the corner was a com-
plete set of factory service manuals (12 binders), 
a second set of factory wheels (new), ALL of the 
original parts, Porsche battery chargers, count-
less accessories and 2 boxes full of sale receipts 
for every single item the man had ever bought for 
this car. I completely filled a Chevy Suburban 
with all of the extra stuff. Once I had the car I 
asked my neighbor to look it over and do an en-
gine diagnostics. My neighbor happens to be the 
technical field rep for Porsche! Everything 
checked out, no severe over revs, no check en-
gine issues, no code faults. The car had been 
very gently used and loved by a true enthusiast.    

What is the worst thing that has happened to 

you and your Porsche? 

I got caught in the rain once. 

 

What would you most like to do with your 

Porsche? 

I would like to take it to the Glenn.    

 

 

Continued on next page 

996 Twin Turbo 

Christa, Tony & Isabella 
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Name: Tom Lyons 

 

Wife’s/Husband’s name: Babs Lyons 

 

Years NRPCA 
Member: 
Since 2001 

 

Other Family 
Members: 
Four daughters 
and one grand-
daughter 

 

What got you interested in Porsche? 

We were on a family camping trip to Watkins Glen 
State Park in the early 1980’s and we took a side trip 
to the track.  I had never been to the track before and I 
wanted to see what it looked like.  When we arrived 
and looked in from the road we saw Porsches of every 
model screaming around the track.  I got the bug. 

 

When did you get your first Porsche? 

I got my first, only, current Porsche in 2000.  After a 
two month border to border, coast to coast on-line 
search we found our car in Dayton Ohio.   

 

What Porsche(s) do you have now? 

Our Porsche is a 1987 Carrera 911 coupe. 

 

What do you 
like to do in 
your Por-

sche? 

Babs and I 
enjoy the so-
cial driving 
events the 
most.  Break-
fast runs, Log 

Cabin, Gimmick Rally, wine tours.  I used to do the 
DE’s but with my car getting old I don’t want to risk 
breaking it. 

 

 

What is your favorite story/event/incident 

involving you and your Porsche? 

My favorite story was going to Ohio to get our 
car, driving it home and showing it of at work the 
next day.  It was one of those “pinch me I’m 
dreaming” moments. 

 

What is the worst thing that has happened to 

you and your Porsche? 

Most of the 2007 season I had problems with the 
car not starting after it had been washed.  It 
would refuse to start and all you could do was 
wait for it to work again.  I had to get towed off 
the Thruway once.  Another time it died in the 
middle of the road and Babs and I had to push it 
out of traffic.  That was the start of my knee prob-
lems.  After several months of trying to narrow 
the problem down, Dan Deegan found the prob-
lem and the car has been working flawlessly ever 
since. 

 

What would you most like to do with your 

Porsche? 

Assuming I could get the A/C working, I’d love to 
tour the USA with it.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on next page 

Tom & Babs’ ‘87 911 

Tom & Babs 

In the Esses at WGI 

At a Car Show 



Member Bios Continued 

Page 17 MARCH 2009 

MEMBER NAME: MICHAEL COHN 

 

WIFE: SUSAN 

 

CHILDREN: BARBARA 25, STEVEN 19 

  

MEMBER SINCE 2001 

 

INTERESTS: CARS OF ALL KINDS, ESPECIALLY 
ANTIQUES, CLASSICS AND SPORTSCARS, ENJOY 
CONCOURS EVENTS 

 

MY PORSCHE: 1977 924, ORIGINAL, UN-
RESTORED 

 

HOW DID I 

FIND IT?  

SAW AN AD 
IN ANTIQUE 
AND MUSCLE 
CAR TRADER 
AND MADE 
CONTACT 
WITH THE 

SELLER. I WAS REALLY LOOKING FOR AN AN-
TIQUE CAR AND WENT TO A SHOW IN CARLISLE 
PA TO LOOK. WHEN I FOUND NOTHING THERE OF 
INTEREST I DECEIDED TO TRAVEL TO UTICA TO 
SEE THE 924. IT WAS IN SPOTLESS STORAGE BY 
THE ORIGINAL FUSSY OWNER. I BOUGHT IT ON 
THE SPOT.  

 

WHAT I LIKE ABOUT PCA:  

SINCE I BECAME A MEMBER  I FOUND THAT THE 
VEHICLE IS REALLY SECONDARY TO THE SOCIAL 
ASPECTS OF THE CLUB. GOOD FRIENDS, NICE 
SOCIAL EVENTS AND A PLACE TO “TALK CARS “  

 

MEMORABLE VEHICLE EVENT:  

DROVE WAY ABOVE THE SPEED LIMIT ON 390 
AND WAS BLOWN IN TO WIFE BY SON. (YES EVEN 
A 924 CAN SEE ABOVE 3 DIGITS) 

 

More Blond Jokes           

 

     A blonde walks into a New York City Bank 
and asks for the loan officer. She says she’s go-
ing to Europe on business for two weeks and 
needs to borrow $5,000.  

     The bank officer says he’ll need some kind of 
security for the loan, so the blonde hands over 
the keys to a brand new Porsche 911 parked out 
the front of the bank.  

     With the title and paper work all checked out, 
the bank agrees to accept the car as security for 
the loan.  

     The loan officer drives the new Porsche into 
the bank’s underground garage and parks it 
there.  

     Two weeks later the blonde returns, repays 
the $5,000 she borrowed, and $15.40 interest 
that accumulated. The loan officer approaches 
the blonde and says “We here at the bank are 
very happy that this transaction has worked out, 
but while you were away, I checked you out, and 
I’m a little puzzled. I found out that you are a 
multi-millionaire. What puzzles me is why you 
would bother to borrow $5,000.”  

     The blonde replies, “Where else in New York 
City can I park my car for two weeks for 15 
bucks?”  

 

 

Try to explain this one to your insurance com-
pany 

 

Mike’s beautiful 924 



Submitted by Jill Beck 

Porsche Reveals First Panamera Interior Images 

 

Photos Highlight the All-New Gran Turismo's 'Cockpit 

for Four' Concept 

 

     ATLANTA – February 12, 2009 ---- Today, Porsche AG 
for the first time presents its Panamera four-door gran tur-

ismo interior con-
cept. The much-
anticipated addition 
to Porsche’s per-
formance lineup will 
make its U.S. mar-
ket debut on Oct. 
17, 2009. 

     With a continu-
ous center console 
that extends from 
the dashboard to 

the rear seating area, the Panamera offers a new spatial 
concept for the driver and passengers featuring optimal 
ergonomic seating with individual cockpit-like spaces for all. 
Its deep seating position and a sport steering wheel help 
give the driver and passengers direct contact with the road. 
At the same time it provides a generous, roomy environ-
ment with exceptional leg and head room, unique qualities 
in a sporting machine yet essential for grand touring. This 
individual seating allows for optimum passive safety. 

     Porsche will provide countless opportunities for individ-
ual interior customization with 13 color and material combi-
nations including four two-tone leather interiors and seven 
interior trim options including carbon fiber to Natural Olive 
wood. 

 

     An available four-zone climate control system gives 
each seating area individual control of functions such as 
temperature, air distribution and venting direction. In the 
unfortunate event of an accident, front, side and curtain 
airbags help protect the front occupants, while standard 
rear side airbags help protect those in back. The Panamera 
S and Panamera 4S feature eight-way power seats in front 
with a driver memory package. In the rear are two individ-
ual seats with a folding rear console and plenty of room. 
The Panamera Turbo has power seats with a memory 
package for not only the seat functions but also the elec-
tronically adjustable steering wheel. Further seating cus-
tomization is available through optional alternatives such as 
18-way Adaptive Sport Seats or fully adjustable eight-way 
power seats in the rear. 

     Porsche for the first time will offer from 
Burmester® -- the renown Berlin audio manu-
facturer -- a new ultra high-end surround sound 
system. With 16 loudspeakers plus a subwoofer 
(a total of over 2.5 square feet of speaker sur-
face area) and a total output of more than 1000 
watts, this new system gives listeners a grand 
acoustical experience. And like the 2009 Por-
sche sports cars and SUVs, Panameras will be 
available with the latest personal electronic con-
nectivity features, including Bluetooth for cellu-
lar telephones, Universal Audio Interface for 
connecting personal audio devices, and satellite 
radio. 

The rear luggage area provides up to 15.7 cubic 
feet of space, enough room for four large suit-
cases. The tall space enables luggage to be 
loaded in an upright position, and with the rear 
seat folded down the luggage space generously 
increases up to 44.6 cubic feet. 

     Initially, all Panameras will be available with 
two V8 
engine 
options, 
stan-
dard 
seven-
speed 
Porsche 
Dop-

pelkupplungsgetriebe (PDK) double-clutch 
transmissions and rear- or all-wheel drive. All 
engines feature Porsche Direct Fuel Injection 
(DFI) for highest efficiency. For additional fuel 
savings, all Panameras include an engine stop-
start function that can turn off and restart the 
engine at certain times, like when stopped at an 
intersection or in traffic. 

     The rear-wheel drive Panamera S has a 
400-horsepower, 4.8-liter V8 engine that can 
propel it from 0 to 60 mph in 5.2 seconds on its 
way to a top test track speed of 175 mph. The 
manufacturer suggested retail price (MSRP) is 
$89,800. The all-wheel drive Panamera 4S re-
ceives the same 4.8-liter powerplant. It sprints 
from 0 to 60 mph in 4.8 seconds, achieves a top 
test track speed of 175 mph, and has an MSRP 
of $93,800. 

Continued on next page 
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Submitted by Jill Beck 

 

     At the top of the Panamera lineup is the Panamera 
Turbo with its 500-horsepower, twin-turbocharged 4.8-liter 
V8. Also featuring the new PDK transmission, the all-wheel 
drive Panamera Turbo sets a breathtaking 0-to-60 time of 4 
seconds flat and a top test-track speed of 188 mph. The 
Panamera Turbo has an MSRP of $132,600, and all three 
Panamera models will go on sale in the United States this 

October. 

     Porsche Cars 
North America, Inc. 
(PCNA), based in 
Atlanta, Ga., is the 
exclusive importer 
of Porsche sports 
cars and sport util-
ity vehicles for the 
United States. It is 
a wholly owned, 
indirect subsidiary 

of Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche AG. PCNA employs approxi-
mately 180 people who provide Porsche vehicles, parts, 
service, marketing and training for its 201 dealers. The 
dealers, in turn, provide Porsche owners with best-in-class 
service. Throughout its 60-year history, Porsche has devel-
oped numerous technologies that have advanced vehicle 
performance, improved safety and spurred environmental 
innovations within the automotive industry. The company 
continues to celebrate its heritage by adding to its long list 

of motorsports vic-
tories dating back 
to its first 24 Hours 
of Le Mans class 
win in 1951. Today, 
with more than 
28,000 victories, 
Porsche is recog-
nized as the world's 
most successful 
marque in sports 
car racing. PCNA, 

which imports the iconic 911 series, the Boxster and Cay-
man sports cars and Cayenne sport utility vehicles and 
soon the Panamera gran turismo for the United States, 
strives to maintain a standard of excellence, commitment 
and distinction synonymous with its brand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You know you need some track time when.... 

Submitted by Jim Arendt 

 
 
 
“ No one is watching, you put your nose on a 
tire and draw a LONG breath 
 
You pour yourself a glass of grape juice and 
think of CAM 2 
 
You crash your computer from You Tubing “I 
Was Seventh” for the 500th time 
 
You find yourself caressing your cordless im-
pact gun and repeatedly pulling the trigger...just 
for the sound 
 
You petition the Weather channel to begin using 
the term “Horsepower Weather” instead of 
“Cool” 
 
You refer to the grass surrounding highway 
cloverleaves as “Runoff Room” 
 
You start mentally rehearsing excuses for the 
Highway Patrol...just in case.. 
 
You start late-apex-ing the Fresh Produce Isle/
Bakery Isle transition with your shopping cart 
 
You HEAR a Frank Sinatra song but your 
mind’s eye SEES another handsome Italian 
crooner....Chris Cobetto 
 
 
“Celebrate with the NASA Mid Atlantic Family 
this weekend at VIR Full Course as we kickoff 
our 10th SEASON!!! There are few HPDE slots 
open, all racers are welcome and you can regis-
ter at the track!. The weather is GREAT!!!! 
http://www.weather.com/weather/weekend/
USVA0009?from=36hr_topnav_undeclared ” 

 

 

 

Panamera Interior Continued 
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     I am looking for suggestions/feedback/help from our 
readers on this new section of the newsletter.  Lots of our 
readers asked for more technical content, help me help you 
get what you are asking for.  If I have to come up with tech-
nical content every month this will be a short lived feature 
in Flatout.  If you have a question you’d like to see an-
swered, send me your question in an e-mail 
(tomlyons911@yahoo.com).  I’ll do my best to find an an-
swer and get it published in the next available Flatout.  
Conversely, if you have some technical nugget you’d like to 
share with the rest of our members (reference “Starting Up 
Your 911 After A Long Winter Nap” found elsewhere in this 
issue of Flatout) send me your story and I’ll put it in the 
next issue. 

 

     Since this is a new feature I didn’t have any feedback 
yet so I winged it a little.  This is yet another section of the 
newsletter that will require your input to make it worthwhile.  
I tried to spread things around various models.  If you feel 
slighted because I didn’t mention your car, send me an e-
mail and maybe a question and I’ll get it next time. 

 

So here we got with our première issue of Technically 
Speaking! 

 

Boxster/Cayman Engine 

Question: 

     I know you have said adding a performance chip is not 
usually cost effective but this one seems like a lot of bang 
for the buck.( http://www.performancechipsdirect.com/
Porsche/Boxster/ ) Please comment, also is there a com-
promise on any portion of the warranty? 

Answer: 

     As stated earlier, I don't think there is significant per-
formance gain. Any aftermarket chip or software change 
will void any factory warranty provided by Porsche. - Will 
DiGiovanni - PCA WebSite - 2/11/2009 

356 / 912 Body 

Question: 

     Can anyone tell me the rebuild process of a 912? I am 
down to a bare shell, I am quite car minded, but I need to 
know if there is a correct way of rebuilding this car.  For 
example do you fit the wiring first or do you put the suspen-
sion on first? I am looking for the right way to rebuild. 

 

Answer: 

     "Assembly is the reverse of disassembly" is an often 
ignored bit of advice that seems appropriate here. But, did 

you disassemble the 912? I would undercoat 
and paint, apply sound deadening, then install 
the wiring followed by the headliner, carpet and 
glass. Finally install the suspension and me-
chanical components. None of this will go very 
fast so you will have plenty of time to contem-
plate the process. Be sure that you look into 
rust proofing with cavity wax (Waxoyl- Zeibart-
etc.) because early 911s and 912s did not have 
galvanized bodies. Chuck Stoddard has written 
an excellent article on rust proofing in Pano-
rama some years ago, see the Upfixing Index 
for the volume in which it has been reprinted. 
The reference to this article is in the preliminary 
version of the index but was left out of the pub-
lished Index. It is in Upfixin vol. 4 on p.198-205 
and covers 911s, 914s, and 356s.  
 
David Seeland - PCA WebSite - 2/26/2005 

928 Electrical 

Question: 

Occasionally, not every time, I turn on the head-
light switch the headlights rise up and then 
lower back down without illuminating. This will 
continue, rising up and lowering down, until I 
turn the switch off. Other times the headlights 
rise up and illuminate without any problems. 
There does not seem to be any pattern, such as 
rainy conditions or cold. This appears to be ran-
dom. Is this a bad relay or switch?  

 

Answer: 

You 1985 928 uses a headlight motor that ro-
tates in one direction. There is a limit switch that 
tells the motor to stop when it is half way 
through the cycle. It should stop on the up or 
stop on the down. 
 
Opening up the motor and cleaning the limit 
switch may cure the problem. 

John Veninger - PCA WebSite - 11/14/2008 

Technically Speaking! 
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Dr. Allan  
Dreaming of April 

Maddie, Tom and Babs Granddaugh-
ter, Future NRPCA Member 

Fox’s 2001 911 
Near Lake Placid 
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Finding Watkins Glen 

International 

     Opening say at the Glen is but a few weeks away.  Will Tom & Babs be able to find their way?  Will he have 
to follow Bill Schicker instead of leading?  Take a crack at the maze.  When you show up at Eastview Mall on 
April 26th at 9:00 for the Opening Day at WGI event, let me know how you did. 



So, if you gonna dream, dream 
big. 

 

Bill Schicker found a seat in a 
GT. 

 

Look at that smile.  Jane must 
have had to pry him out of there 
with a crow bar. 

N E W S L E T T E R    O F    T H E   N I A G A R A    R E G I O N    P O R S C H E   

C L U B   O F    A M E R I C A 

Drive it like you stole it !! 

www.niagarapca.com 

Please support the businesses that 

support us: 

• John Holtz Porsche 

• Autoplace Porsche 

• Eksten Autoworks 

• Hawthorne’s 

• Rose Garden 

• Seneca Lodge 

• T-Shirt Express 

• Towne Mini 

• Eyesite Opticians 

• Niagara Hobby 

 


