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COMING UP THIS MONTH 

 

Click the button for our website to 
see upcoming events.  Don’t miss an 

opportunity join in the fun. 
 

 

 

 

 

Don’t Miss Any NRPCA Social Events 

Sign up for Sue Juby’s  

E-mail notifications by sending 

Sue an e-mail at:  

secretary@niagarapca.org 

 

 

http://www.niagarapca.org/
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As I write this, there is a thunderstorm rolling through outside my window which is 
reminding me that our summer driving season is likewise barreling through. 
Somewhat quickly I might add. So, what’s happening you might ask? 
 
Well, we had rather BIG NEWS brought home to us by Dan Deegan and Alice 
Radloff from Parade in Traverse City. Not only did Dan and Alice win for their 
beautifully detailed 968 (again!) they also brought home additional hardware. We 
all ought to be very proud for having been awarded the Ferry Porsche trophy for 
First runner up Region of the Year from the National Awards at Parade. 
 
To be thus selected from 139 other PCA Clubs is quite an honor and deservedly 
so. The award is testament to past president Jim Arendt’s work leading the Club 
for our 50th Anniversary Year, and of course, to all the volunteers who helped 
make last year so special. Thank you one and all. 
 
So, although summer is fast winding down, be reminded that there remains a 
host of events new and old waiting for you to take advantage of. Get out there, meet and mingle with your fellow Club mem-
bers, and enjoy the best our beloved P-cars and friends have to offer. 
 
 
Regards, 
Rich 
 
 
Onward, 
  
 
 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE: 

 

Want to advertise your business in Flatout?  Well now you can.  Contact 

Sue Juby at secretary@niagarapca.org for details and cost options. 

Don’t forget to send me your stories and pictures.  There is no Flatout 

without them. 

 

Tom Lyons 

Editor Flatout 
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July—August 2013  Members Report 

 

Member Stats 

Primary Members 408 

Affiliate Members 278 

Life Members 1 

Transfers in 1 

Transfers out 2 

Renewals 37 

Non renewals 7 

Total Members 687 

 

Welcome To Our New July Members – 

 Artemowych, William T. 

 Cimino, Vincent C. 

 Daniel, Roger H. 

 DeMocker, JasonWensel, Andrew 

 Miller, Leslie 

 Reynolds, Paul 

 Steck, Marcus K. 

 Vona, Keith R. 

  

Welcome To Our New August Members – 

 Jacobs, John J. 

 Quinlivan, Kevin 

 Rhine, Ryan E. 

 Trock, Daniel 

 White, William C. III 

  

JULY PCA ANNIVERSARIES 

Last Name First Name Anniversary 

Keating  Linda  45 

Baran  Jay  30 

Buckley  Stuart  10 

Murray  Patti  10 

McDonald Dan  5 

McDonald Steven  5 

Schmitz  Bill  5 

Schmitz  Theresa  5 

Brigito  Don  1 

Coumount Michael  1 

Fashano  Jim  1 

Fashano  Lisa  1 

Galante  Dominic  1 

Hanson  Jennette  1 

Hoy  Lisa  1 

Provvidenza Joseph  1 

Schule  Ned  1 

 

AUGUST PCA ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Last Name First Name Anniversary 

Cole  Sam  15 

Keyes  Thomas  15 

Nesbitt  William  15 

Barbagallo Tony  5 

Barbagallo Christa  5 

Coppola Stephen  5 

Morse  Kayla  5 

Palmer  Anna  5 

Brezezniak Jon  1 

Conable  Kevin  1 

Greco  Christina 1 

Mercone Angelo  1 

Mercone Nicola  1 

Miller  Kennith  1 

Olson  Derek  1 

Olson  Petra  1 

Ragone  Cono  1 

Ragone  Kathleen 1 
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Graycliff 

Niagara Celebrates Frank Lloyd Wright 

By 

Tom Lyons & Tony Frandina 

Photos by Tom & Babs Lyons & Tony Frandina 

 

We started our FLW celebration with a drive to Graycliff on the shores of Lake Erie west of Buffa-
lo.  I lead a small group leaving from Rochester and Joe Prinzbach lead a much larger group 
from Buffalo.  I can’t talk about the about how vigorous the Buffalo group’s drive was but I can tell 
you, the group from Rochester was moving along at a pretty good clip.  Here is a very short story 
about Graycliff that I copied from the Graycliff web page and I give them full credit for it. 

 

The Graycliff Story 

 

The Graycliff Estate was designed by Frank Lloyd Wright 
between 1926-31 for Isabelle R. Martin, wife of industrial-
ist Darwin Martin.  

 

The family owned the property until, after the deaths of Isabelle and Darwin Martin, 
their descendents sold the property (c. 1951) to the Piarist Fathers, an order of Ro-
man Catholic Priests from Hungary, who used 
Graycliff as their motherhouse.  

 

The Fathers altered the property substantially 
for their own uses, adding additional buildings 
and structures that obscured Wright’s vision 
for nearly fifty years.  

 

In 1997, with only a handful of elderly priests 
remaining, they put Graycliff up for sale.  

 

Although many people considered purchasing Graycliff, the only offer the 
Fathers received was from a developer, who wished to tear down the build-
ings to build condominiums on the prime lake front location.  

 

Carol Bronnenkant and her family were among those who looked at the 
property. Fearing its demise, Bronnenkant called several public meetings to ask the public to save Graycliff.  

 

From those meetings, the Graycliff Conservancy was born. Incorporated as a non-profit shortly thereafter, the Con-
servancy was founded specifically to acquire, preserve, restore and make accessible to the public the Graycliff Es-
tate.  

http://graycliffestate.org/


Page 9 
JULY—AUGUST 2013 

Graycliff 

 

A true grass-roots success story, in a little over a decade, the Graycliff Conservancy has acquired the property, 
completed well over half of all restoration, and created the Pavilion Visitor Center to welcome thousands of visitors 
annually. 

 

When both groups met up at Graycliff around 11:00, we had 25 cars on hand 
including a few non Porsches (but that’s OK, we are a lenient club).  After we 
got everyone settled down we took the short walk from our parking area to the 
gift shop where our 11:30 tours were to start.  My cousin, Shannon Lyons, 

had everything under con-
trol with tour guides ready 
to split us into two groups 
for our tours.  The start was 
a little disjointed as people 
kept wandering into the 
bathroom or the gift shop or 
someplace else but once we got everyone connected to a tour group, the 
actual tours went flawlessly. 

 

Babs and I were with the 
second tour group led by docent Jerry.   Jerry interlaced his talk with infor-
mation about the house, stories about Frank Lloyd Wright and the ever run-
ning battle between the home owners, the Martins, and FLW.  Jerry made it 

VERY clear that while FLW was a 
genius architect, he was not the nic-
est person.  Many of Jerry’s stories 
sprang for the pages of letters be-
tween the Martins and FLW and 
clearly demonstrated the level of fric-
tion between owner and architect.  Frank could be very insistent but then again the 
owners could push back to what they wanted too.  Isabelle certainly got her well-
lighted house.  It amazed me that FLW could be so demanding and in my opinion 
insolent to Darwin Martin, the man who kept FLW afloat financially for almost his en-
tire career. 

 

The feedback that I heard from the Niagara group was all positive.  A few 
people had been to Graycliff before but still enjoyed this tour as they were 
able to see the progress from their previous trip and to learn new things 
about the house, the owners and FLW.  This is one of those places you 
want to come back to and kind of get to know the Martins and FLW.  May-
be Niagara will do this tip again in a few years. 

 

The day was already a great Porsche club event but it was about to get 
better with a picnic at Tony Frandina’s conveniently 1.5 miles down the 
road from Graycliff.  The format for the picnic was members brought their 
own outdoor seating and whatever beverage they wanted.  Tony arranged 
for the catering consisting of several different dishes and served buffet 
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Graycliff 

style.  The food was excellent; the company was friendly and the view, WOW.  We had great views of Buffalo and my boy-
hood playground, Crystal Beach ONT.  We will have to see if we can pair up another event next year to go with Tony’s pic-
nic. 

 

Tony’s report on the picnic follows. 

 

Another successful Porsche Club picnic was held at my home in Derby and, 
thankfully, the weather was fantastic.  This was the 4th (or 5th) picnic we had with 
very agreeable weather.  I shudder to think of what we would have done if we had 
thunderstorms.  

 

Prior to D-day, Dianne and I planned decorations, chose the menu and made sure 
all was ready for the hot & hungry crowd.  Well, no one seemed disappointed.  No 
blackfly bites, poison ivy encounters, or severe sunburn.  The only fatalities may 
have been spilled beans and beer.  That was tolerable.  

 

Several of the newer members and others I haven't met previously were in attend-
ance.  Namely, Jim Bourne and guest Lee, Windsor Anderson, our Canadian 
members Terry & Irene Orr and Scott & Jennifer Webb, and even Bill & Jane 
Schicker came all the way from Arizona to attend! 

 

Hopefully, next year's event will be as successful as this was. It was fun!! 
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Boynton House 

Niagara Region Porsche Club of America at the Boynton House 

By 

Johan Spijker 

 

 When you have a rain or shine event scheduled in the sum-
mer in Rochester, you don't usually worry about triple digit heat in-
dexes, but that's what happened when Jane Parker and Fran Cosen-
tino hosted their second open house for the NRPCA club in July. 
Luckily, there was plenty of liquid refreshment to help everyone stay 
cool, and the shade in the back yard was a welcome relief. 

 

 Once again, almost 30 club members were escorted 
through the over 100 year old, Frank Lloyd Wright designed house 
on Rochester's East Boulevard by Jane Parker. Jane's passion and 
knowledge of the house, Rochester's only Frank Lloyd Wright build-
ing, are evident as she explained many of the Wright design details 
and nuances that help showcase Wright's iconic influence in Ameri-
can architecture. I would refer anyone who's interested in the details 
of the house to go to our website Flatout archives http://
cdn.niagarapca.org/page_assets/assets/357/original/Flatout_July_2012.pdf?1343854008 and look up Jerry Zack's great 
article from last July, 2012. Although I didn’t go on the tour this year, I did get a chance to see Jane and Fran’s garage this 
year, a work in progress last year. The garage is a fitting ‘home’ for the wonderful car collection and wonderfully balanced 
with the authenticity of the architect.  

 

 At the conclusion of the 
evening’s festivities, Tom Lyons 
presented Jane and Fran with a 
thank you gift in the form of a Frank 
Lloyd Wright window to display in 
their house. Rich DeAsis, our Chap-
ter President also showed off our 
PCA First Runner-Up Chapter 
Award that was presented to Dan 
Deegen and Alice Radloff at the 
PCA Parade in Michigan last month. 
As Rich said, “After all the events in 
celebrating our 50th anniversary last 
year, what would it take to win first 
prize.” Rich especially thanked Past 
President Jim Arendt and all the 
many volunteers for making all the 
events go off so smoothly last year.  
Rich also acknowledged Dan Dee-
gen and Alice Radloff for again win-
ning their 968 class at the con-
course at the Porsche Parade this 
year. Congratulations to Dan and 
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Boynton House 

Alice for another beautiful trophy to go with all the others in their home. I suspect they may need one of their Pole barns to 
hold them all. 

 

 On a final note, I'd like to thank 
Jane and Fran for their generosity in opening 
up their wonderful home to the club again 
this year. It takes a lot of work to do the 
event so effortlessly, and they did it without 
breaking a sweat - a mean trick on such a 
warm evening. Thanks also to Fran for his 
homemade Consentinos and Margaritas, 
and to the volunteers who helped set up the 
food and adult beverages. It was another 
wonderful event that showcased not only a 
historically significant house but the friends 
that give the word 'home' its true meaning. 
Now, what can we do for an encore? 
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Cars and Stars 

Cars and Stars 

By 

John Jerabeck 

 

On Saturday June 16, thirty three members, spouses and guests from our NRPCA club participated in the Stars and Cars 
event.  We met for dinner at the Bristol Harbor Resort lodge overlooking Canandaigua Lake.  The beverages and food were 
excellent, the weather a little cool, and the view of Canandaigua Lake was spectacular.  The deep blue water of the lake was 
nestled between the rolling green hills.   

 

After dinner, everyone rounded up to sign the Waivers and some of us set up car pools for the drive to the Mees Observatory 
for the Stars part of the evening.  After leaving Bristol Harbor, we drove past some of the amazing "cottages" along the East-
ern shore of the lake.  I would not be surprised if a few Wall St. Hedge Fund Managers have summer homes along that 
drive.  Shortly after leaving the lake shore, we started driving up, up and more up towards the observatory.  The Mees Ob-
servatory is operated by the University of Rochester Astronomy Club and is located on the highest point in Ontario county at 
2,260 feet above sea level.  We soon realized why car pools were encouraged.  The final 1/4 mile climb was up a steeply 
inclined, erosion rutted gravel driveway.   

 

Our first stop was at the U of R meeting center where we used a relatively small portable telescope to view the surface of the 
crescent moon.  This was followed by an interesting history of the U of R meeting center facility.  The building and grounds 
were originally the summer vacation home of Mr. Frank Gannett who was the founding owner of the Gannett Newspaper 
Empire.  His widow donated the home and land to the U of R in 1964.  The observatory was built in the 1960s and named 
after Mr. Kenneth Mees, who was the founding director of the Kodak Research Laboratories.  Among Mr Mees's many ac-
complishments was the development of sensitive photographic films for use in astronomy.   

 

The astronomer then delivered an interesting presentation about what one would see when moving out from the surface of 
the earth into our solar system, continuing on past Pluto and out into our Milky Way Galaxy and then further and further out 
to the limits of what can currently be observed.... light that left a star approximately 13 billion years ago. The images were 
amazing and the distances involved and size of the Universe were challenging to comprehend.  After coffee and donuts, it 
was time to head back to the cars for the final climb to the observatory dome.  Some daring Porsches made the climb, but I 
was glad of the extra ground clearance in our all-wheel drive 
Subaru Outback.  Perhaps the NRPCA should recruit some 
Cayenne owners?   

 

When we arrived at the Observatory, the bright crescent moon 
was visible in the twilight sky hanging right over the dome.  Af-
ter entering the building, we filed upstairs to the observation 
deck and rotated the dome to allow the main telescope to point 
at the moon. This telescope used a 24 inch diameter reflecting 
lens and the details of the moon's mountains, valleys and cra-
ters were amazingly clear.  Next was the main show of the 
evening.....Saturn and the famous Rings.  We again rotated the 
dome to point and focus the big telescope on Saturn.  We all 
had multiple chances to climb the short ladder and look into the 
telescope eyepiece.  On this clear night, Saturn and the Rings 
were quite an quite amazing sight.  We even observed 4 or 5 of 
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Cars and Stars 

Saturn's moons clustered around the plant.  We have all seen pic-
tures of Saturn on TV or in magazines, but to actually see it with 
your eye was really spectacular.  

 

After everyone had a chance to see Saturn, many of us went out-
side on to the second story observation deck and our astronomer 
hosts pointed out the visible constellations, bright stars and galax-
ies.  Particularly interesting is one of the closer galaxies called An-
dromeda.  It contains about one trillion stars and is similar in ap-
pearance to our Milky Way Galaxy.  He mentioned that in about 
3.75 billion years, Andromeda and the Milky Way will collide and 
form a giant new galaxy.  We also saw the International Space Sta-
tion as it orbited around the earth at 17,200 MPH.  It looked like a 
fast moving very bright star low above the horizon.  We also ob-
served a very bright flare of light from one of the Iridium communica-
tion satellites.  In both cases we were seeing sunlight from the day-
light side of the earth, reflecting off the orbiting platforms down to us on the dark side of the earth.   

 

That concluded the observation highlights for the evening and folks started heading back to their cars for the exciting trip 
back down.  

 

Note: The Mees Observatory hosts public tours throughout the summer, if interested here is their website:  http://
www.mees.rochesterastronomy.org/  
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Cars and Caves 

I could not get anyone to write an article about this terrific event but I didn't want it to go unrecognized.  Joe Prinzbach got 
the hat trick with three perfect elements of his event.  The ride from Batavia to Lockport followed some very friendly Porsche 
roads, the tour of the locks and the cave was different than anything we’d done as a club before and he topped it off with 
some terrific ice cream.  Now if I can just get him to write an article ;-) 
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Cars and Goats and Cheese 

Goats – Cheese – Wine 

By 

Tom Needell 

 

Saturday August 17 was a beautiful day – sunny, warm but not too hot. In other words, a great day for a ride in your Porsche 
– or 21 people in 11 Porsches. Tom & Babs brought the group from Eastview to the Ramada in Geneva. We then took 96A 
south through places like Sampson – home of a state park and a veteran’s cemetery, Ovid, Lodi and down to the village of 
Interlaken. Just as we got to the intersection in Lodi where 96A takes a left turn, my brain farted and we had to backtrack a 
little. We followed 96A a couple of miles south and then turned onto County Road 142 and Lively Run Goat Dairy. 

Now for the goats. Our guide at Lively Run was Peter  who is also the cheese maker.  We had a lot of time to visit with the 
goats most of whom were eager to have a chance to have their ears scratched and to look for any possible source of food. 
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Cars and Goats and Cheese 

They do eat most anything that they find including purses, long hair, straw hats, but 
we didn’t seem to have anything missing when we left. Peter was very informative 
talking about the goats, their diet, and answered any questions that we had. I know 
that I learned a lot and may become a goat herder in my next career. 

We got to see the milking parlor and milk storage areas. For sanitary reasons, we 
weren’t able to go into the cheese making room, but could see it through a window. 
We also sampled some delicious goat cheese - chevre. Its available in many herbal 
varieties as well as blue. 

Bill Schicker & I were talking and discovered that we both went to the same small 
school growing up in rural Genesee County. Of course, I was there a couple decades 
before Bill. 

It was just a quick run over to the Americana Winery. Americana is part of the Cayuga 
Wine Trail. The winery let us use their pavilion in the back for sandwiches that we had 
made by Sue Kirton at her farm market in Hector. The rolls were baked that morning 
at the market. 

Americana is a real laid back 
winery. Most of the group partici-
pated in the tasting. We each got to sample about 7 different wines. 
Rather than have us stand at a bar, they put us in a circle and brought 
the wine around the circle. I liked that as we had more interaction since 
we were facing each other. The wines were excellent and our hostess-
es were knowledgeable and friendly. 

Most members left after the tasting, but Ian, Carmen and Sylvanna 
joined us for a ride back to Lodi to see a herd of water buffalo. There is 
a farm in Lodi that raises water buffalo and makes cheese from the 
milk. Anyone interested in seeing pictures of the herd, they can be 
found at Ithacawaterbuffalo.com. 

I think that we accomplished our goal. We took a ride in the finest cars 
made, enjoyed the camaraderie of our fellow club members, and put a 
little variety into our lives.  
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Click on ad to visit website 

http://www.tintshop.com/
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Niagara Awards 

 

Niagara Region took First Runner-Up for the Ferry Porsche "Region of the Year" at the National Awards from the 2013 Trav-
erse City Parade. 

 

This award is based on a number of factors including level of activity, membership growth, community activity, multi-region 
participation, newsletter and website effectiveness, and other factors. 

 

Niagara's success is in large part due to our previous President, Jim Arendt, and all his efforts. 

 

A big "Thank You" to all of our volunteers and to everyone who attends the events and makes them such a great time. 

 

Niagara’s website also won 5th place for our size region.  Congrats to Sue Reeson for all her work. 

 

Congratulations are also extended to Niagara's Dan Deegan and Alice Radloff who won All Series Model Years 1994 - 2003, 
Class PP11F - Full 968 at the 2013 Porsche Parade Concours! 
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The Zotter Report 
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Dinner with the Riesentoter 

Region 

Dinner with the Riesentoter Region 

By  

Sue Juby 

 

Twenty four Niagara Region members attended dinner and cocktails at the historic Roycroft Inn in East Aurora.  There to 
meet us were thirty members of the Philadelphia area’s Riesentoter Region.  An enjoyable evening was had by all. 

 

The Roycroft Inn is beautiful and unique, a part of the 
Roycroft Campus originally started in 1897 by Elbert 
Hubbard for artisans and craftsmen. Considered a 
center of entrepreneurship, creativity and learning, it 
was a hub of activity with over five hundred working 
artisans and craftsmen and drew visitors from fara-
way places. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Per the website: 

 

In 1905 the Roycroft Inn was opened to accommodate visitors and artisans looking to experience this emerging 
community and style. The Inn became a cen-
ter of activity for this community. In 1986, 
The Roycroft Inn, as part of the Roycroft 
Campus, received National Historic Land-
mark status. Over a nine year period, with 
support from the Margaret L. Wendt Founda-
tion, The Inn was meticulously underwent an 
$8 million dollar restoration to return it to its 
original splendor. It was re-opened for guests 
in 1995. 

 

The Inn is full of handcrafted lamps, chairs and tables.  
The walls and ceiling are trimming with beautiful wood 
and rafters. 

 

Cheerfully greeted by their Social Director, Wendy 
Walton, we started with cocktails and appetizers in the 
Craftman Lounge.  The Riesentoter group was very 
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Dinner with the Riesentoter 

Region 

friendly and we enjoyed stories of their drive up through wind and rain that finally ended in a beautiful day.  

 

Dinner was in a private banquet room and consisted of a choice of prime rib, rack of lamb, grilled salmon and pasta pri-
mavera.   

I managed to get a taste of three of the options and they were delicious!  Wendy made a welcoming speech and turned the 
floor over to our President, Rich DeAsis.  Rich had come up with a special gift for the attendees, custom bottles of Glenora 
Rieslingtoter wine. The Riesentoter members seemed to really enjoy the gift. 

 

Dinner finished with yummy crème brûlée. Wendy suggested that Niagara should come down to their area for a weekend in 
Philadelphia, Valley Forge and King of Prussia. I think that sounds like a great idea! 

 

 

Pictures by Sue Juby 

& Lynette Zack 
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Click on ad to visit website 

http://northtowncollisioncentre.com/
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Cars & Coffee 

Cars & Coffee 

By 

Tom Lyons 

 

Finally there was a Cars & Coffee event that was close enough to Rochester that 
Babs and I didn’t have to get up at the “butt crack of Dawn” to attend.  August 3rd 
turned out to be a drop dead gorgeous day as we headed out towards Albion and the 
Crooked Door Tavern.  Mark Pelkey arranged the location and accommodations, or so 
he thought.   

 

We got there in plenty of time and enjoyed watching the various Porsches arrive one 
or two at a time from all different directions.  You could hear them coming down the 
road.  It sounded fantastic. 

 

Since I had the club’s debit card I went to speak to the owner about paying the bill.  I 
was thinking we were getting coffee and a few bagels and muffins.  I was blown back 
to learn that the owner brought in extra help that morning and bought all kinds of 
breakfast food to offer us a full sit down breakfast for $11.00 a head!  This was not 
what we arranged for so we had to rethink the situation.  Mark negotiated with the 
owner to drop the price to $10.00 a head which the club paid ½ of and each member 
paid $5.00 to cover the remainder.  We went a little over budget but it was a great 

event so it was worth 
it. 

 

I hope Mark schedules more coffee & cars events that Babs 
and I can get to.  I know he will get the details nailed down 
on the particulars. 
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Click on ad to visit website 

http://www.senecalodge.com/
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Breakfast Club 

Breakfast Club – Aug 11, 2013 

By 

Rob Dean 

 

Well this is a summary of a NRPCA Breakfast Club that took place on Aug 11, 2013. It was over a year in the making, since 
my plan for 2012 got rained out.  This year was different, it may have been one of these nicest summer days of 2013, sunny, 
coolish , and perfect.  

The “design” of this run is different than any other that I had planned before.  Typically we go on a 2 hour “romp” of pre-
planned back roads, end up at a destination restaurant for a bite, and then all are on their own for getting home.  This time 
it’s a 10 hour marathon drive to route PA44 in Pennsylvania, sometimes called the “Tail of the Dragon – North”.  Many of us 
know about the Tail of the Dragon on the NC/
Tenn border. I drove it 2 years ago, 318 turns in 
11 miles! It’s a great experience, the roads sur-
rounding the “Tail” are more fun than the Tail 
itself.  The only problem is it is 1000 miles to 
get there!  So my objective is to have the same 
experience within my own “back yard”, and 
have some NRPCAers enjoy it with me. 

Sunday morning is here.  The start location is 
Batavia. Planned departure is 7a.  I arrive at 
640a and there are 8 Porsche waiting for me, 
with me included, we make 9 and this is our run 
group.  So it appears to me that this group is a 
little anxious since they all arrived before me, 
this is a good sign.  Many of the participants 
have been on runs with me before, Art K., Don 
S., Joe P, Sanjay G.  They know what to expect 
and they are “game drivers”.  I just need to 
meet their expectations!  Now I’m the one who 
is a little anxious. There is a special treat, Bill 
and Cheryl Barrett are here.  I haven’t seen Bill/
Cheryl in 22 years, from when I first joined the NRPCA.  It’s a great re-union, all are well. However Bill doesn’t show up with 
his brown 82 911 SC. This is the last Porsche I 
can remember Bill had 22 years ago (and still 
has it). Bill and Cheryl are piloting a gunmetal 
grey 997 Carrera S with a “aero package”.  Nice 
ride!  Also in our group is a 996 Turbo, 968, 
Boxster, Boxster Spyder, 993 (with straight ex-
haust!) Cayman and me in my RSA.  We are an 
awesome sight, full of sound, fat tires, tops 
down.  

The route plan is not to take any 4 lane high-
ways, only secondary surface roads.  Generally 
Rt98, 20a, 19, 305, 417, 44, Rt 220 (the turna-
round) 120, 144, 44, 305, 19, 20a 98.  We’re off!  
We behave ourselves going through Batavia till 
when get to the 2nd half of Rt 98 we open things 
up.  Spurts of triple digits on desolate roads.  
Man this group is tight!  I swear that we are nev-
er a mile apart for 9 Porsches.  
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It’s a nylon rope with individual throttles all un-
derstanding the driver in front of them and trust-
ing the driver behind them.  We stop for gas just 
across the NY/PA state line.  We haven’t yet 
reached Rt 44 (the destination).  Many of the 
participants indicate they’re having a blast, I 
smirk, the best is yet to come.  We also have 
another special guest, Jason F. from Upper Can-
ada Region.  He driving a hot 993.  He’s been 
behind me and I have been trying to shake him, 
but he is good, real good!  There is definitely a 
“kindred spirit” and that’s a good thing.  So dur-
ing the gas break Jason F. indicates that he has 
driven Rt.44 before and the rest of the group 
have “no idea what they are in for…”  Another 
smirk emerges.  We finally hit Rt.44 and we are 
hard driving probably 30 miles of smooth road, 
canopied with shade and fog, no stop signs, 
traffic lights and an occasional other car (that’s 
another story).  Enough twists, turns, elevations 
changes to make you hyper aware of your envi-
ronment.  Nice!! I had planned on a lunch time 
stop at Hyner Mountain to take some pics and a 
break, but it was a bust.  So we get back on 
Rt.44 for Jersey Shore, we drive past the 
“ranch” that we did a turn around in, I know the 
owner now has a loaded shot gun near the front 
porch to prevent any second episodes, I sit low 
in my seat as we go past.  

 

As I mentioned earlier, we are an awesome 
sight, 9 Porsches with heat mirages rising, pull-
ing into Jersey Shore Pa.  Jersey Shore is a 
very small town, but is has some car culture.  I 
come to the 1st traffic light, and at the cross 
road is a slammed VW rabbit, the driver sees us 
and I read her lips “What the F#$%!” Funny!  
We find a restaurant for a lunch break.  Pull into 
the parking lot, we must be a lot louder that I 
think.  The kitchen staff come out the back door, 
we get embraced with pictures of tricked Audi, 
stories of slammed Jettas, its good, all good.  
Most of us go in for lunch and they are treated 
very well.  Some of us brought our packed lunch 
and decide to stay in the parking lot.  More car 
culture erupts.  A local drives by with a Boxster, 
a Porsche clinic develops in the parking lot, 
“how do I get rid of a whistling noise from the 
front cover....?  There is a zillion root cause 
concepts, some more probable than others.  
Nonetheless, a great conversation with PCA 
know how to boot.  
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Lunch is done and ready for the re-
turn drive.  Now I have a prior last 
minute agreement/arrangement with 
Jason F. from Upper Canada.  He 
tells me that Rt 120/144 is better than 
Rt 44, so I give him the nod and tell 
him to lead the way.  To tell you the 
truth, I am really interested if he can 
shake me along the route.  We are 
off!  Tight pack all in harmony.  Yes 
the return route is asphalt bliss.  Oc-
casional drift, numerous down shifts, 
a couple of off camber tight turns.  
We’re all the better for it, and NO he 
didn’t shake me!  The day is starting 
to become long, we are into hour 8.  
Some of use peel off for more direct 
routes to home.  I go the long course. 

We take a break along the way, it’s 
amazing what you hear!  A utility truck 
pulls up and tell us how we passed 
him back on 44 north and how envi-
ous he is.  “To shoot Rt 44 in a Por-
sche has to be the best!” he exclaims.  I nod in understanding.  I get a couple of comments from participants, “I don’t think I 
have ever had this much fun in my Porsche”, “we are exhausted (with a big grin)”.  Yes indeed, this is what I was after, this is 
what it’s all about, to meet (and exceed) their expectations. 

Till next time….. 

Rob 



Page 32 
JULY—AUGUST 2013 

Tail of the Dragon 

EDITOR’S NOTE:   I LOVE IT when people send me stuff for Flatout.  That was the case when I got this string of e-mails 
forwarded to me by Art Kriesen detailing the recent Tail of the Dragon event lead by speedster Rob Dean.  This is another 
perspective on Rob’s Breakfast Club article. I want to thank Art, Rob Dean and Cheryl Barrett for making this Flatout entry 
possible.  My ramblings will be in RED while the main story will be in black and indented. 

 

We will start with Rob’s e-mail to those that RSVP’d that they were interested in participating in the spirited and long drive. 

 

HiHo! 

 

Well it looks like Sunday may be one of the nicest days of this summer. 

 

Some final details for this breakfast club event. 

 

Please arrive at the Clarion Hotel (former Holiday Inn) at Batavia, not later that 645a.  I plan on doing the drivers 
meeting then and to make certain the waiver is signed by all participants.  Make certain your Porsche tank is full 
and your personal tank is empty. Do not fear we will make fluid I/O stops along the way.  The route is planned in 
detail.  Please pack your own box lunch. We will have an early lunch at the top of Hyner Mountain and there is no 
restaurant there.  It should  be a great view!  We should arrive in Jersey Shore Pa a little after noon. We'll take a 
short break and then turn around for the 2nd half. 

 

That about it.....easy schmeezy. 

 

Got any questions? Call me. 

 

Note to Sue.(Reesen)....publish via NRPCA as you see fit. 

 

See you on Sunday! 

 

Rob 

 

 

The following note is from Cheryl Barrett after the run.  Obviously Cheryl enjoyed it.  The pictures used in this article were 
taken by Cheryl as well. 

 

 

To All, 

 

What a great day we had yesterday.  I have never slept so well.   

 

My biggest thanks to Rob for organizing this event.  The drive & roads were spectacular.  Since I wasn't paying at-
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tention to the route numbers, I am hoping that Rob will provide the route to us.  I want to take another drive on them 
and turn some friends onto the great drive.  After we broke off from the pack on the way home, I appreciated the 
lack of small towns and crossroads as Rob had promised.  Besides I have to go visit my new friend Sonny at the 
Jiffy Pup in Sweden Valley, 
PA.  Yes, I do talk to any-
one.  You should see me in 
line at the grocery store.  

 

I gleaned several hundred 
pictures down to 62 that 
captured the day as best I 
could.  Although my longer 
lens gave me the ability to 
fill the frame with the cars, 
my inability to hold it steady 
caused many of them un-
sharable.  I am not sure if it 
was the weight of the lens 
or the constant twists and 
turns. 

 

I have attached a few to 
share via email, but if you 
would like me to send you 

a cd of all 62, then send me your 
address.  I will state that Sanjay's car 
is the main character in most of them 
because he was in front of us most 
of the time.  When others had their 
turn in front of us, I was tired of tak-
ing pictures and missing the scenery. 

 

It was wonderful to see Rob and Art 
after all this time.  It also was won-
derful meeting the rest of you.  Bill 
and I had a great time spending the 
day with all of you.  We look forward 
to spending time with you again.  

 

Dawn, when you mail us back the 
photo card, please save any photos 
you would like to share on the card.  
It was so nice to have another girl 
along on the ride too.   

 

Watch the marbles, 

 

Cheryl Barrett & Bill too 
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And Finally from Art who forwarded these e-mails with Flatout in mind. 

 

Hi Tom, 

 

Knowing that you are always looking for news letter material, here is some info on the Dragon North trip.  There are 
also pictures that I will try to forward to you. They do not seem to be attached to this. 

 

I can add that this adventure was hands down the best time I've had with my car, ever!  My thanks to Rob. 

 

Art 
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Column High Gear September, 2013  

By 

Dick Badler 

 

What Was That? 

 

Are you like me?  Say you’re traipsing down the street, lost in your own thoughts and... you hear it, the blat of a highly tuned, 
high output voiture du sport. 

 

Your head does an immediate snap swivel.  Just like what happens when the doctor taps your knee with his hammer.  And 
you peer, this way, that way, for where that glorious sound is coming from. 

 

If you’re really good, you’ve already concluded that the exhaust note is coming from a flat plane crankshaft, or a turbo flat 
six, or a vintage four-banger.  You look, and look, and there it is.  Cool.  Bingo.  Chalk it up. 

 

In Denver, this involuntary tic once led me to glance up and outside a restaurant to see a Ferrari Enzo, red, just tootling 
down a side street... the only time I’ve ever seen one in actual motion on the road.   

 

Another time, I heard something... my neck swiveled... and I spotted... a Veyron in motion.  Triple black.  I was able to follow 
on foot, and saw that the thing was pulling up to a local Marriott.  But, by the time I got to the front door of the hotel, the driv-
er was gone.  So I asked the doorman who was driving.  Some rock star?  Sports hero?  Celebrity?  “No,” he said, “some 
guy.  He just parked it and went in.” 

 

In LA a few months ago, I was cruising in traffic in a rental on Santa Monica Boulevard from the 405, on my way to West LA 
on a Sunday morning to meet my daughter and son-in-law for brunch and, when I got to the cross streets that exit from Bev-
erly Hills, what passed across my bow?  An Aventador.   

 

Then there was the Vector in Santa Monica a few years ago.  And the Blower Bentley in Laguna Beach, with a Colorado 
Grand sticker on it.  Parked at a meter, like the guy was about to come back with his Starbucks frappe.  I have a photo of this 
one. 

 

I know, I know, what you see in ten seconds in Monterey in August trumps my spottings  to smithereens.  But I haven’t made 
it to Monterey in August... yet.  I’m still adding to my own list.  And, besides, you expect it there.  Even though a high percent-
age of high-dollar exotics and classics were probably trucked in, and never went anywhere.  I think it’s much more fun when 
the spotting is a chance dichotomy with everyday vehicular conveyances.  In the real world.  When you least expect it. 

 

So, when I spent a week in Paris last month, I kept a list. 

 

Now, understand, Paris is, in my considered opinion, the finest walking city on earth.  Wherever you look, it’s the best picture 
postcard you’ve ever seen. 

 

But the streets are chock-a-block with mini-hatches.  Smarts.  The Toyota version.  And a sea of econoboxes we don’t see 
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here - Seats, Skodas, Citroens, Peugeots, creating hardly enough room for all the scooters - including those crazy Piaggios 
with the two front wheels - to squeeze to the front of the queue at every stoplight. 

 

Which made it all the more startling when, my first of three and a half days on foot, I watched as a vintage Bugatti, bleu, 
Type 35, je crois, literally wheezed into this miasma.  Mind you, this was a weekday morning. 

 

And it made the Audi R8, white, look all the more startling, later in the day.  The same goes for the MGB GT, BRG, and the 
‘30s Citroen, black.  All in the traffic zoo.  Where were they going?  Why? 

 

Day two saw a 599 GTB, fly yellow, a red 328 GTS, with the top on.  This one I admired for quite a while.  My foot speed was 
about the same as his, along the Quay D’Orsay.   

 

Let me make something clear.  There were plenty of Porsches, mostly 911s and Boxsters.  They were easy to spot.  You just 
looked for something squat in a sea of shrunken panel trucks that seem like they’ll tip over in a crosswind, onto one of the 
Porsches.  I didn’t even bother to write them down. 

 

No, what stopped me in my tracks was the Caterham on day three, brushed metal body, that big number 7 painted in the 
front radiator grill.  Just immaculate.  Then I saw another 599. And a few Astons. 

 

When I passed Avanti Motorsports, near the Eiffel Tower, I discovered that anyone in Paris can join in the fun, if they have 
the means.  In their showroom was a 356 coupe, baby blue, a Healey 3000, a real 289 Cobra, with two exhaust pipes exiting 
just behind the passenger door... and what sure looked like a real D-Type Jag, fin behind the cockpit and all.  I didn’t go in to 
verify.  I was moving on foot, in Paris. 

 

I know, I shouldn’t count these, they weren’t actually on the street.  But, hey, this was in a business/residential quatier, adja-
cent to a patisserie and a clothing boutique. 

 

The last day, another Caterham, BRG, with a couple inside, inching up the Rue de Rennes.  All I could think of was, where 
do they put their shopping bags? 

 

A few nutty “voitures Americaine.”  A Cadillac Fleetwood Brougham, one or two ‘80s Mustangs, a C-4 Vette, with the Euro-
market license plate wrapped around the American-size inlay.  What do these people do for parts? 

 

I didn’t have a clue.  I was too busy, adding to my list of cool cars, on foot, in Paris, the greatest walking city on earth. 

 

The next time you’re out and about in a big city, I’d like to tell you to look and listen.  But, if you’re like me, I don’t think I have 
to.  Just don’t stop, you’re making good time.   
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A Race Car named #50  

By  

Lou Betstadt  

 

Note: My editor ramblings will be in RED to distinguish my comments 
from Lou’s and the teams remarks which are in black and indented.  

 

Lou and his team of volunteers never cease to amaze me.  This 
team of dedicated VOLUNTEERS (let me say that again so it sinks 
in….VOLUNTEERS) are kicking butt in F class.  They are very high 
in points nationally right now, ahead of teams with paid staff.  That 
certainly arouses my soul. 

 

 

Lou tells us below where the team is now after Mosport. 

 

 

Hi Tom, 
 
You may have heard by now, we took First Place in "F" Class in each of the two Sprint Races and the Enduro 
Race as well in Mosport. A trifecta! Paul R. and Aaron were with me, but as you know Joe and Paul D. were 
with us in spirit as well. The old Eksten engine (with over 210 race hours on it; we usually rebuild after 160 
hours) ran strong throughout the entire race weekend. The entire weekend was cloudy with rain expected at 
any moment. However other than a brief shower on the back side of the track, the rain held off to allow a great 
racing weekend. As a matter of fact the second Sprint Race had the top three podium finishers coming from the 
Niagara Region: Lou Betstadt, Brion Charters and Keith Fisher. 
The Mosport and Watkins Glen Race First Place finishes have pushed the #50 Team first in the National Points 
year to date.  
 
We are now looking forward to the Mid Ohio Race which happens to fall on the July 4rth Holiday. We owe our 
significant others really BIG. Two race weekends in a row. Paul R. and Jeff will accompany me to Mid Ohio. I 
will keep you posted on the results. We'll be using the old engine again, as the newly rebuilt Eksten engine 
won't be available until after the Mid Ohio Race. Hope it makes it through the weekend! I believe Jeff has shown 
you the app "Race Monitor" which allows you to follow the entire race and its' entrants live. It is a great a great 
tool. 
 
Best regards to you (Babs too) 
 
Lou 

 

 

Here is a note I sent back to Lou along with my clumsy attempt to follow the race remotely. 

 

 

A Race Car Called #50 
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Congrats Lou and the entire team.  This has truly been a TEAM effort 
and it shows.  I anxiously await news from Mid Ohio. 

  

Yes, Jeff showed me Race Monitor (see attached).  I am a little clum-
sy using it.  I need practice.  I will be looking at this weekends race 
results too and hope to get better pics than the ones attached. 

  

Best of luck, 

  

Tom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is a note from Lou to his Doghouse team that summarizes the state of things after Mid-Ohio. 

 

Good Morning Gentlemen, 
 
Lots of activity regarding #50 since coming home from the successful Mid Ohio Race.  
 
Long Pond Autobody took #50 after the race and aggressively attacked the left side damage from the Watkins 
Glen Race where car #201 ran into us. (Yes he did get a 13/13 violation and is on probation for the next 13 
months.) We will see him again at the Summit Point Race. The car is expected to be ready this Thursday. Tom 
Hebert has been kind enough to store my race trailer at his Long Pond Autobody shop while the flooded en-
trance road at the Doghouse was impassable. 
 
Ekstens has completed the repairs to the "new" engine and I will pick that up on Thursday as well. 
 
Our gearbox expert has completed the rebuild of the new gearbox with the "correct" third gear. I am planning to 
pick that up on Thursday too. 
 
The target date to "put Humpty Dumpty back together again" is Tuesday of next week (July 23). Paul Reynolds 
would like to get a head start on things and plans to be at the Doghouse at 10 AM. I have arranged my work 
schedule to be there as well. Our expectation is to try and get as much preliminary work done to facilitate the 
transfer of the new engine/transaxle swap, so as more help arrives the install can be completed in a less hur-
ried way. 
 
The next two days (Wed. & Thurs., July 24 & 25) will be at the Watkins Glen Track with Trackmasters. I will be 
focusing on driving #50 to make sure that all components are working and can stand the test of semi-race con-
ditions. I have asked that I receive no student assignments and will not be instructing. 

A Race Car 
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If you can be part of the Tuesday install, please let me know by Sunday evening so that I know who and when 
people will be available to help with some of the heavy lifting. It would help me plan for refreshments as well. 
 
In addition if you want to come down to the Glen to help out Wednesday or Thursday let me know as I need to 
put your name on a guest list allowing you entry into the track on those days. 
 
Unless I hear differently from the the other Doghouse Partners I will assume that one of the lifts will be available 
for this work. 
 
 

Things have been hectic, as Linda and I just returned home from spending a week in NJ, visiting with our 
granddaughter Charlotte. Two successive race weekends before that and playing catch up with my office have 
not left much time for anything else. However I am looking forward to seeing you next week. Stay cool!!!! 
 
Regards to all, 
 
Lou 

 

I headed out to the doghouse on he appointed day to see  the engine swap.  Because I got there so early only Joe 
Ajavon and Paul Reynolds were there doing some prep work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Race Car Called #50 
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And the following note to Babs and me a few days later demonstrating what a strong team they are,, what their aspira-
tions are for the future and what they need to do to get there.  I have no doubt they will achieve their dream. 

 

Hi Tom, 
 
Lots of items that have been time demanders (family vacation, travel, working on #50, sourcing parts, work re-
lated preparations, etc.) have prevented me from writing since our big Enduro win at Watkins Glen. Our next 
race venue was Canadian Tire Raceway at Mosport, Ontario, Canada. This is a former Formula One track that 
is still used by ALMS, Grand Am, World Challenge, CASCAR,and the like. It is an extremely fast and difficult 
track with lots of elevation changes, blind drop offs and very fast corners. Of all the tracks I run, it is one of the 
most technically rewarding tracks. If you get it right, execute precisely, Mosport will reward you with excellent 
results. So it was for the 
#50 Team. We won the 
First Sprint Race (a non-
points race), and then pre-
ceded to win the F Class in 
the Second Sprint and the 
90 minute Enduro (both the 
only points races for the 
weekend). It felt great to 
carry the momentum from 
the "Glen" to Mosport. As 
we headed home in the 
truck, pulling #50 in the 
enclosed trailer behind us. 
the crew and I (Aaron Rob-
erts, Jeff Houston, Paul 
Reynolds) reflected on the 
productivity of these races 
and the possibility that we 
may be able to do well in the 2013 PCA Club Racing Championship points. We have placed second, thirds and 
fourth Nationally in the past. But this time we actually muttered a word or two about the possibility of capturing 
the PCA National Championship F Class title. We can always dream, can't we? 

 
One week later, Team #50 
found ourselves "back on track" 
at the Mid Ohio Sports Car 
course, near Lexington, Ohio. 
This course is also the home to 
many professional racing bod-
ies, the Mid Ohio Race School 
and until recently the SCCA 
Runoffs were held there . The 
weekend was intermittently wet 
or threatening to rain. Paul 
Reynolds and Jeff Houston sol-
diered on and worked with me to 
keep #50 in competitive shape: 
changing brake pads, tires, 
checking fluids and torque of 
wheel and axle nuts, cleaning 
the windshield and tidying up 
#50 each time I came off the 

track. The other crew members had other commitments and couldn't come to this race. The practices went well 

A Race Car Called #50 
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on Friday and we felt we had a solid chance at racing up front. On Saturday, we finished First in F Class in the 
First Sprint (a non points race). I didn't have the fastest car. But my consistent lap times and strategic passing 
maneuvers allowed us to win the race and post the fastest lap time. Paul and Jeff positioned themselves 
around the racetrack. Their "spotting" was instrumental in keeping me abreast, on the radio, of my other com-
petitors and track conditions. My fastest lap in the race gave me the "Pole" for the next Sprint race (a points 
race). I lead from the Pole for the entire race with a 3.5 second lead on the field and the second place car, a 
dreaded 2004 Boxster S. With six laps to go there was a major accident in "Thunder Valley", a treacherous sec-
tion of the course. Double yellow fags were displayed at all corner stations indicating that there was no passing 
and to use caution. As the race leader I was required to follow the Pace Car when it joined us on the track. 
However all other cars behind me could bunch up and the gap I had worked so hard to develop during the race 
disappeared as all cars followed single file behind me. After four laps of following the Pace Car, the damaged 
car and healthy driver were removed from the track. We were given the Green flag with one and a half laps to 
go. The faster Boxster S immediately challenged me in the first corner. I did not allow him racing room and took 
command of the corner. The same scenario occurred heading to the "Key Hole", turn two which leads onto the 
long back straight. The Boxster S, with more horsepower than #50 was able to overtake me at the end of the 
straight. I followed him, nose to tail throughout the next series of corners and attempted many passes (he often 
braked earlier 
into the cor-
ners than I). 
However as 
we came up 
to the Start/
Finish line he 
took the 
Checker Flag 
for a First 
Place F Class 
and myself, 
on his bump-
er, Second 
Place F Class! 
At those times 
you think 
there is no 
justice. But 
you learn that 
is racing. The 
next day 
turned out to be warm and sunny with the track drying out from the previous day's high humidity and rain. A 
perfect day for the 90 minute Enduro. Although a long race, it tends to challenge drivers to maintain a fast pace 
and high degrees of concentration in adverse conditions. Often the cockpit temperatures rise to over 100 de-
grees and the car is asked to perform at high RPM's for sustained periods. Every component of the car is 
stressed, especially the tires which heat up and lose grip. I find it to be one of my favorite racing situations in 
that I like to wear my opponents down by constantly "climbing" up the back of those in front and maintaining just 
enough space between those that are behind me. The technigue seemed to work in that I was able to finish 
First Overall and First in F Class at the finish of the Enduro (a points race)! 
 
As of this writing, Team #50, Lou Betstadt driver, is ranked Second in F Class in the PCA National Champion-
ship points and First Place in F Class in PCA Zone One. We have one more race left in our schedule, Summit 
Point, WV, September 27-29. It is mathematically possible, if Team #50 does well that weekend, for us to 
achieve the National Championship. Additional preparation, continual improvements to #50 are an ongoing pro-
cess. However everyone of the team members are excited about our prospects and the possibilities that lay in 
front of us. There is no "I" in team but all of the crew (Paul Dewing, Paul Reynolds, Aaron Roberts, Jeff Hou-
ston, Joe Ajavon) deserves kudos for all the dedication and hard work they have put in this season. I am proud 
of them and in awe of their never give up, do what it takes attitudes. Our sponsors, Long Pond Autobody, Ek-

A Race Car Called #50 
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sten Autowerks and Louis Betstadt, CFP have stuck by us. We should all be proud in how far we have come 
through the trials and tribulations of this season. But there is one more race weekend ahead and we can dream! 
Can't we? 
 
That's it for now. We'll be "testing and tuning" the minor changes being made to #50 at Trackmasters and a 
BMW DE. We should be ready for Summit Point. I'll keep you and the readers of Flatout posted. 
 
Best regards to you and Babs, 
 
Lou 

A Race Car Called #50 



 

 

Hey Niagara Region, 

 

Pedro is looking for topics to write about  and asked me for 
help.  He needs topics that can be applied across the Por-
sche line not specific models.  Topics like brakes and oil, 
which we already covered, are excellent choices.  Do you 

have a topic you’d like to know more about? 

 

If you do have a topic send me an e-mail at: 

tomlyons911@yahoo.com and I’ll get your request to Pedro. 

 

Lets help Pedro help us. 

 

Tom Lyons 
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♪♬ Good Vibrations ...   

by  

Pedro P. Bonilla GCR PCA 

 

... together with “Kokomo” and “Help Me Rhonda” they are my top 3 Beach Boys songs... but I digress. 

 

I really want to hear some good vibrations coming from my 1998 Boxster’s M96 engine, not just through my car’s 
iPod.  Soon, I may just be able to do that. 

 

I’m sure you’ve read about the catastrophic failures involving IMS bearings, timing chains, D-chunks and more on 
the Porsche M96/M97 engines, but what if I told you that you can now see (actually hear) inside your engine with 
what one Porsche enthusiast soon hopes will be a small, inexpensive listening device to capture your engine’s vi-
brations! 

 

That enthusiast is Mark Jennings from Inland Northwest Region PCA. 

 

Mark has been a PCA member since 1989 and today he drives a 2002 Carrera 996 which he bought new. 

 

Professionally, Mark is a consulting engineer who specializes in Industrial Equipment Vibration Analysis.  He is a 
recognized expert in this subject and works with the US Department of Energy operating contractors and commer-
cial nuclear clients in the Pacific Northwest on rotating equipment vibration and balance issues.  Mark also provides 
vibration monitoring, analysis and training to a broad list of commercial clients.  Mark looks at pumps, fans, com-
pressors, motors, generators, turbines, gear drives, diesels and many other pieces of equipment that rotate and that 
have the potential to self-destruct due to balance, alignment or high vibration issues. 

 

However, in the past year or so, Mark has been busy collecting and analyzing vibration data on Porsche M96 and 
M97 engines using industrial analysis equipment and applying standard protocol monitoring techniques. 

 

What that means to owners of Boxsters, Caymans and Carreras that utilize these engines, is a quick way to deter-
mine if there is a cam chain, a primary chain an IMS bearing or even ignition issues associated with their cars with 
no disassembly required. 

 

This vibration analysis is the first in non-intrusive, preventive service ever done on these engines. 

 

Imagine being able to "see", or actually "hear", inside your engine and determine that one of your timing chains is a 
bit too loose or that the IMS bearing has started to fail, or even better, to get a clean bill of health because your car 
has a healthy engine and you can see those good vibrations! 

 

Mark uses a portable, digital vibration analyzer which is basically an oscilloscope that shows an alternating (AC) 
signal from an accelerometer.  The AC signal is broken down by the analyzer into a frequency spectrum through the 
use of complex mathematical integrations.  This provides a snapshot of the frequency peaks created by the compo-
nents inside the engine.  Mark says that “if there is something that bumps, clicks, rubs, pounds or pulses in a peri-
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odic manner” he can see it.  Based on its frequency Mark can identify the component and based on the amplitude of 
the signal he can tell how bad it is. 

 

The data collecting procedure is very quick and easy.  First, a small accelerometer is secured with a bolt to the bot-
tom of the M96/M97 engine using an existing threaded hole on the engine block, then the car is taken for a drive, 

setting the cruise control at a specific RPM until the data collection cycle is complete, generally about 60 seconds. 

Finally the gizmo gets removed from the car and its data is analyzed.  The newly obtained data graphs are then 
compared with those of a “normal” engine of the same model. 
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This year Mark will be collecting and analyzing more data from these engines by attending Porsche gatherings and 
Tech Sessions in the Pacific Northwest and other regions.   

 

To help him in his endeavor, the Planers of the Blue Ridge Boxster Summit 2012 which will be held in Little Switzer-
land, NC, have invited him to attend our 15th gathering in early June, where he will attach his “black box” to approxi-
mately 60 Porsches including Boxsters, Caymans and Carreras all with the M96/M97 engine.  If you want to be one 
of the lucky ones who gets to hear your engine’s good vibrations, be sure to attend this event. Information at 
www.BRBS.org. 

 

Hopefully, Mark can quickly finish his “listening device” which he wants small shops, PCA Regions and DIY’ers to 
have, to be able to complete a simple go/no-go test of their cars.   Mark has said that “eventually, if we can collect 
enough data to show the technology and application is appropriate, we could as an owners group, convince Por-
sche Cars North America (PCNA) to invest in the technology and training so that cars in for routine service could be 
spot checked and evaluated for timing chains, tensioners, sprockets and of course, intermediate shaft bearing is-
sues”. 
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If you’d like a more in-depth and technical reading of Mark’s technology you can read his “996 Engine Vibration 
Tech Session”  which was published in the March – April 2012 issue of NWR’s newsletter: Über Alles. 

 

To learn of Marks findings and more, please visit my website at: www.Pedrosgarage.com. 

 

Good Vibrations and Happy Porscheing, 

 

Pedro 
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2010 Porsche 911 Turbo 
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Historic Posters 

1997-Porsche-911-GT1-Evolution- 
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Click on ad to visit website 

http://www.pedrosgarage.com/
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Picture Page 

Goats & Cheese Goats & Cheese 

Click on ad to visit website 



So, if you gonna dream, dream 
big. 

 

Bill Schicker found a seat in a 
GT. 

 

Look at that smile.  Jane must 
have had to pry him out of there 
with a crow bar. 

N E W S L E T T E R    O F    T H E   N I A G A RA  

R E G I O N    P O R S C H E   CL U B   O F    A M E R I C A 

www.niagarapca.org 

Please support the businesses that 
support us.  Click on the links  below 

to visit their websites. 

 Trubee, Collins & Co., Inc. 

 Eksten Autoworks 

 Seneca Lodge 

 T-Shirt Express 

 Niagara Hobby 

 Smart Parts 

 Bernstein Global Wealth Man-

agement 

 AutolLinc Sports & Classics 

 The Tint Shop 

 Martens Garage Proxy Floor 

 One80 Shine Shop 

  

 

Advertising Rates for FLATOUT 

 

     Single Issue         Full Year 

Full page—$125    Full page—$350 

1/2 Page—$100    1/2 Page—$275 

1/4 Page—$80    1/4 Page—$225 

1/8 Page—$65    1/8 Page—$175 

     Business Card—$115 

To place an ad please contact Sue Juby at: 

  
Tel#:  (585) 321-0304 
Address: 95 Alton Way 
  W Henrietta, NY 14586 
e-mail:  secretary@niagarapca.org 
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http://www.bernstein.com
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http://www.autolinc.us/
http://www.tintshop.com/
http://martenscorp.com/
https://www.facebook.com/One80ShineShop
http://www.ekstenautoworks.com/

