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Message from your President….. 

 
See the full report on page 4. 
 
Jim Arendt 
President, Niagara Region PCA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

________________________________________________ 

The 2010 driving season is over.  Time to put those 

beauties to bed for the winter.! 

________________________________________________ 
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COMING UP NEXT MONTH 
 
 

November 2 – Monthly Member Meeting in Batavia 
November 20 – Annual Fall Dinner 

  
   
  

ANNUAL FALL DINNER 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, November 20th for Niagara Region PCA's fabulous Fall Dinner! 
This year‘s dinner will be held at Terry Hills Country Club in Batavia, NY.  We'll begin at 6:00pm with Cocktail Hour 

including a variety of appetizers and drinks.  Then enjoy a sit down dinner and dessert, followed by announce-
ments and awards.  We'll finish up with music from Let the Good Times Rock (DJ Tony Orr).  It's always a great 

way to wrap up the driving season.  Don't miss it! 
RSVP by October 29.  Details: www.niagarapca.org/events/100 

  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Don’t Miss Any NRPCA Social Events 

Sign up for Sue Juby’s  

E-mail notifications by sending 

Sue an e-mail to: sreesen@rochester.rr.com 

 

  

WINTER CAR STORAGE 

Do you have a need or source for winter car storage?  Forward your info to our Newsletter Editor Tom Lyons at 
Newsletter@NiagaraPCA.org for inclusion in the next Flatout Newsletter. 

https://emailer.pca.org/ClickCounter.aspx?jobid=11210&redirurl=http://www.niagarapca.org/events/100
mailto:sreesen@rochester.rr.com
https://emailer.pca.org/ClickCounter.aspx?jobid=11210&redirurl=mailto:Newsletter@NiagaraPCA.org
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     We save the best for last!  The last event of the season is our annual Fall Dinner.  This year‘s 
Fall Dinner is being held at the Terry Hills Golf Course in Batavia on Saturday, November 20 (see 
flier in this edition of Flatout).   Last year over 100 people enjoyed a fantastic dinner, desserts, 
drinks, and music.  Several awards will be presented including the Deegan Award and Photo Con-
test Awards, as well as presentation of our annual charitable donations.  RSVP‘s are needed so 
don‘t delay registering for this great event. 
 
     Also, don‘t miss our final monthly meetings of 2010: Tuesday, November 2 and Tuesday, De-
cember 7.  At the December meeting we will be collecting toys for the Gary the Happy Pirate Toy 
Fund which provides toys to local children in need.  Please bring a new, unwrapped toy and help 
make a child smile this holiday season.  The generosity of our club members has always been very inspiring, and I‘m sure 
this year will be no different.  See you there! 
 
Take care, 
 
Jim Arendt 
 

 

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE: 

Want to advertise your business in Flatout?  Well now you can.  Contact 

Sue Juby at sreesen1@yahoo.com for details and cost options. 

 

Don’t forget to send me your stories and pictures.  There is no Flatout 

without them. 

 

Tom Lyons 

Editor Flatout 
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October Members Report 

Member Stats 

Primary Members 357 

Affiliate Members 268 

Life Members 1 

Transfers in 3 

Transfers out  6 

Renewals 15 

Non renewals 3 

Total Members 626 

 

Welcome Our New members – 

 

 Chrzanowski, Paul 

 Barlow, Sherrill 

 Rohring, Scott 

 Schrett, Christopher W. 

 

   
OCTOBER PCA ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 5 Years 
  Ken Scherkoske 
  Robert Shookus 
 1 Year 
  Tim Hattenberger 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winter Storage 

 
     Nobody wants to think about putting their baby away for the 
winter but...it‘s got to happen.  Do you have a nice place to 
keep your baby?  If you are looking  here are some choices. 
 
Tom: 

  

     I will have attached garage space (always minimum 41 
degF) available this season...as sadly...I sold my Porsche.  
Feel free to list this in the next publication.  An electrical outlet/
battery tender hookup is available.  You can occasionally the 
run engine if desired, too.  

  

Contact: 

Wil Ferch 

91 Fox Chapel Dr.  

Orchard Park, NY 14127 

cell: 716-983-4089 

email: ferch.wil@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ferch.wil@gmail.com


READ THIS!! 

…..When we did the members survey last winter one of the things many members requested was information about 
other members and their cars.  Starting in March ‗09 we published the first set of Member BIOS starting with club lead-
ership and me of course.  I couldn‘t ask you to do it if I didn‘t do it.  Since then I‘ve published several member BIOS.  
First I want to thank those that shared their information.  I have certainly enjoyed reading them and based on feedback 
I‘ve gotten, many of our readers have enjoyed reading them too.  Since then I have sent out many requests for mem-
ber BIOS feedback.  The return rate has not been good.  If I have already sent you a request, and you know who you 
are, please take a little time to finish your BIO and send it and a few pictures back to me.  Without your help this col-
umn could disappear. 

     If anyone wants to provide me with BIO info and pictures and I have not contacted you yet please let me know 
(tomlyons911@yahoo.com ) and I‘ll get you the form to complete.   

Member Bios 
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Name: 

Allen Schuessler 

 

Wife’s/Husband’s name:  

Lavina 

 

Years NRPCA Member:  

`24 

 

Other Family Members: 

Daughters JoAnn and Julie and families [ four grand-
children ] 

 

What got you interested in Porsche? 

As a teenager in 1956 my brother was in the Army in 
Germany. He returned with a VW Beetle and his buddy 
a 356A Cab. I was hooked! 

 

When did you get your first Porsche? 

I bought a 59‘ 356A super convertible D in 61‘ and 
traded it on a new 356B super coupe in 63‘. I joined 
the newly chartered NRPCA for years 63‘ & 64‘. Then 
marriage, children and several VW‘s until we pur-
chased the 944 in 86‘ when we rejoined NRPCA. 

 

What Porsche(s) do you have now? 

 57 356A Speedster 

 73 914 2.0 

 86 944 

 

What do 
you like 
to do in 
your Por-

sche? 

Drive Em 
through 
the rolling 
hills of 
Western 

New York 

 

What is your favorite story/event/incident 

involving you and your Porsche? 

I have always had a keen interest in the history 
of Porsche which led to Lavina and myself partic-
ipating in a PCA Treffen in 2000 and then spent 
an additional week in Zell Am Zee and Gmund 
Austria. A highlight of the Treffen was having 
―guest speaker‖ Tony Lapine [ then recently re-
tired head of Porsche Styling ] join us at our 
breakfast table. A very personable and gracious 
fellow indeed. I expressed my appreciation to 
him for creation of the 944. I still believe it to be a 
great Porsche ! 

 

What is the worst thing that has happened to 

you and your Porsche? 

While at a friend‘s home in the early 60‘s with the 
59‘ D I discovered that his two young children 
had used the front of the 356 as a slide with re-
sulting serious paint scratch issues ! Yes, he 
remained a friend BUT thereafter when visiting I 
drove my old VW. 

 

Al, Lavina and 356A 
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What would you most like to do with your Por-

sche? 

I think I‘m doing it now ! 

 

 

 

 

Name:   

Donald Stephans 

 

Wife’s/Husband’s name:   

Single and always willing to meet new people (Hint, 
Hint…)  

 

Years NRPCA Member:  

4 years 

 

Other Family Members: 

N/A 

 

What got you interested in Porsche? 

My father got me interested in cars when I was a kid.  
He always told me stories of the cars that he had 
growing up and about the ones he rebuilt when he was 
in the Navy; American cars, 50‘s cars, muscle cars….  
I was hooked.  I always wanted a sports car, but work 
and school always took center stage.  It was to my 
surprise when I got married that, my then wife, thought 
it would be nice to have a car just for fun.  I searched 
and searched for a car, but could not find one that had 
everything I wanted.  I never considered a Porsche 
because I never thought it was in my price range.  
Funny thing, we were out to dinner with another couple 
and he had just purchased a 2000 Boxster and took 
me for a ride.  To my surprise he let me drive and I 
found myself enjoying all aspects of the car, but still 
could not imagine that I could afford such a nice piece 
of machinery.  It was Deb who loved it and who asked 
the price and then the glass ceiling of ownership broke 
and I began to research everything Porsche.  After 6 
months searching online I found my car in Cincinnati, 
Ohio and made the trip.  My first Porsche…  

 

When did you get your first Porsche? 

February 2005 

 

What Porsche(s) do you have now? 

2001 Boxster 

 

What do 
you like 
to do in 
your Por-

sche? 

Cruise the 
backcoun-
try roads 
with my 

brother… Sometimes we ride together, some-
times he takes his corvette and we chase each 
other.   

 

What is your favorite story/event/incident 

involving you and your Porsche? 

My family has a tradition of going to Letchworth 
State Park each October.  On this day my cous-
ins and family were all traveling together and I 
was the lead car.  There were five cars in all and 
we were happily driving on Route 20A East 
heading to Warsaw.  It was then a ―Blue Hair‖ 
pulled out in front of us driving no more then 40 
mph.  I saw the ―Pass with Care‖ sign, downshift-
ed and accelerated past her unleashing the 
beautiful roar of my exhaust.  With the blue sky 
above and the wind in our hair (for some reason I 
had my cousin‘s mother in law Connie in my car) 
the freedom was intoxicating.  It was then I heard 
a strange clanking noise. A metallic noise, muf-
fled at first, but distinctly mechanical. ―Oh know,‖ 
I thought…‖what did I do?‖  I looked around for 
something hanging off the car, checked my 
speed and feathered the throttle.  Everything was 
in order, but the sound kept getting louder.  
Louder still until, at last, Connie looked up.  To 
our amazement, a Bi-Plane was diving down on 
us!  As we were climbing the hill, the pilot must 
have thought it would be fun to dive down and 
close the gap between us.  We both looked up, 
waved and laughed as we drove, and somehow 
flew, for a brief moment over the hillside.  The 
road dipped down and the plane pulled up, the 
strain on the engine fading as he climbed up and 
away.   Again I downshifted, driving hard into a 
corner and laughing like kids all the while creat-
ing a memory; one that I keep with me often 

2001 Boxster 
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when I am out and about.  A memory and the feeling of 
being free, out on the open road in my Porsche. 

 

What is the worst thing that has happened to you 

and your Porsche? 

Funny thing… I got hit by a deer. 

 

What would you most like to do with your Por-

sche? 

A road trip through Napa Valley followed by a cruse up 
the Pacific Coast Highway to Seattle…hopefully with a 
date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Into the sunset 
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The Chili Run 

By 

Tom Lyons 

 

     You can‘t talk about a chili run unless you talk 
about the weather.  The club dodged a bullet this time.  
With rain most of the week prior and the forecast call-
ing for more of the same, we were fortunate that we 
didn‘t see a drop of rain for the entire event.  It was 
gray and chilly, how appropriate for a chili run, but the 
rain held off. 

 

     The meeting time at Holtz Porsche was 9:00am.  
Babs and I headed out a little early to see if we could 
be of assistance.  It was good news that additional 
assistance was not needed.  Bill Schicker had every-
thing under control.  There was a nice breakfast wait-
ing for us when we arrived that included bagels and 
toppings, donut holes and coffee supplied by Tim Car-
ney our local Porsche salesman at Holtz. 

 

     I was really pleased to see that this turned out to be 
a true family event.  Several people brought their fu-
ture NRPCA offspring with them.  Several more 
brought their dogs.  It made for a great family atmos-
phere. 

 

     After everyone signed in we sized up the crowd and 
determined that a single line of cars would be very 
difficult to keep track of.  The total count of cars mak-
ing the journey this year was 38.  Bill made the call to 
split the drivers into two groups.  He would lead one 
group and Babs and I would lead the other following 
about ten minutes behind.  We headed out on our typi-
cal chili run to Letchworth State Park with one minor 
change.  We had to avoid the bridge on river road over 
the Thruway which was closed for repairs.  Once we 
completed our detour we were back on the river road 
route to the park.  We got police help through the vil-
lage of Avon thanks to Mike Cohn who arranged it and 
Office Geer who supplied the club with assistance.  
Speaking for group two, we had a very nice, scenic 
drive.  The drivers took responsibility for the cars be-
hind them and when things started to stretch out and 
some cars were getting left behind, drivers would pull 
over and wait, just like they were supposed to.  We got 
to Letchworth and didn‘t lose anyone. 

 

     Bill made the final count of cars, 38, and paid the 

entrance fee an added bonus for participants this 
year, not having to have the $8.00 park entrance 
fee on hand.  Once everyone had made their 
way through the toll booth we started our journey 
through the park stopping at a few scenic spots 
to enjoy the view (and use the bathrooms).  Our 
first stop was at the middle falls just down the hill 
from Glen Iris Inn where we went for a breakfast 
run earlier in the year.  As we were pulling out of 
the middle falls area and back onto the main park 
road, Rich DeAsis and his crew drove by in front 
of me with his truck and trailer with all the picnic 
stuff.  I had been planning only one more scenic 
stop but I thought I‘d better do two stops so Rich 
would have a little more time to set up. 

 

     We did our two more stops to admire the 
scenery but several people were hinting (some 
more forcefully than others) that they were hun-
gry.  It was time to get to the picnic.  We headed 
north on the park road towards the St. Helena 
picnic area.  When we got there I turned right at 
the wrong location and had to lead the entire 
entourage down to the end of the road and 
around the loop and then back to where Rich had 
the picnic set up.  While it was a gaffe on my part 
it did give the participants a chance to drive by 
each other and see the cars in motion.  For a 
mistake it turned out pretty cool. 

 

     We arrived at the picnic spot and got our cars 
parked.  Rich and his helpers had everything well 
in hand.  Snacks were laid out and the grill was 
up and running with the hots and hams starting 
to cook.  The chili was heating up and the beer 
was cold and the wine inviting.  It was time to get 
into some serious partying. 

 

     While the food preparation was finishing up 
there was a lot of socializing to be done.  Babs 
and I wandered around talking with lots of people 
and enjoying the company.   

 

     Finally the food was ready and people lined 
up to get some.  The line got pretty long to start 
but the wait was worth it.  Rich added some heat 
to his cooking with various spices.  That was one 
of the best hamburgers I‘ve had in a long time. 

 

     As people had their fill the party started wind-
ing down and people were taking off to enjoy the 
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rest of their day.  Several of us hung around to help 
Rich with the cleanup, helping him get things packed 
up and back on the truck and trailer. 

 

     I got a lot of positive feedback from people about 
the ride down, the park and the picnic.  It‘s no won-
der that the chili run has turned into one of the most 
popular NRPCA events of the year.  I am already 
looking forward to next year‘s event. 
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NIAGARA PCA HPDE AT THE GLEN 

By Rich DeAsis 

Chief Driving Instructor 

Niagara Region PCA 

Photos by 

Sue Reesen & Bob Politi 

 

 

     To paraphrase an old saying, how all good things 
come to an end, our 2010 High Performance Driver 
Education program concluded with resounding suc-
cess over the Columbus Day weekend. October 11-12, 
2010 was the occasion for our Fall DE at Watkins Glen 
International where we drew the largest group to date 
for the Fall DE.  

 

     Roughly 145 cars/drivers were registered for our 
third DE of the year. The numbers only tell a small part 
of the story on why this past DE was so successful. 
That number of cars rivals the draw for the May DE 

which has al-
ways been our 
banner event. In 
addition to a 
multitude of re-
peat partici-
pants, and the 
usual suspects 
from Toronto, 
New Jersey, 
Metro NY and 
Pennsylvania, 
we also drew a 
decent number 
of first timers 
from far flung 
places like Ohio, 
Virginia, Mary-
land and Indi-
ana.  

 

     As our Region has continuously strived to improve 
our DE program, the emphasis on this DE has re-
mained the same as all others we‘ve done in the past; 
Safety first and foremost, fostering a non-competitive 
learning environment, while encouraging a fun, relaxed 
atmosphere, both on and off-track.  

 

     The event kicked-off with early registration, 
final Tech 
and a 
―newbie‖ 
orientation 
at the 
Seneca 
Lodge 
Sunday 
night. This 
continues 
to be an 

efficient and fun way to mitigate the previous 
chaos that took place first morning of the event 
itself. Sunday night (after the ―official‖ duties 
were dispensed with) also served as a good op-
portunity to meet and greet old and new friends 
alike at the Seneca Lodge bar. The scene was 
casual, relaxed and friendly. IMHO, this was a 
good way to set the tone for what was to follow. 

 

     First day started (less chaos) with our DE 
Chairman, Bert Xander kicking things off with a 
drivers meeting. As the first day unfolded, we 
followed our somewhat ―traditional‖ format, 
where classroom and on-track sessions for the 
students in the novice, intermediate and ad-
vanced run groups are interspersed throughout 
the day.  What sets our DE program apart from 
most other PCA regions and other car clubs was 
the advent of the Niagara PCA Advanced Pass-

ing Proto-
cols intro-
duced by 
our Chief 
Class-
room In-
structor, 
Jim Tul-
loch a few 
years 
back. This 

particular feature and sets of exercises, contin-
ues to be an important and unique way of intro-
ducing and familiarizing our participants with skill 
sets to practice not offered with other programs. 
Though not perfect in execution, (though much 
smoother than previous DE‘s) our participants 
respond very positively to this component of our 
DE‘s. 

 

 

Continued on next page 

On the grid 

Driver‘s meeting 

Team Niagara 

I know Jack!! 
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Continued from previous page 

 

     There were late day showers Monday afternoon 
and two on track incidents (one we suspect as grave 

mechanical fail-
ure; one driver 
error) which 
detracted from 
an otherwise 
smooth day at 
the track. End of 
day on-track 
activities were 
capped off by a 
track walk led 

by Jim Tulloch. Though somewhat cold and damp, a 
few dozen or so intrepid and hearty souls braved the 
weather to get Jim‘s unique perspective of the track 
itself. 

 

     Off-track festivities were in full swing as Jim and his 
group finally made it back to the paddock. Rumor has 
it that there was a group in the paddock that had what I 
would characterize as an over the top tailgate party (in 
the rain!) serving all kinds of culinary treats (and some 
adult beverages). This same group would later adjourn 
to find a scene at the Seneca Lodge to rival the best 
parties anyone has seen at the Lodge for a single 
group.  The dining room was packed and the bar no 
less so, both brimming and humming with tall tales of 
daring do from the day on track aplenty. According to 
the Lodge, they haven‘t seen this kind of partying in 
awhile, and I would have to agree having seen my 
share J 

 

     Second day was very much the same save for the 
Stephen King 
like fog that 
came and sat 
over WGI for the 
first half of the 
morning. The 
first sessions for 
all run groups 
were effectively 
cancelled. ….on 
a side 

note….something eerie happened before the track 
went green…I was asked by the Glen to take a recon 
lap as the fog seemed to have abated because they 
needed to check visibility with a car on track…as I 
wheeled my car on track, it was bizarre to note that I 
literally had the whole track to myself….driving in very 

foggy conditions …somewhat at speed 

seemed….surreal….that was a treat.  

 

     The rest of the day proved to be rather pleas-
ant weather wise as we were able to go green 
shortly after 10:30 that morning, clear through 
the end of day. All in all, more track time for eve-
rybody, more exercises, more of everything we 

all wanted 
to cap off 
our driving 
season. It 
was im-
pressive 
to experi-
ence and 
see the 
things we, 
as a Re-

gion, are trying to teach and do with our students 
and instructors. I participate and instruct with 
various car clubs and organizations and it‘s satis-
fying to note that nobody else does what we do 
and do it so well, and do it consistently, both on 
and off track!  

 

     Our DE program is evolving into quite a pack-
age consisting of a healthy dose of track related 
components mixed with a friendly social element. 
A quick walk through the garage and paddock 
end of second day made for very pleasant and 
happy conversations with very satisfied partici-
pants. This would be confirmed by having read 
through evaluation forms and emails I‘ve had the 
pleasure of reading post DE. Some examples; 

 

     “This is the first time that Marc and I have 
instructed for you and it was quite an experi-

ence…. how different the experience was from 
instructing in other regions. 

Continued on next page 

Early morning calm 

Jim and turn 1 

Inspired by Stephan King 

Sunrise 
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Continued from previous page 

 
     Treating the event like a real school with increased 
classroom and exercises is both a great idea and truly 

appreciated by 
the students….. 
Coming original-
ly from Metro it 
also seemed 
miraculous that 
you actually 
care about 
whether or not 
participants are 
having fun.  It is 
surely nice be-

ing treated with respect and as an important part of a 
team. “…. 

 

     M.O. & M.M., …long time NRPCA participants, first 
time Instructors 

 

     “I can only imagine the number of details you must 
encounter to pull off an event of this nature. From sign-
up to on track... it was seamless and smooth, even in 
the face of so-so weather. Thanks to all who made it 
the most fun an adult can have with his wife knowing 
where he is.”… 

 

     J..I., Green Run Group Participant 

 

     “As always, it was a pleasure sharing the track with 
the Niagara PCA club. The club always makes it a 
relaxed, enjoyable place to better our on-track skills 
both by time in car and in the classroom.”…..S.C., Ad-
vanced Run Group Participant 

 

     “thanks for a great event. I ask myself when I get 
out of the car after a session, how can something this 
satisfying be legal.”….D.C., Advanced Run Group Par-
ticipant 

 

     “Great event.  I sure had a lot of fun.  You guys 
sure know how to make someone feel welcome.”… 
Mike (his instructor) was a lot of fun to have in the car 
during the track sessions.  He was very helpful, 
too.  You couldn't have picked much better of an in-
structor.  The same goes for our classroom instruc-
tor.  Thanks”… 

E.R., Intermediate Run Group Participant, First 
Time with NRPCA 

 

     “You guys are the best!  I can't tell you how 
enjoyable an event you throw.  It's no wonder it 
keeps growing.   Please don't change a 
thing…..J.S., Instructor, NRPCA 

 

     It‘s a great source of pride and accomplish-
ment when we can pull off all those things and 
have our participants tell us so.  

 

     All these things don‘t happen by chance. 
Thank you to all the efforts and hard work of 
Team Niagara; Bert Xander, DE Chairman, Curt 
Hinchcliffe, DE Registrar, Jim Tulloch, Chief 

Classroom 
Guru, Jim 
Arendt, #1 
and Tech 
and Safety 
Director, 
Bob and 
Karen 
Veltz, Pit 
Stewards, 
Sue 

Reesen and Paula Charters, Volunteers par ex-
cellance, and of course, our Instructors. 

 

     To paraphrase another quote about saving 
the best for last…well, this may have been our 
last DE for the year, and in many ways one of 
our best so far…., but, the Fall DE will certainly 
not be our last nor our best. I optimistically await 
the 2011 driving season…. BRING IT!! 

 

     p.s. 

     Bill Schicker, Treasurer, Social Events Coor-
dinator, NRPCA, was a special guest to our DE 
and went out for a spirited romp with yours truly. 
Although Bill likes to drive fast, let‘s just say hot 
laps as a passenger is not his cup of tea J 

Track 101 

Old and new 
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2010 Fall DE at Watkins Glen 

 

Jerry Zack - 

Photos by Sue Reesen 

 

 

     Many of our local PCA club members, along with 
other automobile aficionados, celebrated the Monday 
and Tuesday Columbus Day holiday at Watkins Glen 
International Speedway.  These 145 participants 

from across 
the USA and 
Canada, along 
with their 
guests, partici-
pated in Niagara 
Region‘s Fall 
Porsche Club of 
America Driver 
Education pro-
gram. . . estab-

lishing the greatest turnout to date for any of our 

region’s previous fall DE events.   

 

     Although weather conditions are always the wild 
card in any outdoor event, more so if triple digit speeds 
are involved, participants enjoyed breathtaking scen-
ery and a brief teasing of challenging, wet-track condi-
tions.  Other than having good fortune in the weather 
department, I can assure you that the ultimate success 
of this event was a result of neither luck nor chance.   

 

     Conventional wisdom reminds us that ―If it looks 
easy, it‘s probably not.‖  An incredible amount of plan-
ning, organizing, coordinating, and learning from previ-
ous DE experiences was invested in this event.  Of 

course, none of 
that could hap-
pen without 
inspired leader-
ship and the 
selfless effort of 
many dedicated 
club members.  
The curious 
thing, however, 
is that nobody is 
claiming brag-

ging rights; the spotlight is shared.  As I talked with 
fellow club members, the comments I heard were vari-

ations of ―Work?  It‘s not work; it‘s fun. . . I love 
our DE‘s; they‘re a natural high. . . an inspiration. 
. . a challenge. . . you can see drivers get better 
and better; more relaxed; fluid. . . what a great 
mix of people/drivers; from everywhere. . . a lot 
of people work on this; put in a lot of time. . . 
sure, it‘s fun; great social stuff; camaraderie. . . 
our DE is definitely a class event on a world-
class track, absolutely. . . can‘t wait for the next 
DE. . . they keep getting better; we should have 
more!‖  I expected the enthusiasm; but who 
would think that such modesty was a shared 
virtue amongst our club members? 

 

     On a personal note, this was all brand new to 
me; it was my first DE and I was determined to 
be objective and see what it was all about.  Up to 
this point, my only experience at Watkins Glen 

was partic-
ipating in 
this sum-
mer‘s Vin-
tage 
Weekend, 
and driving 
several 
parade 
laps on the 
track.  
Yes, it was 

great fun!  However, my friend Dick Cott insisted 
that I was limiting myself in enjoying the full 
scope of our club‘s offerings.  He brought me to 
this fall DE as his guest.  I was a willing hostage 
and established a few, personal objectives for 
this experience:  to soak-in the much talked 
about ―atmosphere/culture,‖ get an overall sense 
of the event‘s organizational/schematic structure, 
and (hopefully) have an instructor take me for a 
run on the track.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on next page 

Drivers meeting 

Fran Cosentino‘s Cayman 

The esses 
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     I went through the two-day experience, arriving 
early, staying late, attending every possible class, and 
interacting with as many participants as possible.  In 
due time, it became apparent that the process for cre-
ating this superb event was really no mystery and 
could be described rather easily:   

     (1) access the management and organizational 
abilities of Watkins Glen International world-class 
racetrack and the support of the hard working and 
dedicated volunteers of Race Services, Inc.  Volun-
teer responsibilities of this core group include, flagging 
& communications, pit, grid, course and paddock mar-
shals, race medical, fire/rescue workers (must be certi-
fied in PA or NY), and worker support. 

     (2) gather a cadre of 44 experienced driving in-
structors who know the track and have the ability to 
focus on each driver‘s specific strengths and weak-
nesses;  

     (3) recruit a support team of dedicated volunteers 
like Jim Ar-
endt, Rich 
DeAsis, Bert 
Xander, Curt 
Hinchcliffe, 
Jim Tulloch, 
Bob & Karen 
Veltz, Sue 
Reesen, and 
Paula Charters 
to manage re-

quired documents, organize driving groups, develop 
classroom/track schedules, orchestrate the flow of 
track/driver time slots, and maintain countless records;  

     (4) have knowledgeable (and charismatic) class-
room instruction presented by Jim Tulloch who 
effectively translates the skills, techniques, and chal-
lenges of high performance driving into meaningful, 
personal language for each participant;  

     (5) provide necessary tech support by Jeff Bock 
of Next Generation Motorsports so a participant can 
solve a problem quickly and correctly; 

     (6) instill an over-arching mantra of safety, respect, 
and fun in creating a ―drivers‘ community‖.  It‘s no coin-
cidence that Monday evening‘s hospitality at Seneca 
Lodge was the busiest week night the Lodge has had 

all season, according to owner Brett Brubaker. 

     (7) consequently, inspire a feeling that you, the 
participant, were part of a unique, enriching life experi-
ence that not only elevated your driving acumen but 

also your soul.  As if that wasn‘t enough—or if 
philosophical enrichment doesn‘t toot your horn--
the T-Shirt Express store was there to provide 
you with a memorial DE T-shirt.  That‘s right:  
you get both the yin and the yang!  Additionally, if 
your name is Patrick Riggs, you are congratu-
lated as the winner of the Mike Bohan Award 
and awarded a free DE.  Now, that‘s the ulti-
mate yin-yang thing with whipped cream and a 
cherry! 

 

     That‘s my sense of how this DE was put to-
gether. . .a fairly straight ahead process that any-
body could replicate.  . . .Wow!  . . .Really?  ―If it 
looks easy, it‘s probably not.‖ 

 

     Alas, my experience at this event was not 
limited to analysis.  I also was successful in 
meeting my objective of doing track time with an 
instructor toward the end of day two.  It was per-
fect timing:  I had attended just about every class 
at each of the three driver mastery levels, and 
had quickly acquired a rather good ―theoretical 

sense‖ of 
specific 
driving 
skills, in-
terpreting 
track con-
ditions, 
limits of 
adhesion, 
lines, en-
try and 
exit strate-

gies, exercises in self-evaluation, etc.  However, 
the bottom line in measuring the success of any 
Driver Education program is to judge how effec-
tively it translates the theory of classroom in-
struction into the reality of driving the track.  How 
effective will that process be in this case?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on next page 

On the grid 

Porsches and fall leaves 
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     It didn‘t take too long for me to find out, as it hap-
pened rather quickly that Tuesday afternoon.  Dick 
Cott tossed the keys of his 911TT to Jim Arendt 
and off we went.  Yes, I‘ve been in fast cars before, 
both as driver and passenger; however, this experi-
ence was inherently different.  Watching Jim master 
that car to do his bidding through the turns, down the 
straight-aways, and in passing maneuvers greatly en-
hanced my appreciation of high performance driving.  I 
underwent a rapid, mental transformation from under-
standing ―driving as classroom skill-analysis and in-

struction‖ to 
experiencing 
―driving as an 
art form.‖  As I 
sat, secured in 
the passenger 
seat, the les-
sons of the last 
two days meta-
morphosed 
from instruction-
al diagrams to 

the lived experience of the track.  Jim‘s lines, early/late 
turn entrances and exits, braking points, passing set-
ups, environmental and track awareness, smooth tran-
sitions. . . all of it. . . was testament to both his driving 
skill and the success of the DE program.  Sure, I stood 
at trackside and watched many others execute these 
maneuvers with varying degrees of mastery these past 
two days, but this was different.  I was in the car, on 
the track.  Everything changes as you move from 
spectator to participant. . . from passive to active.  
There is nothing that compares to being on the track, 
with other cars, at speed.  Nothing. 

 

     Those dozen or so laps with Jim had my absolute 
attention; when I was in the car, I had no choice but to 
be in the moment.  Lesson, execution; lesson, execu-
tion; over and over.  Yes, we were going fast; but with-
in that exhilaration, there was also a sense of control 
and confidence.   

 

     Without doubt, this experience carved an indelible 
impression in my memory bank. . . and in my soul.  I 
―get‖ the DE. 

 

     As advertised, our Niagara Region‘s Porsche Club 
of America Driver Education program is ―a non-
competitive driving event, focusing on learning high 

performance driving techniques in a controlled 
environment.‖   As you can see, to imply that this 

is all it is 
diminishes 
its scope 
and im-
portance.  
Embedded 
in that 
advertised 
goal is our 
club‘s un-
flagging 

insistence on safety, respect for other drivers, 
and having a realistic understanding of one‘s 
vehicle and personal driving abilities.  Then, ad-
ditionally, something else happens.  Something 
akin to creating a community of kindred sprits--
indeed, a sense of family—manifests itself as a 
type of humanistic, ―value-added feature.‖  And 
you get a T-shirt. 

 

     I found this out for myself. . . now, it‘s your 
turn. . . do it; give it a go.  I‘ll see you at the 
Spring DE. 

 

Walking the track 

Seneca Lodge 
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Country Ride 

By Art Kriesen 

Photos 

By Sue Reesen 

 

     Seven refugees from the canceled winery tour 
decided that Saturday, October 23, was just too nice 
a day to waste. So with very short notice they 
formed up at Webster Park and set out on a drive in 

the country 
that was cob-
bled together 
largely from 
Rochester 
Bicycling 
Club Touring 
maps. The 
route 
stretched 
from the Bay 

Outlet in the west to the old Sodus Point light house 
in the east, with some just for fun detours. 

  

     The first such deviation was a swoop down Pel-
lett Road, being watchful for deer, fox, coyote and 

other wild life. 
Pellett bor-
ders the Gos-
nell Big 
Woods, a 
recent town 
acquisition. 
Back on to 
Lake Road 
and heading 
west brought 

us to the Bay Outlet for a short stop and some pic-
tures. Then reversing course we headed east on 
Lake Road through the famous Webster Esses and 
on to the next just for fun turn at Ontario Center 

Road for a 
brief chance 
to clean the 
plugs. At Brick 
Church (yes, 
there is actu-
ally a brick 
church there) 
we turned left 
to Knickback-
er and back 

on Lake. The Old Sodus Point Light House is now a 

museum perched on a bluff with great lake views 
for 180 
degrees.  

  

     So far, 
much of 
the drive 
was simi-
lar to pre-
vious So-
dus break-

fast runs. The difference this time was in the re-
turn trip. Starting with a run south on route 14 
past the boat yard to Glover was where the fun 
began. Most of the land just south of the lake is 

flat, but 
not here. 
The next 
five or so 
miles were 
more like 
a roller 
coaster 
ride. Her-
man cor-
ner (ask 

Brad about that next time you see him) invoked 
PSM for an instant and then it was up and down, 
left and right. What fun! It was Salmon Creek, 
Christian Holler, Mud, Bear Swamp...well, you 
get the idea. 

  

     Alto-
gether it 
was about 
70 miles 
and two 
and a half 
hrs.  

  

     Oh, and the Sun came out too.   A perfect 
Porsche day. 

Fall color 

Irondequoit Bay Outlet 

Looking back 

Taking a break 

Farm market 

The lake road 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Condition all the rubber including tires and all rubber 
gaskets.  Use a good conditioner such as Gummi 
Pflege.  Stay away from silicone-based 
―protectants‖. 

 

 

 

Storing your Porsche 

by Pedro P. Bonilla Gold Coast region PCA 

 
We are blessed here in Florida that we don‘t have to 
store our cars for winter and we get to drive them all year. 

But, for many of our members, Florida is their second 
home.  That means that they probably have to store their 
Porsche for an extended period of time either here or at 
their primary place of residency. 

 
So, here is the procedure for storing: 

  

Find a suitable storage facility.  A garage is fine but 

Really clean the wheels.  Brake dust is corro-
sive.  The best way is to remove each one 
and clean the inside as well.  Use a product 
such as P21-S.  Waxing the wheels after-
wards is a great idea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flush the brake/clutch fluid.  This fluid is 
very hygroscopic, meaning that it ab-
sorbs water and must be replaced 
every 2 years or sooner. 

 

Change the Oil and Oil Filter.  Old oil can 
have corrosive characteristics (acid). 
Top off all other fluids as well (coolant/
antifreeze, windshield washer, power 
steering fluid, etc.). 
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Fill the tank half way with gasoline.  Add a good fuel 
stabilizer, such as StaBil and finish filling com-
pletely.  By driving the car from the gas station to 
your storage facility the newly stabilized gas will 
start to run through the system, especially the 
injectors.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fully extract and lubricate the radio antenna mast (if 
present) then retract. 

 

Close all openings such windows, doors and A/C 
vents.  You may want to put some cedar chips or 
moth balls in the cabin and around the outside to 
repel mice and other vermin.  If storing in non-
humidity controlled conditions, place a couple of 
desiccant bags in the cabin. Put plastic bags se-
cured with rubber bands over the exhaust tips 
when they have cooled off. 

 

 

 

Over inflate the tires to 45-50 psi and leave the car 
on the ground.  Don‘t raise the car off the ground 
on stands.  The suspension components are 
meant to bear the weight of the car, not hang 
from it. 

 

Leave the car in gear (or in Park for an automatic). 

Do not set the parking brake. 

 

For convertible tops leave them relaxed, 
by opening the main latch.  This won‘t 
keep the fabric stretched over an ex-
tended time.  Same for Targa tops. 

 

Prop up the windshield wipers off the 
glass with a small block of wood or 
similar. 

 

Make sure you have any radio or alarm 
codes noted, then disconnect and 
remove the battery.  On newer Por-
sches that have electrically operated 
trunks, make sure that the trunk can-
not be closed completely by using a 
block of wood or similar to keep it 
propped open. 

 

The removed battery should be connect-
ed with a smart trickle charger such 
as a BatteryTender.  Also top off bat-
tery fluid with distilled water.  It should 
be kept in a cool, dry place and not on 
a cement floor. 
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Cover the vehicle with a good quality car cover. 

 

Give her a goodbye kiss. 

 

I‘m of the school that thinks that not starting the car during 
storage is best.   

I say this because most engine wear happens during the 
first few seconds after startup, while the oil builds up pres-
sure and starts lubricating the engine internals. 

 

When you‘re ready to take her out again, there‘s very little 
that needs to be done, because most was done before: 

 

 

Remove the cover 

Remove the plastic bags over the exhaust tips 

Remove desiccant bags and vermin repellant from the 
cabin 

Remove windshield wiper props 

Secure the convertible or Targa top 

Replace and connect the battery 

Drop tire pressures to recommended psi 

Start the engine and let it warm up a bit 

Go for a drive! 

 

If you‘re really concerned about that initial 
startup wear, the following is the procedure that 
the Porsche Museum uses for their cars on dis-
play: 

 

Remove the spark plugs 

Spray WD-40 into each cylinder through 
the spark plug hole 

Spray WD-40 into the air intakes 

Turn over the engine by hand a couple of 
turns with a wrench on the main pulley 

Every 3 months repeat above (leave spark 
plugs out of the engine) 

Every 3 months move the car a bit to 
change the position of the wheel bear-
ings 

On a manual gearbox, shift into gear prior 
to doing above (No. 6) to move the 
transmission internals 

Drive the car every 6 months 

 

For more information on long and short-term 
storage as well as multiple DIY Projects and 
Maintenance, please visit our website at: Ped-
ro@PedrosGarage.com. 

 

Happy Porsche‘ing, 

Pedro 
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Fiddler on the roof Lots of RED 
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Find Winter Storage 



So, if you gonna dream, dream 
big. 

 

Bill Schicker found a seat in a 
GT. 

 

Look at that smile.  Jane must 
have had to pry him out of there 
with a crow bar. 

N E W S L E T T E R    O F    T H E   N I A G A R A    R E G I O N    P O R S C H E   

C L U B   O F    A M E R I C A 

Drive it like you stole it !! 

www.niagarapca.org 

Please support the businesses that 

support us: 

 John Holtz Porsche 

 Autoplace Porsche 

 Eksten Autoworks 

 Rose Garden 

 Seneca Lodge 

 T-Shirt Express 

 Niagara Hobby 

 

Advertising Rates for FLATOUT 

 

     Single Issue         Full Year 

Full page—$125    Full page—$350 

1/2 Page—$100    1/2 Page—$275 

1/4 Page—$80    1/4 Page—$225 

1/8 Page—$65    1/8 Page—$175 

     Business Card—$115 

To place an ad please contact Sue Juby at: 

  
Tel#:  (585) 321-0304 
Address: 95 Alton Way 
  W Henrietta, NY 14586 
e-mail:  sreesen1@yahoo.com 

Page 29 

mailto:sreesen1@yahoo.com

