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COMING UP NEXT MONTH 

February 28 to March 3 - Rochester International Auto Show 
March 5 - Member's Meeting 

March 13 - Happy Hour Buffalo 
March 19 - Rochester Happy Hour 

 

Rochester International Auto Show 
Come visit the NRPCA booth at the show.  

2013 Auto Show Schedule: 
Thursday, February 28th – 12:00 pm to 10:00 pm 

Friday, March 1st – 12:00 pm to 10:00 pm 
Saturday, March 2nd – 10:00 am to 10:00 pm 

Sunday, March 3rd – 10:00 am to 7:00 pm 
Admission Prices: 

Adult Auto Show Ticket: $9.00 
Armed Services & Seniors: $6.00 

Kids under 12: $3.00 
Kids under 5: Free 

Where? 
Rochester Riverside Convention Center 

 

MEMBER'S MEETING MARCH 5TH 
Niagara Region PCA membership meeting at Terry Hills Golf Course, 5122 Clinton Street Road (Rt. 33), Batavia.  

Arrive 6:30PM, meeting starts at 7:00PM. All club members, family, and friends are welcome!  
Meeting held in the club house during cold weather, and in the outdoor pavilion during warmer months. Talk P-
cars, upcoming events, club news, and anything else Porsche related. This is a low-key informal get together. 

Special menu selections for only $5 per person. (Please bring cash to help facilitate payments.) Water, soda, and 
beer provided by the club. 

 

HAPPY HOUR IN BUFFALO 
Join us on for Happy Hour on Wednesday, March 13th around 7:00pm at  

Quaker Steak & Lube, 6727 Transit Road, Buffalo, NY.  
The format is purely social and dutch treat. See you there! 

 
 

ROCHESTER HAPPY HOUR 
Join us for Happy Hour Tuesday, March 19th around 6:00pm at 

The Back Nine Grill, 3500 East Ave., Rochester. NY. 
The format is purely social, and dutch treat. 
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CARS AND COOKING 
Register early for the Canandaigua New York Wine & Culinary Center’s: 

Chef’s Kitchen: The Ultimate Couple’s Class 
May 4th from 3:00pm to 5:00pm Niagara will host this private event at the Culinary Center with reserved parking 

for the Porsches out front. 
These classes are designed to be fun, relaxing and an escape from the daily grind.  They are great way to learn 
some basic cooking techniques while enjoying your family and friends in our Hands-On Kitchen.  The Chefs will 
have the dessert pre-made and demonstrate and prepare the salad course for the class, then they will lead the 

class through the preparation of appetizer, side dishes and three entrées.  The main menu items will be prepared 
by participants working together at each of the cooking islands in the teaching kitchen.  Participants will be served 

a tasting portion of all the entrées and a New York State wine will be served with the meal.  
No one will leave hungry! 
Contact: Hank Beamer 

Cost: $50 per person paid in advance 
RSVP required! There is a 30 person limit, so register soon! 

Location: New York Wine & Culinary Center 

 

ZONE 1 PORSCHE CLASH 
May 30th - June 2nd, 2013 Watkins Glen International, Watkins Glen, NY 

There is no better way to help support Zone 1, than by volunteering for this year’s Clash at the Glen Club Race. 
Held at one of the best and most historic racetracks in the country, the Clash brings together club members for 3 
days of fun and exciting racing, which you can be a part of. Volunteers are what enable us to put on one of the 

best club races in PCA. We encourage you, your family and friends to register as volunteers for this year’s Zone 1 
Clash at the Glen Club Race. 

 

DRIVERS EDUCATION - BE OUR GUEST! 
If you are interested in observing Niagara's popular Driver Education program, send an email to Bert Xander 

( dechair@niagarapca.org ) to be included as a guest at any of Niagara's DE events. Experience the camaraderie, 
classroom instruction, and excitement of Watkins Glen International Racetrack.. 

DE event dates and information are available on our website. 

 

INDOOR KART RACING 
SnowBallz II – Who’s on ToP? 

Saturday, March 9th. 
The first event happened, heroes were identified, equipment was trashed and a good time was had by all.  

Since they have not outlawed us yet lets do it again! Change in plan though this time, we will just run practice laps 
as that is a cheaper way to have fun, get seat time and have fun. Wait, that sounds familiar. 

Run groups are limited to 10 but if we all show up at 11am and register as a group they will put us together as one 
or more private run groups. 

For more info, Contact: Melvin Dillon, email:gvcmel@gmail.com 
Cost: $23 per person 

Location: Pole Position Raceway, Destiny Mall, Syracuse 

 

mailto:gvcmel@gmail.com
mailto:email:gvcmel@gmail.com
http://www.polepositionraceway.com/syracuse-ny
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Visit us at  

www.NiagaraPCA.org 

Click the button below to see our website. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t Miss Any NRPCA Social Events 

Sign up for Sue Juby’s  

E-mail notifications by sending 

Sue an e-mail at: secretary@niagarapca.org 

 

 

http://www.NiagaraPCA.org
http://www.niagarapca.org/


President’s Message 

Page 6 
FEBRUARY 2013 

If Punxsutawney Phil, the King of the Groundhogs, Seer of Seers, Prognosticator 
of Prognosticators, Weather Prophet without Peer, was correct a few weeks 
back, then all of us P Car aficionados have an early Spring to look forward to! 
Ahh….a new driving season is upon us once again in a few short weeks. 
 
Nothing gets me more fired up than looking forward to all our events for the com-
ing year. At his month’s Planning Meeting, and with ample help from old hands 
as well as new volunteers, we identified around 60 events that are already on the 
calendar! And, we still have a handful of events that have yet to be finalized. The 
lists of new and different things we are looking to get involved in offer a bit of 
something for just about everyone in the Club. Thank you to all who attended the 
Planning Meeting to help plan and organize our upcoming year of events. 
 
Something relatively unique for this year is that we have plans to potentially part-
ner with three other Regions who are planning events in and around our way. 
This is a great opportunity to meet and mingle with fellow PCA members as they 
traipse through our neck of the woods. As we finalize those plans, we will be sure to share details with the Club. 
 
Even with all the events already listed, if you have an idea for an event that you would like to suggest, by all means, feel 
free to bring it up for consideration at any of our monthly meetings, or contact anyone on the Board. All our events don’t 
happen by themselves or by accident, so don’t be shy in coming up with an idea.  Be sure to keep checking the event calen-
dar on our web site for updates as we put finishing touches on the events themselves. 
 
Buckle up and fasten your seatbelts….you’re in for a ride this coming year. 
 
Regards, 
Rich 
 
 
 
 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE: 

 

Want to advertise your business in Flatout?  Well now you can.  Contact 

Sue Juby at secretary@niagarapca.org for details and cost options. 

Don’t forget to send me your stories and pictures.  There is no Flatout 

without them. 

 

Tom Lyons 

Editor Flatout 
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February 2013  Members Report 

 

Member Stats 

Primary Members 405 

Affiliate Members 282 

Life Members 1 

Transfers in 4 

Transfers out  0 

Renewals 22 

Non renewals 8 

Total Members 688 

 

Welcome To Our New February Members – 

 Sterry, Scott F. 

 

FEBRUARY PCA ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 25 Years 
  Edward N. Brewer 
 15 Years 
  Peter Swift 
 10 Years 
  Ronald Desmond 
 5 Years 
  Barbara Dimmick 
  Larry R. Doyon 
  Robert A. Dusel 
  Amy S. Irish 
  David J. Irish 
  Donna Jordan Dusel 
  Melanie S. Wolk 
 1 Year 
  Hadley Bos-Fisher 
  Hannah Campbell 
  Jean Enright 
  Dan D. Krotz 
  Renee Witkin 
  Craig Youngs 
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Click on ad to visit website 
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Niagara PCA Does the Tour de Cure 

by 

Peter Swift 

 

 

Here is the overview of the Niagara Porsche Team as I see it.  We have set up team Niagara Porsche for the Tour 
which takes place June 2 starting and finishing at MCC – with various starting times for different distances.  Mileage 
options of 3, 15, 25, 40, metric century (62.5) or 100 miles.  The web site for the tour has all the information.  To find the 
information just google "rochester tour de cure" and the "join a team" tab and select "Niagara Porsche" and go from 
there.  The club has generously supported Diabetes with a gift of $2000 which will be applied to our team.  $100 of this 
will be applied to the first 20 entries, which,  along with the $15 entry fee leaves a mere $60 in donations to reach the 
$175 minimum target. 

 

I have ridden the 100 miles most years since 2000 and can confirm that it is superbly organized with rest stations at 
regular intervals with snacks, cool drinks, and fruit and manned by a crew of helpful volunteers.  The response to this 
charity is amazing.  With a low key effort I raised $2000+ last year.  You will be pleasantly surprised.  Support vehicles 
continuously cover the route with mechanical assistance; puncture assistance and replacement tubes to name a few.  
We will have team meetings (minimal) and training rides as weather permits. 

 

Fundraising is made easy with donors being able to go to you web page and donate.  The site tracks your progress and 
helps with thank you responses to donors. 

 

You can call or email me swiftpeter4@gmail.com or call me at 585-943-9244 with questions or Kelly Ligozio, Director 
of the Tour at 585-458-3040 Ext. 3473. 

 

So mark the date and sign up to get the $100 boost!  You can go directly to the Porsche Niagara page on the Tour site 
by clicking this URL   

 

http://main.diabetes.org/goto/niagaraporsche 

 
If you don't want to ride you could join us as a volun-
teer. Some support vehicles are needed.  Cayennes 
and Panameras would work! 

Tour de Cure 

mailto:swiftpeter4@gmail.com
http://main.diabetes.org/goto/niagaraporsche
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Click on ad to visit website 

http://www.tintshop.com/
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Story submitted by Tony Frandina and reprinted with permission. 
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Tech Tactics—Mark Pelkey 
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Niagara on the Road: Sebring 

By 

Dave Irish 

At 9:30 am, Saturday January 26th, three car trailer rigs pulled away from Eksten Autoworks; destination…Sebring 
Florida. In the trailers were the Porsche race cars of Ron Kirshner, Mike Mammano and myself. Driving was Mike, me 
and the Ekstens; Larry and Mark. We were headed for Sebring International Raceway and the first Porsche Club 
Race event of the year, the 20th anniversary of the 48 Hours of Sebring. 

Aside from the rigs being thoroughly coated with salt spray from the drive through New York and Pennsylvania, the 
trip down was uneventful. After driving over 1300 miles we hit the city limits of Sebring at 11:30 pm on Sunday. Mon-
day was spent resting and cleaning the salt off the vehicles before heading out to the track to drop and unload the 
trailers. Ron met us there, having flown down the day before. 

Ron and I drove with David Murry Track Days on Tuesday and Wednesday; Ron to re-familiarize himself with the 
track and me to learn it. With some coaching from Mark and Mike, I finally figured out which turns went left and which 
ones went right by the end of the day Wednesday. Ron took advantage of some professional coaching by Peter Ar-

getsinger and began to drop his lap times quickly. 

Sebring is unique in my experience. It is long, 3.7 miles, flat and built on a World War Two air base. The front straight, 
back straight, turns 1 and 17 are on the old WWII concrete. Those turns are bumpy like nothing I had ever felt before 
on a race track. Anything not securely bolted down on the car (and driver) was at risk. 

Wednesday evening Mark and Larry worked late to replace a ball joint on Ron’s car. As the night was warm, we decid-
ed to organize a paddock barbecue. Mike threw some chicken on his grill. Salads and beer were fetched from Publix 
supermarket. As the last bolt was tightened and the car let down off the jack, dinner was served. The best part, how-
ever, was enjoying the company and sharing the experience together. Sebring was shaping up to be a memorable 
adventure. 

The 48 Hours is not only the first but the largest event on the 2013 PCA Club Race calendar. Over 250 racers regis-
tered and another 150 drivers signed up for Advanced Solo. Sun Coast and Gold Coast Regions of PCA jointly run the 
event. As it unfolded, it was clear that they really had their act together. Despite an overflowing paddock…cars, trail-
ers, trucks, drivers, crew, vendors, volunteers, spectators and plastic pink flamingos everywhere…everything from 
registration to the last checkered flag ran like clockwork. Kudos also to the weather chairman as the sun shone every 
day. 

Continued on next page 

Sebring 
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Continued from previous page 

 

One unique feature of the 48 Hours is night racing. Other than the front straight the track is not well lit so PCA requires 
prior race experience at Sebring to participate. 
Only Mike had the experience and ran at night. 
In the practice sessions he figured out how to 
follow the track by touch and feel (an interest-
ing concept at speed) and took a third in class 
in the race. 

Finally the weekend and sprint races and an 
enduro. Mike was unlucky in the sprints, a 
failed rear axle before the first, then car to car 
contact in the second took him out of the run-
ning. Ron’s car was the only one in his class 
but he drove well, dropping his lap times 
through the weekend. As for me, I would have 
preferred to see more of my competitors in my 
rear view mirror instead of through my wind-
shield but I brought my car back without a mark 
on it. That alone was noteworthy given the 
hard and close racing. 

Ron and I each drove the full enduro on Sunday; my 
first experience with a 90 minute race. The length of 
the race turned out to be no problem. The rough 
track was another matter. We both felt pretty beat up 
for over a day afterwards. When I took the check-
ered flag, the warning light on my fuel gauge was lit. 
Larry and Mark had calculated my fuel strategy per-
fectly! 

As the track went quiet and the sun set, the trailers 
were re-loaded. We pulled out and headed north on 
US 27 to begin the trip home. I caught one last 

glimpse of the track control tower in the 
dusk as we drove away through the orange 
groves. Will I ever return? Maybe not, but I 
drove one of the most historic and chal-
lenging tracks in the country and was there 
with good friends. I will never forget it. 

 

 

Sebring 
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Click on ad to visit website 

http://northtowncollisioncentre.com/
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A Race Car named #50  

By  

Lou Betstadt  

 

Note: My editor ram-
blings will be in RED 
to distinguish my com-
ments from Lou’s and 
the teams remarks 
which are in black and 
indented.  

 

The 2012 season is 
over.  How did the #50 
car and team do?  
How does second in 
class for the first an-
nual PCA Club Racing 
Zone Championship 
sound to you? 

 

So what does a win-
ning team do when 
the season is over?   
They start planning for 
next season.  We are 
not talking idle chatter 
here.  We are talking 
a detailed plan to get 
the #50 from where it 
was in 2012 to a new 
plateau in 2013 that 
they think will help 
them compete for that 
coveted First in Class 
position.  Take a look 
at the note I was fortu-
nate enough to be 
copied on from team 
owner and driver Lou 
Betstadt. 

 

 

 

 

 

A Race Car Called #50 
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Hi Paul and friends, 

 

As I write this we are expecting a big snow storm that may dump 12" or more. The storm is moving across the 
Great Lakes. I know you and Pat are really missing this kind of occurrence. I will be feeling very badly for both 
of you as I shovel the beautiful white stuff that accumulates in my driveway. I am so sorry for you! 

 

Just to let you know I was able to open both documents on my iMac computer. Hopefully Jeff will be able to do 
the same. I have copied your list for Jeff and others to see. He will need to start organizing the troops to start 
the track prep. My understanding is that for early evening work, every night is OK with folks except Tuesday 
(Jeff) and Thursdays (Aaron). Eventually, in April I will have Thursday and Fridays, during the day, free to work 
on #50 as well.  

 

In the meanwhile Paul Dewing is working on an attempt to restore the windshield to an acceptable optical quali-
ty. If you recall the last race at Summit Point I had to run in the kitty litter to avoid the two cars spinning in front 
of me coming out of the last turn. The sand and gravel etched the windshield terribly, making it difficult to see 
out of. I really think we are in need of a replacement.  

 

In the meanwhile Aaron is chomping at the bit to start working on #50. I look forward to his input regarding addi-
tional ideas on the hesitation problem that plagued #50 through the latter part of the season.  

 

Joe is as helpful as ever. He is narrowing down the various tasks on his own CSL project and expects to com-
plete the wiring harness by the end of February. As busy as he is, when he came to the Doghouse one day 
when I was in the middle of removing all of the shocks, he dropped everything and helped me complete the 
task.  

 

 

I am looking at various opportunities to test #50 at the Glen to see if we can solve the hesitation issue. You'll 
recall the following replacements that did not resolve the issue: fuel pump; Electronic Control Unit (Motronic 
ECU); DME relay; and you and I checked the fuel cell foam, hoses, and internal filter. All seemed to be in order. 
You'll recall that Larry Eksten helped us disconnect the MSD unit at the Glen to no avail (he reconnected the 
MSD box after the run on the track showed no difference, with the hesitation still present). All of these attempts 
were done one at a time, followed by track laps that revealed the hesitation problem was still there. However 
the hesitation was no longer restricted to acceleration out of turn, but "worsened" as the season culminated to 
appear under any acceleration. Eventually I could not 
cleanly accelerate up the RPM range, not being able to get 
to 5,000 RPM under load. In the pits, stationary, the engine 
would rev without issue.  

 

In desperation I brought the car into Larry Eksten at the end 
of the season for his evaluation. He ran the car on his dyno 
and was not able to recreate the problem. I gave him a new 
coil (stock, not a MSD) to install, which he did before one 
dyno run. He was not able to recreate the problem so he 
took the new coil out and replaced it with the MSD coil that 
was in the car when I got it. Next he looked closely at the 
fuel cell and decided that he didn't like the look of the foam, 
internal pick-up and return hoses and internal filter. All were 

A Race Car Called #50 
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ordered new, installed and then tested on the dyno. The same for replacement throttle body and mass flow sen-
sor. Larry replaced the used parts I gave him but he could not recreate the problem and reinstalled the original 
parts. Again Larry could not recreate the problem on the dyno. In frustration he is committed to working with me 
at the Glen to try to resolve the problem.  

 

I am including Jim Tulloch on this note. His knowledge regarding 911's, in particular 3.2 litre engines, is vast. As 
you know Jim used to co-drive with me and was one of the original creators/contributors of #50. Although he 
drifted into other projects, he remains a font of knowledge in analytical diagnosis of these engines. In addition 
he is lending some of his creative thought as to the routing of front brake cooling air. Jeff, I know this is one of 
your priorities so maybe the two of you will come up with some great ideas. #50 is up on the DH lift absent of 
wheels or shocks, so now is a good time to look at potential cooling air pathways. 

 

I have called the shock repair people (Stimola's in Long Island). They tell me #50's shock refurbishment will be 
completed next week. 

 

By the way, #50 finished 5th in points in the nation in class and, 3rd in the Northeast in points in the 2012 PCA 
Club Racing season. Not bad for a car that limped across the finish line for the last several races. 

 

That's all I have for now. See you all soon, 

 

Lou 

 

 

#50 Winter Maintenance (Per Paul Reynolds) 

 

____    Front wheel bearings-clean, inspect, repack or replace 

____    Have front brake calipers ready for installation 

____    Check all rotors for wear/cracks 

____    Clean wheels / check for cracks 

____    Check sway bar mounts and bushings 

____    Clean / polish windshield 

____    Headlight covers, paint 

____    Clean interior 

____    Repair roll cage padding on driver's side 

____    Radio tests:  cables, headsets, batteries 

____    Check halfshafts, torque bolts 

____    Repair bent mufflers, add new header flanges 

____    New oxygen bung on left header 

____    Fabricate new muffler support bar 

A Race Car Called #50 
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____    Check rear bumper for cracks and paint work 

____    Overall nut and bolt check 

____    Buy/install remote clutch slave bleeder hose 

 

 

Modifications for Aero  

 

____    Update mirrors to 993's 

____    Fabricate front valance as per Jeff's ideas 

____    Incorporate new front brake ducts 

____    New rear spoiler deck 

____    Under body panels 

____    Fabricate Plexiglas/Lexan door windows 

 

When you are serious about racing, you get serious about car prep.  So what do you do when you aren’t satisfied with 
Second in Class?  You see what First in Class was doing that you weren’t.  Check out Lou’s note and Paul Reynold’s 
photos.  First is Paul’s note then Lou’s response.   

 

Hi Guys, 

 

I took a picture of Mark Hufficur's (sp?) car on track.  
You can see both the front end and the rear deck/
spoiler.  Hope this helps in the decision making pro-
cess on #50.  By the way, Mark was 1st in class and 
2nd overall in the first sprint race on Saturday. 

 

Paul 

 

Now Lou’s note. 

 

Hi Everyone,  

 

Just spent the last 20 minutes studying very zoomed 
in pictures of the photos Paul sent of Mark Hufer's 
#79, E Class. Did you notice how lowered the car 79 
was? Almost as low as the 914 GT car he was about 
to pass. Did you notice the exaggerated modifications 
to the rear wheel housings/fenders as well as the front 
wheel openings? I believe this allows a very lowered 
stance which means a significant improvement in han-

A Race Car Called #50 
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dling characteristics and less air flow under the body. In addition he keeps the stock "flag" mirror on the driver's 
side but has eliminated the passenger side mirror all together. I might be able to adapt to the passenger side 
mirror delete because of the panoramic view provided by the inside rear view mirror.  

 

I see the tail and front spoiler. Can anyone see them anywhere in the GT Racing, American International Rac-
ing, GT3TEK, or M A Shaw (Michael Shaw Design) on-line catalogues? I can't seem to find an exact match. 
Notice that Hufer's front spoiler smoothly tucks under the front "bumper", completely smooth across from fender 
to fender. There are no lips or appendages to "catch" air. Under high magnification (at least as much as my 
iMac would allow me to zoom in on the picture) there appears to be something else horizontally fixed below 
where the oil cooler opening on the front spoiler is. Anyone have an idea what that is? 

 

Thanks for your time and input, 

 

Lou 

Here is a follow up to the previous message that had the pictures attached. 

 

Hi Guys, 

 

It appears that when I sent my last email to you at 3:50 PM this afternoon I did not attach the pictures Paul 
Reynolds sent to me from Sebring. Mark Hufer is a tremendous competitor and driver. Although he competes in 
E Class (one down from #50's F Class), he is often faster than many of the F, G, H, I and an occasional GTC 
car. My comments earlier apply to these pictures. 

Sorry, 

 

Lou 

The Dawgs are always ready to spend some quality time together.  Lou invites them to a few sessions at the doghouse. 

 

Hello Gentlemen, 

 

Jeff has been trying to get an email out to you this afternoon, to no avail.  Apparently he is able to receive 
emails, but when he tries to generate an email from his home, it cannot be sent.  So instead of waiting until he 
gets to his work computer tomorrow he called me and asked to share the following schedule to start working on 
#50 for this season: 

 

Thursday, February 7, 4:00 PM 

Monday, February 11, 4:00 PM 

 

As usual I'll have food available.  Please let me know if you are attending any of the sessions so I can have 
enough food and refreshments for all.  Of course all are welcome. 

 

A Race Car Called #50 
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Paul Dewing: Please bring your anemometer.  hope the Shimolas on Long Island will have the shocks repaired/
refurbished and returned to me by our first meeting.  By this time you should have a suggested preparation list 
from Paul.  There is a lot to do including welding the cracked chassis by the fuel cell (Do we remove the cell for 
that one?). 

 

If you’re watching THE game, have fun. If you’re not, have fun as well. Life is short! 

 

Warmest wishes, 

 

Lou 

 

I stopped by the doghouse on the 11th hoping to touch bases with everyone.  To my surprise only Joe Ajavon was there.  
I took a few pictures of the #50 up on the lift and Joe gave me a copy of the Congratulations letter (see first page of this 
article) so it was a successful trip. 

 

Paul Dewing (Mav) has taken the initiative to do some photoshopping of the #50 and the competitor, #79.  Paul’s note 
follows. 

 

Hi guys, I had a play with photoshop (PS). I've attached some comparison shots of #50 vs. #79. I wonder if the 
ride height issue is just a product of the angle the shot of #79 was taken at... 

 

 #50 looks 'higher' in the body in 
some shots because of shutter 
speed... 

 

 It seems as if the rear fenders 
are 'bowed' out on #79, but the 
front bumper almost looks like a 
1990ish Carrera...  

 

The extra item across the oil cool-
er opening looks like something 
taped there... as if to restrict air 
flow. Ram air or running 'too 
cold'?  Front turn signals look 
factory. 

 

 pic attached. Let me know if you 
want any more PS stuff done. 

 

 Mav 
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As you can see these guys are serious about upping the anti and going after the #1 in class this coming season. 

 

The guys are also investigating new shocks.  Below is an exchange between Lou, Paul, Jeff and the rest of the team.  
First Paul’s note followed by Jeff’s. 

 

Do you remember us looking at the front end of #50 
at one of the track events (I think it was Mid-Ohio)  
where we brainstormed how to add a lower strip to 
keep air from going under the car and incorporating 
new brake duct inlets into it?  I've attached a front 
end shot of #50 with a penciled in rough sketch of 
how it might look.  I know you will be working with 
others on this, but I like the idea we worked on. I 
suggest that the existing air duct openings be left 
open for addition air flow into the wheel area.  Also, 
if #50 is going to be lowered, that obviously needs 
to be taken into account.  My phone is always on if 
you want to chat. 

 

Good luck on Thursday PM. 

 

Paul 

 

 

p.s. Just for your information. I spoke with the shock shop today.  They will have the JRZ shocks back to me no 
later than 2/22.  They are having trouble getting the parts for the remote canisters.  Everything should be arriv-
ing next week to their shop. 

Thanks to all 

 

Jeff, 

 

 

I had a short exchange with Lou about not finding anyone, except Joe of course, at the doghouse on Feb 11th.  First my 
note to Lou and his response to my note. 

 

Lou, 

  

Thank you for including me in your notes to the Dawgs.  You probably heard from Joe Ajavon that I was at the 
doghouse on the 11th hoping to get pictures of #50 and the crew.  I got a few shots of the car up on the lift but 
now crew shots.  Maybe next time. 

  

Joe gave me a copy of your club racing letter (attached) in jpeg form.  Would you mind if I included this in the 
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Feb issue of Flatout?   

  

Looking forward to meeting up with 
you and the dawgs. 

  

Tom 

 

And Lou’s response to my note. 

 

Hi Tom, 

 

Sorry about all the confusion.  At our get together on the 4rth we decided on various tasks and the need for me 
to order additional items for the season in order to try and uncover the engine miss and choking we were 
plagued with mid-season lasting throughout the remainder.  I would like to be more competitive this year but 
cannot achieve a strong goal unless our equipment is literally "firing on all cylinders" all the time!  I will keep you 
posted on our next meeting which probably won't be until the end of February beginning of March. Hopefully all 
of the parts will be in. 

 

Yes you have my permission to use the congratulatory note I received from PCA Club Racing.  As I have said 
before, although this note is addressed to me as #50's driver and owner, the reality is that without the backup of 
the wonderful crew members who support the team, and, the sponsorship of Longpond Autobody and Eksten 
Autowerks, we wouldn't be as successful. 

 

Tom, thanks for your continued interest in a "Racecar Named #50"! 

 

Regards, 

 

Lou 

 

p.s. Hi Babs! 

 

Lou, as always, always gives credit to his team for any successes he has had as driver and owner.   He knows, without 
them he would not be as successful.  I have another opportunity to meet up with the guys at the doghouse as Jeff 
Houston’s report below indicates. 

 

We will be working on #50 on Tuesday Feb 26 around 4pm. We will be replacing the windshield and reinstalling the sus-
pension among other tasks.  Hope to see everyone.  

 

Thanks, 

 Jeff 
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Well the Dawgs showed up and Lou brought a small mountain of parts.  When he guys showed up they jumped on those 
parts like dogs on a bone.  This was around 4:30 and the guys tell me that they will be there until after 11:00.  Now that’s  
what I call dedication. 

 

I hope I’ll be able to bring you more material, stories, insights, musings, bench racing lies, the whole nine yards as 2013 
rolls out ahead of us.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Dawgs are from left to right:                      Paul (Mav) Dewing, Jeff Houston, Lou Betstadt, Aaron Roberts. 

Dawgs missing from picture are Joe Ajavon, Paul Reynolds and Jim Tulloch 
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Niagara On The Road 

 
Last year, Niagara kicked off our inaugural “On The Road” program by herding 20+ track enthusiast and caravanning 

them all down to Virginia International Raceway to attend a two day open track event with David Murry Track Days. 

 

For 2013, we have made arrangements with Allegheny Region PCA to join their Club in a standard format HPDE at 
none other than the Mid Ohio Racecourse. This road trip will take place starting Friday September 20th which is des-
ignated as an open track lapping day for instructors and advanced black run group students. Saturday and Sunday 
will follow a more traditional format that will accommodate green (beginner) and white (intermediate) run group 

students. 

 

For more information, ARPCA has the following available on their web site; 

DE Event information on our website: http://arpca.com/2012/11/2013-drivers-education-events/ 

Registration on MSR: http://arpca.motorsportreg.com 

Supporting DE Materials: http://arpca.com/2013/01/2013-de-supporting-materials/ 

We encourage you to sign up direct, while copying NRPCA on your registration 

For more NRPCA specific information, please contact: Rich de Asis  

rdeasis911@gmail.com 

(585) 750-4231 

——————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Niagara On The Road 

http://arpca.com/2012/11/2013-drivers-education-events/
http://arpca.motorsportreg.com/
http://arpca.com/2013/01/2013-de-supporting-materials/
mailto:rdeasis911@gmail.com
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Thank You Letter 

The letter below was received by our club president, Rich DeAsis from the West 
Webster Fire Department for our donation to the killed and wounded firefighters 

from the Christmas eve tragedy.. 
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Hey Niagara Region, 

 

Pedro is looking for topics to write about  and asked me for 
help.  He needs topics that can be applied across the Por-
sche line not specific models.  Topics like brakes and oil, 
which we already covered, are excellent choices.  Do you 

have a topic you’d like to know more about? 

 

If you do have a topic send me an e-mail at: 

tomlyons911@yahoo.com and I’ll get your request to Pedro. 

 

Lets help Pedro help us. 

 

Tom Lyons 
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Who are RON and MON? 

by 

Pedro P. Bonilla  (GCR PCA) 

 

If you look closely at the gas pump the next time you’re filling up your car’s tank, you’ll see that the different types of 
octane available at the pump are measured using the (RON + MON) / 2 method.  Here in South Florida the typical 
octane ratings (also known as gasoline grades) are 87, 89, 91 and 93. 

 

But what exactly is octane and who are RON and MON? 

 

When crude oil is “cracked” or refined, it breaks down to produce hydrocarbon chains of different lengths: 
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Methane (CH4) with one single carbon atom 

Ethane (C2H6) with two carbon atoms in the chain 

Propane (C3H8) with three carbon atoms in the chain 

Butane (C4H10) with four carbon atoms in the chain 

Pentane (C5H12) with five carbon atoms in the chain 

Hexane (C6H14) with six carbon atoms in the chain 

Heptane (C7H16) with seven carbon atoms in the chain 

Octane (C8H18) with eight carbon atoms in the chain 

Nonane (C9H20) with nine carbon atoms in the chain 

Decane (C10H22) with ten carbon atoms in the chain 

and others, including Kerosene, Fuel Oil, Lubricating Oils, Grease, Vaseline, Parafin Pitch, Tar and Petroleum 
Coke, each one with consecutively longer carbon chains with up to 26 or more carbon atoms in the chain as is the 
case of Petroleum Coke. 

 

In an internal combustion engine, its compression ratio is a single number that can be used to predict the perfor-
mance of the engine.  It is the ratio between the maximum volume of the combustion chamber and cylinder, when 
the piston is at the bottom of the stroke and the minimum volume when the piston is at the top of its stroke.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In a properly-firing cylinder, the spark plug ignites the air/fuel mixture at just the right time and a flame front starts on 
one side of the piston and burns across the top to the other side, which creates a rapid and evenly-expanding gas 
that pushes down on the top of the piston and thus makes the engine rotate its main shaft.  When the air/fuel mix-
ture is ignited prior to the spark plug firing as with pre-ignition, the two flame fronts collide, causing a pinging and 
knocking noise and a loss of peak power. 
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High performance cars generally have high compression engines, such as the ones found in our normally-aspirated, 
flat-6 Porsches, because the higher the compression ratio, the more mechanical energy an engine can squeeze 
from its air/fuel mixture.  However, higher compression ratios also make detonation more likely. 

 

An octane number or octane rating is a measure of the resistance of gasoline and other fuels to self-ignite or pre-
ignite due to compression in an internal combustion engine. As the compression ratio of an engine increases, so 
does the required octane number of gasoline if you want to avoid knocking. 

 

In order to account for differences in the performance quality of gasolines, two engine octane numbers are routinely 
used: The most common type of octane rating worldwide, RON (Research Octane Number – simulates the fuel per-
formance under low severity engine operation) and is determined by running the fuel in a test engine with a variable 
compression ratio at 600 rpm,  and MON (Motor Octane Number – which simulates the fuel performance under 
more severe engine operation using the same test engine but with a preheated fuel mixture, at 900 rpm and with 
variable ignition timing to further stress the fuel’s knock resistance).  The octane number is then reported as the 
average therefore we see: RON + MON / 2. 

 

It turns out that heptane (C7H16) handles compression very poorly.  Compress it just a bit and it self-ignites sponta-
neously. Octane (C8H18), on the other hand, handles compression very well – you can compress it quite a bit and 
nothing happens.   

By definition, the RON and MON of n-heptane and iso-octane are exactly 0 and 100. 

So, ninety-three-octane gasoline is gas that contains 93% octane and 17% heptane (or some other combination of 
fuels and additives that have the same performance of the 93/17 combination of octane/heptane.   

 

Other fuels and their RON and MON values are as follows: 
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An octane number doesn’t relate to the energy content of fuel as some people tend to believe, it is just a measure of 
the fuel’s tendency to burn in a controlled manner rather than exploding in an uncontrolled manner. 

 

Another misconception that some people have regarding gasoline is that if they use a higher octane level than rec-
ommended by the manufacturer they can obtain better gas mileage or higher horsepower.  That is not so because 
switching to a higher octane rating doers not add any more hydrocarbon or oxygen content.  The different octane 
ratings exist so that each particular engine can have the best fuel possible due to its internal design (compression 
ratio).  

 

However, burning fuel with a lower octane rating than recommended often reduces the power output or efficiency on 
the engine because of the knocking.  Modern Porsches have anti-knocking systems integrated into the engine 
which are controlled by the ECU (engine control unit or main computer).  These systems retard the ignition timing to 
reduce the tendency to detonate, but by the same token retarding the timing reduces power output and fuel efficien-
cy. 

 

To obtain the maximum power out of your engine, follow the manufacturer’s recommendation for gasoline octane 
requirements for your particular engine. 

 

For more information, please feel free to visit my web pages at www.PedrosGarage.com. 

 

Happy Porsche’ing, 

Pedro 
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What does it take to wear out a Porsche? 

By 

Tony Callas & Tom Prine 

January 13th, 2013 

Reprinted with permission from the authors 

 

A 24 hour race. The 24 Hours of Le Mans or the U.S. equivalent, the 24 hours of Daytona, are both incredible en-
durance races where just finishing is a cause for celebration. An intense race like the Daytona 500 takes roughly 3-
1/2 hours to complete, however this is a “Walk in the Park” when compared to running a car flat out for 24 hours. 
Consider that operating a street car under these same conditions would be the equivalent of a lifetime of wear and 
tear, every mechanical system in the car would be completely used up. 

 

Like the wear and tear on the racecar, the people 
involved are also pushed to the limits. The rules 
allow for a minimum of 3 drivers per car, some 
teams will have 4 to 5 drivers per car to complete 
the 24 hour race. The drivers all take turns at the 
wheel rotating in one hour driving stints and even 
double stinting on rare occasion for the driver’s that 
are in incredible physical condition. When they are 
not in the car, they are trying to sleep as much as 
possible. In the case of teams with three drivers 
doing 1 hour stints, this only leaves each driver with 
a little less than 2 hours until the next driving stint, 
that isn’t much sleep. The mechanics usually get 
even less sleep than the drivers. Typically, the me-
chanics stay up for about 40 hours, from early Sat-
urday morning until the race festivities have con-
cluded on Sunday night and the transporters have been fully loaded. If the car is doing really well, the mechanic 
may be able to catch a 10 to 20 minute nap here and there but if a problem arises they must be awake and with a 
sharp mind at a moment’s notice, literally. 
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Continued from previous page 

 

The racecar basically starts out with all new components for a 24 hour race, the engine, gearbox, suspension, 
brakes and wheel bearings; nearly every mechanical part on the car is new and/or has been inspected for flaws. 
During a 24 hour race, the racecar will be completely refueled every hour with approximately 100 liters or 26.4 gal-
lons of fuel. The racecar will usually require a new set of tires every hour, that’s roughly 24 sets of tires, sometimes 
more usually due to driver error. The racecar will sometimes require one set of front and rear brake pads and occa-
sionally the brake rotors. Changing out the brakes on a racecar that has just come off the track is not an easy pro-
cedure in the pit lane; all the brake components are basically red hot. Sometimes the windshield will need replace-
ment; this also is not as easy as it sounds. The engine and chassis cannot be replaced but most all other compo-
nents can be if needed. The engine will need oil added during the race as there is no stopping for an oil change. 
However, as the engine wears internally, its oil consumption will progressively get worse and thus it will need more 
and more engine oil added as the race transpires. After the completion of the 24 hour race, the engine, gearbox, 
suspension, drive shafts, wheel bearings and turbochargers (if equipped) are basically worn out. 

The overall budget for competing in the Daytona 24 hour with a GT class car will usually be in the $150k neighbor-
hood, this does not include the price of the car, tools and spare parts. The 24 hours of Le Mans with the same car 
will run in the $850k range or more. The reason for the difference is the European air travel for the crew, the car and 
everything else that is brought along, plus the ground transportation of everything once in Europe. Add to this the 
team member’s accommodations, food and hospitality for sponsors, tires, fuel, etc., etc., plus the entry fees. Keep in 
mind that an entry in the 24 hours of Le Mans in by invitation only. These budgets are actually very basic and do not 
allow for anything extra that could be considered extravagances. 

Porsche keeps in close communication with every team racing their cars. They provide incredible support and ac-
cess to anything that might be needed. For Porsche, every race represents a learning experience. Porsche racing 
management and engineers are always in close contact with the teams, both from the standpoint of helping, but 
also observing. This is one of the reasons Porsche racecars and road cars are so amazingly great, the knowledge 
gained from motorsport goes into every car they manufacture. 

 

Enjoy Your Porsche. 
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2010 Porsche 911 Turbo 
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Historic Posters 

1980 Porsche 924 

Carrera GT Le Mans 
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So, if you gonna dream, dream 
big. 

 

Bill Schicker found a seat in a 
GT. 

 

Look at that smile.  Jane must 
have had to pry him out of there 
with a crow bar. 

N E W S L E T T E R    O F    T H E   N I A G A RA R E G I O N    P O R S C H E   C 

L U B   O F    A M E R I C A 

www.niagarapca.org 

Please support the businesses that 
support us.  Click on the links  below 

to visit their websites. 

 Trubee, Collins & Co., Inc. 

 Eksten Autoworks 

 Seneca Lodge 

 T-Shirt Express 

 Niagara Hobby 

 Smart Parts 

 Bernstein Global Wealth Man-

agement 

 AutolLinc Sports & Classics 

 The Tint Shop 

 Martens Garage Proxy Floor 

 

Advertising Rates for FLATOUT 

 

     Single Issue         Full Year 

Full page—$125    Full page—$350 

1/2 Page—$100    1/2 Page—$275 

1/4 Page—$80    1/4 Page—$225 

1/8 Page—$65    1/8 Page—$175 

     Business Card—$115 

To place an ad please contact Sue Juby at: 

  
Tel#:  (585) 321-0304 
Address: 95 Alton Way 
  W Henrietta, NY 14586 
e-mail:  secretary@niagarapca.org 
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