
The Keatings enjoying the Watkins Glen GP Festival 
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Message from your President….. 

 
See the full report on page 4. 
 
Jim Arendt 
President, Niagara Region PCA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

________________________________________________ 

The 2010 driving season is winding down! 

________________________________________________ 
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COMING UP NEXT MONTH 

October 1-15 – Niagara PCA Photo Contest 
October 1-31 – Niagara PCA Board Elections 

October 2 – Chili Run 
October 5 – Monthly Member Meeting 

October 11-12 – Fall DE at Watkins Glen 
October 16 – Fall Grape Tour 

  
  

BRAD PENN OIL DISCOUNT FOR CLUB MEMBERS 

Club member Tom Lyons has made arrangements with the local Brad Penn distributor to provide club members 
with a discount.  If you decide to participate in the discount offer, mention your PCA affiliation to receive 12 quart 
cases of Brad Penn oil for $47.  The local distributor is Steve Stirling, Stirling Lubricants, 1150 University Avenue, 

Rochester, NY 14607 (behind Towner‟s Bike Shop), (585) 461-8310.  Call first for availability. 
  
  

CHILI RUN 

Join the Niagara Region PCA for a fun scenic drive to Letchworth State Park, the “Grand Canyon of the East” on 
Saturday, October 2. 

9:00am – Meet at John Holtz Porsche, 3955 W. Henrietta Rd., Rochester. The club will provide a continental 
breakfast at Holtz before heading out for the drive. 

10:00am – Departure for Letchworth State Park. We may separate into 2 groups depending on the number of cars, 
there is typically a large turnout for this event. Additionally, we are working on having police assistance to get 

through intersections in a couple small towns along the way. 
1:00-3:00pm – Chili and BBQ lunch at the St. Helena Pavilion at Letchworth. The club is providing lunch, no need 
to bring anything but your appetite, hiking shoes, and camera.  The entrance fee to the park will also be picked up 

by the club.  This is one of our larger group drives and one you won‟t want to miss.  
RSVP to Rich DeAsis at VP@NiagaraPCA.org by September 27.  

Details: www.niagarapca.org/events/129 

  
  

FALL DRIVER EDUCATION 

The annual Fall DE at Watkins Glen is fast approaching, scheduled for October 11-12.  This is a non-competitive 
driving event, focusing on learning high performance driving techniques in a controlled environment on the world 

famous Watkins Glen race track.  Includes in-car instruction, classroom presentations, and plenty of track 
time.  Garage spaces are now sold out, but there is still plenty of room for drivers in all run groups.  

Don‟t miss out, register today!  www.niagarapca.org/pages/7 

  
  

FALL GRAPE TOUR 

Join us for a fall tour through the Finger Lakes Region on Saturday, October 16.  We will visit several wineries 
along the way, and enjoy a late lunch in Hammondsport.  Meet 9:00am at Eastview Mall in Victor, depart at 

9:15am.  More details to follow, watch our website for updates. 
  
  

https://emailer.pca.org/ClickCounter.aspx?jobid=10739&redirurl=http://maps.google.com/maps%3ff=q%26amp;source=s_q%26amp;hl=en%26amp;geocode=%26amp;q=john+holtz+porsche+%26amp;sll=37.0625,-95.677068%26amp;sspn=42.224734,91.669922%26amp;ie=UTF8%26amp;hq=john+ho
https://emailer.pca.org/ClickCounter.aspx?jobid=10739&redirurl=mailto:VP@NiagaraPCA.org
https://emailer.pca.org/ClickCounter.aspx?jobid=10739&redirurl=http://www.niagarapca.org/events/129
https://emailer.pca.org/ClickCounter.aspx?jobid=10739&redirurl=http://www.niagarapca.org/pages/7
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NIAGARA PCA PHOTO CONTEST 

Whether photography is your passion, your hobby, or just an occasional pastime, we invite you to participate in our 
October 1-15 Niagara PCA photo contest celebrating the beauty, excitement, and unique character of the Porsche 
automotive marque.  There will be prizes for the top three photos, and winning photos and runner-ups will be dis-
played on the Niagara PCA website.  Both amateur and professional photographers are welcome to participate. 
See contest rules for details www.niagarapca.org/pages/22. 

 
  

 
 

Don’t Miss Any NRPCA Social Events 

Sign up for Sue Juby’s  

E-mail notifications by sending 

Sue an e-mail to: sreesen@rochester.rr.com 

 

 

 

  
  

ANNUAL FALL BANQUET 

Mark your calendars now, the annual Fall Banquet is scheduled for Saturday,  
November 20.  Details coming soon! 

  
  

WINTER CAR STORAGE 

Do you have a need or source for winter car storage?  Forward your info to our Newsletter Editor Tom Lyons at 
Newsletter@NiagaraPCA.org for inclusion in the next Flatout Newsletter. 

  

2010 OFFICER ELECTIONS & NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

Elections for Club Officers (President, VP, Secretary, Treasurer) will be held this October.  Please consider run-
ning for office; fresh ideas from new Officers makes for a healthy and vibrant Club.  If interested please contact a 
member of our Nominating Committee: Mark Pelkey Mark04@NiagaraPCA.com, Sue Beamer HenryBeam-
er@aol.com, and Bob Veltz RVeltz@Rochester.rr.com &n bsp;  

https://emailer.pca.org/ClickCounter.aspx?jobid=10739&redirurl=http://www.niagarapca.org/pages/22
mailto:sreesen@rochester.rr.com
https://emailer.pca.org/ClickCounter.aspx?jobid=10739&redirurl=mailto:Newsletter@NiagaraPCA.org
https://emailer.pca.org/ClickCounter.aspx?jobid=10240&redirurl=mailto:Mark04@NiagaraPCA.com
https://emailer.pca.org/ClickCounter.aspx?jobid=10240&redirurl=mailto:HenryBeamer@aol.com
https://emailer.pca.org/ClickCounter.aspx?jobid=10240&redirurl=mailto:HenryBeamer@aol.com
https://emailer.pca.org/ClickCounter.aspx?jobid=10240&redirurl=mailto:RVeltz@Rochester.rr.com
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     You would think the end of the driving season would equate to a slowdown in club activities.  
That, however, is simply not the case!  We‟re full steam ahead into the fall season with a host of 
things going on including the annual Chili Run, Fall DE at Watkins Glen, Photo Contest, Fall Din-
ner, and club Officer elections.   
 
     The Chili Run is back this year, after taking last year off due to some really uncooperative 
weather conditions.  Scheduled for October 2, a couple weeks earlier than last year, this promises 
to be one of the largest group drives of the year.  This scenic drive to and through Letchworth State 
Park, with police assistance to get through some small towns along the way, is the perfect way to 
cap off the driving season.  RSVP if you haven‟t done so already! 
 
     Attendance for our Fall DE on October 11/12 is shaping up nicely after a slow start.  We made arrangements for Early 
Entry, allowing everyone to enter the track Sunday evening to unload and set up.  Next Generation Motorsports will again 
be providing trackside tech support to take care of any needed maintenance items during the event – this worked out great 
at the June DE and will probably be incorporated into all future events.   If you haven‟t yet had the opportunity to put your 
car on the track this year, this will be your last chance before the snow flies – register today! 
 
     Our annual Photo Contest runs from October 1-15.  The rules are posted on our website, be sure to submit your best 
Porsche photos before the 15th.  We have some great prizes lined up for the three best photos, which will be awarded at our 
Fall Dinner. 
 
     Mark your calendar now for the annual Fall Dinner, to be held on Saturday November 20.  Details are still being worked 
out so check our emails and website for updates as they become available.  Let‟s see if we can top attendance from last 
year when 100 club members joined us for a great end-of-season dinner. 
 
     For the first time ever, club Officer elections will be held online!  (The few members without email addresses on file with 
PCA will still receive the old paper ballots.)  Between October 1 and 31 you will be able to vote for club Officers with just a 
few quick clicks of your mouse.  A link to the online ballot will be included in the October 1 and 15 broadcast emails.   
 
     So even though Fall is in the air and the driving season is winding down, we still have many Porsche-related activities to 
keep us busy.  If you are new to the club, just pick an event and show up.  We welcome and appreciate new member in-
volvement; there is always a parking spot for your Porsche and an extra seat at the table so come on out and get involved! 
 
Take care, 
 
Jim Arendt 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE: 

Want to advertise your business in Flatout?  Well now you can.  Contact 

Sue Juby at sreesen1@yahoo.com for details and cost options. 

 

Don’t forget to send me your stories and pictures.  There is no Flatout 

without them. 

 

Tom Lyons 
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September Members Report 

Member Stats 

Primary Members 357 

Affiliate Members 27 

Life Members 1 

Transfers in 0 

Transfers out  1 

Renewals 25 

Non renewals 6 

Total Members 629 

 

Welcome Our New members – 

 

 Abels, Robert W. 

 Barlow, Sherrill 

 Burford, Jason L. 

 Neal, Laurence W. 

 Rueckwald, Eric 

 Wisner, Todd J. 

 

   
SEPTEMBER PCA ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 20 Years 
  Mark Pelkey 
 15 Years 
  James Gaylord 
 5 Years 
  Margaret Zotter 
 1 Year 
  Matt Campbell 
  Mike Meyers 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Winter Storage 

 
     Nobody wants to think about putting their baby away for the 
winter but...it‟s got to happen.  Do you have a nice place to 
keep your baby?  If you are looking  here are some choices. 
 
Tom: 

  

     I will have attached garage space (always minimum 41 
degF) available this season...as sadly...I sold my Porsche.  
Feel free to list this in the next publication.  An electrical outlet/
battery tender hookup is available.  You can occasionally the 
run engine if desired, too.  

  

Contact: 

Wil Ferch 

91 Fox Chapel Dr.  

Orchard Park, NY 14127 

cell: 716-983-4089 

email: ferch.wil@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ferch.wil@gmail.com


READ THIS!! 

…..When we did the members survey last winter one of the things many members requested was information about 
other members and their cars.  Starting in March „09 we published the first set of Member BIOS starting with club lead-
ership and me of course.  I couldn‟t ask you to do it if I didn‟t do it.  Since then I‟ve published several member BIOS.  
First I want to thank those that shared their information.  I have certainly enjoyed reading them and based on feedback 
I‟ve gotten, many of our readers have enjoyed reading them too.  Since then I have sent out many requests for mem-
ber BIOS feedback.  The return rate has not been good.  If I have already sent you a request, and you know who you 
are, please take a little time to finish your BIO and send it and a few pictures back to me.  Without your help this col-
umn could disappear. 

     If anyone wants to provide me with BIO info and pictures and I have not contacted you yet please let me know 
(tomlyons911@yahoo.com ) and I‟ll get you the form to complete.   

Member Bios 
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Name:  

Larry Lopian  

 

Wife’s/Husband’s name:    

Kathy 

 

Years NRPCA Member:     

approx. 4 years 

 

Other Family Members:  

3 grown children – Tom, Susie, Mark 

 

What got you interested in Porsche?    

Started in my teen-age years, I always wanted a 911. 

 

When did you get your first Porsche?    

July 2006  

 

What Porsche(s) do you have now?    

1994 964 C2 
Coupe 

 

What do you 
like to do in 

your Porsche?    

Evening and 
Week-end 
Drives – great 

stress reliever. 

 

What is your favorite story/event/incident 

involving you and your Porsche?    

Flying to New York City area to purchase my 
911, then driving it home the same day………it 
was a very awesome, fun day!      

 

What is the worst thing that has happened to 

you and your Porsche?     

Not really all that bad, but after just purchasing 
my 911 (owning the car less than an hour) just 
outside New York City, I started my trip back to 
Buffalo and had to stop for gas.    The low fuel 

warning 
light had 
been on 
for some 
time and I 
missed 
the exit 
that I was 
directed to 
take 
(advised 
by the 

seller).    I kept driving, nothing, nothing, then 
finally an exit.   Great – a gas station was near 
the highway and all was good.    Then, as I was 
filling up, a group of 5-6 guys (actually looked to 
be part of a gang) came up and surrounded me 
and the car.   

I‟m already thinking: can anyone see me from the 
main gas station building?, how come no one 
else is around to fill up here?, what part of town 
is this?, darn – I only have 2 gallons filled, do I 
really need to fill the tank with all 20 gallons?     

„94 964 C2 Coupe 

Porsche & Audi 
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Then their questions started:    “Where did you get this 
car?”.....note some of them were already looking in the 
car through the open windows, my briefcase with valu-
ables were laying on the back seat.    I told them “I just 
bought it”….then I‟m thinking – why am I telling them 
this!    One guy commented – “this is a r-e-a-l nice car!, 
I‟d like to drive it”.    Oh great, where is this go-
ing?.....what‟s next?…..where is everybody anyway?    
I then said “thanks”, stopped fueling, put on the gas 
cap back on, grabbed my receipt.   Then, finally, an 
SUV pulled in one row over.    Two guys and one girl 
got out and they immediately walked over to see my 
911 and said they liked the car too.   I was just focused 
on getting out of there.    I think I said „thank-you‟, then 
got in and drove off without incident.   Man, was I re-
lieved!   

 

What would you most like to do with your Por-

sche?     

Drive it and do more PCA events, possibly a DE.   I 
also enjoy learning more and more about the 964, do-
ing maintenance that I can perform and keeping every-
thing up to date on the car.  

 

 

 

Name:  

Chris Runckel 

 

Wife’s/Husband’s name:  

Wendy  

 

Years NRPCA Member:   

1 

 

Other Family Members:  

Daughters; Haley ~ 11, Victoria ~ 7 

 

What got you interested in Porsche?  

Always loved German cars and admired older versions 
especially. I have had 5 VW‟s, and Audi, and now have 
the Porsche and a BMW 3-x-series for the winters in 
WNY! 

 

When did you get your first Porsche? 3 years 

ago.  

Bought it out of storage from a guy who hadn‟t 
had it on the road in more than a couple of years. 
After some interior repairs, electrical work, exten-
sive engine refreshing, radiator hoses (SEE BE-
LOW!!) and belt replacements, paint work, new 
rims/tires, and a new windscreen…I have a roll-
ing restoration-in-process!! 

 

What Porsche(s) do you have now?  

1985.5 944 

 

What do 
you like 
to do in 
your Por-

sche?  

Drive it! In 
Buffalo 
you only 
get so 
many days 

to enjoy a sunny ride with the sunroof out!! 

 

What is your favorite story/event/incident 

involving you and your Porsche?  

First weekend drive ended in a popped radiator 
hose incident in the customs line at the US bor-
der returning from a drive along the Lake Erie 
Coast & Niagara River! Some tense moments 
over a severely smoking vehicle at an interna-
tional border crossing is not the way ANYONE 
should have their first ride in a Porsche! 

 

What is the worst thing that has happened to 

you and your Porsche?  

See above!! 

 

What would you most like to do with your 

Porsche?  

Get it to a track to see what it really can do!  I will 
keep this one for as long as possible, but already 
have my eye on others!!! 

 

 

1985.5 944 
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THE U.S. VINTAGE GRAND PRIX  

BY WELLIVER-McGUIRE 

Submitted by Rich DeAsis 

Photos by Sue Reesen 

 

     There‟s something very special about watching 
Vintage cars of all makes and models race around a 
world renowned racetrack. For fans of the older vintag-
es, it‟s double the fun as the US Vintage Grand Prix at 
Watkins Glen kicks off the festivities with a “race” rec-
reation late Friday afternoon through the very same 
village streets they actually used to race. Officially, the 
“race” was kicked off right in the middle of Watkins 
Glen‟s main drag by Grand Marshall Elliot Forbes Rob-
inson. E.F.R. was assisted by Scott Welliver, our race 
weekend sponsor and a good friend of the Niagara 
Region and frequent participant of our DE‟s. EFR (as 
he‟s known to his friends) is known for his race wins 
and championships in many different series, including 
the American Le Mans Series (ALMS), Super Vee,  
TransAm Series, CanAm, IMSA, GTU, and the World 
Challenge Championship.  

 

     Being down-
town Watkins 
Glen on that 
Friday after-
noon and even-
ing is nothing 
short of electri-
fying. The party 
atmosphere is 
clearly evident 
with bands play-

ing on rooftops of bars, total strangers behaving like 
old friends towards each other, the streets overflowing 
with revelers, all bonded by their respective affinity for 
anything automotive. That party atmosphere is also 
clearly evident at the Seneca Lodge Bar and Restau-
rant (my home away from home) where I never see 
that place as packed and as crowded and as rowdy as 
Vintage weekend.  

 

     Slinking back to the track Friday evening, where 
some of us camped for the weekend with friends from 
Central NY Region PCA, the parties seemed to be 
everywhere as well. Revelers gathered around camp-
fires exchanging tall tales of all things car related, all 
the while enjoying each other‟s company into the wee 
hours. 

 

     Saturday morning started with a roar. There‟s 
no better wake-up call than by being awakened 
to the full throated roar and fury of race cars 
rounding the Inner Loop (the bus stop, where we 

were 
camped) 
promptly 
at 8 AM. A 
leisurely 
breakfast 
trackside, 
all the 
while 
watching 
qualifying 

races made for a great start of the day. After our 
morning java, it was off to the “Esses” where the 
Niagara Region had a Porsche Corral – Hospital-
ity tent set-up right outside Turn 3. There was 
plenty of room for the 80 or so guests under the 
huge red and white circus like tent as well as 
ample parking spaces for 40+ Porsches.  

 

     We had tried this tent set-up for the first time 
last year after having done the “Corral” down by 
the hospitality suites for a number of years, and 
I‟m pleased to report that attendance was consid-
erably better than last year. The weather (just 
about near perfect – sunny, light breeze and 
warm) probably helped some. We drew quite an 
eclectic crowd of Porschephiles coming from as 
far as Florida and New Hampshire. Of course, 
we also had our dear friends from Upper Canada 
led by Ken Jensen.  We also had the pleasure of 
entertaining other PCA members who happened 
along and were curious about what was going on 
with all the Porsches lined up gleaming under the 
bright sunlight. I believe our Club President 
handed out quite a few membership applications 
and brochures as well.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on next page 

Friday in the village 

The corral 
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Continued from previous page 

 

     The day unfolded rather casually as our friends and 
guests came about and went their separate ways, and 

came back…
and went… all 
enjoying what 
looked to be 
rather competi-
tive racing. 
Lunch was pro-
vided by Wat-
kins Glen at 
noon and short-
ly thereafter, our 

whole Corral was treated to 2 paced laps on track! It 
was amusing to see Club President Jim “pushing” 
Chuck Gladle (driver of lead safety car and Central NY 
Region PCA Instructor) in his street 944. For many 
guests and friends, paced laps had to rank as one of 
the highlights of the weekend in addition to watching 
all that racing trackside.  

 

     Later that 
afternoon, 
guests and par-
ticipants of our 
Corral were 
treated to door 
prizes (a first) 
and we were 
honored by a 
visit and a meet 
and greet with 
Grand Marshall 
EFR. It was an 
interesting treat 
to have a 
“ringer” share 
his personal 
experience with 
road racing, 
along with his 
rather lengthy 
racing history 
with all our 

guests and friends.  

 

     As the day unfolded, it was exciting to watch NRP-
CA member Fran Cosentino racing “Mika” alongside 
Scott Welliver in a similar 964 Cup Car. All in all, I can‟t 
remember a more enjoyable full day watching close 
quarters racing, perfect weather, sharing great food 

and drink and camaraderie with old and new 
friends 
alike like 
that Satur-
day. 

 

     Sun-
day would 
turn out to 
be some-
what dif-

ferent. With the weather taking a turn for the 
downside, we saw attendance trackside and at 
our Corral head south. Still, it was pretty interest-
ing to watch all the various vintage classes 
(somewhat limited) racing around in the rain. 
Attendance, understandably down, didn‟t neces-
sarily put a total damper on the day. Great track, 
great cars, great racing and even better friends 

still made 
for a fun, 
though 
damp day. 
If you‟ve 
never 
been to 
the Vin-
tage 
Grand 
Prix at the 

Glen, you need to mark your calendars for next 
year! 

 

     Looking forward to seeing you at the track! 

 

Watching the esses 

NRPCA on track 

EFR with Jim Arendt 

Racing in the esses 

EFR with Bert Xander 
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CarNutzTales #7 – Back in Rochester again, 

again 

George S. Leopard 

 

     We arrived back in the US from our 4 years in 
London in mid October 1984.  The ‟79 911 “Cabriolet 
“ and the Mercedes 230SL that we had shipped, 
reached the port in New Jersey shortly after our arri-
val, without incident, and we drove them home.    

     Starting things off right, I was stopped by a state 
trooper on the third day back.  He was curious about 
the British license plates.  Not a big deal, but I didn‟t 
have my insurance card with me.  He said to bring it 
to the trooper barracks, show it to the person in 
charge, and everything would be OK.   I did as in-
structed, but a few weeks later got a summons for 
driving without insurance – a misdemeanor ($500 
fine to a year in jail).  My lawyer sent me immediate-
ly to a criminal defense attorney (one with future 
aspirations to be Rochester‟s Mayor).  He demand-
ed an immediate $750 before he would talk to me 
beyond saying “hello” - (these guys may be different 
from you and me).  He did get the charge dismissed, 
but I didn‟t think he was mayoral material, then or 
now. 

     The new Audi that I had ordered in London was 
delayed for 5 months due to “production problems”.  
I had ordered an accessory with the car – an exotic 
novelty at the time, a gas mileage computer.   This 
meant that I had to drive the 911 during that winter 
to get to work.   You haven‟t lived until you‟ve driven 
a performance car with wide tires through Rochester 
snow.  It‟s like ice skating on the edge of a waterfall 
with the cheap sloppy skates Sears & Roebuck used 
to sell (the kind my parents bought me). 

     I was al-
lowed to bring 
the European 
spec 911 into 
the States 
using a one 
car per life-
time exemp-
tion from 
meeting EPA 
regulations.   I 

still, however, had to meet the DOT safety require-
ments.  I decided to do the modifications myself, and 
found that it wasn‟t too difficult or expensive, just a 
pain in the butt.   It definitely was worth it, though, 
since this “special wishes” Euro spec car was lighter 
and more powerful than the US cars.  You have, as I 
recall, 6 months to submit papers and photos as 

proof of the DOT modifications done, in order to 
get certification.  Failing this, the US Govt can 
crush your car.  Don‟t procrastinate; some did to 
their sorrow.  Looking back to 1985, had there 
been an internet, I think I could have gotten rich 
selling my photos and paperwork copies.  No 
physical inspection was ever done. 

     My new job back in Rochester was with Koda-
k‟s first optical disc development program.  This 
was a difficult period.  Looking back, it‟s amusing 
how naive we all were, trying to compete with 
Silicon Valley‟s wonder kids using our organic 
film technology.  My boss by 1988 claimed to be 
an ex-pilot and MG racer.  I took him to lunch 
one day in the 911 and thought he might enjoy a 
spirited ride through a twisty bit of the Inner 
Loop.  Unfortunately he didn‟t seem to appreciate 
my enthusiastic driving style and looked visibly 
shaken afterword.  I‟m not sure the nice lunch 
helped my career prospects. 

     We had moved from Corn Hill to Bushnell‟s 
Basin by 1988.  I had a garage for the first time 
since leaving our initial home on Sodus Bay in 
„77.  It felt great being out in a country atmos-
phere after years of city life – plenty of quiet rural 
roads, plenty of space.  The growing frustration 
of work at Kodak could be diffused by occasional 
sprightly drives down these country lanes in the 
911, alone and fairly late at night.  It was fun, and 
not too dangerous.   

     In 1990 the Mazda Miata had everyone excit-
ed, and I had to try one.  I sold the 911 to a 
young fellow who was marrying into a German 
family and felt he had to have a Porsche.   He 
called me a week later complaining of low oil 
pressure.  It turns out he took it to a “Jiffy Lube” 
type of place for an oil change, and they put in 
the standard 4-5 quarts of oil.  The car takes 11!  
The next time I saw the car (for sale at the MG 
Club car corral) I noticed it had been repainted, 
poorly – he‟d driven it into the side of his garage 
door with some force. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on next page 

The Audi 
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     In Rochester dealers were asking a big premium 
for Miatas, and there was long wait to get one.  I 
figured that a less prosperous town might be a better 
place to look, and found a car in Erie, PA, at list 
price and ready for immediate delivery.  My friend 
Joe and I drove the 230SL to Erie to pick up the car. 
We had a memorable drive back with both cars, all 
on small rural roads, driving with the convertible tops 
down and heat full on in the cool Fall air, radios 
blasting, switching cars back and forth occasionally. 

     I sold the Mercedes next, as my wife didn‟t drive 
it much, and I bought (her) a small cruising sailboat 
for use on Canandaigua Lake.  As I remember, she 
did sail with me once.   Sue always attracts heavy 
air and rain when she sails with me, and this time 
was no different.   The Miata was the perfect car for 
driving (alone) through the beautiful countryside 
down to the lake for a day‟s sail, and then back.  I 
had entered a particularly difficult time at work, and 
compensated for this partially by lots of sailing and 
open air drives in the Miata.  There were many 
mornings when I drove to work listening to Bobby 
McFarrin‟s “Don‟t worry, be happy!” to cheer me up 
– it worked! – it still does! 

     I‟d slightly exceeded “prudent” financial limits 
buying both the Miata and the boat, and the Miata 
seemed to grow smaller each day, so after two good 
years I sold both.  Porsche‟s 944 had always looked 
good to me, and I found one in rough cosmetic con-
dition, cheap.  I did a major doll-up on the car and 
sold it for a nice profit after experiencing a few drives 
and only one warning by a generous trooper.  Next I 
found a rust free ‟58 Alfa Romeo Sprint sleeping in a 
barn after being towed from California.  Unfortunate-
ly I never was able to get it running, and let it go at 
one of the MG Club car corrals in Victor.  A big guy 
with a fat wad of $100 bills peeled off 40 of them for 
me and towed it home to Pittsburg behind his Rolls 
Royce, planning to race it – wish I‟d kept it.  This 
was followed by an attractive (but with needs) ‟61 
Triumph TR-3A from a friend who had gotten tired of 
fixing it.  As with my first sports car, a Healey 3000, I 
needed to carry tools and allow time for roadside 
repairs, but always got home under my own power.  
I sold it after a year because I just didn‟t have the 
heart to do the proper restoration it deserved. 

     Teaching a child to drive can be one of the more 
exciting experiences for a parent.  My father taught 
me to drive in a ‟58 VW.  On our first ride he yanked 
up the hand brake in panic as I entered a turn too 
quickly.  This put us sideways pretty fast, teaching 

me to compensate for over-steer, a good lesson 
for a future Porsche guy.  In 1992 I taught my 
son to drive in my wife‟s new Subaru.  We were 
driving on a black rainy night, where you can‟t 
see the white line very well, when we came to a 
narrow bridge with a line of oncoming traffic 
blinding us with their lights.  Sitting in the passen-
ger seat it looked to me like we were over the 
line, and a big truck was coming .  I desperately 
fought panic and the impulse to grab the wheel, 
trusting in my son.  Fortunately this trust was 
rewarded, and has been ever since. 

     The ‟85 Audi Avant I‟d brought back from Lon-
don had been a very nice, satisfying car to drive, 
but expensive to maintain.  Audi had sourced 
many components from General Motors, and all 
these failed before 70K miles.  The car was rug-
ged, but it seemed to attract other cars.  Twice 
people blindly pulled out in front of me; and I hit 
them broadside, fortunately managing to avoid 
hurting the offending drivers.  Both times they 
had to be towed (one was totaled), but I was able 
to drive home and fix my damage with basic 
hand tools.  At 138K miles I replaced it with a 
used ‟89 Audi Turbo Quattro sedan, a very good 
car that went on to total another errant (idiot?) 
driver‟s car, sustaining only limited damage to it 
and none to my son, the innocent Audi driver. 

     Near the end of 1993 Kodak had the second 
of what I called their “intelligence tests” whereby 
they made it very attractive to retire early if you 
qualified with the sufficient total combined years 
of age and service.  I had no idea what I was 
going to do for a living, but took the offer and 
retired at age 49.  Our son had gone off to col-
lege and Sue and I wanted to return to city life.  
We bought a derelict house on East Avenue, 
next door to the George Eastman House, and I 
spent the next year doing the initial restoration 
work (a relief from the years of corporate life).  
My Bushnell‟s Basin neighbor had invited me to 
join him in his real estate management business, 
so I took a part time job with him. 

     The job involved lots of Thruway driving.  Dur-
ing this time I was also managing the disbursal of 
my father‟s estate, and had the use of his Lincoln 
Continental.  After years of taunt, responsive 
European cars, the Lincoln was an interesting 
change of pace.  Soft, smooth, quiet, luxurious, a 
good car for the long drives, just don‟t try to stop 
or turn too fast.  I felt I should be smoking a big 
cigar, sporting a fine straw hat and wearing sad-
dle shoes.  

Continued on next page 
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     In ‟95 I got the sports car lust again.  CDI in Vic-
tor had a ‟92 Mazda RX7 R2 (a limited high perfor-
mance version) with very few miles on it.  A short 
drive and I was hooked.  I love light weight cars and 
this one was really fun.  That night I proudly told my 
wife about the purchase.  Her only question was 
“what color is it?”  When I said chrome yellow she hit 
the roof.  As an artist she couldn‟t abide the loud 
clash of a chrome yellow car parked next to our re-
cently painted house, whose color selection she had 
agonized over for weeks.  In the interest of preserv-
ing domestic bliss I had to ask Mike and Scott of CDI 
to take the car back.  They‟re good guys and did so 
with no problem.  A few weeks later they offered me 
a good deal on a Euro spec ‟83 Porsche 911SC, and 
I bought that. 

     The 911 was a very attractive mint condition car, 
and seemed unusually powerful.  Spinning the rear 
tires for an extended period like a dragster was easi-
ly done when a few times my inner child surfaced.  
Once it surfaced in front of a city cop when I was 
showing off for my sister-in-law who had never been 
in a Porsche.  She was really impressed when the 
cop deferred to my advanced age, possible senility, 
and a promise I wouldn‟t do it again. The end of our 
relationship (the car and me) came a year later after 
a trip to the Stoddard swap meet in Cleveland.  Old-
er 911s don‟t have the best ventilation and this one 
was really marginal.  Thruway driving on the hot 
summer day meant we could swelter with the win-
dows up or be deafened by wind roar with them 
down – not a good choice.  Sue always seems to be 
accompanying me when I have unfortunate experi-
ences, and this trip was no treat for either of us.  Bye
-Bye 911! 

     By 1997 I was selling industrial real estate for 
Pyramid Brokerage, and had the opportunity to buy 
a rare, low mileage ‟91 Audi 200 Turbo Quatro Avant  
on a trip to Boston.  Only about 150 of this model 
were brought into the States, and represented the 
start of the “S” line of Audi high performance cars 
with AWD and stick shift.  I had CDI install a perfor-
mance chip and some other bits to yield 305 HP, 
plus sport shocks and lowering springs.  A driver‟s 
education day at Watkins Glen proved that it could 
keep up with most of the sports cars on the track.  
This has been my all time favorite car, a really fast, 
excellent handling, comfortable and quiet station 
wagon I could drive through any weather.  I put 90K 
miles on the car and had great fun doing it, but it 
was quite expensive to maintain, and I eventually, 
regretfully let it go for this reason, in 2005. 

Copyright 9/14/2010 George S. Leopard 
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The first shots were from the Alexander Steam Show.  They exhibited steam powered tractors and 
engines, held a swapmeet and ran a tractor pull.  These shots are from the Elmwood Village Associ-
ation car show on Sept 15th.  Four NPCA members were there.  There are also a couple of shots 
from the Ski Roundtop swapmeet this weekend too. 
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Dansville Hot Air Balloon Festival 

By 

Tom Lyons 

 

 

“If you want to make God laugh, tell him about your 
plans.” – Woody Allen 

 

     Oh what could have been.  Remembering the hot 
air balloon launches of the past two years I thought 
that this year‟s event would be also be spectacular.  
Boy was I wrong. 

 

     I had been working with the balloon festival coor-
dinator and organizer, Mary Ann Holden, and we 
were all set.  We knew what day and time the Por-
sche club was to arrive at the Dansville airport.  We 
also knew where we were going to park for the infor-
mal car show to display our Porsches.  We even 
knew where we had to move to about 4:30pm to 
make room for the anticipated crowds that always 
attend this event.  In addition to that I have been 
coordinating with one of the crew members for the 
Friendship Hot Air Ball airship, Tom Derrenbacher, 
on getting access for anyone with the Porsche club 
to enter the launch site and get really up close and 
personal with a large number of hot air balloons.  
About 50 or so hot air balloons launched in 2009.  

 

     Well that was the plan anyway.  It was not to be.  
As sometimes happens in western New York, the 
weather plays a huge roll in what we can get away 
with.  This weekend was no different.  There are a 
couple of things that can put off launching hot air 
balloons.  One of them is rain and the other is high 
wind.  We had both on the day we were to go to 
Dansville.  While communicating with Tom Derren-
bacher he told me that they didn‟t even consider 
launching the balloons at any time on Saturday.  
That stopped me from second guessing myself and 
the weather and made the decision to cancel the 
event a no brainer.  While it was the right thing to do, 
cancel the event, it still hurt having to miss what has 
become a premiere annual event for the Porsche 
club.  There was no rain date discussed because we 
could not get the runway space for our cars on either 
Sunday or Monday (Labor Day) so it as Saturday or 
nothing. 

 

     About all there is to do now is to think about 
next year and get my thoughts in order to start 
planning for Balloon Festival 2011.  You can nev-
er start planning too soon. 

 

“Mix a little foolishness with your serious plans; 
it's lovely to be silly at the right moment” - Horace 

Oh crap!! 

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/if_you_want_to_make_god_laugh-tell_him_about_your/226952.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/if_you_want_to_make_god_laugh-tell_him_about_your/226952.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/mix_a_little_foolishness_with_your_serious_plans/169415.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/mix_a_little_foolishness_with_your_serious_plans/169415.html
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Ignorance: 
Not Always So Blissful  

By 
Kyle W. Mack 

 
 The age old adage that “ignorance is bliss” 
may be true in relation to cheating spouses and the 
actions your teenage children take when you are not 
around, but when dealing with your track car igno-
rance can be expensive, or worse yet deadly.  Being 
unaware of a faulty condition in your car is some-
thing that I would venture to say is commonplace for 
the everyday commuter.  However, for those of us 
who pursue a more aggressive path with our cars, 
either through Driver Education events or actual 
competition, lack of knowledge can end your week-
end in a hurry.  I offer this revelation as someone 
who almost fell victim.   
 This year I decided the timing was right, 
after three years of attempts, to finally take time off 
and attend the Spring DE in hopes of qualifying to 
become an instructor.  After making my intentions 
known to the 
appropriate indi-
viduals, the next 
step was to prep 
the car for the 
event.  Up on 
the rack she 
went and out 
came my fine 
tooth comb to 
assess what 
would be re-
quired to make 
my street car 
something I 
would feel confi-
dent and safe in 
at the Glen.   
 As a 
background, I 
have spent a 
good portion of 
my life at race 
tracks, driving 
just about any-
thing I could get 
my hands on.  If 
racing has 
taught me one 
thing, it is that 
you NEVER compromise with car preparation.  If the 
car is not one-hundred percent  ready, you simply do 
not go.  I watched a friend and competitor leave 
Watkins Glen in a helicopter because he did not 

follow this one simple rule.  That event has made 
me anal retentive about knowing every nut and 
bolt in any car I plan to take out at speed, and 
this quality saved my Porsche and possibly injury 
to myself this Spring.   
 While looking the car over from tail to 
nose, I came upon the front A-arm bushings 
which were starting to show some hardening and 
cracks around the exposed edges.  Major prob-
lem?  No.  Quite honestly, they would have 
passed a tech inspection by any sanctioning 
body, save maybe the FIA.  However, my neurot-
ic tendencies told me that there could be more 
wrong with the bushings inside the A-arm where I 
could not see.  Because of this, the car was not 
one-hundred percent ready and I did not have 
enough time to install new bushings prior to the 
DE.  I made the judgment call and withdrew.   
 This is where the story becomes inter-
esting.  Now without time constraints, I decided 
that since I had to replace the bushings anyway, 
I would do a complete rebuild of the entire front 

end.  While 
unbolting the 
right front A-
arm, I found 
to my aggra-
vation that 
the front-
most mount-
ing bolt was 
not loosen-
ing, but 
merely spin-
ning.  Prelimi-
nary diagno-
sis: someone 
put this bolt 
in with too 
much torque 
and stripped 
it.  The first 
thought that 
entered my 
mind was, 
“Good thing I 
did not take 
this car on 
the track.”  
My aggrava-
tion swiftly 
turned to 

horror however when a slight tug on the now 
unbolted A-arm (save the “stripped” bolt) de-
tached the unit from the car to expose a gaping 
hole where the hard point in the front pan for the 

A hole in the A-arm causing a potentially very dangerous situation 
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bolt should have been (see photos).  The new 
thoughts running through my mind were riddled with 
expletives, so I will refrain from publishing them 
here.  However, many questions also took form.  
Firstly, how did I not know of this before, as I have 
been under the front end of this car numerous 
times?  What could have caused damage like this?  
There was not a speck of rust anywhere around the 
hole.  And finally, the most sobering of thoughts, 
what would have happened on the track when I 
started to put heavy cornering loads on the car?  
With the location of the hole, the structural integrity 
of the pan was compromised.  Whether or not the 
metal would have given out under race loads caus-
ing the A-arm to detach itself is something I am 
grateful I did not find out first hand.  Needless to say, 
all new sheet metal needed to be installed.  The 
project took three weeks, but I am now one-hundred 
percent confident in the newly rebuilt front end.  Ulti-
mately, the consensus as to the cause of the dam-
age was faulty towing at some point in the car‟s life.  
That particular mounting bolt is closest to the tow 
hook which is part of the A-arm cover.  An improper 
tow (yanking the car along) must have put such a 
load on the bolt it tore itself out of the car.      
 If I had not questioned the bushings, I nev-
er would have found the structural damage.  Based 
on the way the tow hook cover is positioned over the 
end of the A-arm, the hole was impossible to see 
unless disassembled.  This is where the moral of the 
story lies.  I thought I knew my car fairly well.  At 
least to the point of knowing it did not have holes in 
structural panels.  I was wrong; and anyone looking 
at it during a normal tech inspection would have 
been none the wiser.  Even I will admit that scrub-
bing two full days of track time at the Glen for a 
crack in the edge of a rubber bushing is a bit insane 
(which, by the way, the contact portions of all four 
bushings looked brand new once removed).  But if I 
had not followed my rule, odds are my car would not 
be in the condition it is now.   
 Watching Mercy Flight take a friend from 
the track because he failed to do a simple nut and 
bolt check before the race made a lasting impres-
sion on me.  While it may be anal retentive and neu-
rotic, if the car is not one-hundred percent, do not 
think of taking it out between the dull blue Armco.  
Do NOT make compromises!  This is our hobby, and 
we enjoy spending time with our friends at the track 
just as much as we enjoy our time on track.  Do not 
let your weekend racing turn tragic due to ignorance.  
Spread the word; make sure you REALLY know 
your car before attending any track event, and if this 
means taking off some parts to see what may lie 
beneath, so be it.  Keep the shinny side up, and 
have fun out there… 
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HPDE INSUANCE PROGRAM’S POLICIES ACTUALLY PROTECT YOU  

WHERE YOU NEED IT MOST: THE TRACK. 

 

 

     The Niagara Region PCA DE program has been approved by Lockton Affinity Insurance Program for automobile physical 

damage coverage.  

 

     As any High-Performance Driver’s Education enthusiast knows, finding the single-event coverage you need to protect yourself 

during events is almost impossible.  Over the past 5 years many auto insurers have changed their policies to exclude coverage for 

claims "occurring on a surface used for racing", "at a high-performance driving event", or "use of an auto at a racetrack". 

 

     HPDE Insurance Program is pleased to offer single-event insurance without these exclusions, meaning our policy protects you 

where you really need it – on the track.  And you can get it FAST – our easy online system lets you get a premium indication in-

stantly and you can even purchase your insurance policy electronically. It’s insurance at your fingertips. 

 

     Note:  This insurance policy provides physical damage coverage for your automobile while you are participating in a High-

Performance Driver Education event. This physical damage coverage will begin when you enter the grounds of a race course and 

end when you leave the race course premises. Liability coverage is not included in this policy. 

 

     Participants that have more than one (1) claim with the HPDE Insurance Program in a 3-year period are not eligible for this 

coverage. 

 

     For information on this program, go to www.PCAHPDEins.LocktonAffinity.com.   

 
 

 

http://www.PCAHPDEins.LocktonAffinity.com


Your Tires at High Speed. 

by Pedro P. Bonilla  (GCR PCA) 

 

     Tire inflation specs are based on what the manufacturer 
considers “normal” driving conditions. 

But, because of the cars we drive and the Club we belong 
to, many of us have the opportunity to go beyond “normal” 
driving conditions at the track during the Driver Education 
events organized by our PCA and other auto clubs in the 
area. 

 

     Let‟s try to put it in perspective. 

 

     Even though we tend to think that properly inflated tires 
are perfectly round, they truly aren‟t.  Because of the 
weight they carry (vehicle, fluids and passenger(s)) , the 
bottom half of the tire‟s sidewalls bulge and the tread flat-
tens where it contacts the road.  But on the top half of the 
tire, the sidewalls straighten out and the tread curves back 
into its molded round shape.  This difference in shape be-
tween the top and bottom halves of a tire is known as 
“deflection”.  This deflection will occur with every revolution 
of the tire, so picture this: 

 

 

A 225/45/ZR17 tire could be considered a standard front 
tire in a Boxster, Cayman or Carrera.  This particular tire 
has a 25 inch overall diameter and after doing the math we 
know that this tire will turn approximately 807 times every 
mile. At 25 miles per hour this tire will roll 5.6 times per 
second, at 70 mph (speed limit on the Interstate) it will 
roll15.7 times per second and at 140 mph (speed right be-
fore braking for turn 17 at Sebring) the tire will roll a daunt-
ing 31.4 times every second.  This means that the tire is 
changing its shape from its unloaded to its loaded state and 
back every 3/100th of a second. 

 

 

 

     This constant tire deflection plus the friction 
of the tire against the road (track) generates 
tremendous heat build-up in the tires.  Since the 
tires are filled with air (or nitrogen) which is a 
gas, Boyles Law demonstrates that if the vol-
ume of gas is maintained constant, its pressure 
is directly proportional to its temperature, there-
fore your tire pressure will go up as the tire gets 
used, and the faster the tires spin, the faster the 
temperature and therefore the pressure will 
build up. 

 

     The rule of thumb is that the tire‟s pressure 
will increase by 1 psi for every 10° Fahrenheit 
increase in temperature, or 1 psi for every 4 
minutes of use during the first 20 minutes of 
operation. 

 

     All of the above to basically say that the fast-
er you go, the higher your tire pressure will be. 

 

     So, when we‟re at the track or Auto Cross 
we must keep in mind that we will have a tire 
pressure increase as soon as the tires start to 
heat up.  This will alter our car‟s handling, so we 
need to carefully monitor the pressure through-
out the different sessions during the day. 

 

     But how do we know what the ideal pressure 
is?  We should generally start with the recom-
mended pressures from the car‟s manufacturer.  
Then, the tires will tell us if they need more or 
less pressure. 

 

     Most modern high-speed rated tires have 
special markers to show us the optimal tire 
patch.  
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     This triangle tells us where the edge of the optimal tread 
wear should be.  As you can see above, the wear is a little 
short of the marker, meaning that we have too much pres-
sure. 

 

     Dropping a couple of pounds of pressure and then hit-
ting the track again gives us the optimal patch, as seen 
below where the edge of the wear is right to the tip of the 
marker. 

 

     Also, always keep in mind that you should never inflate 
beyond the tire‟s maximum pressure, stamped on its side-
wall. 

 

     For more information about tires and other topics of 
interest for your Porsche, please visit our website at: 
www.PedrosGarage.com 

 

     Keep an eye on your tire‟s pressures and ... Happy Por-
sche‟ing, 

 

     Pedro 
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Niagara Region 
Porsche Club of America 

2010 Driver’s Education at Watkins Glen International 

Fall Event: October 11
th

 & 12
th 

2 full days of track time each event 

Qualified instructors for all run groups 

Additional classroom training 

$325 fee per event 

 

 

Go to www.niagarapca.org to register on line! 
Registration opens February 1st for May event, May 26th for October event 

 

 $325 Registration fee for primary driver each event  

 $200 Registration fee for second driver of same car (note: second driver must be in a different run group than the primary driver) 

 Instructors drive free 

 $25 Garage space   

 This DE will feature “Advanced Passing Protocols” for all Run Groups 

 Early registration is suggested 

 Car technical inspection MUST be done prior to the event (tech forms available on www.niagarapca.org) 

 Snell 2000 or higher helmet required 

 Roll bars required in Cabriolets 

 All makes of cars welcome (no SUV’s) 

 Acceptance e-mails will be sent about 6 weeks before the event 

http://www.niagarapca.org/
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JERSEY SHORE REGION 

 

Porsche Club of America 
 

Invites you to attend our fiftieth anniversary celebration on  Sunday October 10, 2010 (10.10.10)  

 

This will be a day long event with several events planned: 

 

 -A gimmick type rally intended to be a fun event 

 

 -Our annual “Unique Concours” 

 

 -A low speed driving skill event (tentative) 

 

 -A technical quiz to test your Porsche knowledge 

 

Prizes will be awarded to winners in each event. In addition all entrants will receive a souvenir memento.  

 

There will also be a display of Porsche cars from past to present so you see the evolution of the breed. 

 

In addition we are planning a charity auction. If you have something you would care to donate please contact Bill Ca-
sey email spdstr@verizon.net. We have chosen Family Resources Associates of Shrewsbury NJ as the charity. They 
have helped two of our members. For more info go to http://www.frainc.org/make_a_difference/donate.html 

 

There will also be out famous Oktoberfest German food and beer available. 

 

To register go to    www.clubregistration.net  Registration closes September 30, 2010-no late registration. 

mailto:spdstr@verizon.net
http://www.clubregistration.net/


Page 26 
SEPTEMBER 2010 



Page 27 
SEPTEMBER 2010 



Porsche  

Page 28 
SEPTEMBER 2010 

Picture Page 

The Pelkeys at the Watkins Glen GP 
Fest 

The Cotts at the Watkins Glen GP Fest 
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September Puzzle 

Find these words to discover the hid-

den word (see page 2 for answer) 



So, if you gonna dream, dream 
big. 

 

Bill Schicker found a seat in a 
GT. 

 

Look at that smile.  Jane must 
have had to pry him out of there 
with a crow bar. 

N E W S L E T T E R    O F    T H E   N I A G A R A    R E G I O N    P O R S C H E   

C L U B   O F    A M E R I C A 

Drive it like you stole it !! 

www.niagarapca.org 

Please support the businesses that 

support us: 

 John Holtz Porsche 

 Autoplace Porsche 

 Eksten Autoworks 

 Rose Garden 

 Seneca Lodge 

 T-Shirt Express 

 Niagara Hobby 

 

Advertising Rates for FLATOUT 

 

     Single Issue         Full Year 

Full page—$125    Full page—$350 

1/2 Page—$100    1/2 Page—$275 

1/4 Page—$80    1/4 Page—$225 

1/8 Page—$65    1/8 Page—$175 

     Business Card—$115 

To place an ad please contact Sue Juby at: 

  
Tel#:  (585) 321-0304 
Address: 95 Alton Way 
  W Henrietta, NY 14586 
e-mail:  sreesen1@yahoo.com 
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