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NIAGARA REGION EVENT THREE MONTH SCHEDULE FOR 2015 

 

 

October 1-3 Escape to Rushmore 2015  

  2-4 Niagara on the Road—Canadian Tire Motosport Park 

  6 Member’s Meeting 

  10 Cars & Coffee 

  11 Cars & Trains 

  14 Buffalo Happy Hour 

  17 Chili Run to Letchworth Park 

  20 Rochester Happy Hour 

  24 Date Night (new event) 

 

November 11 Buffalo Happy Hour 

  17 Rochester Happy Hour 

  21 Fall Dinner (note change in date) 

 

 

December 1 Pre-Planning Meeting for 2016 Events 

  9 Buffalo Happy Hour 

  15 Rochester Happy Hour 

 

Click the button for our website to see upcoming events.  

  

http://www.niagarapca.org/event


President’s Message 
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 Greetings Niagara Region! 

 
There’s a definite chill in the nighttime air and coupled 
with noticeably shortened days, Fall is upon us, and to 
most, the driving season is slowly and sadly drawing to a 
close. Before we write off this year however, I would be re-
miss to not acknowledge what a year we’ve had. 

 
What a summer it has been! Lots and lots of fun events, old 
and new, for all to enjoy. I can’t recall a driving season 
with so many events, big and small. Thank you once again 

to all events chair people and volunteers to have made all 
these events happen. Particular thanks to all members who chose to participate and make 
these events a success. 

 
One of the bigger surprises all summer long was the huge turnout our monthly members 
meetings have and continue to generate. I think a big part of the enlarged turnout is partly 
due to our new meeting format with guests making presentations about all things car relat-
ed. A BIG thank you to our newly appointed club position of Club Ombudsman and to Mark 
Gardone for helping shape the new meeting format and bringing in a multitude of guests 

with different value propositions for the club. Well-done Mark! 

 
To our track oriented members, its has been a bit of a bittersweet year with the re-paving 
project at the Glen (creating for a curtailed track season) but as of this writing, it appear 
that project is somewhat ahead of schedule and we can only await anxiously to see the 
new and improved track next April during Opening Day. From the pictures posted constant-
ly on social media, we all have quite a bit to look forward to next spring! 

 
But, before we lament the end of our driving season and before most of our beloved P-cars 
are tucked in for their long wintry slumber, there are still a multitude of driving related 
events left on our events calendar and I encourage all of you to get out there and enjoy 
the remainder of our driving season and each other’s company. 
Winter is coming…surely, but get out there in the meantime. So, relax, take a deep breath 

 

 

 
Rich 



NRPCA Members Report  
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August/September 2015 Members Re-
port 
 
Member Stats 
Primary Members 409 
Affiliate Members 270 
Life Members 1 

Transfers in 1 
Transfers out 1 
Renewals 24 
Non renewals 10 
Total Members 680 
 
Welcome To Our New August      
Members – 
Aspromonti, Jason 
Gianturco, Bridgette 
Stahr, Clemens 
Wiler, Tommy 
 
 
Welcome To Our New September 
Member- 
Cuff, Leon 
 

August PCA ANNIVERSARIES 
 
Maloney, Claire  20 
Ford, Cynthia  20 
Volpe, Mary   15 
Briscoe, Steve  15 
Kelly, Peter   15 
Webber, Max   15 
Kettner, Charles  15 
Calabrese, Peter  10 
Calabrese, Sara  10 
Politi, Bob   10 
Politi, Karen   10 
Burford, Jason  5 
Burford, Jeni   5 
Rueckwald, Eric  5 

August PCA Anniversaries cont’d. 
 
Slater, Daniel   5 
Slater, Shelyn   5 
Delles, Janice   1 
Venuti, Joseph   1 
Taberski, Matt   1 
Boev, Angel    1 
 
 

 
 
September PCA Anniversaries 
 
Pelkey, Mark    25 
Pelkey, Cynthia   25 
Gaylord, James   20 
Cullinan, Sara   15 
Swain, Nancy   10 
Eley, Kristy    10 
Hill, John    10 
Zotter, Margaret   10 
Schrett, Christopher   5 
Martini, Angelina   5 
Rauch, J. Bradley   1 
Morse, Austin   1 
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Editor’s Comments 

 The fall season is upon us and we are rapidly 
heading towards the annual Chili Run and Fall Din-
ner in November.  This issue showcases  some of 
the great events that have taken place over the 
summer and I want to thank  Rich DeAsis, Tom Ly-
ons, Sylvanna LaDelfa and Melvin Dillon for their 
contributions to this publication.  It’s great that 
we had two newbie reporters this month, thanks 

to both Sylvanna and Mel for their help. On a dif-
ferent note, I’d like to announce that I will be 
stepping down as editor of Flatout at the end of 
this year. While I have enjoyed the learning pro-
cess of this well established institution and have 
grown professionally, it has taken a bit more work 
than I’m willing to commit to in the future. So, if 
there’s any would be word-smiths that are looking 
for an opportunity to expand or sharpen their  

         skills, please let me or anyone on the board know                  

         of your interest.  

 

         Johan Spijker 

 

 

 

NRPCA Member Badges  

If you are one of our newer members, or if you never attended an event 
during which we gave out badges, you can now order one for yourself or 
your family member. They are double-sided with the current NRPCA logo 
and your name, plus a lanyard. We collect names of folks who would like 
a badge. Once we hit at least 8 badges, an order will be placed. The 
club covers the cost. Please contact secretary@niagarapca.org if you are 

interested.   

mailto:secretary@niagarapca.org
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Day 1 of the PCA Zone 1 Autocross is done. It's been a great day of driving with 88 people taking 
up the challenge of this excellent course laid out over the Devens airfield. 
The course design today flowed rather well but if you pushed too hard you ended up in the 
weeds. Saw several spins and off course excursions during the day. Also saw some interesting 

cars on the course, everything from a Speedster, a 904 and  up through a gaggle of GT3s. 

I drove the Boxster in S2 which had eight drivers in the class. By the time the eight runs were 
completed I ended up in third with a time of 75.9 seconds to complete the course. The car in 
second place did a best of 73 seconds. While the Michelin Pilot Super Sports are good tires, the 

modern autocross only tires are what you need to run upfront. 

Just finished review the data acquisition from today's runs and it's painful to see that my theoret-
ical best time as projected was one half a second faster than I ran but would not have moved me 
up in the standings. I'm happy with my finishing position today and we'll see what tomorrows 

competition brings. 

Day two of the Zone 1 Porsche Club of America autocross is now completed and everyone is 

headed home through the rain and hopefully everyone makes it home safely. 

The third day started out wet with a steady drizzle making the course slippery. By the way, the 
course for the day was running most of the previous days course in reverse. It was an eventful 
morning as cars were spinning and running off the course. Things came to a grinding halt when a 
986 Boxster dropped his motor right in front of where I was working. No one wants to hear that 
"box of chains" sound for any motor and a quick inspection of the track surface showed oil slowly 
spreading across the surface of a high speed transition. The course was shut down for almost an 
hour while we tried to clean the mess up. Problem is, kitty litter turns back into the clay it came 
from when wet and that was more slippery than the oil that was dropped. After watching the 
first car that attempted the kitty litter contaminated mess take a wild ride through the weeds it 
was decided to move the course six feet to the left to avoid the whole contaminated area. Once 

that was done, competition continued, the rain stopped and times started to drop. 

When it was all over I succeeded in placing third again today in S2, I ran a good enough time for 

second place by two tenths but is was "dirty", meaning I hit a cone so third again for the second 

day. 

That put me in third for the event and one and 
one half seconds out of second place. Next year, 
if my schedule allows I would like to come back 
but with better tires. Both of the Boxster S cars 
that beat me had good tires. Oh well, happy with 
my results overall. Now for the long trip back to 
Rochester. See everyone at the next club meeting 

in Batavia. 

 

Zone 1 Autocross 

By Melvin Dillon 

https://www.facebook.com/zone1pca
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The re-pave is    
happening at the 
Glen. 
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 Fallingwater & Kentuck Knob 

By Tom Lyons 

 Some text and pictures in this article were downloaded from the public spaces on the Inter-
net 

 

Since I had just gotten my car back from an engine top end rebuild, Babs and I decided that it 
would not be in the best interest of the car to travel the Tail of the Dragon North with the rest 
of the gang. We decided to drive directly to Pittsburgh and check in at the hotel.  We were also 
dealing with a cranky A/C unit so the less time in the car on that very hot weekend, the better.  
We caught up with everyone at the Double Wide bar and grill in Cranberry PA, just north of 
Pittsburgh, where the Alleghany Region was hosting a happy hour.  They had a Porsche corral set 
up which had over 50 Porsches in it…and one Jaguar (thanx Ian Webber).  We spent the night 
making new friends, tasting the food offerings that the Double Wide provided and of course tip-
ping a beverage or two. 

 

  
 

 The following morning those going to Fallingwater and Kentuck Knob met in the hotel lobby for 

breakfast and a quick drivers meeting. We had 15 people in 8 cars taking the tour.  At EXACTLY 

9:00 (actually about 9:15 because of spirited discussions about directions), we started east on 

the PA Turnpike towards Fallingwater which was about 1 ½ hours away.  I am proud to say we 

only got lost twice ;-).  We arrived at Fallingwater almost exactly when we were supposed for 

check in.  After we were checked in we were assigned a tour guide who was to point out various 

features, history and quirks about the house.   
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 Fallingwater & Kentuck Knob 

By Tom Lyons 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The house designed by American architect Frank Lloyd Wright for Edgar Kaufmann in southwest-

ern Pennsylvania, hangs over a waterfall using the architectural device known as the cantilever.  

Wright described his architectural style as "organic"--in harmony with nature, and though Fall-

ingwater reveals vocabulary drawn from the International style in certain aspects, this country 

house exhibits so many features typical of Wright's natural style, the house is very much engaged 

with its surroundings. 
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 Fallingwater & Kentuck Knob 

By Tom Lyons 

 Dramatic cantilevered terraces reflect the similar structure of the rock ledges below.  Roomy 
terraces on either side of the living room on the main level, as well as the large terrace above 
it, create strong horizontal lines balanced by the almost unbroken vertical lines in the tower on 
the left (which in addition to stone columns over 10 meters tall, has 3 stories of floor-to-ceiling 
windows).  These and many other clear horizontal and vertical lines in the house may be com-
pared with the formation of the rock, with the horizontal and vertical of ground and trees, and 
with the water moving horizontally in the stream (Bear run) and vertically as "falling water" in 
the form of waterfalls.  The falls visible in the photo break at an angle, creating an illusion of 

water flowing out from beneath the middle of the house.  The sound of the flowing water fills 
the house continuously. 

 

 

 

There is no grand front entrance, if that means big double doors flanked by decorations and 

symbolizing the barrier between outside and inside.  Rather, the continuity of inside and outside 

is emphasized, in keeping with the theme of a harmonious and natural relationship to the set-

ting.  Other examples of this, besides everything mentioned above, include windows wrapping 

all the way around 3 sides of the huge living room, and at the corners where two window panes 

meet - here and at other places in the house such as the west tower (as well as in other Frank 

Lloyd Wright houses) - there are no bulky vertical support beams. 
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 Fallingwater & Kentuck Knob 

By Tom Lyons 

  

 

We were warned not to take any pictures inside the house so I did the next best thing and found 
some on the internet.   
After Fallingwater we went into the town of Ohiopyle for lunch.  The place Sue Reesen picked 
oh those many months ago was first come,  first serve so we took our chances.  Parking was a 
bear.  Most of us found a spot in at lot across the street while two of us (Terry and Irene Orr) got 
lost.  We did hook back up with them later at Kentuck Knob.   

After lunch we headed the 10 miles down the road to a whole different Frank Lloyd Wright 

home, Kentuck Knob.  Designed on a hexagonal module, Kentuck Knob is a small, one story 

Usonian house.  Usonian, meaning affordable for the average American, was a signature design 

of Frank Lloyd Wright.  Both dramatic and serene, the house, situated just below the crest of 

the hill, appears almost part of the mountain itself and stands 2,050 feet above sea level.   
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 Fallingwater & Kentuck Knob 

By Tom Lyons 

  

 

“No house should ever be on a hill or on anything. It should be of the hill.  Belonging to it. 
Hill and house should live together each the happier for the other.” 

Frank Lloyd Wright 

 

Kentuck Knob’s construction materials of native sandstone and tidewater red cypress blend nat-
urally with the surroundings.  The fully functional kitchen is the architectural core of the home.  
Its walls of stone not only anchor the two wings of the house but they also rise to penetrate the 
horizontal line of the copper roof.  An open floor plan, cantilevered overhangs, and great ex-
panses of glass effortlessly integrate the inside with the outside.  Stretching to the east, just be-
yond the back terrace, is a breathtaking panorama of the Youghiogheny River Gorge and the 
beautiful Laurel Highlands mountains that surround it.   
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 Fallingwater & Kentuck Knob 

By Tom Lyons 

 Kentuck Knob represents a refinement of the many principles of organic architecture Mr. Wright 
explored throughout his long career.  Today, the interior reflects the taste and personalities of 
the current owners, Hayat and Peter Palumbo, who are committed to preserve and maintain the 
house for the enjoyment of all those who, like them, share a deep admiration for Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s genius. 

 

     
 

  
 

This was a terrific two for one trip to see FLW’s most iconic house, Fallingwater and their neigh-

bor, Kentuck Knob.  Everyone really enjoyed the trip and the houses.  The question we were all 

left with…where do we take the FLW tour next year? 
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 Niagara on the Road Part 2 

By Rich DeAsis 

 NIAGARA ON THE ROAD…..Part 2 
 
What a busy year we’ve had playing with our friends from the Allegheny Region PCA!  Our second 
Niagara Region On the Road program this year again mixed it up with our friends from ARPCA, but 
this time, we headed west to Mid Ohio. A few of us caravanned together to Mid Ohio Sports Car 
racecourse to meet up with about another 20 NRPCA drivers and instructors for a three day event 
at the famed race venue. 
 

First weekend after Labor Day found a handful of NRPCA Instructors arriving the Thursday night be-
fore a three-day weekend gig with Allegheny Region. Friday was what they call “lapping day” which 
is basically open track with no students. Last time we, as a group was in Mid Ohio was two years 
ago, so lapping day provided plenty of opportunity to re-learn and get comfortable with the race-
track. 
 
ARPCA HPDE events are not unlike Niagara’s own HPDE events. As a group, they were very welcom-
ing and accommodating to our entire group of drivers and instructors; good drivers, all with a com-
mon goal of sharing the track and having fun. 
 
Not having students the first day makes for a very relaxing day with plenty of track time. The fol-
lowing two days was your typical HPDE format with students in various run groups. Very pleased to 
have seen so many of our students and instructors at the event. It was also very gratifying to ob-
serve our drivers hold their own against a different region in their home turf. It was evident over 
the course of the weekend though that our counterparts from ARPCA were very appreciative and 
thankful for a sizable presence from Niagara. 
 
As an added plus, many of us were witness to two of Porsche’s newest track oriented cars. We had 

the pleasure of seeing and sharing Mid Ohio with the new Cayman GT4 as well as the new 991 GT3 
RS. I didn’t think the RS was in the States yet, so it was a very pleasant surprise to be running with 
one on the track. One word for the new GT3 RS. Very fast. Ok, that was two words. Wow! What a 
car! 
 
Mid Ohio turned out to be a very well run event. Very efficient. Friendly people. Lots of fun. Not 
unlike Niagara’s DE’s. Our colleagues from Allegheny deserve a lot of credit for their work in put-
ting on a top-notch event. I’m sure our newfound “partnership” with ARPCA will continue to grow 
and be mutually beneficial as both clubs continue to take on a more active part in each other’s 
events. 
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EUROPEAN EXPERTISE    

~~~ 

SERVICING ALL FOREIGN MAKES 

~~~ 

PRE-OWNED SALES INVENTORY 
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Pittsburgh Vintage GP 

By Rich DeAsis 

READY…SET…GO! PITTSBURGH!! 
 
Pittsburgh?!? Seems like an odd destination for a summer road trip…steel town…cold…barren…
unforgiving, inhospitable….NOT! Weird circumstances, or better yet, unusual but very favorable 
circumstances seems to have brought a number of our members to the Pittsburgh area multiple 
times this summer. Three times specifically. I think that’s a first for our region! 
 
We’ve been steadily building bridges with Allegheny Region PCA over the past few years and it 

appears this year was a watershed year for sharing resources, events, and people. Allegheny Re-
gion members remind me very much of our Region’s membership. Warm, friendly, welcoming and 
very hospitable. What a great way to destroy any pre-conceived notions I had about the greater 
Pittsburgh area and its surrounding environs. Geographically speaking, it’s not unlike western NY 
with rolling hills, mountain ranges to behold and scenic backdrops, but what really attracted 
many Niagara Region members inwards was our interaction with our Allegheny brethren. 
 
First up was the Pittsburgh Grand Prix weekend (July 17-19) where a hearty group of NRPCA 
members made a weekend out of the festivities. Not only were we looking forward to spending 
the weekend watching the Vintage races in Schenley Park, but also this weekender had a lot of 
other perks thrown in. Most of the group started off the weekend with a scenic drive from Terry 
Hills in Batavia where the plan was to take a spirited drive down to the Pittsburgh area via what 
Rob Dean has termed “Tail of the Dragon – North.” After a brief driver’s meeting, about 8 cars 
were off to what promised to be a fun day behind the wheel of our P-cars, save for one small ex-
ception with Ian Webber’s growling Jag F-Type. We were even joined by Terry and Irene Orr hail-
ing from the great white North (UCR – Toronto). Great to have Terry and Irene make their way 
down from Canada to join us on this trip! 
 

The WNY portion of the ride down was not all that exciting but as we crossed over the Pennsylva-
nia border, the roads became much more exciting and challenging. 60+ miles of secluded, unin-
terrupted switchbacks, undulating elevation changes, blind corners, sweeping curves all made for 
a sometimes rowdy romp through this gem of a route laid out by Rob from a prior driving event. 
Even a detour thrown in somewhere in the middle of the route proved to be exciting! After the 
“Tail” portion, we had to settle in to expressways as we headed to our hotel gathering spot in 
Cranberry, PA. 
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Pittsburgh 

By Rich DeAsis 

After a short freshening up at the hotel upon our arrival, the entire gang headed over to an Alle-
gheny Region hosted party held at a local BBQ joint. Upon arrival, we were greeted with a park-
ing lot over brimming with P-Cars. Ironically, Ian’s F-Type was treated to the best spot in the 
joint…right up front!! This party was lively and many of the Allegheny folks were very warm and 
welcoming to our group. The welcome party bode well as a great way to start the weekend!! 
 
The following day was not exactly off to the races. Saturday morning was a continuation of what 
has become a club “tradition” of sorts in seeking out and visiting and learning about various 

Frank Lloyd Wright designed structures. Nearby to Cranberry is what many consider to be one of 
Wright’s greater achievements. The tour of Fallingwater was nothing short of spectacular. What 
a treat to have visited this gemstone of an organic structure. Fallingwater was at the time way 
ahead of its time and visiting and learning about this magnificent structure was a treat. Shortly 
after Fallingewater, and as an added double bonus, we meandered to nearby Kentuck Knob, an-
other one of Wright’s structures. This one being smaller and more subdued, but nonetheless 
quite impressive. 
 
As the day came to an end, the group sauntered on back to Cranberry where some of us found 
another pleasant surprise awaiting us for dinner. Being so land locked, it was daunting to try a 
seafood restaurant highly recommended by locals. Off the Hook just outside of Cranberry proved 
to be a rather pleasant surprise. Great food, very competent service and a rather substantial 
wine list created for a memorable dinner. Reminded me of many high-end type restaurants found 
in larger cosmopolitan cities. Great way to end a fabulous day. 
 
Sunday, the entire group was off to Schenley Park for the Vintage races. After a slight “detour” 
from the hotel to the park (courtesy of my GPS), we found ourselves in a sea of cars and people 
that was by far much larger in size and scope than the Vintage Festival here at Watkins Glen, 

which many of us have frequented. 
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Pittsburgh 

By Rich DeAsis 

Our group was very warmly greeted by Allegheny volunteers who all seemed to have been cued 
to Niagara members’ arrival! Very accommodating and very well done and orchestrated by Alle-
gheny PCA leadership. The races inside the park were lively and the various car marquee sites 
were overflowing with rather spectacular cars. A picnic style lunch alongside Janis Joplin’s 356 
and what seemed like close to a hundred Porsches made for a memorable day. 
 
Towards mid to late afternoon, most of the group had started to make their way back towards 
home. It was an activity filled weekend with lots of driving and lots of interesting venues. 

 
The second segment of our Club’s Pittsburgh adventure came on the second weekend of August 
for the first of three Niagara on the Road HPDE events this year. Quite a few NRPCA drivers and 
instructors participated with Allegheny Region’s first HPDE event at the newly finished Pitt Race 
International Race Complex. I myself did not participate in this event but word has it our drivers 
and instructors had a great time with the Allegheny folks. I was not able to do this event simply 
because we were back for our own HPDE event a few weeks later at the same race venue, which 
brings us to the third segment of our summer Pittsburgh adventure. 
 
Niagara ventured out to Pitt Race International for our first ever “-away” HPDE event. We did 
our Advanced HPDE format towards the end of the third week in August where we had just less 
than 50 cars and drivers exploring and learning the new track. Pitt Race is actually the old Beave 
Run racecourse (now called the North Course) conjoined with the new South Course making for a 
2.9-mile circuit with 19 turns. This is an interesting track creating for what feels like a two for 
one deal. The newer south course is very busy and very technical with lots of twisties, esses and 
elevation changes, whereas the older north course is much quicker with fast bends and longer 
straights. The older course is also considerably bumpier, which we understand is now scheduled 
for re-paving. 

 
The Pitt Race venue is new for Niagara and one we hope to become a “permanent” addition to 
our HPDE calendar on a year-to-year basis. Unfortunate that we had a rash of cancellations lead-
ing up to the event, otherwise, our first away date at a different track other than the Glen would 
have made for an unqualified success for our DE program. The event itself unfolded beautifully 
with our divers enjoying and learning the nuances of a new racetrack, with beautiful, dry and 
comfortable weather making it all even more so enjoyable. We hope to be back next year. 
 
Allegheny Region PCA…Pittsburgh….what a great few summer trips it’s been!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          

       Janis Joplin’s 356. 

 

Editor’s notes. Pictures by Hank 

Beamer and Tom Lyons 
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Cars & Seaplanes 

By Tom Lyons & Sylvanna LaDelfa 

Photos by Tom Lyons 

 It was their first time hosting an event and they nailed it.  Rocklin and Melissa Maday lead the 

event from Victor NY to Hammondsport and what an event it was.  For the first time since the 

offer was made, NRPCA met at Raymour & Flanigan to begin our event.  Ken Kandall from Ray-

mour offered the club a place to meet and they threw in coffee and donuts, muffins, croissants 

as well.  It was a very pleasant way to begin an event.  And oh yeah, they had potties.  No walk-

ing across the parking lot and through the mall at the last minute. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rocky and Melissa prepared info packets for all the participants which included driving direc-

tions, safety reminders, parking info in Hammondsport and info about the dinner held later that 

evening in the Curtiss museum and an invite from Raymour for a one day sale on Wednesday, 

9/23.  Also included were the cell phone numbers of the lead car (Rocky and Melissa) and the 

sweep car (Rich and Joy De Asis).  Following up the rear was not a natural or comfortable for our 

beloved president and track rat.  He did a great job back there and didn’t pass anybody.  Turns 

out they didn’t need the cell phones to keep track of things.  Joe Prinzbach brought the club’s 

portable radios for terrific car to car communication. 
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Rocky handled the driving lead in a style that you would expect from a seasoned leader.  He kept 

the group under control all the way to Hammondsport.  About the only thing Rocky and Melissa 

didn’t do is order up the perfect weather.  Nothing you can do about weather so we started off 

ON TIME heading towards the south end of Keuka Lake.  It was gray and overcast with a threat of 

rain all the way there but no rain to speak of.  Once we got to Hammonsport and took our re-

served parking spots at the Keuka Lakeside Inn it started to sprinkle a little.  We got out umbrel-

las and rain coats to deal with the light rain that had started.  The rain lasted about 15 minutes, 

never getting heavy.  Then the rain stopped, the clouds parted, the sun came out and the area 

started to warm up.  Now we had the prefect day to with the great ride down. 
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When we got to the park, Cam Newton was hosting the seaplanes event.  His narrative over the 

PA system helped us understand what was happening.  One of the things being offered was raffle 

tickets.  For $5.00 you could by a ticket on a chance to ride in one of the seaplanes.  Sylvanna 

bought one ticket.  She said if she won she was going to give the ticket to Carmen because he 

really likes airplanes.  After several tickets had been drawn Cam pulled the last ticket and called 

out Sylvanna’s number.  She was jumping around like a kid in a candy store.  When she went to 

claim her ride certificate she discovered that is was a 2-fer.  She won seats for two people.  Now 

she and Carmen could both go.  The group watched them load into the plane and trundle down 

towards the water.  Once in the air they did a targeted touch down on the lake, a trip around 

the lake to Penn Yan. They also flew over Curtiss’s grave and then the buzzed us in the park be-

fore coming in for a landing.  They must have been airborne for about 45 minutes.  Sylvanna had 

this to say about the experience. 
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Cars & Seaplanes 

By Tom Lyons & Sylvanna LaDelfa 
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 The excitement was mounting as Cam introduced us to Berry Holtz the owner and pilot 

of his 1946 Super Widgeon G44-A. Now besides being a twin engine plane and looking very 

patriotic with the American and Canadian Flags detailed on it. I had no idea what a treat 

we were in for!  Carmen took the "copilot" seat and I and two other passengers sat be-

hind, headphones on! Seat belts on, READY!! We were now part of the parade of sea-

planes that flew over Keuka Lake. The takeoff was part of a runway contest. There were 

two markers out in the distance to demonstrate a runway and the plane had to land in 

between them. Sorry to say we were disqualified because we came in short of the mark-

ers. That didn't bother Barry, he was ready to give us a spirited and unforgettable aerial 

tour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maintaining formation with the other planes we enjoyed seeing views of Penn Yan, the 

Bluffs, and U S A sign made in a field from cut hay. 
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 As we circled Keuka Lake, getting closer to another plane a slight turbulence was felt 
but it didn't distract us from the view of the Curtiss Museum, and a privilege to fly over 
the grave site of Glenn Curtiss. As we approached the landing I started to think how the 
vintage seaplane is just as classic and wonderful as a vintage Porsche!! So happy to be 
part of both experiences. 
 
 

After Carmen and Sylvanna returned, the group took a ride to Bully Hill Winery for a very nice 

lunch.  Everyone was on their own after lunch with some heading south through Bath NY for the 

trip back to Orchard Park and some to Route 54 and up the east side of Keuka Lake.  Babs and I 

and Joe Prinzbach drove a few county roads from Bully Hill to RT 53 which we took to Naples 

then the west lake road along Honeoye Lake.  I will admit that a few speed limits were broken.  

Joe left us when we hit route 20A, a favorite route back to the Buffalo area.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was a very pleasant day of Porsches and friends.  Babs and I look forward to Rocky and 

Melissa’s next event. 
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http://thelittlespeedshop.com/
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Ombudsman Column 

By Mark Gardone 

Be Your Own Advocate 
 
As part of the Ombudsman position, it is my duty to moderate any dispute that 
may arise between a club member and a vendor. Little did I know that I would 
be the first person to require this service. 

 
Having been a sole proprietor for many years, I made my way using common 
sense, reasonable expectations and good faith. There has been recent circum-
stance where I presumed this to be true for another company. Verbal agree-
ments only work when both parties consider the best interest of the other. After 
the fact, I discovered that the particular company had a similar situation with 
another of our membership, so mine was not unique. 

 
Whether or not we are “made of money” we are all sensitive to some sort of a 
budget or perceived value for a specific product or service. We are all aware 

that our shared passion can quickly become an expensive venture and that, in part, is why our club is attempting to offer a list of 
preferred vendors through member experience and recommendation. The unfortunate problem with this approach is that some-
one in the club needs to be the trailblazer. In this particular situation, I was that trailblazer and although I didn't get burned, I 
certainly got singed with an expense above my anticipation. The original service to be provided came in on target and on sched-
ule. The catch came when additional service was required and verbally agreed upon minus, what I believe to be, full disclosure of 
the time/cost requirements. 

 
Don't misinterpret this article as finger pointing, it is more a matter of a shared failing in communication and of my somewhat 
naive personal viewpoint described above. I also contribute part of the issue to be my inexperience with the specific professional 
service. 

 
Lessons learned, common sense and recommendations for project work: 

 
 Always get it in writing! 

  

 Use a competitive quote system 

  

 Talk to other members 

  

 Consider written change orders with pricing and/or options when additional services are required 

  

 Don't be afraid to ask the “stupid” question 

  

 Investigate the vendor's reputation with the Better Business Bureau 

  

 Thoroughly study the topic, options and outcomes for the level of value you require 

  

 Trust, but verify 

  

 

The faith in a verbal agreement only comes with time and repeat engagements between two parties where each un-

derstands and respects the limitations and expectations of the other. 
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Click on ad to visit website 

http://www.senecalodge.com/


N E W S L E T T E R    O F    T H E   N I A G A RA 

  

R E G I O N    P O R S C H E   CL U B   O F    A M E R I C A 

www.niagarapca.org 

Please support the businesses that sup-

port us.  Click on the links  below to visit 

their websites. 

 Eksten Autoworks 

 Seneca Lodge 

 T-Shirt Express 

 The Little Speed Shop 

 Porsche of Rochester 

 LC MotorSports 

 Northtown Collision 

 Hubstands 

 

 

Advertising Rates for FLATOUT 

 

     Single Issue         Full Year 

Full page—$125    Full page—$350 

1/2 Page—$100    1/2 Page—$275 

1/4 Page—$80    1/4 Page—$225 

1/8 Page—$65    1/8 Page—$175 

     Business Card—$115 

To place an ad please contact Tom Lyons at:  

25 Tyburn Way 

Rochester, NY 14610 

585-381-8535 

vp@niagarapca.org 
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Click on ad to visit website 

APRIL/MAY 2014 

http://www.nrpca.org
http://www.ekstenautoworks.com/
http://www.senecalodge.com/
http://www.tsxsport.com/
http://www.thelittlespeedshop.com
http://rochester.porschedealer.com/
http://merlinmfrusa.com/
http://northtowncollisioncentre.com/
http://www.hubstands.com/
http://www.hubstands.com/
http://www.ekstenautoworks.com/
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Click on ad to visit website 

http://rochester.porschedealer.com/
http://info@bbxracing.com/
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2010 Porsche 911 Turbo 
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Cars and Coffee 

Pittsford Dairy 

Photos By Johan Spijker 

 

Larry Kessler’s 356 
gets some carburetor 
linkage repairs from 

his PCA friends. 

Fred and Lisa Paine joined 
by Karen Veltz and having 

…. what else? 

       Coffee. 

Leila Stewart (Carm and 
Sylvanna LaDelfa’s 
Grandaughter) at the 
wheel. Get a booster 
seat  and a driver’s li-

cense for that kid. 


