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The purpose of this document is to serve as a uniform baseline for 

students and instructors participating in Driver Education events at Watkins 

Glen International.  It is not intended to represent the fastest or best line, but 

a conservative line that is consistent. It depicts a single line through each 

corner, though not necessarily the only line. It is written with the 

novice/intermediate student in mind. Descriptions are intended to be general 

and not pertain to any one type of car.  

 

 

 
 

 



 

Front Straight:  Stay on the left side of the track as you head for turn 1.  

 

 

 
 

Turn  1 (The Ninety) Braking:  Use the caution light (A) as well as the brake 

markers (B) as a reference for where to begin braking. The track really goes downhill in 

the brake zone so you have to start braking earlier than you think. 

 



 

Turn  1 (The Ninety) Turn -In : Use the cone (A) as a reference point for turn-in. Be 

patient, this corner makes you want to turn in too early. Because of the camber in the 

road this turn has a lot of grip going into the apex.  

 

 

 

Turn  1 (The Ninety) Apex: Get in to the apex (A) so that the inside right wheel is 

on the lower part of the red and white strip (A). 



 

Turn  1 (The Ninety) Exit : The exit to the corner does not have as much camber so 

grip is reduced. Try to exit so as to be parallel to the red and white strip. If you go up on 

them, keep the wheel straight and gradually drive off. 

 

 

 

 

Turn  2 Right Entry:    Donôt wait too long to begin your turn in to Turn 2. You 
should be in fourth gear. Aim for the concrete strip (A) 



 
 

Turn 2 Apex Entry: Turn-in so that your carôs right wheel is roughly halfway (A) 

across the concrete strip as you enter it. 

 

 

 

 

Turn  2 Right Apex: This is a long apex (A). Once into the apex, you will hold it for 

quite awhile. You should work towards being close to full throttle (depending on your 

carôs power) while your car is in the apex.  



 

Turn  2 Exit: You should be close to the right curbing (A) all the way through the apex 

and begin to turn left as you reach the end of the yellow line and black and white curbing 

(B). As you begin to turn to the left, you may need to breathe off the throttle a bit to help 

the car turn. Then squeeze back down on the throttle. 

 

 

Turn  3 Left Apex: The apex for Turn 3 begins at the second half (a) of the red and 

white curbing and extends to about thirty feet past the end of the curbing (A). While in 

the apex, you should be at or near full throttle (depending on your carôs power and your 

skill level).. 



 
 

Turn  3 Exit: The apex for Turn 3 extends past the curbing and until the yellow line 

ends (A). While still at full throttle, start to bring your car to the right as you approach the 

end of the yellow line. Gradually move to the right side of the track to the apex at Turn 4. 

 

 

 

 

 
Turn 4 Apex Approach: Gradually move the car to the right side of the track. 

 
 



 
 

Turn 4 Apex Entry: Hold this apex (A) until you see the red and white curbing on 

your right (B). 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Turn 4 Apex Exit :  At the beginning of the red and white striped curbing, gradually 

bring your car from the apex of turn 4 to the left side of the track. 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Turn 4 Track out : As you track out (A), stay parallel to the white line and use up as 

much track as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

Turn  5 Inner Loop (Bus-Stop) Braking:  As you approach the turn-in point for 

Turn 5, there are brake distance markers (A) to help you determine when to start braking. 

You are going quite fast, so you will need to slow the car down a lot. 



 

Turn  5 Inner Loop (Bus-Stop) Turn -In:  Where the white line gets wider on the 

left side of the track (A), is a good reference point to use for when to begin to turn right 

into the inner loop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Turn  5 Inner Loop (Bus-Stop) Right Apex: Get your car into the apex on the 

right (A) as tight as you can. 



 

Turn  5 Inner Loop (Bus-Stop) Left Apex:  This is how it should look after you 

have exited the first right apex and are about to enter the first left apex of the inner loop 

(A). Follow the concrete strip. As you approach the apex, you should begin to squeeze 

down on the throttle. 

 

 

Turn 5 Middle Inner Loop  (Bus-Stop):  As you go through the inner loop, keep 

your right wheel on the concrete. Note Inner Loop 2
nd

 left apex on the left (A). You 

should be at or close to full throttle at this point. 

 



 

Turn  5 Inner Loop (Bus-Stop) 2
nd

 Left Apex: Continue with full throttle if you 

can past the apex (A). Note that the car is still positioned with the right wheels on the 

concrete. Also, looking ahead it appears to almost be a straight line from this left hand 

apex to the right hand corner apex (B). 

 

 

Turn  5 Inner Loop (Bus-Stop) Right Exit : The car is perfectly positioned for 

this right apex. The carôs right front wheel will go over roughly half the red and white 

curbing at the apex (A). You should still be at or close to full throttle. 


