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COMING UP THIS MONTH 

 

Click the button for our website to 
see upcoming events.  Don’t miss an 

opportunity join in the fun. 
 

 

 

 

 

Pre Planning Meeting 

 
This December monthly meeting will be a “Pre-Planning” meeting for the upcoming 2014 driving season. Bring ideas for 
events you would like us to host, and your volunteerism to help make them happen. Last year this event was key in develop-

ing the amazing number of events we had in 2013. Let's keep it up for 2014! 

WHERE? Terry Hills Golf Course, 5122 Clinton Street Road (Rt. 33), Batavia. 585/343-0860. MAP & DIRECTIONS 

WHEN? Arrive 6:30PM, meeting starts at 7:00PM. 

WHO? All club members, family, and friends are welcome! 

Special menu selections for only $5 per person including grilled chicken sandwiches, beef on weck, burgers, open steak 

sandwiches, etc. (Please bring cash to help facilitate payments.) Water, soda, and beer provided by the club. 

http://www.niagarapca.org/
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 Hi All, 
 
As the leaves and weather turn, it brings up a somewhat somber reminder that 
our driving season and our year is coming to an end. As you read this, we will 
have celebrated our Annual Fall Dinner already, which has traditionally been a 
great platform to recount our previous year’s worth of activities and acknowledge 
all the members who make our year possible. More importantly, it’s also a great 
celebration of the friendships and camaraderie that bind our members together. 
 
This past year has been unique in that our Club was more active than ever in a 
wide and far ranging set of activities old and new. A BIG thank you to all the vol-
unteers and event chairpersons who took the initiative to bring new ideas to the 
table, and to execute the events with enthusiasm and gusto. Thanks as well to all 
our members who participated and made the events successful. Bravo. 
 
As we look forward to the upcoming Holidays and the forthcoming pre-planning 
events meeting, I encourage you to join your fellow Club members in celebrating all the great events and occasions on our 
calendar. 
 
As the saying goes, its not about the cars. It’s the people! 
 
Cheers and best wishes for a safe, festive and healthy Holiday season. 
 
Rich 
 
 
 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE: 

 

Keep the December  3rd open for our 2014 pre-planning meeting at Terry 

Hills and bring your ideas for another great year of Porsche activities. 

Don’t forget to send me your stories and pictures.  There is no Flatout 

without them. 

 

Johan Spijker 

Editor Flatout 
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October 2013 Members Report 
 
Member Stats 
Primary Members 400 
Affiliate Members 275 
Life Members 1 
Transfers in 0 
Transfers out 0 
Renewals 9 
Non renewals 4 
Total Members 676 
 
Welcome To Our New October Members – 
Basher, David J. 
Cardona, Brian 
Pierce, David L. 
 
 
SEPTEMBER PCA ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 
Barrett, William 30 
Pearce, Elizabeth 25 
Jurasek, Richard 20 
Cole, Victoria 15 
Nesbitt, Peggy 15 
Oswald, Marion 15 
Palmer, Gary 15 
DeLaney, Michael 5 
Jones, Janice 5 
Jones, Jeff 5 
Juby, Chad 5 
Opferbeck, Nate 5 
Aberte, Blake 1 
Aberte, Stu 1 
Anderson, Robert 1 
Anderson, Win 1 
Borkowski, Dave 1 
McNamara, Tim 1 
Milanovich, Lori 1 
Olivieri, Lino 1 
 
OCTOBER PCA ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 
Barrett, Cheryl 30 
Pearce ,Kendall 25 
Cooper, Scott 20 
Trask, Constance 20 
Culbertson, Heather 5 
Culbertson, James 5 

Eksten, Larry 1 
Eksten, Mark 1 
Jerabeck, Elizabeth 1 
Jerabeck, John 1 
Riedinger, Matthew 1 
Spencer, Joy 1 
Storm, Diana 1 
Storm, Roger 1 
Weinstein, Scott 1 
 
NOVEMBER PCA ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 
Deegan, Daniel 30 
Fuss, Robert 30 
De Leo, Marion 25 
Williams, Thomas 10 
Bullard, H. 5 
Kwiatkowski, Donald 5 
Carozzolo, David 1 
Kasperek, Doug 1 
Kasperek, Ed 1 
Nelan, John 1 
 
DECEMBER PCA ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 
Fuss, Rosalie 30 
McDonald, Karen 15 
Williams, David 10 
Stockman, Gary 5 
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Editor’s Comments 

 Welcome to the transitional edition of Flatout and the passing of the editorial torch from Tom Lyons to me. Since 
this is and will be a collaborative effort, I would like to thank Tom for his past work and creativity as well as his sup-
port and patience in turning the reins over to me. Tom has developed and honed a fine product that I intend to use 
as my template going forward and since I don’t like to re-invent the wheel, you all won’t see too many changes in 
the general appearance of the publication. 

 

 I invite any of our members or associate members to submit articles which they feel would be interesting to their 
club membership because that’s where most of the stories and articles come from. Please send me your stories or 
ideas and I will try to help you put something together. And if you have  good word skills and can write a story with-
out any help, please send those along as well. With all the activities that our club has, there shouldn’t ever be a 
shortage of Flatout content. Since I’ve been a member, I’ve always been amazed at the diversity of stories and 
articles that Flatout showcases and the many talents of the authors. So…………..  keep ‘em coming and thanks in 
advance for your support. Finally, please let me know if you have any suggestions or improvements  that you feel 
would enhance the enjoyment or readability of our publication.  

 

Johan Spijker 



Page 8 
FALL 2013 

Northern Adventure 

By Johan Spijker 
Images by Sue Reesen & Maria Spijker 

 

 This has been one of the busiest social seasons that I can ever remember for the Niagara Region Porsche 
Club. That having been said, five couples from our chapter ventured across the border into Canada to 
meet up with our Canadian hosts at a lovely town called St. Jacobs in Ontario Province. Irene and Terry 
Orr along with their friends, Sussi and Ken Jensen met us at the Holiday Inn and off we went for a dinner 
and show at the Black Forest Restaurant in Conestoga for a German style dinner and then a rousing retro 
concert by an Elton John tribute band. They included all the hits and a few others that pleased a packed 
house. Maria and I also got a chance to visit the quaint little community of Elora earlier in the day. There 

is a picturesque gorge and waterfalls with a nice trail 
to enjoy. What a pleasant spot for pictures, shopping 
and a wonderful lunch. A great start to a great week-
end ahead. 
 
 Saturday started with a fall fog looking over the ho-
tel’s adjacent farm market but the sun burned it off 
by the time we left for a tour of country back roads. 
One of the more interesting things going on that day 
was a bike race going on some of the same roads we 
were on. We got a lot of nice looks while we waited 
for the pelotons to clear the intersections. We arrived 
at the famed Dream Car Garage at Legendary Motors 
and were escorted for a behind the scenes look at 
their work shop facilities and also got to see some of 
the special cars they were working on. But mostly it 

was about the great cars on the showroom floor and what a show it was. From Shelbey Gts to the other 
60s and 70s muscle cars to Duesenbergs to Ferraris and even a Porsche GT40 in the Gulf Oil colors, what 
a collection. To view their website, go to 
www.legendarymotorcar.com . We all 
left a few drool marks on the floor before 
we were off to lunch at the Mohawk Chop 
House and had a delicious dining experi-
ence. Next stop was the Restoration De-
sign Shop in Guelph. Mike deJonge, sons 
Peter & Alexander and the rest of the 
staff all came in on their day off to give 
us one the coolest shop tours I've ever 
been on. They provided us with coffee 
and donuts and then it was off to see 
their parts collection as well as their 
stamping press to make new parts, most-
ly for 356s and earlier 911s. They banged 
out a few pieces before letting Rob Dean 
make his own fender. Next was a laser 

http://www.legendarymotors.com/


Page 9 
FALL 2013 

Northern Adventure 

cutter that again showed their capabilities.  Their hos-
pitality and obvious pride in all the work they can do 
was a pleasure to share. Their website is 
www.restoration-design.com and they have parts listing 
that anyone who is doing a Porsche restoration should 
be interested in. That evening we all went to the Stone 
Crock Restaurant in St. Jacobs for a traditional, family 
style dinner that included more of the local German 

style recipes. Delish! 

 

 

 Early Sunday morning we left for another back road 
adventure to the only covered bridge left in Ontario. 
We were treated to a wonderful Model A Ford going 
through the bridge before all of us went through. Next 

it was on to Flamborough Hills Country Club for lunch. Sussi and Ken Jensen also showed Sue Reesen the 
Sunset Villa, the Danish Canadian Club to share their common Danish heritage. The fall weather was per-
fect for showcasing the best that the Kitchener area can offer, from the farm country fields to the foliage 
and on to the shopping and restaurants. 
It also got us together with our Canadian friends, the Orrs and Jensens who have helped support our club 
events over the years and we all owe them our thanks for their efforts in putting together a wonderful 
weekend. On a final note, thanks to Bob and Karen Veltz for their spearheading the event at the NRPCA 
level. We all had a blast and we're glad we ventured over the border for the Northern Adventure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

http://www.restoration-design.com/
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Cars & Trains 
By 

Tom Lyons and Joe Prinzbach 
Photos by Tom Lyons, Sue Reesen and Lynette Zack 

 
Sunday, October 12th, turned out to be a drop dead gorgeous fall day. It was crisp and sunny without a hint of 
any rain. Babs and I decided to take our granddaughter, Maddie, with us for what we thought be a great kid 
friendly event. We ran into a problem immediately. You cannot put a modern child safety seat in the back seat of 
an old Porsche. On to plan B, we took our Honda where the child seat installed flawlessly. The downside to tak-
ing the Honda, we didn’t feel good about taking the ride with Joe Prinzbach from Terry Hills in Batavia, to Arcade 
where we were to pick up the train. Instead we drove straight to Arcade where we meet up with the group. I will 
let Joe describe the ride from Batavia to Arcade. 
 

Sixteen people gathered at Terry Hills, 
eluding the shade of the building for the 
warmth of the sun.  After a brief drivers 
meeting, nine Porsches were on their 
way, searching out Porsche friendly 
roads.  Since we were traveling south 
to Arcade, the route formed a giant “S” 
on the map, with part of the “S” sweep-
ing past Attica.  This was included be-
cause, for some strange reason, the 
Arcade & Attica Railroad goes to Couri-
ers, not Attica.  And due to the general 
disappointment of the group upon 
learning this during the drivers meeting, 
it was decided to pause during the tour 
and take a more scenic route through 
downtown Attica. No one missed a turn 
and had to figure out where they 

were.  In addition, unbeknownst to the leader, the tour also offered a safe view of the Attica prison.  The tour 
apprehensively went past Letchworh Park on the busy Craft Show weekend, but fortu-
nately, the pace was not significantly hindered.  All in all, everyone had a good time, de-
spite some stray vehicles (jeep) entering our line.  

 
Once everyone was accounted for and they got their tickets it was time to board. There is 
something very exciting about listening to the sounds of a steam locomotive. It stirs the 
soul. The chugging sound of the steam engine and 
the blast of the whistle as it crossed the road prior 

to backing into the line of cars that would be filled with 
leaf peeping tourists. 

 
As you can imagine with the number of people rid-
ing the train on such a beautiful day you knew that it 
would take a quite a while to get everyone on 
board. The train was in fact sold out. 
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Cars and Trains 

 
Once we started rolling it was all about soaking up the scenery. Maddie was 
glued to the window. Occasionally she would ask me about something that 
caught her eye but mostly she watched the landscape roll by. She looked very 
cute in her Porsche hat. 
 
Then it happened. The troubadours started walking between train cars singing 
railroad songs. Maddie did not like the music. She sat there with her ears cov-
ered until they passed by. Everybody is a critic. Kids are funny that way. 
 
After about 45 minutes the train rolled into Curriers for a stopover. Food and 
drink was available but the lines were crazy long. It was a great time to check 

out the locomotive close up. You can’t compre-
hend the size of locomotive until you are stand-
ing right next to one. I heard that it weighed 90 
tons. I don’t know if that weight estimate is ac-
curate but I will tell you the locomotive was 
heavy enough to flatten coins into souvenirs for 
many of the riders. There was also a small rail-
road museum you could check out. The muse-
um was small but interesting. You could hold 
your breath as you walked in, look at every-
thing, and be outside before you had to exhale. 
 
Maddie’s favorite thing to do during the stopover was to walk the rail. She went 
from one end of the track near the locomotive to the road and back again sever-
al times practicing her balance. She is way more balanced that I was. Only Dick 
Cott could give her a challenge. 
 
When it was time to start heading back the locomotive slowly worked its way 

back past the train cars towards what would be the front 
of the return train. When it blew its whistle as it was 
crossing the road it almost blew our socks off. Boy that 
was loud! 
 
We loaded up and the train started on the return trip. 
The seats we sat in on the way to Curriers were now 
turned the other direction so we could see where we 
were going. 
 
I got up to stretch my legs and walked out on the plat-
form between cars. You could straddle the platforms be-
tween cars and really get the sense of the moving train. I 
signaled to Maddie to join me. She got as far as the 
open door and stopped. She saw the cars bouncing 
around and decided that was not for her and returned to 
her seat. A short while later she came back to where I 
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was. With Babs’ help she worked up here bravery and with lots of hand holding she walked out to the middle 
then across to the next car. She was very proud of herself. 
 
The train pulled back into the station and like any trip with a kid we ended it in the gift shop. We got her, and little 
brother Jack, engineer’s hats. 
 
We went back to our car and had a snack then headed home. On the way I asked Maddie if she had a good 
time. She said yes but little else. Did I tell you kids are funny that way? I checked with her mom later that week 
and she told me Maddie wore that engineer’s hat all the next day and talked about the trip all day long. I think 
we hit a winner here. 
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Chili Run 
By 

Tom Lyons 
Photos by Tom Lyons ,Dawn Luniewski & George Hitchcock 

 
Rain was coming and we knew it. We just hoped we could get most of our Chili run activities completed before 
the deluge. 
 
We started our event early at Porsche of Rochester (Garber). Our hosts, Kevin Parker and Tim Carney, had a 
catered breakfast waiting for us. It was delicious and we thank them. 

 
As we were enjoying the breakfast spread I started 
looking at the cars starting to line up outside. Every 
time I looked outside I saw more cars driving in. This 
was going to be a VERY large group. 
 
As in past years because the number of cars partici-
pating was so big we split them into two groups. Bill 
Schicker would take the first group and head to-
wards Letchworth State Park and I would wait 10 to 
15 minutes before leading the second group. We 
had a very large bunch of Porsches leaving Porsche 
of Rochester for the scenic drive and picnic. Neither 
Kevin nor Tim was able to join us, maybe next year. 

 
Bill lead his group down and his radio partner was Fred Paine. Tony Frandina, in his beautiful 2014 Boxster 
agreed to head up the road and be on radio for my group. The radios really help keep the groups cohesive. We 
didn’t lose anyone from either group the whole distance to the park. 
 
When we got to the park there were a few Porsches from the Buffalo area waiting to join us. We had to do a car 
count so we could pay the park entrance fee. We settled on 37 Porsches and Hank Beamer paid the bill. 

 
We started the tour of beautiful Letchworth 
State Park with our first stop at Upper Falls. It 
was a welcome bathroom break. It amazes me 
that every year we find a few people who have 
never been to the park. I am glad they chose to 
come explore with us. Upper falls offers close 
up shots of the falls as you are standing right 
on the brink. You can look right across the 
leading edge where the water tumbles over the 
cliff. It’s pretty impressive. There is also a little 
cascade of to the left from the main falls that 
can result in beautiful double rainbows on a 
sunny day. Today was not sunny unfortunately. 
 

Our next stop was the across the road from the old archery field. This spot has be best views of the gorge in my 
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opinion. You can get beautiful shots both up and down river. There were a lot of turkey vultures flying today but 
we didn’t see and bald eagles (yet!!). 
 
Back in the cars and on to stop number three, Tea Table rock. We were getting a little behind schedule so we 
had to cut this visit a little short. Half the group ambled across the road for yet another beautiful view of the 
gorge. The other half hung around and talked cars in the parking lot. Once more we got everyone into their cars 
and headed north in the park to our final destination, South Lodge, where the picnic was waiting. When we 
rolled into the parking lot and everyone had exited their vehicles I went out and counted cars. We had a total of 
42 Porsches and 5 or 6 other vehicles in attendance. This is yet another record for this event which continues to 
grow every year. 

 
Everyone was pretty hungry by now so it was welcome news that the chili was ready. The 
chili came in two varieties, mild and hot. I almost waited too long because when I final got in 
the line the hot chili was down to scrappings. But what delicious scrappings they were. There 
were plenty of toppings for the chili as well so you had no problem finding a combination that 
worked for you. 
 
Soon the call came out that the grill was ready to serve. Hotdogs both red and white plus 
some terrific burgers were available. Rich De Asis did all the cooking, same as last year. He 
turned down my offer of help with the grill. (He later DID accept my offer to help clean up.) A 
number of folks came early to South Lodge to help set things up which was much appreciat-
ed. 
 
Someone got the idea to rearrange the cars in the parking lot for a better group shot. The 

maneuvering looked like a Marx brothers movie but the end result was the cars were in a position for a terrific 
group shot. I can’t wait to see it. While we were maneuvering Babs looked up in the sky and found that Bald Ea-
gle that we missed earlier. Any day you see a 
Bald Eagle is a good day. 
 
We got all the way to the end of our event and 
not a single rain drop had made an appearance. 
We dodged a bullet on the weather. I would love 
to be able to take credit for the great weather but 
that just isn’t the case. We got lucky. 

 
It’s hard to believe that the 2013 driving season 
is virtually over. Oh I know there will days where 
many of you will be out in your cars but this is 
the last driving event on our 2013 calendar. Now 
it’s time to start thinking about next year’s driving 
season. What we do in 2014 all starts with the preplanning meeting in December. Make sure you are there and 
bring your ideas. 
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In keeping with the Fall Theme and the Chili Run, George Hitchcock 
submitted this Porsche Pumpkin  photo. Nice bit of carving, George.  
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MY TRACK DAYS AT  THE GLEN 
 

By Dan Sliwinski 
Images by Dan Sliwinski 

 

 I have wanted to be part of a DE for quite some time, finally 2 years later I registered.  Now it was up to me to make sure 
my car is 100% track ready, not only for me but for everyone else who will be on the track with me.  First and foremost, before 
you turn the key for the 1st time one must realize the person who is sitting in the passenger seat is taking a risk.  Their safety is in 
your hands.  They have a life, a family and  maybe a child that need them more than we do.  Most owners of Porsches have a de-
sire to learn more about themselves  and the relationship they have with their car or at least think they have.   I really didn’t know 
what to expect or realize at the conclusion of the 2 days.   

As you pull in at the Glen, the first person you see is the chief instructor, Rich DeAsis greeting 
you at the gate and giving instructions.  By the way he is also the last guy you see as you pull 
off the track, smiling and shaking your hand at the end of the event.   They take you 
around the track pointing out the line, where the grip is, etc.  Next you go to the mandatory 
'greenie' meeting. Then register, turn in your forms and finally go thru final inspection in the 
garage, all before 9pm. 

DAY ONE 

It’s Monday morning, you grab breakfast and head for the track.  Attend the mandatory driver meeting and go to class.  They 
go over rules, regulations, protocol, flags, safety procedures, etc.  They get feedback from 1st timers, why you are here.  They em-
phasize you need to trust your instructor. They stress doing things in small increments, smoothly.  Toward the end of class they 
mention we will be getting rain but don’t worry, we drive in it all the time.  In his very next breath Rich reminds us to use caution 
because you can hydroplane at 75mph.   

In a separate meeting you meet your instructor for the first time, mine is John Cosachov.  Af-
ter a short intro I offer him the keys so he can show me the preferred line & more importantly 
the rain line. Thinking of driving on a race track for the first time makes you a bit nervous 
especially when you know rain is coming.   You learn it is required to drive with the windows 
down while we are on the track.  After a couple laps we switch seats.  Half way around on the 
1st lap the rain starts.  2nd lap rain is worse, John says don’t worry “we’re good”.  Lap 3 & it’s 
pouring, definitely driving the rain line.  We come out of a turn, straighten out and start 
hydroplaning. I feather the gas, car settles down & we are heading straight down the track, 
windows down.  John says look where the water is running across the track & just stay 
high.  Now it’s a monsoon, my rain sensitive wipers are flapping faster than a hummingbird 

wing's in flight.  The winds are probably blowing at 70 or 40 mph, horizontal, visibility sucks but we are driving.  I look in 
my mirror and see 3 cars behind me.  As we come out of turn 11 they pull in the pits, but we are driving windows down.  On the 
next lap the black flags are out, session over.  OH BOY WHAT FUN!! 

After drying out we are back in class.  Rich explains there will be an immense amount of information coming at us through-
out the day.  There may be times when it seems confusing, but be smooth, move the wheel in slow small increments.  Most of all 
take care of yourself first.  Shortly after class they announce the track is closed and we get a long lunch. 
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In our third class, Rich continues going over basic driving skills with a heavy emphasis on safety.  He explains the track is 
open and drying out but water will continue to weep out of seams.  Most importantly stay off the painted rumble strips, they are 
not your friend, especially when wet.   

It’s 2:25 pm time for my 3rd track session.  John and I go out.  I am hanging on his every word trying to put it together as we 
go around the track.  Slow in, smooth out, stay off the paint, learning as I go.  The track is continually getting better. John continu-
ally gives instruction in a calm cool voice one step at a time.  Now the clouds are clearing and best of all, we stayed dry. 

0:05 pm last session of the day.  John has me working on each element I practiced in the previous session.  So far I have been 
doing ok but still need to work on braking, entrance in several turns, especially 6 & 9.   I need to put each phase of each element 
together, especially entering turns at the best angle.  I have to control my entry  speed, getting the car to settle is a bit  more of a 
challenge than one thinks.  Each turn is just somewhat different, some are uphill some are downhill while others have a late apex.  
He prompts me to use the rumble strips in some turns and stay off others.  I begin to see coordination between the class room 
and the track.  The amazing thing is John is teaching on the track and Rich is teaching from the class room but somehow they’re 
both in sync. 

At the end of the first day I was asked what I thought so far. I didn’t have an answer, I was still trying to understand what  
actually happened to me.  Now that I have had the opportunity to reflect back after class and driving on the track, the answer is 
something like this.  It’s humbling, it’s fun, it’s rewarding, and most of us think we know  something about driving, but reality 
sinks in at an alarming rate 

DAY TWO 

The day starts out with the driver’s meeting.  After the meeting we are back in 
class.  We are told the track is cold and grip is minimal at best.  A cold track is 39 
degrees.  This is the point when high performance tires lose grip.  So 39 degrees plus 
high performance tires = ZERO traction.  We go out on the track and despite all I 
accomplished yesterday I couldn’t get it together today.  At best it was just a medio-
cre run for me.   

Second class of the day, we now get into the 2 types of rumble strips, alligator & FIA.  
FIA’s are ok to use but alligator strips are deep and have 90 degree grooves. These 
will definitely turn you around.  Next we have an open discussion,  braking and trail 
braking are explained.  Rich now gives a brief description of how the classes were 
years earlier and the process everyone has gone through to make it what it is today.  
He tells us there will be a special speaker at our next class who is a direct product 
from the school.  We are also to practice pass-byes on designated straightaways.   

I meet John at the car and just as I hoped he has a lesson plan for me.  He wants me to increase track awareness by pointing 
out the flag station, roof color, distance away, which side of the track they are on, etc.  This forces you to lift your eyes looking 
further down the track, seeing more sooner.  I start running better, hitting more of my marks, recognizing track out points.  Most 
of all I start to relax, my body isn’t as tense and I feel it is my best outing of the day.   

I’m back at the garage and just finished checking tire pressures and John pulls up in his Blue Cayman R.  Yells out the window 
“get your helmet and let’s go”.   This wasn’t supposed to happen, but somehow they’re letting us go out together.  We pull up to 
the gate for pit row and Rich waves us on.  John exits turn 1, 2, 3, and 0. Before I know it we are on the back straight away in the 
bus stop.  It becomes abundantly apparent how smooth he is in the turns.  How evenly the car responds to his every command as 
he goes through the gears.  All this time I am in awe of how good he really is.  Despite everything he is doing with the car he is still 
giving me lessons, showing me optimum entry points, touching rumble strips, hitting the apex and getting the most out of the 
turns during exit.  We are getting ready to enter turn 6, he points out when the last part of the fence on the right which visually 
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overlaps with the left side fencing on the inside of the turn. When the right side fencing no longer overlaps the inside fencing, that 
is where he likes to turn in a little to meet the apex, something I have been struggling with.  The opportunity to ride with your 
instructor, observe and just listen was special in itself. 

   

  Its 2:25 pm, my third session of the day.  I feel good about everything.  John has done a great job getting me to 
control the car in all phases of my learning experience, entry speed, 40% braking, patience in the turns as I  approach the apex, 
using more of the race track at track out.  As a result of John’s lessons I am entering turns slower and the car isn’t plowing any 
more so my understeer is diminishing.  I am carrying more speed throughout the turns.  I am not working the car as hard and I  
am reaping the benefits.  John now wants to work on turn 10.  I ask, “What do you want me to do?”  John: “NO BRAKES”. Me: “NO 
BRAKES????”   John: “YEP!!!!.”  Me: “YOU SURE???”  John: “YEP,  you don’t need them.” Me: “OK.”  We come up to turn10, I am at 
the 150’ marker, I lift off the gas and then I enter the turn, we are at the apex and begin exiting. John: “That wasn't bad.”  Several 
passes later, I am coming in faster, lifting near the 100’ marker and carrying a more speed out of the turn.  Now the car wants to 
use the entire track on exit.  John now gives me double thumbs up. 

 0:05 pm LAST SESSION.  This time out John doesn’t want me down shifting at the bus stop.  He tells me the car has plen-
ty of momentum to carry the turn.  He prompts me down the back straight, now brake, off brakes and turn.  I am amazed how 
smooth the car handled the turn. On top of that it let me set up that much sooner for the carousel.  I’ve learned doing less to the 
car is sometimes better than more. It’s amazing what can be accomplished in 2 short days when you have people with skill sets 
this good.  My last session on the track was my best because everyone here brought it out of me.  I HAD A BLAST.  I know where I 
will be in May 2010. 

 

 As one progresses through this event you begin to realize all the 
time and devotion everyone has contributed to make it a success, without 
them this could never happen.  It begins long before scheduling the date, 
the comprehensive event planning, instructor training program, protocol, 
extensive focus on safety.  It’s the people at registration, group run lead-
ers, driver meetings, final inspection team and lesson planning both on 
and off the track. It’s the people at each flag station all day, every day 
regardless of weather.  Oh by the way, as you talk with some of the more 
seasoned participants you find out not only does Rich involve himself in 
all aspects of the event, he sits down with the owner of TEE SHIRT EX-
PRESS and designs one of a kind event shirts.  This is more than a car 
club. It is a well-honed organization from the word go.  For those of you 
that have never taken part in this type of an event I urge you to see your 
club at its best. 
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The Lewiston Jazz Festival 
By Lisa Paine 

(with continuous running commentary by Fred Paine) 

 
 
It’s a beautiful, clear, day, not a cloud in the sky as 
we set out on the Thruway bright and early Satur-
day a.m , our 991 911S raring to go but keeping it 
in rein , nothing to make us late for the Lewiston 
Jazz Festival ! As we’re driving from Rochester 
towards Buffalo lots of cars pass, 20- something 
drivers smiling at the car with thumbs up. How 
disconcerting– up ahead, a truck is leaking some 
oil, quick, out of his path before this ruins the fresh 
shine of Fred’s wash and wax the night before. 
Farther along, 3 SUV’s traveling together pass by, 
“Don’t Tread on Me’ stickers on their cars, more 
thumbs up!! 
 
As we continue on, amazingly the Estimated Time 

of Arrival on our GPS, due to the magic of Porsche, keeps decreasing ... at this rate we may arrive before we 
left! Finally we arrive at Academy Park in Lewiston just before 10, to be warmly greeted by Bob Bijak, Niagara 
PCA/Jaguar Club. Bob and his lovely wife Sharon have brought their elegant S Type 1954 Jag, a cool green 
sedan, and it’s a beauty, gleaming in the sun. 
 

There is a wide assortment of Spitfires, MG’s and of course beautiful vintage Jaguars; covering a gamut 
of years. We search for a kindred spirit, and are in luck, when Sam Sirianni and his wife Christine arrive from the 
Buffalo PCA in their bright red Porsche ‘86 911 RS. Their friend Brian Jones, in tow, brought an ‘89 Jag, so they 
have all the bases covered! 
 

At 11:00 we assemble for our escort, two serious fellows in civilian gear on Harleys (“police escort” had 
been mentioned in the event write-up, so this is a little unclear). Alas we are accidentally split up into 2 groups 
as we proceed to form a parade into town, (causing a heated discussion between the 2 Harley guys when the 
other one finally catches up) so 3 of us went ahead of the pack, a short “parade” of cars to be sure. However it’s 
all good at the end, as we line up to park in the middle of the action all along Center Street. Then we set up our 
chairs in the shadiest spot possible, just in front of The Frontier House, break out the coolers and proceed to 
enjoy the music, food and company. The melodic tunes of My Cousin Tone and the Barroom Buzzards entertain 
us from the stage at The Frontier House while the brassy tunes of Pete Ciraolo’s All Star Big Band can be heard 
from the other end of the street at the Main Stage. There are a number of bands playing all day, cool jazz enter-
taining us while the weather could not be better. 
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All of the cars attract lots of attention, and it’s an appreciative crowd, very interested in learning about 
the cars (as well as take a few pics, both in and out of the cars, along the way). 
 
Lots of great food is at hand, although we cannot resist going straight for some beef on weck, a specialty of 
western New York. Many stands offer delicious cold beverages as well, as do our wonderful hosts, Bob and 
Sharon, who are happy to share not only their beverages, but their company, along with other members of their 
club. They make us feel right at home at this special event co-hosted with their club, The Buffalo Jaguar Club. 
We are very glad we went. 
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 Story by Johan Spijker and Sue Reesen 

Images by Maria Spijker and Tom Lyons 

 

 Our annual Fall Dinner was held at Terry Hills Golf Course on November 16 and was enjoyed by a record 128 attendees. 
Thanks to my bride for spearheading this effort as well as support from Gloria and George Hitchcock, Pat and Tom Needell, 
Sue Reesen  and Chad Juby and by the superb staff at Terry Hills. We offered the Rich Thompson Trio for our listening 
pleasure and then settled in for a great dinner after the cocktail hour.  

 

 The Fall Dinner is our showcase event and our club President, Rich DeAsis re-capped the highlights of the many events 
sponsored by our club. Many of the new events came from ideas that  were gleaned from our membership at the Planning 
Meeting which was held back in January, 2013. Our next Pre Planning Meeting for 2014 events will be held at Terry Hills on 
December 3 at 6:30, so bring your ideas and wish list items that you would like to sponsor for the upcoming year. 

 I would like to highlight all the money our membership donated during the year to all the worthy recipients with the following 
list: 

What a great year for giving! 

This years charities selected by the board to receive $1,000 each were: 

✦ American Red Cross, Disaster Relief, Typhoon Appeal 
✦ Lockport Salvation Army, designated for camperships to Camp Long Point 

✦ Graycliff Conservancy Inc 
✦ Flower City Habitat for Humanity 

✦ The Joel Avajon Memorial Fund 

In addition, six charity drawings were made from the attendees and awarded $500 each: 

✦ Betty Jerabeck - East House 

✦ Linda Hertel - Lollypop Farm Humane Society of Rochester 
✦ David Clark - Patriot Guard of New York 
✦ Mark Eksten - Flower City Habitat for Humanity 
✦ Lavina Schuessler - Buffalo City Mission 

✦ Don Stephans - American Cancer Society 

 

 In addition to all the monies donated, I would like to thank all the folks who donated the unwrapped 

toys that went to the Sojourner House in Rochester. That was quite a hall Santa had to make . 

https://www.redcross.org/donate/index.jsp?donateStep=2&itemId=prod4650031
http://www.salvationarmyusa.org/
http://graycliffestate.org/
http://www.rochesterhabitat.org/
http://niagarapca.org/images/uploads/news/Joel_Avajon_Memorial_Fund.jpg
http://easthouse.org/
http://www.lollypop.org/
http://www.pgrny.org/
http://www.rochesterhabitat.org/
http://www.buffalocitymission.org/
http://www.cancer.org/
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 Next on our agenda came the awards portion.  Congrats to Lou Betstadt for winning the NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP in 
PCA Club Racing “F” class with his Race Car Called #50  His article follows in this issue. What an accomplishment for 

Lou and his crew. This was followed by the annual Deegen Award that was bestowed on  Karen Gesell and Bob Veltz. 
Karen and Bob have been supporting the DE program for years ensuring 
everything runs smoothly on track. Bob is the Chief Steward and they both 
have been on track in excessive heat, freezing cold, wind, rain and fog. 
They have also volunteered at many events; such as the Frank Lloyd 
Wright Wine & Cheese, Fall Dinners, Ellicottville wine tasting and many 
more. They recently hosted an event, the Belhurst Castle Brunch, and co-
hosted the Northern Adventure.  Our annual Photo Contest winners were 

announced as well with the Best Photo going to Cheryl Barrett, Most 
Creative Photo going to Tom (and Babs) Lyons and Most Humorous 
Photo going to Peter Calabrese. Thanks to all those who participated and 

voted for their favorites.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would also be remiss in not mentioning our special guests, Joe and Gale Ajavon and their son’s memorial fund. Joe and 
Gale Ajavon are close with many of our members in addition to their ties with GVC BMW. Their son Joel was killed in a car 

accident in August of this year. 

Just like his father, Joel Ajavon was always ready to help a friend. Many of his friends have expressed their appreciation 

for what Joel did for them. He truly made a difference in their lives. 

In Joel's memory, a fund is being established thru the Southside Church for Christ. This fund is intended to carry on Joel's 
penchant for being there for others. It will be used to help those within the church and the community with short-term, 
immediate needs. The fund will be administered through the church and recipients identified by a small committee in-

cluding representation for the Ajavon family. 

Please consider making a donation in Joel's name to this fund. 

Donations can be made to: 

The Joel Ajavon Memorial Fund 
c/o The Southside Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 20760 

Rochester, NY 14602-0760 

Help Joel continue to help others. 
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A Race Car Called #50 
By 

Lou Betstadt 
Stitched together by Tom Lyons 

 
Note: My editor ramblings will be in RED to distinguish my 
comments from Lou’s and the team’s remarks which are in 
black and indented. 
 
Lou and his team of volunteers never cease to amaze me. 
This team of dedicated VOLUNTEERS (let me say that again 
so it sinks in….VOLUNTEERS) are kicking butt in F class. 
They are very high in points nationally right now, ahead of 
teams with paid staff. That certainly arouses my soul. 
 
Lou tells us below where the team is now as they have finished with Summit Point and are getting ready for 
their last race of the season in Carolina. As always, there is work to be done to get ready for the next race. 
 

Hi Tom, 
Once again, a masterfully crafted piece. You are amazing in amassing all the parts of the puzzle and 
presenting a readable account of what racing is really all about. I appreciate your dedication, talent 
and patience regarding all things Niagara, Flatout, and, in particular support of #50. 
Busy today with my older daughter's wedding shower! 
Best regards to you and Babs, 
Lou 
 
 
Hi Everyone, 
 
Just a note to remind you that the Summit Point PCA Club Race weekend (September 26-29) is 
coming up and there is room for one or two more crew. Paul Reynolds, Jeff Houston and John Roe 
(good friend, NYS Trooper, perennial gear head, motorcycle enthusiast, BMW fanatic, drag racer, 
crewed for Roy Hopkins and Adrienne Hughes on their Targa New Finland Rally wins) have commit-
ted for the race weekend. However if you are coming I need to know no later than this Wednesday, 
September 11. 
 
Paul Reynolds and I will need help on Monday, September 12 starting at 2 PM at the Doghouse. 
The passenger side, rear torsion bar ride height adjustment process will be undertaken and torsion 
bar races and bearings need to be cleaned and greased. In addition the mufflers have been rein-
forced and re-welded to prevent them from stress cracking and falling off. They will need to be reat-
tached. Front brake pads need to be replaced. A final nut a bolt check will be necessary before the 
Summit Point Race. We will weigh and corner balance and the car making sure it meets the required 
minimum weight per PCA Club Racing Rulebook. Furthermore I will be attending the BMW DE 
School (September 20-22) as an Instructor. On that Friday, Instructors are given the entire day as an 
open track day. I plan on scrubbing in new tire sets and brake pads as well as completing a shake-
down of the cars dynamic performance. This will be the last chance to check things out before the 
race 

A Race Car Called #50 
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Yesterday, Paul Reynolds and I attempted to switch the driver's side rear spring plates to the easier 
adjustable Weltmeister Sway Away system. Unfortunately after removing the existing suspension 
pieces it was apparent the Sway Away pieces are completely non stock fitment requiring only Sway 
Away bushings and pieces. This meant that all of the "trick" custom parts and aftermarket pieces 
that we have used to make #50's handling so competitive, and dreaded by our competitors, would 
have to be taken off. We decided to reinstall the stock spring plates and all of the stock fitment, cus-
tom and aftermarket 
pieces. Installing the 
Sway Away's and 
converting to all of it's 
systems would be 
time consuming and 
very costly. Further-
more it meant that 
only Sway Away parts 
could be used and 
any stock fitment af-
termarket piece would 
no longer be able to 
fit. It is not uncommon 
for a part to fail at a 
race. Although I carry 
a boat load of spare 
parts with me in the 
trailer, I may not have the exact part needed. That means I have to go around to the various race 
trailers and racers to see if they have the part I did not bring along. The likelihood of having a stock 
or stock fitment as a replacement is good. However it is unlikely they would carry unique specialty 
parts for a Sway Away system. So we decided to retain the slightly more cumbersome but equally 
accurate torsion bar indexing adjustment for changing ride height. During our work we discovered 
the outer race and poly/bronze torsion bar bearing were dry, desperately needing cleaning and lubri-
cation. The bearing cover retainer came off easily as did the torsion bar bearing. However the race 
had to be removed by heating and slowly "walking down" the torsion bar cover tube. Once cleaned, 
the races were installed with Blue Loctite and races and bearings received a heavy coat of high 
quality, moly-impregnated, high pressure use, water resistant grease upon assembly. Putting the 
parts back was not an issue using reverse order. Races (inner/outer), and bearings next, followed by 
torsion bar cover and then the bearing retainer cover. Then the torsion bar access cover goes over 
the body hole followed by the rocker panel cover, and then the rubber protective strip and finally the 
end cap covers. We'll need to do all of this for the passenger side. 
 
Hopefully you can attend some of the time at the Doghouse on the 16th. Be sure to call me on the 
cell before you come out to learn about the status of the tasks at hand. I don't want you to come out 
needlessly unless you just want to hang out and have some pizza. 
 
Warmest regards to all, 
 
Lou 

 
We are getting towards the end of the racing season now. Only one even remains, Carolina Motorsports 
Park (CMP) October 26-27. The championship is within reach. 

A Race Car Called #50 
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Hi Tom, 
 
We are coming down to the wire and there is one race venue left on the East Coast, Carolina Motor-
sports Park (CMP) October 26-27. The Championship will be determined from those race results. 
Team #50 is very close and currently 2nd in the National Points. We are excited and proud to repre-
sent the Niagara Region and our sponsors Long Pond Autobody and Eksten's Auotowerks in this 
final pursuit. 
 
Our results were somewhat mixed at the Summit Point, WV PCA Race. There were five races with 
two of the last races counting for points. One of my main competitors was present (car #201, very 
fast driver, and currently on probation for hitting #50 in the second race at Watkins Glen earlier this 
year). Friday's practice sessions went well and culminated with #50 winning the Fun Race at the end 
of the day. 
 
Saturday brought mild temperatures but cloudy skies. Qualifying was in the morning and I was sec-
ond in-class on the grid. Our F Class was the least powerful class in the race so there was lots of 
competition and exciting racing. During the race I encountered an increasingly balky transmission 
and a slight sputtering/gasping of the engine in the higher RPM's. I managed to hold onto a Third 
Place position. Coming off the track I could not shift in or out of any gear. The #50 crew (Paul Reyn-
olds, Jeff Houston and John Roe) immediately started tackling the mechanical issues, desperately 
attempting to get the car ready for the next race. 
 
By some miracle the crew 
had solved #50's issues 
and I was able to get back 
on the track for the next 
Sprint race. We finished 
First in-class. What a 
rollercoaster of emotions! 
Unfortunately #201 had an 
incident running off track 
and damaging his front 
bumper badly. I was able 
to pass the leading F car 
and finished First in F 
Class. The transmission 
was performing better but 
the engine sputtering was 
still evident at higher RPM's. More work was done by the crew and several issues were repaired and 
reworked in an attempt to correct the running problems in preparation for the next day, which would 
bring the two points races of the weekend. 
 
The Sunday weather was mild again with clouds very evident and offering a constant threat of rain, 
which never appeared. The crew made last minute adjustments and kept #50 looking clean and pro-
fessional. The race was one of the highlights of my racing career. Again, #201 gave us a great 
points race, swapping the lead with #50 seven times. It was a very close race. I got caught behind 
one of the slower higher (more powerful) class cars in the last lap and could not make up the ground 
between me and #201. He finished First in-class and I Second. During the race, I posted and official 

A Race Car Called #50 
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lap time that was the fastest I had ever been around the Summit Point track, and was within 2/10"s 
of the Class Track Record. What a race! All was working perfectly. I thought that #50 had magically 
healed itself. 
 
The next race was the Enduro and was also a points race. The gremlins returned however and the 
engine continued to sputter, especially in turns and the shifting was very reluctant. I was holding on 
to second place by a slim margin, again trailing #201 by six car lengths. The clock continued to wind 
down and the laps clicked by without any significant change to #50's condition or my placement. 
However during the third to last lap of the race I came around one of the last corners and my crew 
exclaimed that #201 was in the Black Flag (penalty) Station after hitting another car while going into 
a corner. He was done for the race. Although #50 was not at its best during the last laps, we crossed 
the finish line First In Class! As the crew often says, "you need to be running and cross the finish line 
in order to take the checkered flag!" 
 
So as we left Summit Point the two points races on Sunday were very strong results for the #50 
Team. A Second and First In Class finishes firmly entrenched us Second in the National Points bat-
tle. We will take #50 home to the Doghouse and work on the bugs that plagued us this weekend. 
Racing sure is exciting, frustrating, disappointing, exhilarating....never dull! 
 
As always I will keep you posted on future developments of #50. 
 
Best regards to you and Babs, 
 
Lou 

 
Lou issues a “call to arms” for the guys in the doghouse. A last push is needed to get ready for the last race. 
 

Hi Tom, 
 
A call to arms to the crew. Hopefully we can identify and correct the issues that surfaced for #50 at 
Summit Point. 
 
Regards, 
 
Lou 

 
Paul lines up some of the actions that need to be completed by the doghouse crew. 
 

We are going to meet at the Doghouse on Tuesday afternoon to do a final check on #50. There is a 
clutch hydraulic line to be replaced, speedometer to connect and a general once over. All are invited 
and any input is appreciated. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Paul 

 
Lou’s note below outlines some additional work needed at the doghouse. 
 

Hi Tom, 
 

A Race Car Called #50 
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More parts to modify and improve the stock set up (and to make maintenance a lot more user friend-
ly prior to and at the track). 
 
Regards, 
 
Lou 

 
And Paul’s reply about the additional work needed. The part required has been identified along with P/N and 
where to get it. These guys are GOOD! 
 

Hi Lou, 
 
Go to Pelicanparts.com and search part no. 928-351-945-03-OEM 
 
You will find a valve for your car for $9.00 
 
Talk to you soon, 
 
Paul 

 
Lou gives me an overview of where they are right now and what things are bumps in the road they must get 
past. 
 

Hi Tom, 
 
Thought I would update you on some of the issues that surfaced at our last Summit Point race. 
Hopefully we have resolved these problems. 
 
The difficulty in shifting the transaxle was analyzed when #50 was up on the lift at the Doghouse. 
We observed when the clutch was depressed, the braided portion of clutch slave cylinder supply line 
swelled and expanded. We think the extra volume and drop of pressure that resulted in the line re-
duced the pressure applied to the clutch release fork and therefore the clutch was not fully disengag-
ing. This would explain the difficulty in shifting the transaxle, especially when the brake fluid (which 
supplies the fluid to the slave cylinder) got hot, the line swelled even more providing less pressure. 
We replaced the supply line with a new line and it appears to have corrected the problem. We will 
see how the shifting works under race conditions which we were not able to duplicate. Unfortunately 
the next race will be the test. 
 
The sputtering of the engine was a difficult problem to find. However as often occurs, the solution 
can be a simple fix. After checking compression in the cylinders, measuring electrical sensors speci-
fications, engine/fuel management vacuum, fuel pressure, spark systems including the plugs, every-
thing seemed to meet or exceed specifications. While we were scratching our heads to decide what 
the next step would be Paul Reynolds happened to check the electrical connections to the starter 
posts. Amazingly one of the lead wires on the post of the solenoid, which also supplies power to the 
MSD box, which supplies power to the coil, was loose on the post. Apparently the nut holding the 
connection had come loose allowing the wire connection to flop around. This was causing an inter-
mittent flow of electrical power preventing the engine from running consistently. The connection was 
tightened snugly. Hopefully this resolved our engine issues as we head to our last race in Carolina 
Motorsports Park (CMP). 
 

A Race Car Called #50 
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I thought you might be interested. 
 
Regards, 
 
Lou 

 
Lou sets the parameters for the trip south and what to expect for the weekend. He makes it sound so matter 
of fact but there is a lot riding on this, the yearend championship is at stake here. I could never be that calm. 
 

Good Morning Gentlemen, 
 
I wanted to make sure that all of us are on the same page. Jeff is planning to meet me at my house 
at 2:30 AM on Wednesday. We will head to the DH to hook up the trailer with hopes to leave by 3 
AM. Joe and Dave will meet us at the DH by 3 AM. No later. We have a long tow ahead of us; ap-
proximately 15 hours. The plan is to drive straight to the Carolina Motorsports Park (CMP) track and 
find a good spot for the trailer. Once we have disconnected, we'll head to the Charlotte airport to pick 
up Paul whose flight will land approximately at 7 PM. I would suggest we have dinner in Charlotte. 
Then we can head to our motel in Lancaster, SC. 
 
Thursday is a Test and Tune day sponsored by CMP and is not connected with the PCA event. It will 
be an opportunity for me to get acquainted with the track, make suspension adjustments and correct 
any mechanical issues that may surface (hopefully none will present themselves). 
 
Friday is an officially part of the PCA Race schedule and is dedicated to practice. Typically the fast-
est lap time recorded during the 3rd practice session determines grid position for the Qualifying Ses-
sion on Saturday. Qualifying for grid position for the first Sprint will occur on Saturday morning. 
 
There will be two points races during the weekend. The Second Sprint on Saturday and the Enduro 
on Sunday are points races. 
 
As of this note I am Second in the PCA Club Racing National Championship, F Class ranking. Ac-
cording to the #50 Team Statistician, Jeff Houston, we need 17 points to win the Championship. Alt-
hough not easy, it is possible for us to acquire these points assuming I can obtain a First or Second 
Place in the second sprint and all six other F cars finish the race. A First Place in the Enduro would 
insure, beyond reproach, the title for us. There are some very good drivers who are my competition 
and most consider CMP their home track. It will be great racing. 
 
It is my honor to be the beneficiary of so many good friends who revel in the challenge that Team 
#50, a group of all volunteer gear heads, can compete with some of the best professionally prepared 
teams and drivers in PCA Club Racing. Although the makeup of the team has changed over the 
years, there is a constant. The #50 Team has always been made up of creative, talented crew mem-
bers who have a desire to win, have fun and never give up under adversity. We all know that racing 
has its ups and downs. But experiencing all of that as a team, towards the goal of winning a race, is 
an uplifting, bonding experience. Thank you all present and past crew members. I am committed to 
you all to do my best to win the title. It is wonderful to know you are all in the car with me as I com-
plete each lap. 
 
See you soon and looking forward to the race, 
 
Lou 

A Race Car Called #50 
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Before I finished writing this article the results from Carolina became available. Rather than blurt out the re-
sults I think you need to read the last few reports from Lou and the team. I will say that what took place at 
Carolina was AMAZING. It took a HUGE team effort along with some assistance from other teams, including 
some F class competitors to get through the weekend. 
 
First a note from one of Lou’s F class competitors, Allen Hunter and Lou’s reply. 
 

Subject: Hey Louis! 
 
Great to see you again this weekend! 
 
Hope you won the National Championships! You deserve it, awesome driver and awesome team! 
 
Here’s a photo from the podium on Sunday. 
 
Time to buy adjustable shocks and better wheels with different off-sets so I can run wider tires! 
I am not giving up on F class 
See ya next year! 
 
Hunter 
 
 
P.S.-I think we need to officially petition PCA Racing to re-classify the Boxsters into G class. They 
have no business running in F. 
If you look at the times that Burdette did, that was equal to G cars and H cars even. What do you 
think? 

 
Lou’s reply. 
 

Hi Hunter, 
 
It was great to see you and Mark (and Will) at CMP. You weren’t on the original roster so it was a 
pleasant surprise to see you. Thanks for the pic. 
 
Thank you for your generosity with parts sharing and pitching in to get our motor/trans back in place. 
The good humor exchange and hands on assistance lifted our spirits and helped our tired crew finish 
a nasty job in cold 41 degree temperature. 
 
You are a fearsome competitor and I look forward to racing with you on the track next year. I predict 
that a Class Championship is in your future. You are beginning to get the physical pieces and mental 
processes in place to be a consistent winner. Your turn is coming. Just remember we little guys 

when you are up on the podium ☺ 

 
One of the Carolinas Region Boxster S F Class competitors came up to me after the first sprint in 
disbelief that a “stock” Boxster S could perform at that level. He further intimated that an unnamed 
individual thought that there was competition gears (not stock) in that Boxster S and there was the 
possibility of a formal protest being lodged. I heard nothing further on the topic. 
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We believe that after the Carolina Enduro victory, Team #50 secured the National Championship, F 
Class. We will know positively on November 16, 2013. Needless to say I wanted the Championship 
for the crew as well as they are so important and vital to the whole operation. I am very privileged to 
have them as friends. 
 
Enjoy the winter projects and continued good fortune with your coaching business. See you next 
year with some of Linda’s chocolate chip cookies! 
 
Regards, 
 
Lou 
 

The news is getting around, Lou and the Dogs might have won the F Class National Championship. Check 
the congrats notes from Ken Buschner, Ted Brewer and Jim Tulloch. 
 

Lou, 
 
Many congratulations on your achievement….as the driver you understand the level of competition 
we face in PCA which is very challenging. The racing is intense and tough as hell. That component 
alone is a huge accomplishment. Additionally to have the top notch and dedicated crew to solve all 
of the issues you faced this season is incredible. I cannot imagine a more knowledgeable or harder 
working team. You have my admiration and the team deserves as much recognition as the racer! 
Cheers, Ken 
 
Ken Buschner 
 
 
 
Lou: 
 
Is it definitive? Are you the champion? I hope it is so, you and the team have worked very hard at 
the seasons racing. 
 
Ted Brewer 
 
 
First, it appears that congratulations are in order to Lou for being the 2013 national champion in PCA 
club racing in his run group. While not an absolute certainty.....it is as close as it can be at this time. 
What a great accomplishment. 
 
Jim Tulloch 
 

Lou sent me the following note and about 20 pictures about the weekend at Carolina. This note and the pic-
tures doesn’t even begin to tell the story of what has been the MO for this team all season, facing adversity 
and overcoming it. 
 

Hi Tom, 
 
These are some of the pictures taken by one of the substitute crew guys, my friend Dave Palermo, 
while we were at CMP. Also you will see some of the pics as we were taking out the engine and sep-
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arating the transaxle to repair the clutch on Saturday eve. We were trying to get #50 back together 
again for our last race on Sunday, the 90 minute Enduro and the last chance for us to get the requi-
site points to win the PCA Club Racing National Championship, F Class. You now know the out-
come :-) I'll try to write the article in the near future. 
 
Regards, 
 
Lou 
 

In Lou’s note about he doesn’t go into the fact that they had to yank the engine and separate the transmis-
sion to get at the clutch and they did this while the temp was about 40 degrees and they were laying on the 
grass, i.e. no pavement, no garage, no lift. Are you impressed yet? If you were to see what has happened to 
this team this racing season in a movie you’d say what a bunch of made up BS but these guys are living 
proof and the entire story is true. 
 
Now that the season is over it is time to recognize those who made it possible. I sent Lou a note with the list 
of names I thought were his primary crew members. Those names are: 
 

 Joe Ajavon 

  

 Paul Dewing 

  

 Jeff Houston 

  

 Paul Reynolds 

  

 Aaron Roberts 

  

 
Lou said that yes that was his crew but in typical Car #50 of sharing the wealth Lou proceeded to identify 
several others who made significant contributions towards their 2013 season. Lou’s note is below. 
 

Hi Tom, 
 
Yes you have all the crew members who have worked on the car for current National Championship. 
However Jim Tulloch and Don Henderson helped me get started in racing in 1998 and stayed with 
me as crew for many years. Others who have helped out along the way are: Bob Poirier, Tom Kubi-
ak, Peter Swift, Rich DeAsis, Brian Daley, John Roe, Dave Palermo and last but not least id my 
wonderful wife Linda who has put up with my racing addiction all these years and has never failed to 
bake chocolate chip cookies for the crew for each race (the crew is very possessive of those cookies 
and often hide them from prying eyes including my own!). 
 

I also need to than my major sponsors whose unwavering support helped make this team possible. My major 
sponsors are Long Pond Autobody (Tom Hebert, Owner); Eksten's Autowerks, (Larry Eksten, Owner); and 
Louis Betstadt, CFP, Financial Advisor. 

 
As I have said to you before, as the driver/owner of #50, I know that each member of the #50 Team 

A Race Car Called #50 



Page 32 
FALL 2013 

has their own unique talents and contribute in different ways that allow us to compete successfully 
on a national level. No one is more important on the team than the other. I am a very lucky person to 
be surrounded by team members who never give up and want to win as badly as I do. 
 
I will try to write the Carolina article by the end of this week. 
 
Regards to you and Babs, 
 
Lou 
 

How can you not like these guys. Even Lou’s competitors like these guys. See below. There is a note from 
Lou, a note from Chris White and a note from Lou to Oliver Hicks. 
 

Hi Everyone, 
 
Just to let you know that other competitors have taken note of our achievements. If you scroll down 
you might be able to 
see the pictures (must 
be down loaded from 
his original message) 
Chris took of #50. 
Thanks for all your help 
last Tuesday evening. I 
will try and be in attend-
ance at the next even-
ing soirée next week. I 
am waiting for word as 
to when most people 
can spring loose for 
another fun evening. 
Great camaraderie, ok 
subs, snacks and tend-
ing to the now storied 
#50. 
 
See you soon and thanks again, 
 
Lou 
 
To: Betstadt, Louis X 
Subject: RE: replacement plug 
 
When I saw you guys working on #50 on Saturday night I had flashbacks to our race at Lime Rock, 
we had to drop the transmission to change the clutch. Finished at 1am! 
 
Congratulations on your national 1st place – looks like the enduro win at CMP helped to clinch that 
by 1 point! 
 
Chris White 
Owner 
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944 Enhancement 
 
Hi Oliver, 
 
It was good to hear from you. I hope you and your wife are well. Happy Holidays as the festivities 
draw near. 
 
Congratulations on your official appointment as an instructor! I know the Niagara Instructor Develop-
ment Program is a strong, difficult development program. I was confident you were able to success-
fully navigate through the program and be a major asset to the Niagara Instructor ranks. As I've told 
you in the past it was my pleasure, as your mentor, to contribute to your goal of becoming an in-
structor. You came onto the scene as a talented driver. Welcome aboard! I look forward to seeing 
you in the instructor meetings prior to each DE. 
 
I am sorry that I missed the October Niagara DE. My daughter's wedding was beautiful and all its' 
activities were complimented by Indian Summer-like sunshine with Canandaigua Lake's calm waters 
in the background. Truly a picturesque scenario for a wedding! 
 
The next weekend I was racing down at Carolina Motorsports Park for my final race of the season. I 
was Second in the nation and a win in the Sprint or the Enduro would give me the PCA Club Racing 
National Championship, F Class. Unfortunately we lost a clutch on Saturday during the Sprint race. 
The #50 crew and I were extremely disappointed and there was a very brief time of feeling sorry for 
ourselves. But then the crew rallied and in their characteristic style, they decided we did not come all 
the way to go home without giving one last try to win the National Championship. The crew guys and 
I then proceeded to drop the engine/transaxle (I carry a spare clutch pressure plate, throw out bear-
ing, disc in my trailer) right there, on the grassy paddock. Six hours later, in the 41 degree darkness 
(we had trailer lights running off the generator) we started the engine and I went through the gears. 
Everything worked! 
 
The next morning was the Enduro. They combined all the classes together. GT-1 turbos were run-
ning with the lowest powered 914's and 944's, and everything in between. I was gridded 19th over-
all, first in F Class. I was determined to drive at my best knowing how much the crew wanted to win. 
The 90 minute Enduro seemed to fly by. At the end of the race Team #50 finished First in F Class 
and 10th overall. I was 46 seconds ahead of the closest F Class car! That win gave me and the 
hardworking Team #50 crew the National Championship (it's official now)! It has been a long and 
difficult season. Equipment failures plagued us all season long as well at this CMP race (constant 
engine hiccup/skip exiting every corner; broken wheel stud, inoperative stop light switch, broken 
clutch, etc.) . However the crew guys never gave up. As a driver/owner I knew, that if it was possible 
to fix/repair #50 the crew would figure out a way to get the car back on the track, and, I would figure 
a way to drive to a podium finish. Apparently all of our efforts were rewarded. 
 
Porsche calipers are amazing devices. They withstand hard use and in combination with Porsche 
stock rotors have become legend as the benchmark that other manufacturers aspire to. The calipers 
are designed in such a fashion as to allow the pads to be removed with ease. There is no unbolting 
of caliper mounting bolts or removing the caliper or swinging it up. Instead, depending on the model, 
a retaining spring or two retaining pins are removed and the pads are drawn out of the top of the 
caliper! Very easy. Not knowing what Porsche model your calipers came from, I can't guess at the 
adequacy of stopping power for your STI, after the switch. Keep in mind that your STI is heavier than 
many of the Porsche models and that you are carrying more speed than most of the drivers on the 
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track. It would be important to know the caliper piston volume/surface area of your stock STI calipers 
and compare that to the Porsche calipers. Hopefully you will have an increase by going with the Por-
sche product.  
 
In addition it is likely you will need to have adapter brackets made up to affix the calipers to your 
hubs in that the mounting holes for the Porsche calipers are probably different than your current 
hub's mounting holes. You will also need to check the sizing of your brake master cylinder volume to 
make sure the proper amount of fluid reaches the caliper pistons when you push down on the brake 
pedal. Hi performance brake pads are not inexpensive. However there are many choices out there 
as brake pad manufacturers pander to the Porsche enthusiast. Pad configurations are available from 
Pagid, Performance Friction, Cool Carbon, Stop Tech and many others. Obviously you want to use 
quality brake fluids that have a high dry boiling point and a high wet boiling point (resistance to mois-
ture absorption). Ate, Castrol, Brembo, Stop Tech, Motul are brake fluid manufacturers that produce 
high quality products with varying high performance specifications and resultant resistance to brake 
fade. 
 
Good luck with your brake modification. If I can be of further help let me know. 
 
Best wishes to you and your wife, 
 
Lou 
 

Well that about wraps ‘er up as they say. Car 50, Lou and the dogs started the year with a vision and with a 
lot of luck, both good and bad, and some VERY hard work they succeeded. They are NATIONAL CHAMPI-
ONS! I am looking forward to reporting on the team again in 2014. In the meantime, keep the shiny side up. 
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By Marl Pelkey 

 

Sparse turnout, nice spot.  We'll start there in April, 2014.  

Cars & Coffee 
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By Steven Kemp & Johan Spijker 

 

Tech Session @ Tony’s 

 
About 30 folks attended this first time event hosted by Tony Barbagallo and presented by The Little 
Speed Shop. The Little Speed Shop brought two cars for a tech session and Q&A, a Cayman In-
terseries car and a BMW M3 Cayman Interseries. General DE car preparation, safety and maintenance 
were covered.  
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Click on ad to visit website 

http://northtowncollisioncentre.com/
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Click on ad to visit website 

http://www.senecalodge.com/
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Click on ad to visit website 

http://www.bernstein.com/
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Click on ad to visit website 

http://www.hubstands.com/
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2010 Porsche 911 Turbo 
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Historic Posters 
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Picture Page 

Maddie Hates the Music Chili Run 

Click on ad to visit website 



 

N E W S L E T T E R    O F    T H E   N I A G A RA 

  

R E G I O N    P O R S C H E   CL U B   O F    A M E R I C A 

www.niagarapca.org 

Please support the businesses that 

support us.  Click on the links  below 

to visit their websites. 

 Trubee, Collins & Co., Inc. 

 Eksten Autoworks 

 Seneca Lodge 

 T-Shirt Express 

 Niagara Hobby 

 Smart Parts 

 Bernstein Global Wealth Man-

agement 

 AutolLinc Sports & Classics 

 The Tint Shop 

 Martens Garage Proxy Floor 

 One80 Shine Shop 

  

 

Advertising Rates for FLATOUT 

 

     Single Issue         Full Year 

Full page—$125    Full page—$350 

1/2 Page—$100    1/2 Page—$275 

1/4 Page—$80    1/4 Page—$225 

1/8 Page—$65    1/8 Page—$175 

     Business Card—$115 

To place an ad please contact Sue Juby at: 

  
Tel#:  (585) 321-0304 
Address: 95 Alton Way 
  W Henrietta, NY 14586 
e-mail:  secretary@niagarapca.org 
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http://www.trubeecollins.com/
http://www.ekstenautoworks.com/
http://www.senecalodge.com/
http://www.tsxsport.com/
http://www.niagarahobby.com/
http://www.bernstein.com
http://www.bernstein.com
http://www.autolinc.us/
http://www.tintshop.com/
http://martenscorp.com/
https://www.facebook.com/One80ShineShop
http://www.ekstenautoworks.com/

