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COMING UP NEXT MONTH 

September 1 – Tour to Dansville Balloon Festival 

September 4 – Monthly Member’s Meeting 

September 7, 8, 9 – US Vintage Grand Prix @ Watkins Glen 

September 12 – Tech Inspection @ Eksten’s 

September 15 – Autocross @ Letchworth 

September 29 – Autocross @ Cherry Valley 

 

See website for event details. 

TOUR TO DANSVILLE BALLOON FESTIVAL 

Saturday, September 1. PCA members will meet at Lowes, 2350 Marketplace Dr, Rochester, NY, next to route 
390 at 11:30am. This event is weather dependent. Hot air balloons do not launch in bad weather so if it is raining 

or windy or lightning we won’t be going. Watch our website Event Calendar for a GO or NO GO Saturday morning. 

 

We will leave at noon for a fun, scenic ride to Dansville. We expect to arrive at the airport ~1:30pm. Our cars will 
be on display from 1:30 on the runway tarmac until about 4:30. We will move our cars at 4:30 to an alternate loca-

tion to make room for the crowds expected as part of the balloon launch. We leave the airport after the balloon 
launch. Balloon launch will be ~6:00pm weather dependent (see above). We are arranging for the Porsche club to 

help with the launch of a hot air balloon. 

 

Tom and Babs Lyons will be setting up a tarp for a shady place to relax and we expect to have some beverages 
available. Participants are encouraged to bring their own cold drinks (it can be VERY hot on the run way), shade, 
sun screen, chairs, cameras, munchies (food is available on site too), proper clothes (be prepared for hot or cold 

or rain), and portable car doll up material as there is no car wash on site. 

See website for event details. 

. 
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CLUB OFFICER ELECTIONS 

Elections will take place this October for club President, VP, Treasurer, and Secretary. If interested in running for 
office please contact a member of our Nominating Committee: Bob Veltz, Johan Spijker, or Mark Pelkey. Officer 
candidate names must be submitted for consideration by September 15, 2012. Elections will take place October 1-
31, 2012. 

 

CHILI RUN & ANNUAL FALL DINNER 

Though the summer season is winding down, there are some great club events taking us into fall. The annual Chili 
Run is scheduled for Saturday, October 13, and the annual Fall Dinner is scheduled for Saturday, November 17. 

Mark your calendars now to save the dates 

 

Visit us at  

www.NiagaraPCA.org 

Click the button below to see our website. 

  

 

  

 

 

Don’t Miss Any NRPCA Social Events 

Sign up for Sue Juby’s  

E-mail notifications by sending 

Sue an e-mail at: sreesen@rochester.rr.com 

 

mailto:rveltz@rochester.rr.com?subject=NRpca%20Elections
mailto:jspijker99.996@gmail.com?subject=NRpca%20Elections
mailto:mpelkey04@gmail.com?subject=NRpca%20Elections
http://www.NiagaraPCA.org
mailto:sreesen@rochester.rr.com
http://www.niagarapca.org/
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The summer is rolling along and there are still many more events in the Porsche year.  Hope you 
can participate in several of them. 
 
 
Take care, 
 
Tom Lyons for Jim 
 
 
 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE: 

 

Want to advertise your business in Flatout?  Well now you can.  Contact 

Sue Juby at sreesen1@yahoo.com for details and cost options. 

Don’t forget to send me your stories and pictures.  There is no Flatout 

without them. 

 

Tom Lyons 

Editor Flatout 
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August 2012  Members Report 

 

Member Stats 

Primary Members 393 

Affiliate Members 281 

Life Members 1 

Transfers in 2 

Transfers out  1 

Renewals 25 

Non renewals 4 

Total Members 675 

 

Welcome To Our New August Members – 

 Brigito, Donald M. 

 Coumont, Michael G. 

 Fashano, James R. 

 Galante, Dominic 

 Provvidenza, Joseph 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST PCA ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 25 Years 
  Joseph McCormick 
 15 Years 
  Marc Schrenk 
  Chris Vorce 
 10 Years 
  Donald Chatwin 
  Steven Morse 
  Vince Santucci 

5 Years 
 Paul Fox 
 Jeffrey Nil 
 Norman Oliver 
1 Year 
 Heather Griffith 
 Tom Koehler 
 Paul Krieter 
 Vince Leo 
 Chris Malof 
 Tom O’Grady 
 John Smith 
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Running the multitude of events we do each year for the Por-
sche Club may look easy.  Well many of them are easy but 
volunteers that run events would like to “share the wealth”.  If 
you have never run or helped at an event but would like to, let 
us know.  We have lots of ways to help volunteers be suc-
cessful with their events and volunteer activities. 
 
Check out the Volunteer-A Ganza information on the next 
page to see if there is something there you would like to lend 
a hand.  Don’t see what you like and want to offer an alterna-
tive, that’s cool too.  We will help you be successful just let us 
know. 
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NRPCA Does NASCAR 

NRPCA Does NASCAR 

By 

Tom Lyons 

 

It’s a lot harder than it looks.  You’d think driving in circles would be easy especially after taking a few laps at Watkins Glen 
International where you have to turn right as well as left but you’d be wrong.  The 3/8 mile banked track at Holland Speed-

way was anything but easy.  We got our chance to try in on Saturday, 
August 18th when a few of us were able to try our hand at oval 
“racing”.  There wasn’t a lot of shifting going on like at the Glen, at 
least by me.  I got it into third and stayed there until my laps were 
over.  I 
just wor-
ried 
about 
the gas 
and the 
brakes, 
both of 
which I 

worked hard.  The in car video I captured with my iPhone 
made it seem like I was flying.  I was running up close to the 
wall on the straights and all the way down to the yellow line in 
the corners.  I had my foot down hard on the gas then hard 

on the 
brake 
then back on the gas.  You could feel the car wanting to slide (or 
leap) towards the wall.  Like I said I felt like I was flying.  Then I saw 
the video taken 
from the infield 
when I was on the 
track.  Who tossed 
out the anchor?  I 
looked like I was 
going in slow mo-
tion.  It was very 
humbling.  It gave 

me new respect for the roundy round racers.  After seeing how slow I was 
REALLY going I wanted to get back to WGI. 

 

Well we were here for more than laps on the oval.  We were also here 
to watch the real racers do their thing.  After the Porsche Club finished 
doing laps we headed to our suite to watch the various racing classes 
do their thing.  As the cars got bigger the noise got bigger too.  When 
the modified cars were on the track and at full song you could feel the 
floor in the suite shaking.  It was inspiring.  If you wanted the full audio 
effect you could step out the front door of the suite into the grand-
stands and get the full assault of those roaring engines.  It was not a 
sound you would likely forget anytime soon. 

Continued on next page 
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Continued from previous page 

 

As the various classes did their qualifying and heat races leading up to the feature races we got to relax and enjoy food 
and beverage in the suite.  We had chips and pretzels early followed by a 
veggie plate with dip.  The main course was pizza and beef on wick, a Buf-
falo specialty.  The horseradish was killer.  The fridge was stocked with 
beer, soda (or pop) and water.  Some sneaking bastard even snuck in a box 
of wine. 

 

The most entertaining race of the evening was the hornets group (small 4 
cylinder cars, mostly stock) running the figure eight.  As you can imagine 
there was a lot of banging and bumping as the eight cars in the class tried 
to get the upper hand while at the same time trying not to get creamed at 
the intersection.  We didn’t see anyone get wiped out at the crossover but 
there were several VERY close calls.  This was very spirited racing at its 
best and a lot of fun to 
watch. 

 

I hope this event will 
make it onto our NRP-
CA schedule for next 
year.  I’d like to try 
those laps again.  I 
think I will skip the 
video next year.  Who 
needs a reminder of 
how slow I was going. 

NRPCA Does NASCAR 
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Cleveland Rocks 

 “CLEVELAND ROCKS” ROAD TRIP 

By 

Rich DeAsis 

 

 

The event was billed as “the party continues” ( 50th Anniversary ) and by all accounts, the road trip to Cleveland was noth-
ing but a big party for 25 or so Niagara Region members and guests.  The trip out to Cleveland started mid morning on 
Friday, August 10th, for four cars that left Henrietta, Rochester to meet up with a few more cars at the Angola rest area just 
south of Buffalo.  From that rest stop, the entourage made its way just past Erie, PA to grab lunch at a Quaker Steak and 
Lube, as suggested by Past President Dan Deegan.  The venue, for those unfamiliar, is jam packed with car memorabilia 
and all sorts of car related décor. Food was pretty good as well, as the waitstaff tried to deal with a dozen or so ravenous 
(sometimes a tad rowdy) group.  After lunch, it was on to Cleveland where we had booked a block of rooms at the down-
town Marrriot at Key Center. 

 

The leg between Erie and Cleveland was sometimes exciting as we headed through some rather heavy downpours along I
-90.  The caravan safely made it through as we found our way to the Downtown Marriott at Key Center.  Upon arrival, the 
group met up with other NRPCA members that made their way to Cleveland separately.  After a quick unloading of bags 
and time to freshen up, the lively group found its way to the lobby bar where we got caught up, chatting about the trip and 
things that were to come for the weekend. 

 

First on the agenda for the weekend were 
cocktails and hors d’oeuvres that evening 
graciously hosted by Rick Cott and Bernstein 
Global Financial Services at their 50th floor 
offices overlooking all of downtown Cleveland.  
Bernstein Global has been a frequent sponsor 
of many NRPCA events in the past and this 
was an opportunity for them to have us get to 
know them at their home base.  The party 
high above downtown Cleveland hit all the 
right notes with superb catered food and a full 
open bar. Did I mention Rick provide live mu-
sic as well?  That was quite a treat!  The 360 
degree panoramic views from Bernstein Glob-
al’s offices were simply spectacular and as 
late afternoon turned into night, the group took 
on all downtown Cleveland had to offer as the 
night lights came to light.  Towards later that 
evening, we were all treated to a spectacular 
fireworks display emanating from the Cleve-
land Indians stadium, well within our view and 
literally at our footsteps. 

 

All good things do come to an end as that one party wrapped up, but for a few hardy souls, Rick and his colleague Matt 
Miller took a small group out to some of downtown Cleveland’s select night spots.  The party scene late into the night in 
Cleveland is second best to no other large city.  That town likes to have fun!  That party went well into the wee hours as we 
finally made our way back to the hotel.  Some accounts put us back into the hotel around 2AM. I don’t personally recall, so 
I will make that as my own story for now. 



Page 12 
AUGUST 2012 

Cleveland Rocks 

Continued on next page 

Continued from previous page 

 

Bright and early Saturday morning, the group made its way to Beachwood (a suburb of Cleveland) where we were hosted 
by Jason Grimm, GM of Roger Penske’s newest Porsche dealership.  Beachwood Porsche graciously provided coffee and 
breakfast items for the group as well as opening up the entire dealership for our group to check-out, enjoy and generally be 
amazed.  This particular dealership is somewhat unique in that the dealership was built as per Porsche specifications, right 
down to the window shades and floor tiles.  Who would have thought?  During our all-morning visit, we literally had a run of 
the place.  We spent quite a bit of time touring the entire facility including their repair bays, detail center, main show floor, 
their expansive parking lot with both new and used Porsches, and spending quite a bit of time with their top Porsche Certi-
fied Technician, Kellen Miller.  After a fair amount of “tech talk” with Kellen, some of the group was treated to test drives of 
the new 991 and the 2013 Boxster.  

 

What a blast! Truly kind of Beachwood Porsche to invest so much time with our group.  Big thanks to Jason Grimm, and 
his staff and Beachwood Porsche for being so hospitable, and patient! 

 

After Beachwood, some called it in early back to the hotel 
while some had some “work” to finish at the dealership.  After 
a semi-brief respite, next on the calendar was a visit to none 
other that the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Museum located just 
a stone’s throw from the hotel.  What an incredible space.  To 
see all sorts of memorabilia, hear R&R’s history in bits and 
pieces in all sorts of montages, and to see Janis Joplin’s Por-
sche 356 was an incredible experience.  As the group filtered 
out of the R&R Hall of Fame Museum, I suspect many in the 
group were secretly trying to recharge their batteries for anoth-
er outing later that afternoon/evening. 

 

Around 5:00pm that Saturday, our intrepid host Rick Cott, 
met the group at the hotel lobby to escort/walk us to Pro-
gressive Field, home of the Cleveland Indians baseball 
team.  Upon arrival to the ball-field, we made our way to 
our very own “Legends Suite” where the group was treat-
ed to not your typical ballgame venue.  We had our own 
indoor/outdoor seating area complete with catered food 
and drinks.  This venue was big enough for 50 guests so I 
think it would be fair to say the group was rather comforta-
ble, not to mention spoiled with a hot and cold buffet, and 
a seemingly endless beer and wine bar.  The Indians end-
ed up routing the visiting Red Sox, much to the chagrin of 
certain dyed in the wool Red Sox fans in our group (I won’t 
mention Jim and Connie Gaylord). 
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Cleveland Rocks 

Continued on next page 

Continued from previous page 

 

Sunday was a free day so to speak, so by this time most of the group started making their way back east to the Rochester/
Buffalo area.  A few stuck around to grab a bite before making the slog back to home.  

 

As the event was originally billed, as the event went.  What a great trip! Thank you to the 25 or so NRPCA members who 
decided to go along for the ride.  Special thanks and gratitude to Rick Cott and Berstein Global for championing the event 
and helping make the planning for the vent seamless.  Thank you to Beachwood Porsche for bending over backwards and 
being such accommodating hosts.  

 

Ironically (or coincidentally), the featured marquee at the R&R Hall of Fame was the Grateful Dead.  I think they wrote a 
song that included the lyrics (somewhat paraphrased) “What a great trip it’s been” (Event pictures are posted on our web-
site) 

 

P.S…. 

Bob and Mary Ann Fox’s brand new 2012 991 Carrera  (in trade for the black 997 Carrera S they drove to Cleveland with!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on next page 
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Cleveland Rocks 

Continued from previous page 

 

Michelle and Ken Buschner’s new (to Ken and Michelle) BMW 5 series 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rich and Joy’s new (to Rich and Joy) 2005 Boxster S 

 

 



Page 15 
AUGUST 2012 



A Race Car Named #50 

Page 16 
AUGUST 2012 

day race qualifier for the first Sprint grid position. In addi-
tion the end of the day concluded with a Fun Race that 
was an abbreviated race often used as a race practice 
for the veteran racers and part of race licensing require-
ment for those trying to achieve a Rookie license with the 
Club. #50 was tending to understeer quite badly on the 
track so I had the crew change the compression settings 
on the two front shocks, but left the rebound adjustment 
where it was. The settings cured the understeer and I 
found the bite I needed to place #50 where I wanted on 
the track. We placed among the top five in the griding for 
the Qualifier for the Sprint Race the next day. We started 
from that position as well when the flag dropped for the 
Fun Race. Although there was stiff competition and a 
number of competitor spins, #50 managed to finish First 
in Class and First overall. It was a good start for the 
weekend! 

 

Sunny skies greeted us the next day as we returned to 
the track. Our race group had a warm up track session 
and then we grided for the qualifier. At the end of the 

qualifying session we were third in F Class. The first 
Sprint Race start gave me an opportunity to pass the 
second place F car immediately. As we headed into a 
tight Turn 1 (bridge abutment on the right and track medi-
an on the left) it is very difficult to get two cars abreast 
through that point. Well we were running THREE abreast 
and two of the cars were going to have to back out. I 
gained the slightest lead and the other cars had to drop 
back. It was an exciting moment! As the race continued I 
gained distance from the rest of the pack and trailing F 
Cars. My sights were on the race leaders, one of which 
was an F Class Boxster S. I was maintaining distance 
between the Boxster S and #50 but never seemed to 
catch up as we passed through the slower traffic. Sprint 
Race 1 ended with the Boxster S taking an F Class win 
and #50 in Second Place. 

 

Continued on next page 

A Race Car named #50 

By 

Lou Betstadt 

 

Hi Tom and Babs, 

 

Since the Mosport race you reported on some of the race 
preparation that was conducted one evening at the Dog-
house. We were getting ready for the Mid Ohio Club Race, 
August 17-19. 

 

When we (Paul Reynolds, Jeff Houston, Aaron Roberts and 
myself, Lou Betstadt) arrived in Mansfield, Ohio we headed 
directly to the Mid Ohio track to register. You must also go 
through the technical inspection which  has entries made in 
your Logbook. Your Logbook must always be with your car 
(even on the track!). The Logbook contains entry data for 
each race. Many of these entries are notes from the official 
Club Technical Scrutineers who inspect your race car. They 
enter and indicate any rule infractions or additional modifica-
tions that are required to be corrected before the next race. 
The Club Scrutineer and the driver sign a separate page in 
the Logbook for each race. If a race car fails inspection, the 
car cannot race and might as well go home. There were no 
issues for #50. We were able to find a suitable site for our 
trailer in the paddock. Once we secured the race trailer, we 
left the track, headed to check in at the hotel and searched 
for a decent restaurant to have dinner. 

 

The next day, Friday, was a practice day with the third prac-
tice session being a grid qualifier for placement on the next 
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eventual double yellow flag to be displayed around the 
course at each flag station. Under these flags the Pace-
car comes out and gathers the race leaders and there is 
no passing allowed although the field is allowed to close 
up behind the faster cars in front of you. Moreover, if a 
car had not yet taken the required five minute pit stop, 
and; they anticipated the double yellow flags might be 
thrown, and; they got into the pits before the flags were 
thrown; they stood to gain anywhere from 1-1.5 laps on 
the field when they were completed with their pit stop. 
(The rules close the pits when double yellow flags HAVE 
BEEN displayed). The reason being that myself and the 
other race leaders are following the Pacecar at very low 
speeds. This has an effect of slowing the field down, yet 
when the cars that ducked into the pits come out they are 
generally joining the race at a greater race speed when 
the Pacecar has come off the track. In a sense they have 
covered more fast laps for their total time in the race. 
So... at the end of the Enduro the four top cars that 
ducked into the pits before the yellow flags finished be-
fore #50. The further ignomy is that the Third Place F 
Class car (a car that had been a second a a half slower 
per lap than #50) was one of those lucky cars to pit un-
der yellow. As a result it finished First in F Class leaving 
#50 with a Second in F Class and Fifth overall (behind all 
four of those lucky cars that were able to sneak into the 
pits before the double yellow flags.) That's racing. Some-
times your the bug and sometimes you’re the windshield! 

 

Looking back on the weekend, the #50 Team needs to 
celebrate our successes. One First Place and two Se-
cond Places! We had a car that worked flawlessly 
throughout the entire weekend. We only had to make a 
few shock adjustments, replace a set of front brake pads 
and changed tires. Other than that no major issues. It 
says a lot about the time the #50 Team take in preparing 
the car in between races. 

 

I would also like to mention that at the previous race 
(Mosport) #50 was voted as the Best Prepared Racecar 
at the event! It should be mentioned that Team #50 has 
partners like Long Pond Autobody and Eksten's Au-
towerks that make #50's adventures that much more 
successful. Thanks ! 

 

I hope this information will fill some of your Flatout col-
umn space. Feel free to edit whatever you like. Our next 
race (and last for the season will be at Summit Point, 
WV. late in September. I'll keep you posted, 

 

Lou 

Continued from previous page 

 

Two hours later we were lining up on the grid for the second 
Sprint Race. Again #50 was gridded third in class and fifth 
overall. It was another good start and this time I was able to 
pass the second place F car right away. I suspect he had a 
delayed reaction when the Starting Flagger threw the green 
flag. My lap times during this race were very quick and broke 
my previous fastest times around the Mid Ohio track. Even 
so I was running four tenths of a second behind...guess 
who? That's right...the pesky Boxster S with race ABS 
aboard, stability/traction control,power steering coil over 
shocks and more horsepower (and more weight, to be fair). 
#50 has torsion bars, no ABS or Stability Control and no 

power steer-
ing! Only this 
time I was 
gaining on 
him by the 
end of the 
race. Unfor-
tunately in 
the heat of 
battle, the 
Boxster S hit 

another competitor in the left rear quarter panel causing sig-
nificant damage. The Boxster S finished the race but was 
disqualified and received a "13" probation for hitting the oth-
er car. That left #50 in First Place! No one likes to see anoth-
er competitor disqualified. However the WIN for the #50 
Team felt good just the same. The Club gave out the Sprint 
awards that Saturday evening and it was nice to hear the 
congratulations I received from fellow competitors as I went 
up to receive F Class First Place and Second Place Sprint 
trophies. Great stories and bench racing ensued at the Mid 
Ohio Region sponsored dinner held that evening at a local 
golf resort. 

 

Sunday was another beautiful day at the track (As a matter 
of fact any day is nicer at the track than in the office)! How-
ever there is always a little tension in the air as each driver 
begins to contemplate the 90 minute Enduro that is about to 
transpire. Some drivers prefer to "split" the driving responsi-
bilities with another driver. I prefer to drive the entire Enduro 
race by myself. Hydrating your body, eating the right balance 
of carbs, proteins and sugars are all very important leading 
up to the 90 minute Enduro (althougn it does feel like a long-
er Sprint Race these days... no one saves the fastest for the 
last. It is just a full tilt boogie all the way... You might say 
FLATOUT! Hmmm!). I gridded first in class and third overall. 
By the middle of the Enduro I was First Overall! and re-
mained there until approximately 70 minutes into the En-
duro. At that point a major incident involving a race car spin-
ning off the track and hitting one of the tire walls caused an 
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What can I say, these guys are inspiring.  The car 50 team, the dogs, know how to prepare a car and Lou certainly knows 
how to drive it.  I speak for all the readers of Flatout.  THANK YOU for sharing the car #50 story with us. 
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Send me a picture and a couple of words and I’ll make it 

into a post card. 



 

 

Are you ready for a yet another new challenge?  Over the course of the coming 10 months I will include a pic-

ture in Flatout from a club event from 2011.  Your job is to try and figure out where the hell we were. 

 

Each month at the bottom of the picture of each event will be a mini form.  I am using the mini form to help me 
tabulate the answers.  Fill out the mini form and copy and paste it into an e-mail and send it to me at tom-
lyons911@yahoo.com.  I will collect your answers and score them.  At some point before the fall dinner I’ll tabu-
late the answers and determine the winner.  If there are multiple people with the same score the winner will be 
pulled from a hat and announced at the fall dinner.  The contest winner will get a MAJOR AWARD!  The mini 
form will look like this. 

 

 

 

 

Your Name:                                     _________________________ 

 

Your  email:                              _________________________ 

 

Where the hell are we:                    _________________________ 

 

Name of the event:                           _________________________ 

 

Date of the event:                             _________________________ 

 

 (1 point is awarded  for each correct answer.  That’s 3 points per picture, 30 points 

total) for the year 

 

 

 

 

So you think you have the rules down?  Well then let’s begin. 

 

SMALL PRINT WARNING!!!!!!! 

 

Contest is for Niagara Region PCA members only.  Only one submission per member per month will be accept-
ed.  Submissions will be accepted until the next month’s Flatout is available on-line. Void where prohibited, your 
mileage may vary ;-) 

This months picture on next page 
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Continued from previous page 

 

 

So, Where The Hell Are We?? 

August Entry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fill out the form below and copy/paste it into an e-mail to tomlyons911@yahoo.com 

 

Your Name:                                     _________________________ 

 

Your e-mail:                             _________________________ 

 

Where the hell are we:                    _________________________ 

 

Name of the event:                           _________________________ 

 

Date of the event:                             _________________________ 
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Hey Niagara Region, 

 

Pedro is looking for topics to write about  and asked me for 
help.  He needs topics that can be applied across the Por-
sche line not specific models.  Topics like brakes and oil, 
which we already covered, are excellent choices.  Do you 

have a topic you’d like to know more about? 

 

If you do have a topic send me an e-mail at: 

tomlyons911@yahoo.com and I’ll get your request to Pedro. 

 

Lets help Pedro help us. 

 

Tom Lyons 
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Engine Oil 

By  

Pedro Bonila 

 

In this chapter of our tech articles, let’s talk about a slippery subject: Engine 

Oil. 

And I mean slippery in the full sense of the word because it has been the 
subject of many, many discussions and opinions.  Therefore I’ll try to stick to 
the facts. 

 

Engine oil is mainly a lubricant, but it also serves several other important 
functions such as: cooling, cleaning and protecting from corrosion the differ-
ent internal engine surfaces that it bathes.  To be able to perform these func-
tions, special additives are mixed into the base oil.  These additives are 
mainly: detergents, multi-viscosity additives, emulsifiers, anti-foaming 
agents, polymers, anti-wear formulations such as ZDDP (Zinc DialkylDithio-
Phosphate), etc. 

 

But some of these additives, such as phosphorus (contained in ZDDP), 
which is an excellent anti-wear agent, with time, can also cause damage to 
the catalytic converters.  Because of this, the automobile manufacturers and 
the emissions- regulating agencies have forced the oil companies to reduce 
the amount of phosphorus (and other additives) in their oils.  

Products that meet the new ILSAC (International Lubricant Standardization 
and Approval Committee) GF-4 Specification, must have phosphorus levels 
at less than 800 ppm.  The ILSAC-G4 Standards was jointly developed and 
approved by Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association, DaimlerChrysler, 
Ford and GM. 

 

Because automobiles and internal combustion engines are used in different 
and varied environments, from the sub-freezing arctic to the scorching de-
sert, the engine oil must be able to adapt to those extreme-at-time condi-
tions.  Hence the multi-viscosity feature which means that the oil will have a 
particular viscosity at low temperatures and another at high operating temps. 

This is necessary because the oil needs to be thin and circulate through the 
engine quickly at start up and it must also have thicker characteristics when 
hot to provide the needed protection at operating temps. 

 

Viscosity, simply put is how thick or thin an oil is at a certain temperature. 

Viscosity ratings are regulated by SAE (Society of Automotive Engineers)  

In a particular oil, its viscosity is expressed by numbers and/or letter. 

There are single grade (single weight) and multi-grade (multi-weight) oils on 
the market although the majority of our vehicles now use multi-grade formu-
lations. 

Continued on next page 
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Continued from previous page 

 

There are also Standard Petroleum Oils, Synthetic Oils and blends of both. 

 

In multi-grade oils, the first number and the letter W (winter) refer to the oil’s 
viscosity when the oil is cold.  For example:  0W, 5W, 10W, 15W, etc., where 
the higher the number the more viscous the oil is at low temperatures. 

The second number refers to the oil’s viscosity at high, operating tempera-
ture.  For example: 30, 40, 50, etc., and again, where the higher the number, 
the higher the viscosity for that temperature range. 

 

Lately, low viscosity (thin) oils have become the OEM (Original Equipment 
Manufacturer) norm.  This is so, because of two main reasons: 

1.-  The lighter the weight of the oil in the engine, the less internal friction 
there will be which in turn allows the engine to make a bit more HP and offer 
a little better MPG numbers. The main reason behind this is that the auto 
manufacturers are forced to reach certain environmental CAFE (Corporate 
Average Fuel Economy) numbers.   

 

The down side is that the thinner the oil, the less protection it provides, so 
there’s a very delicate balancing act between an oil’s weight and the protec-
tion it offers the engine components. 

2.- Bearing, piston-to-cylinder and gear-to-gear clearances have become 
smaller because of better metallurgic and manufacturing methods.  Using 
thicker oils may interfere with oil flow and increase oil pressure.  In older 
(worn) engines it’s generally better to use a higher viscosity oil because the 
clearances have become bigger. 

 

Oil gets degraded with use, mainly because of gasoline and carbon blow-by 
and because of the high temperatures and pressures it is subjected to. 

That’s why oil needs to be changed on a regular basis, to remove all those 
contaminants which, if left in suspension, in time will turn the oil acidic, caus-
ing then damage (corrosion) to the engine’s internals. 

 

Each manufacturer has an oil change recommendation for each particular 
model, which, in my opinion, should be the worst-case scenario for replac-
ing.  

 

When the factory fills a car with oil they don’t know under what specific con-
ditions the car will be used, so they use a “blanket” oil: 0W40.  Many people 
tend to stay with what’s offered by the factory, thus they will replace their oil 
with the same, original 0W40 Mobil 1, but based on the above, one should 
consider one’s physical location (weather) as well as the type of driving done 
in order to select the best possible oil. 

Continued on next page 
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Continued from previous page 

 

Many times the particular brand of oil is irrelevant, since they need to be 
approved under the same regulations, most of the brands have compatible 
products with each other, and even though the factory recommends using 
Mobil 1 oils, they also produce a “Porsche Approved Oils List” which in-
cludes tested and Porsche-approved off-the-rack oils for different regions of 
the world. 

 

In our sunny South Florida “paradise” we don’t need to worry about the lower 
end of the thermometer’s scale, since it will rarely dip bellow 50 degrees.  
Because of this we shouldn’t even look at 0-weight oils.  Also, the top-end of 
our thermometer’s scales tend to stay high, especially during the long sum-
mer months. 

 

I generally recommend to my local customers 10W40 oil and in my car I per-
sonally use 15W50.  I find that after 100,000 miles, switching to the heavier 
multi-viscosity formulations gives better protection against wear because of 
the looser clearances, it also cuts down on rear main seal leaks and on spo-
radic puffs of smoke on startups. 

 

For my personal car,  a 1998 Boxster, Porsche recommends replacing the oil 
once every year or 15,000 miles, but in my Baby the oil and oil filter get 
changed every 7,500 miles or less.  This formula is working just fine, since I 
just clocked 193,000 smiles on the odometer with almost 12,000 of those 
being hard track miles. 

 

For the complete Porsche List of Approved Oils and additional information 
on oil changes and other topics, feel free to visit the DIY pages of my web-
site: www.PedrosGarage.com. 

 

Happy Porsche’ing, 

Pedro 
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2010 Porsche 911 Turbo 
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Historic Posters 

1973-Porsche-917-30-Can-Am-Spyder 
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MEMBERSHIP 2012CHALLENGE 

 
Help Niagara Region reach the 400 member mark by the end of 2012 

 
RENEW & RECRUIT 

 
Renew your PCA membership on a timely basis. 

Recruit new members.  Grab some business cards at any club event and 
pass them out to other Porsche owners: 

 

                                           
 
 

********************************************************************* 
 

 
As a ‘thank you’ for being part of Niagara Region in 2012, all primary club 

members will receive a complimentary limited-edition 50th anniversary golf shirt!  
Show your club spirit by choosing a yellow, red, or black high-quality shirt featur-

ing our 50th anniversary logo embroidered on the left chest.   

 
Here’s the “catch” – you must attend a club event to pick yours up – it’s that easy! 

 
Get involved / Get a shirt! 
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Click on ad to visit website 

http://www.tintshop.com/


Page 34 
AUGUST 2012 

Click on ad to visit website 

http://northtowncollisioncentre.com/
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Click on ad to visit website 

http://www.pedrosgarage.com/
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Click on ad to visit website 

http://www.trubeecollins.com/
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Click on ad to visit website 

1. summer 

2. Fall 

3. Driving 

4. Winter 

5. Yearend 

 

Hidden word: 

winery 

http://martenscorp.com/
http://autolinc.us/
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Click on ad to visit website 

http://www.senecalodge.com/
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Click on ad to visit website 

http://www.bernstein.com/
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Picture Page 

Sparkle 
You picked a fine time to leave me loose 

wheel 

Click on ad to visit website 

http://www.hubstands.com/
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August Puzzle 

Answer key on page XX 



So, if you gonna dream, dream 
big. 

 

Bill Schicker found a seat in a 
GT. 

 

Look at that smile.  Jane must 
have had to pry him out of there 
with a crow bar. 

N E W S L E T T E R    O F    T H E   N I A G A R A    R E G I O N    P O R S C H E   

C L U B   O F    A M E R I C A 

www.niagarapca.org 

Please support the businesses that 
support us.  Click on the links  below 

to visit their websites. 

 Trubee, Collins & Co., Inc. 

 Eksten Autoworks 

 Seneca Lodge 

 T-Shirt Express 

 Niagara Hobby 

 Smart Parts 

 Bernstein Global Wealth Man-

agement 

 AutolLinc Sports & Classics 

 The Tint Shop 

 Martens Garage Proxy Floor 

 

Advertising Rates for FLATOUT 

 

     Single Issue         Full Year 

Full page—$125    Full page—$350 

1/2 Page—$100    1/2 Page—$275 

1/4 Page—$80    1/4 Page—$225 

1/8 Page—$65    1/8 Page—$175 

     Business Card—$115 

To place an ad please contact Sue Juby at: 

  
Tel#:  (585) 321-0304 
Address: 95 Alton Way 
  W Henrietta, NY 14586 
e-mail:  sreesen@rochester.rr.com 
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